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Tlie SIX joars (1951-56) with which the documents of 
the Communist Party of India (CPJ) brought together in 
tins volume deal \^ere of extraordinary importance both 
for our nation and the party The> were the years of the 
consolidation of national independence significant shifts in 
the policj of the ruling capitalist class and Congress party, 
start of an cfTcctuc democratic opposition to the Congress 
and the cmtrgence of the CPi as a nationwide political 
force and mam opposition to the Congress The CPf also 
developed not only m mass influence but ideological poll 
Ileal maturity 

The latter part of this period was also of great import 
once m that the new turn in the world communist move 
ment takes shape coming to a dramatic climax with the 
20th congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) It IS important to remember that in those years 
the Communist Party of China (CPC) also played an 
important role in participating in and efleeting this turn 

It was no accidint that the two processes— national and 
intemalionnl— converged and mutually influenced each 
other Those were the years of the start of nonalign 
ment in foreign policy. Afro Asian solidarity, Indo Soviet 
and India China friendship along with the new orientation 
embodied In the planframe for the second live year plan 
and the acceptance of the 'socialistic pattern of soeietj ’ Sb 
the goal of the Congress at its Avadi session 

It cannot be o\ crlookcd that those were the years at the 
same time of mounting democratic opposition to the capi 
talist path of development which increasingly clearly be 
came the cardinal feature of congress policy as a whole 
This mounting democratic opposition found expression not 
only m widespread and sustained struggles of the work 
ers, peasants and other toiling sections It also found ex- 
pression in such more directly political forms as the shift 
of the masses m many parts of the countrj’ towards the 
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democratic opposition parties, with the CPI being in the 
forefront. This shift which found cxprcs.sion first in the 
1952 general election continued. It was partially arrester, 
by the new turn in congress policy assisted, most regret- 
tably, by the failure of the CPI to break from dogmatism 
and sectarianism until the very last 18 months of thi 
period and the continued barren opportunism of the other 
.left parties. 

As far as the CPI is concerned, the entire period can bo 
characterised as advance from dogmatism and sectarianism 
towards a correct Mancist-Lcnlnist revolutionary under- 
standing of many of the basic features of the reality and 
trends of change in our countrj'. The start made by the 
adoption of the party program and tactical line in 1951 
was not a false start though not the point of arrival that 
it was thought to be at the time. The volume opens with 
these two documents and at almost the close comes the 
documents of the fourth (Palghat) congress of the CPI in 
April 1956 which sets out guidelines whose value was long- 
lasting and which continue to' be of great relevance even 
today. - 

Throughout this period the innerparty situation was 
‘not a happy one, marked as it wa.s by tension and dis- 
cord. This burst out in the very sharp and acrimonious 
'innerparty struggle from the lime of the defeat in the 
1955 Andhra mid-term election to the Palghat congress. 
These differences were not really resolved even then and 
'took on a far more damaging form in the split of the 
•CPI in l96t.' 'Nevertheless, this tension and struggle 
‘ generated both light and heat, the former even more than 
the latter. And the fortunate fact was that the CPI re- 
mained one, finding the sense and the strength to contain 
'the conflict within some agreed limits. 

It has, moreover, to be recognised that in these years 
the CPI not only led and' participated in innumerable 
mass struggles. It also played a vanguard role in the 
struggle for the linguistic reorganisation of the states of 
India which had profound antifeudal and democratic 
content. It played the same role in the tremendous 
national movement for the liberation of Goa and French 
Indian territories. It actively campaigned for Indo-Soviet 
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nnd India China friendship for Afro Asian solidarity and 
an anti-imperialist foreign policy 
Another great achievement of the CPI in this penoJ 
was the successful effort it made in understanding the 
new situation on the tradeunion front, the changing com- 
position and currents in the working class On that 
basis It laid the groundwork for restoring the All India 
Trade Union Congress (AITUC) to its pre'iier position 
among the organised working class 
But. perhaps, the most significant achievement of this 
period as far as the party itself is concerned is the great 
advance it made towards autonomy and independence 
while retaining and dev'tloping its longstanding fine fra 
dition of international uorkingclass communist solidarity 
It is quite untrue to say that the CPI ever at any time 
cither received or acted upon "order from Moscow” It 
13 also quite untrue to say that the CPI s awareness of 
the need for proletarian internationalism and its recogni 
tion of the unique and vanguard position of the CPSU in 
the world communist, workmgclass and anti impenall 
movement, prevented it In any way in struggling for the 
freedom of our country and the advance of its toiling peo- 
ple But, particularly in the period termed that of the 
cult of Stalin’s personality, there was the dominant tend 
ency of believing that the development of Marxism Lenin- 
ism and a correct understanding of the situation in ones 
own country emanated from a single centre, a single party 
and a single personality This did great harm to the CPI 
as to other communist parties in the world The CPSU 
and its historic 20fh congress rendered tremendous service 
by boldly taking the lead in breaking from this tradition 
This period of the history of the CPI is, above all, mark 
ed by its determined and largely successful efforts also to 
break from this tradition In this connection, particular 
importance attaches to the June 1955 resolution of the cen- 
tral committee of the CPI Helped by the struggle against 
dogmatism as a part of the struggle against the cult of 
Stalin’s personality already launched by the CPSU, learn 
ing from its own experience, especially the serious set 
back in the immediatefy preceding Ancfftra ei’eefrun, the 
leadership of the CPi courageously broke from dogmatist 
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moorings and advanced in the direction of studying the 
concrete situation in India from the standpoint of the 
method and fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. This did 
not pass without a serious innorparty struggle. The period 
from the adoption of the June 1955 central committee 
resolution to the fourth Palghat congress in April 195G was 
marked by controversy on all the basic elements of the 
new understanding. The brunt of the attack was made b- 
an important section of the leadership at the central and 
state levels which had not broken from the earlier dog- 
matist understanding. There was also another section 
which tended to pull the new understanding in the direc- 
tion of reformism and overestimation of the advance made 
and the possibilities of further advance without basic revo- 
lutionary struggle and transformation. Eventually the re- 
solution of the fourth Palghat congress confirmed the new 
understanding and the new method of arriving at any 
correct understanding which was. of course, of much great- 
er and lasting importance. The quite fierce debate, inci- 
dentally, was a significant repudiation of the canard that 
the CPI, as in the case of other communist parties, arrives 
at its decisions in an ’'undemocratic, dictatorial and dictat- 
ed” manner- As in any passionate controversy between 
those who know that the outcome will decide not some 
academic issue but the lives of millions and their own lives, 
there were things that were overdone but the fact of the 
controversy conducted through the publication of a special 
innerparty forum and the themes of that controversy do 
demonstrate the live nature of innerparty democracy in 
the CPI. 

Another aspect of the ideological maturity of the CPI is 
to be seen, again, in the very first documents of this volume. 
In the previous volume, it will be recalled, the documents 
given show that for some time many of the basic problems 
of the revolution in our country were debated in term.s of 
the "Russian path” and the "Chinese path”. An attempt 
was made to break from this in the "TTiree Fs Document” 
(Ajoy Ghosh, S. A. Dange and S. V. Ghate). This attempt 
was carried forward in the tactical line document. One 
carmot, of course, overlook the serious errors in the ana- 
lysis (especially the failure to acknowledge the independ- 
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inc( of our countrj ami tlu class character of the state) 
But D siKnificant departure is made from revolution b> 
omlogj and there is the start touards trving to under 
stand the spe“Ciric. of the Indian situition and traditions as 
an essential prere-quisUe for charting the path of the revo- 
lution in India The search for specifies for ns of transi 
tion appropriate methods of struggle which be^an m th s 
period continues but the big leap that this represented 
cannot be underestimated 

The partj pro;,ram and tactical 1 nc of IDjl had bj no 
means broken from the dogmatist imdorstanding of the 
19-18 50 period but thej ftpresenl an important transition 
awaj from it and towards the essential «earch for specifics 
mentioned above At thit tint these two documents plajca 
the further important role of maintaining the unity of the 
party and pushing it back to the m''s.os ami to cfTectivc 
ma'S work. Uithouf them the breakihrough that fhe CPI 
made in the hrst general election in 1152 when it carved 
out a place for itself in the political mop of our country 
defeating the US imperialist strategj evident even in those 
early dajs of imposing a two party system on our country 
Incidentally this shows the indispcnsability of a histone 
al approach to documents of history if one is really to 
estimate their significance These two documents are 
undoubtedly full of errors but it is tlicy which made pos 
siblc ami ixprescntcil the correction of truly gigantic 
error 

Vet another fa el of the autonomy and ideological 
maturing trend in the CPf in this period is to be seen in 
its response to the criticism of the cult of Stalins perso 
nality The party welcomed the new po nts of departure 
of the 20lh CPSU congress the break from dogmatism and 
sectarianism as well ns the principled criticism of the 
very serious mistakes ard even crime of Stalin Of 
coiir't very important sections of the leadership never 
really welcomed all this They were able to prevent th 
spread of knowledge of all this inside the party with sub 
sequent grievous negative results But the leadership as 
a whole while welcoming all this did not hesitate to make 
known its differences from the way in which only the nega 
tive aspects of Stalin s life work were being highlighted 
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and from the way in which there was no deeper analysis of 
the causes and consequences of these negative phenomena 
In Ajoy Ghosh’s report to the fourth Palghat congress, as 
well as his article on the birth anniversary of Stalin, this 
is made amply clear. At the same time, his reply to the 
rather crude attempt made by Jayaprakash Narayan to fish 
in anti-Soviet waters splendidly set the record right as far 
as the historic grandeur of Soviet achievements is concern- 
ed. 

It would not be out of place kero to place on record, in 
spite of the danger of making invidious distinctions, the 
unique service rendered to the party in this period by 
the late Comrade Ajoy Ghosh who was elected its general 
secretary in 1951 and remained at that post till his dea. 
in 1962. 

It was an unfortunate fact, however, that despite this 
promising start so much never even really began. The 
search for the specifics of India never really extended 
beyond economic analysis. It never really went to the 
study of the specifics of the structures of our society and 
of the classes of our society in their interconnection and 
development. In many ways, this Is yet to be done. 


This volume is a selection of documents made from the 
standpoint of enabling its readers to understand the his- 
torical development of the thought of the CPI. Much that 
was of interest had to be left out on considerations of 
space and expense, especially the conlroversj' in 1955-5o. 
The editor has adhered to the principle of selecting only 
what was the thought of the party rather than what help- 
ed it become so. 

Much more than gratitude is due to Smt Vanaja lyenger, 
without whom sheer survival from a terrible accident last 
year would not have been possible. And for Sri M B. Rao 
no thanks are enough. He must share the blame as he is, 
’m lact, the co-editor. 

Ajoy Bhavan, Mohit Sen 

New' Delhi, 

24 September 1977 
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1. Program of Ihe CoramiinisI Party of India 


1 When the British imperialist rulers of India establish 
ed the government of the leadership of the National Con- 
gress m Delhi m August 1947, and the hated British vicerov 
and goi-emors departed from this country, the people of 
India were led to believe that foreign imperialist rule was 
at an end that India had achieved mdependence and 
freedom and that now the government and the people 
could work out a happy life for the millions of our coun- 
trymen, mth our resources of land and labour, our facto 
nes and workshops, our immense natural wealth and man 
power We could now set to work to gradually overcome 
our poverty and guarantee food housing, clothing and the 
minimum decenaes of life to everyone 

2 Four years of the Nehru government in power has 
belied the hopes of the masses in every respect Experi- 
ence has led them to the conclusion that the government 
of National Congress that rose to power on the basis of 
the heroic struggle of the masses is a government pledged 
to the protection and preservation of parasitic landlords 
and the wealth of the princes of India, who for centuries 
had supported the foreign invaders and jointly w'lth them 
robbed our people and our country Experience is also 
leading them to the conclusion that the government of 
the National Congress was installed m pow'er by the con 
sent of British imperialists because it was a go\ernment 
pledged to the protection and preservation of foreign 

This program was adopted by the all India party conference, 
Calcutta, 9 15 October 1951 after amending the draft published by 
the politburo in April I95! It was published in October 1951 and 
repnnted in March 1953 The third party congress. Madurai. 27 Dc- 
cember 1953 to 4 January 1954 readopted this program with a single 
amendment in para 29 This was published in March 1954 
D-1 
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British capital in India. In every sphere of life of the 
masses, the government has failed to carry out its pro- 
mises to the people. Everyday life for the masses has 
worsened while the landlords and profiteers have enrichetl 
themselves more and 'more at the-expense"of .the people. 

3 . The five million workers manning our factories, 
.railways, mines, shipyards, plantations, etc. .are suffering 
from fall in real wages, rising prices, capitalist raticnali- 
.sation and unemployment. Their struggles for better wages 
' and conditions are drowned in blood by shooting and police 
terror. Their fighting trade union organisations are dis- 
rupted, divided and suppressed by the government and its 
henchmen. Demanding increased production in the name of 
the people the government only imposes worsened condi- 
tions of labour on the working class, enabling the profi- 
teers to Increase their profits alone. 

4 . The milUon.s of our peasants constituting eighty per 
cent of our people arc ground down as before. Those who 
have land and can cultivate it, their fruits of labour are 
looted by the landlord and the moneylender, through ex- 
•orbitant rents and interests, and by the manoeuvres of the 
capitalist market and taxes of the slate. But three-fourths 
of the peasantry have practically no land of their, own. 
Those who have no land and find no work live in condi- 
tions of perpetual pauperism. And those who do find 
work on the landlords’ and sowcars’ (moneylenders) estates, 
as agricultural labourers or poor tenants, have to work 
like serfs and slaves, hardly getting even a subsistence 
.wage for the family. As a result production of food and 
Industrial raw materials is falling, leading to the worst 
food crisis in the country and 5lar\’ation and death to mil- 
lions. WTiilc the government run fay the landlords and pro- 
fiteers shouts about abolition of landlordism, it only 
hatches schemes of compensation of millions of rupees to 
those oppressors of the people, to enable them thus to 
indirectly reali-se their rent through the state from the 
toil of the peasant. The struggles of the peasantry for land, 
for reduction of rent, interest and taxes are also drowned 
in blood and their organisations suppressed, along with the 
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struggles and organisations of the working class Whole 
villages, talukas and districts are handed over to military 
and police occupation, because the peasants and landless 
labourers have dared to ask for land, for reduction of rent 
and interest and for increased wages and the establish 
ment of better conditions 

5 The muddle classes in the towns are faring no better 
Jligh cost of living, falling salaries and unemployment is 
their lot too The middleclass wage-earners in government 
services, private offices, banks, insurance companies, com- 
mercial concerns, schools and colleges, etc. are faced with 
the same problem of life as the working class and the tod 
ing peasantry 

6 Even the industrialists, manufacturers and traders 
are hit by the policies of this government which is totally 
m the grip of monopoly financiers, landlords and princes 
and their foreign British advisers, working behind the 
screen Allocation of capital issues, raw material, transport 
import and export licences etc is earned out by the 
bureaucrats in the government machinery in such a way as 
to hit the small industnalists and traders and benefit the 
big monopolists in league with the banks and syndicates of 
foreign firms 

7 The schemes of 'reconstruction’, of buildmg irriga 
tion, hydroelectric stations, factories, etc , whether directly 
bv the state or in partnership with private capital, are all 
foundering, except such as feed war purposes They are 
turmng out to be the means of looting the state budget by 
foreign firms of experts and suppliers, by high-placed 
bureaucrats in charge and big speculators on the stock 
exchange The demand for nationalisation of mdustries, 
promoted by the looting of the people by blackmarketeers. 

IS used to swmdle the state budget by makmg it acquire 
bankrupt or womout units or participate m bogus schemes 
which invariably fail and are then sold out to the govern- 
ment henchmen and private capitalists The result is that 
industrialisation of the country, which is held at the mercy 
of the British and the Americans and who certainly are 
not interested in making India an industrial nation, is 
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making no headway in the hands of this govern- 
merit which Is tied to the chariot-wheels of British capilaL 

8. And whatever industries exist are continually find- 
ing themselves in a crisis, because the growing poverty of 
the masses, specially the peasantry, does not give them an 
adequate market inside the country. Outside as well as 
inside the country, they come up againsi the competition 
of foreign firms and other imperialist masters of the colo- 
nial w'orld and thus find themselves in a deadlock. 

9. On the top of all this comes the fact that this totter- 

ing government in order to keep itself in saddle, when 
faced \vith the rising discontent of tho masses, suppresses 
ail civil liberties of the people, outlaws political parties 
and groups, bans trade unions and other people’s. organisa- 
tions, imprisons thousands of workers, peasants, students, 
men and women in prisons and concentration camps. The 
supreme ruler becomes the police official and tho bureau- 
crat, helped by the local congress leader and landlord. in 
the whole countryside. No wonder that to maintain such a 
police state, the burden of taxes Increases and more .than 
fifty per cent of the state budget is spent on military and 
police, prisons and the bureaucracy and not for food and 
cloth, homes and education, health and sanitation for the 
people. . . > • . 

' 10. The people of India are gradually realising the mean- 

ing of this state of affairs and are coming to realise the 
•necessity to change this government of landlords and 
princes, this government of financial sharks and specula- 
tors, this government hanging on to the will of the British 
commonwealth, the British imperialists. The disillusioned 
masses are slowly rising in struggle, no longer able to %rith' 
stand this state of slow starvation and death., -They are 
rising in struggles of the working class in towns and the 
resistance of peasantry in the countryside. 

11. In order to prevent this growing unity of the peopl®- 
mainly the xmity of the working class and its alliance rvith 
the peasantry, the unity of all classes that are interested 
ending this government of landlords and princes and the 
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jcactionarj big bourgeoisie collaborating with the British 
impcriahsls, the present go\emment is utilising other 
means apart from police repression. 

12 Knowng the desire of the people to make our country 
<?ompletel> Independent of British imperialism, the govern 
jnent has proclaimed India a rcpublia But unwilling really 
to break its ties with imperialism it has shamelessly pro 
claimed the republic to be a part of the empire' 

The membership of the British empire is not only a for- 
mal matter, as is declared \Vhilc playing on the nvalnes 
between Bngland and America to its own advantage in cer- 
tain circumstances, the government of India essentially 
carries out the foreign policy of British imperialism. 
Though it speaks for peace and against the atomic bomb 
xmder pressure from the people, who do not want war and 
want peace, it has not hesitated to send help, even though 
nominally medical, to the American troops m Korea, it has 
allowed British imperialists to recruit gurkhas and sikhs 
for the suppression of Malaya's fight for independence, it 
has allowed landing bases m India for the French planes 
on their way to fight against the People’s Republic of Viet 
nam The Indian navy operates as part of the British navy 
and under British command and the keys to the military 
technique of the defence department of the government are 
held and moved by British advisers If the independence 
of the anned forces of a country is a sign of its sovereignty 
and independence, then the key part of our independence 
is still left in the hands of British imperialism , 

In addition to this subserviencre to British impenalists, 
the policies of the government of India are leading to pene 
tration of American imperialists into our economy and life, 
into the ailairs of state and threaten us with added slavery 
to American capital ^ 

13 The British imjienahsls before covering their rule 

■with the mantle of the new congress government drowned 
the country in hindu-muslim strife and massacres and then 
divided the ctxcmtry 'iiAo ■ttue trwo tA kr/ivci 

Pakistan The impierialists thereby weakened the economy 
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of India in agriculture and the economy of Pakistan in in- 
dustry. It thus put both the states at loggerheads and 
undeclared war with each other and dependent ’ on the so- 
called 'neutral third party*, the imperialists. i , 

The division of the country enabled the congress gov- 
eminent to drown the just demands of the people in a' 
hj'steria of hindu-muslim war. It enabled the government 
to spend on armaments the money which could have been 
used to improve the conditions of the people. It enabled 
them to buy armaments from the British imperialists who 
desired nothing bettor than to sell their secondhand goods • 
and services in exchange for its sterling debts to India and 
Pakistan, and to deprive our people of supplies of ma-_ 
chinery and essential goods. 

14. The division of the country and communal religious 
strife was used to drown the demands of the various na- 
tionalities of India for their free development, for the re- 
constitution of the former mixed British provinces and the 
princely states into autonomous linguistic provinces in a‘ 
united India. In the name of a united country, the lan^age 
of a part of the country, namely, Hindi, was declared an 
obligatory state language for all nationalities and states, 
to the detriment of their own national language. Vast areas 
and millions of people of one nationality are compelled to 
live under the rule of bureaucrats and governments domi- ' 
nated by another nationality. Large tribal areas, with their 
oivn economy and culture, are put at the mercy of the 
landlords and financial sharks of this or that alien group, 
thus utilising the desire of the masses for a united coimtry 
to actually sow division and discord among its people. 

15. In order, finally, to come forward as a government of 
the people, after spending millions of the people’s money 
on wrangling in legislative houses, the government pro- 
duced what it calls a democraUe constitution and in terms 
of that constitution calls upon the people to elect a govern- 
ment' of their own choice and realise the fundamental rights 
given under the constitution. Thus the people are told that 
they can end the present rule of autocracy if they so desire- 
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and work their freedom through this 'democratic’ consti- 
tution of the free republic of India. 

16 While It IS a fact that universal adult franchise now 
exists in the constitution of India and it can and unll be 
used by the people, it is a deception of the people to say 
that elections alone under this constitution can end the 
landlord capitalist rule in the country and the imperialist 
hold over its life Adult franchise serves to gauge the ma- 
turity of the working class and the people and is formally 
an element of democracy but it cannot express the true 
will and the true interests of the exploited masses as long 
as the land is not the property of peasants but that of the 
landlords, as long as the power of landlords and capitalists 
holds the people in subjugation m fields and factories, so 
long as the power of capital over the press and means of 
propaganda drugs the people with lies, so long as the power 
of money utilises religious and caste friction and rivalry 
to divide and to weaken the people, so long as the bureau- 
crats and the police ban political parties, suppress civil 
liberties and impnson ivithout trial even the elected repre 
sentatives of the legislatures for their political opinions and 
for their honest work 

17 It is also a deception of the people to say that under 
the new constitution the masses or the government elected 
by them can work their way to freedom and happiness The 
constitution guarantees no rights to the people which are 
enforceable in any way or which are not subject to viola 
tion by the emergency autocratic decrees of the bureaucra- 
cy which is irremovable and inviolate The right to strike, 
to living wage to work and rest for the working class and 
salaried employees is not guaranteed and made enforceable 
The land of the landlords and the properties and incomes of 
the dethroned or enthroned princes are made mviolable 
The landless peasant can have land, it appears, but only if 
he can buy it or compensate the landlord for it But to buy 
land and to pay compensation, capital is needed, and tens 
of millions of poor peasants who live from hand to mouth 
have no capital Therefore the poor peasants have to stay 
without land and contmue their existence m poverty It 



S Documents of the History of ifie CPI 

as characteristic that by several treaties with Bntam and 
America, the government had made the property of foreign 
holders in our country sacred and inviolable, having pro- 
vided them with such guarantees that even their profits 
cannot be touched and ha\e to be let out of the country in 
the way they like And this at a time when the government 
refuses to guarantee the citizens from the club law of the 
police officers and from the plunder on the part of the 
moneylenders and profiteers 

Thus while the stranglehold of landlords, prmces and 
imperialists on our economy, land and capital is guaranteed 
by this constitution not a single item of the life and liberty 
of our masses is guaranteed, beyond stating them as pious 
Illusory wishes The constitution is not and cannot be 
called a truly democratic constitution but is a constitution 
of a landlord capitalist state, lied to foreign imperialist m- 
terests— mainly British 

18 It IS quite natural that m view of the terrible con- 
ditions described above, dooming the people to poverty 
and subjecting them to a lawless regime, the people have 
lost their faith in the present government, they are be- 
coming deeply distrustful of it and start to consider it their 
enemy who is protecting the landlords, moneylenders and 
other exploiters agamst the people Moreover the masses of 
the people openly voice their discontent and revolt m se- 
veral provinces against the inhuman regime of the present 
government and are seeking out ways to substitute this 
government by a new people's government able to express 
the will and interests of the people, able to protect it 
agamst the oppression of landlords, capitalists, profiteers, 
monej lenders and foreign imperialists 

19 Faced with these facts, the Communist Party of India 
feels it its duty to outline to the people the pract’cal tasks 
the practical program which the Communist Part>’ of India 
upholds and which should be put into effect by the people 
of India if thej' wish to come out of the deadlock into which 
they have been forced by the present government if they 
wish to attain their freedom and happiness 
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\Mille adhennR to the aim ol building a socialist society 
the Communist Part> is not demanding the establishment 
ol socialKm in our countrj m the present stage of our d** 
\clopncnt In \ieu of the backuartlncss of the cconcmic 
desclopmcnl nf Indn ind of the weakness of the mass 
organisitions of workers peasants and toiling intelli 
gcnLsla cur part> does not find it possible at present to 
carry out socialist transformations in our counlr 3 But our 
partj regards as quite mature the task of replacing the pre 
sent antidemocratic and antipopular go%emment b> a new 
go\-emmcnt of people s democracy created on the basis of 
a coalition of all democratic antifcudal and anti imperialist 
forces in the countrj capable of cfrectt\'cl> guaranteeing 
the rights of the people of giving land to the peasants 
gratis of protecting our national industries against the 
competition of foreign goods and of ensuring the indu«tnal 
isation of the country of stcueing a higher standard oi 
living to the working class of ridding the people of un 
cmpIo>inent and thus placing the country on the wide road 
of progress cultural advancement and independence 
\Miat arc the practical tasks which in the opinion of the 
Communist Party of India should be carried out by the 
new peoples democratic government’ 

These tasks arc as follows 


N im. I IH4) OF brAit Structuri: 

20 The sovereignlj of the people lb the concentration 
of all power in the country m the hands of the people The 
supreme power in the state must bo vested entirely m the 
peoples reprc«cntatives who wnll be elected by the people 
and be subject to recall at any time upon a demand by the 
majontj of electors and who shall constitute a single po- 
pular assembly a single legislative chamber 

21 The restriction of the rights of the president of the 
republic In virtue of which the president and persons au 
thorised by him will be deprived of the right to promulgate 
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laws, which have not been passed by the legislature. The 
president shall be elected by the legislature 

22 Universal, equal and direct suffrage for all male and 
female citizens of India who have attained the age of 
eighteen years m all elections to the legislative assembly 
and to the various local government bodies, secret ballot, 
the right of every voter to be elected to any representative 
institution, payment to people’s representatives, propor- 
tional representation of political parlies in all elections 

23 Local government on a wide scale and with wide 
powers through people’s conuniUees The abolition of all 
local and provincial authorities appointed from above (eg 
governors, magistrates, commissioners, etc.) 

24 Inviolability of person and domicile, unhampered 
freedom of conscience, religious belief and worship, speech, 
press, assembly, strike and combination, freedom of move 
ment and occupation 

25 Equal rights for all citizens irrespective of religion, 
caste, sex, race or nationality, equal pay for equal work, 
irrespective of sex 

Social disabilities from which women suffer shall be 
abolished and they shall be given protection to secure and 
exercise equal rights with men m such matters as inheri- 
tance of property, marriage and divorce laws, entrace to 
professions and service, etc 

Social and economic oppression of one caste by another 
or social and personal bans and prohibitions imposed by 
the socalled upper castes on the lower castes, especially the 
scheduled castes in the name of custom, tradition Or reli 
gion shall be abolished and made punishable by law 

Religious minorities shall be given protection against 
di'crimination 

26 The right of all nationalities to selfdetermination 
The repodhu of iheftu wrf? otirte 6\e peopiVsT aif Cfte vemlTOS' 
nationalities of India not by force but by their voluntary 
consent to the creation of a common state 

27 The present boundaries of the states in the Indian 
Union shall be recast and states shall be reconstituted ac 
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cording to the principle of common language Prmceh 
stalt5 whirc existing shall be dcssolvcd into Ih" 
appropnati. adjoining national states and the for 
eifm possessions shall be restored to the eountrj 
and reconstituted on the same prmaple The tribal 
areas or areas uhc-c the population is specific In composi- 
tion and Is distinguished bj specific social conditions or 
constitutes a national minoritj \nU have complete regional 
autonomj and regional governments and full assistance 
for their development 

28 Introduction of progressive income tax in industrv 
agriculture and trade and maximum relief in taxation for 
worJters, peasants and artisanr 

20 Right of people to receive instruction in their mother 
tongue in educational institutions the use of the national 
language of the particular state m oil its public and state 
Institutions provision for the use of the language of a 
mlnontv or region v.here necessary in addition to the 
national language Use of Hindi as an all-India state Ian 
guage Will not be obligatory* In Hindusthani-speaking 
areas safeguard and protection to Urdu and Uevnagari 
scripts and the right of the people to use either of the two 
scripts 

30 Measures to foster encourage and develop such 
literature art and culture as will 

— help each nationality including the tribal people to 
develop their language and culture In their own way and 
In unison vnth the common aspirations of the democratic 
masses of the country as a whole, 

— help the democratic masses in their struggle to Im 
prove their living conditions and enrich their life 

— help the toiling people to get rid of caste and com 
munal hatred and prejudices and ideas of fear subservi- 
ence and superstition traditionally Inculcated m them b> 
the landlord-bourgeois classes 

— help all people grow feelings of brotherhood with the 

•The third party congress added the following words here but 

wiii' iV em-mnvetM' »er ir miwee ftnlwWKW ^vsVi^vnRV'.K'-r 

o/ diOerent states anil benteen the people of different stares 
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goods in the country. Manufacturer^, who arc not protected 
by the government from ruinous foreign competition, trj’’ 
to make good their Icssos which arise from this competition 
by increasing pressure on the worlcing class by worsening 
its conditions But the industries cannot develop if the Ih- 
ing conditions of the workers deteriorate, for a hungry and 
moneyless worker cannot be an adequate factor for the de- 
velopment of modern industry This circumstance is 
another reason for the insufficient development of our 
national industry To break through this vicious circle, it is 
necessary to guard our national industry against the com 
petition of foreign goods, to launch an all out industrialisa- 
tion of the country and to improve the conditions of the 
workmg class The Communist Party of India considers to 
achieve this, it is necessary 

41 To provide for the protection of the national industry 
against the competition of foreign goods m the country by 
promulgating appropriate laws 

42 To develop the national industry and to prepare con- 
ditions for the industrialisation of the country without 
sparing any efforts and resources of the state to achieve 
this end 

43 To regulate and coordmate the various sectors of eco 
nomy m order to achieve a planned economic development 
of the country in the interests of the people 

44 To improve radically the bving and working condi- 
tions of workers by fixing a living wage, application of the 
eight hour day and fortyfour-hour week m all -industnes 
and trades, introduction of a six hour day in underground 
■mines and other trades injurious to health, social insurance 
at the expense of the state and capitalists against every 
kind of disability and unemployment, establishment of 
labour exchanges working m association with trade unions 
establishment of industrial courts, recognition of trade 
unions, the right to collective bargaining and the right to 
strike 

45 To introduce effective control of prices of goods of 
mass consumption 

4G The problem of the refugee population, mainly of the 
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-millions of the uprooted w’orkers, peasants, artisans, 
jniddleclass employees, etc must be resolved by their 
speedy rehabilitation by the state and specially bj provid- 
ing them uith land instruments of labour, employment 
and faalities for de\ eloping their life m their own national 
way 


Nmionu. IsnrPENucNCE for Ivdi\ 

In spite of the much-advectised statement that the 
British have left our country, it is a fact that a large num 
ber of factories and workshops, mines and plantations 
shipping and banking of India are ou-ned by the British 
capitalists who annually draw hundreds of millions of pro 
from them With this power o\ er our economic life and 
their ties and partnership with the big capitalists m our 
country who are collaborating with them, the British im- 
penabsts from behind the scene and their collaborators 
iiamper the development of our industries and thus perpe- 
tuate our povertj 

We cannot be a strong and prosperous country until we 
are industrialised on a ide scale, but industrialised to 
^uch an extent we shall never be as long as British capital 
exists in India, for the profits of British enterprises are 
taken out of the country and we are unable to use them to 
■expand our industries, as long as the big national capital 
ists, their collaborators keep us tied to the empire 

Moreover one has to take into account th® numerous 
British advisers with -nbom our navy, our army, pobce and 
other punitive organs teem. 

To become a truly independent state, India has to break 
’ with the empire, to put an end to the domination of th“ 
British capital m the country's economy and to get rid of 
the British advisers 

Therefore the Communist Party of India considers 
necessary 

47 The ivithdrawal of India from the British common- 
wealth of nations and the British empire 
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48 The confiscation and nationalisation of all factories, 
banks, plantations, shipping and mining owned by the Bn- 
tish m India, whether m their own name or under tbe- 
signboard of Indian companies 

49 Removal of the British advisers m India from the 
posts held by them 


rouNOMiON 01 iiir PoREiCN Pouc\ or Ivdi\ 

India needs peace and peaceful development It is mter 
ested in peace and economic cooperation wth all states In. 
this respect Britain is not an exception if it onlj proves 
capable of carrying on economic cooperation with India on 
the basis lull equality The spurious play between peace 
and war, between partisans of peace and adi’ocates of Bg“ 
gressive war, earned on by the present Indian government 
is not m India’s interests 

The chief enemy of peace and advocate of an ^aggressn^ 
war IS now the United States of America which has rallied 
round itself all aggressive countries This camp of war is 
facing the camp of peace which includes such states as the 
Soviet Union, the Chinese People s Republic and other 
countries of people s democracy Instead of joiiung hands 
with the partisans of peace against the aggressors and 
branding the Urdted States of America as chief aggressor 
the Indian government is carrying on a suspicious play be- 
tween these two camps, and is flirtmg with the USA thus 
facilitating the struggle of aggressors against -peaceloMi^S 
countries WTiat India needs is not play betw^a peace and 
war, but a xmited front with peacelovmg countnes and 
friendship with them. 

Still less in India’s interests is the wrangling m which 
the Indian Union anrf Pklos^ are engaged" and" which 
not counteracted on the part of the present Indian 
gov emment. 

The unbalancing of the integral economy of India caused 
by the division of the country, the strife betvreen Pakistan 
and India, which enables the reactionary rulmg circles to 
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divide the people and provides the American and British 
imperialists with opportunities for .intervention, as m Kash- 
mir, and for increasmg their domination over both, will be 
overcome by .a firm alliance of friendship and mutual assis 
tance between India and the state of Pakistan. India must 
also enter mto friendly alliance with the states of Ceylon 
and NepaL i t 

The economy of Ceylon js dependent on and coraple 
mentary to that of India^ Quite a Urge section of its people 
are formed from Indian plantation and ojher vorkers who 
have migrated to Ceylon The Ceylonese and ♦Indian land* 
lords and traders mute the Indifih and Ceylonese workers 
against each other to gain their^selfish ends Th? absence oi 
alliance is utilised by the imperialists gnd their henchmen 
to sow discord among all' these states and, to jpowi, hatred 
among their peoples, leading to the.eviction of, millions of 
people from their homeland.. * Only^ a alhancej^apd 
friendship can defeat this game ofjimpenalist; and the re- 
actionary ruling nrcles of these countnes ri^o i>' * i 

Therefore the''Communist Party jcf {India ^considers it 
necessary to guarantee the following* j nbr ♦ ♦ 

- 50 Honest and consistent policy of peace m aUiance.vnth 
all peaceloving states and united front wi^h them agaimt 
aggressors 

51 The policy of economic cooperation with all states 
capable of carrying on economic cooperation without any 
discrimination whatsoever on the basis of full equality 

52 The policy of alliance and friendship with Pakistan 
Ceylon and Nepal 

53 The policy of domg its utmost to protect the legiti 
mate rights and mterests of Indians residing abroad 


The Communist Party of India puts this program before 
the people of India, in order that they may have a clear 
picture of the objective they are hghtmg for 

Our party calls upon the toiling millions, the workmg 
class, the peasantry, the foiling mfelhgenfsia the middle- 
classes as well as the national bourgeoisie interested m the 
D2 
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freedom of the coimtry and the development ot prosperous 
life — to unite into a single democratic ifrbnt m order to 
attain complete independence o£ one country, the emanci- 
pation! of the peasarrts from the oppression of the feudah, 
improvement! in the Me of all Working people, to bring 
about h major fonvard stride Tn onr agriculture, a jnajot 
forward stride in our national industry and secure tbs 
cultural advancement nf -our countryi 5 > r T 

The people of India led by its workmg tdass -and its 
Commumst Party, graded by the teachmgsof Marxv£ngels, 
Lemn and Stalm firmly albed with the milhon-headed 
peasantry of nur land tvill achieve this pnigram. The pnn 
aples and the philosophy of Marxism, and the ieaderthip 
of the Comimimst Party have led nearly half of humanity 
to sooalism, to freedom, to real democracy, at the 
of which stands the Soviet Union. The peoples ofuAsia 
by the great Chmese people’s demoeracy are now battling 
to free themselves from Impenalsm. India is the last big 
gest dependent -semicolotual coimtry in j\sia sUll left fot* 
the enslavers to rob and exploit But the Communist Party 
Iwheves that India too will soon take its place -among the 
great nations “of the -world as a h -victonous-people’s derso- 

cracy and take the road-olpeace, prosperity and happiness. 



2. laclical line 

Not Pocetuz. But Rn-ournosAHY Path 


1 The immediate main objectives set forth In the draft 

program of the Communist Party of India are the com 
plete liquidation of feudalism, the distribution of all land 
held by feudal owners among the peasants and agricultural 
workers, and achievement of fullmational Independence 
and freedom. These objectives cannot be realised m a 
peaceful, parliamentary way. Ihese objectives can be rea- 
lised only through a revolution, through the overthrow of 
the present Indian state and its replacement by a people's 
democratic state. Forthls the Communist Party shall 
strive to rouse the entire peasantry and the working class 
against the feudal exploiters, strengthen the alliance bet- 
iveen the tsorking class and the peasantry and build, under 
the leadership of the working class, a broad nationwide 
united front of all anti^impenalut classes (including the 
national bourgeoisie), sections, groups, parties and ele- 
ments willing to fight for democracy and for the freedom 
and independence of India. t > 

2 tVhile resorting to all forms if 'struggle, including 
the most elementary forms, and while utilising all legal 
possibilities for mobilising the masses and taking them for- 
v.ard In the struggle for freedom and democracy, the Com- 
munist Party has always held that in the presenf colonial 
set up in India and in view of the absence of genuine demo- 
cratic liberties, legal and parliamentary possibilities are 

Tbii document \^as drafied in consuItation'nitlTthe leaders of the 
CP5U, and adopted by the CC lo Apnl 1951 and circulated illegafly 

liihed (sec next item) The mam beading has been supplied by the 
editor. 
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freedom of the country and the development of- prosperous 
life — to mute into a single democratic j front m order to 
attain complete independence of oar country, the emanci- 
pation of the peasants from the Jippression of the feudal*, 
improvement' m thfe life of all working people, fo bnng 
about -a major ^forward stride in oar agrtiulture, a major 
forward stride in our national industry and secure the 
cultural advancement' of our country^J ■) t 
The peopler of India led by jts working das -and it® 
Communist Party, gmded by the teachings of Marx, Engei®* 
Lemn and Stalm, firmli' allied with .fhe milhon-headed 
peasantry of our land will achieve this program> The prin 
aples and the philosophy of Marxism- and the Jleader«b 3 p 
of the Communist Party have led ttearfy half of humanity 
to soaalisnx, to freedom, to real, demonracy, at the head 
of which stands the Soviet Union. The pepples of -Asia 
by the great Chinese people’s democraeyare now bsUhoS 
to tree themselves from impenalsmj India is the last big 
gest dependent ■^emicolomal country m -Asia still left 
the enslavers to rob and «q{ilolt But theXkmnrmnist Party 
believes that India too will soon take its place -anwng ^ 
great nations -of the world as a b 10010x10115 people s dexn®" 
cracy and take the roadof peace, prosperity and happiness- 
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1 The Immediate main objectives set forth In the draft 
program of the Communist Party of India ore the com 
plctc liquidation of feudalism, the distnbution of all land 
held by feudal owmcrs among the peasants and agricultural 
u’orkers, and achievement of full national independence 
and freedom. These objectives cannot be realised in a 
peaceful, parliamentary way These objectn'cs can be rea 
lised only through a revolution, through the overthrow* of 
the present Indian state and Jts replacement by a people's 
democratic slate For -this the Comrountsl Party shall 
strive to rouse the entire peasantry and the working class 
against the feudal exploiters, strengthen the alliance bet* 
ween the working class and the peasantry and build, imder 
the leadership of the w'orkhig class, a broad nationwide 
united front of all anti*unpenalist classes (including the 
national bourgeoisie), sections, groups, parties and ele* 
ments willing to fight for democracy and for the freedom 
and independence of India. 

2 IVhile resorting to all forms of struggle, including 
the most elementary forms, and while utilising all legal 
possibllltu» for mobilising the masses and taking them for 
ward in the struggle for freedom and democracy, the Com- 
munist Party has always held that in the present colonial 
set up m India and in view of the absence of genuine demo- 
cratic liberties, legal and parliamentary possibilities are 

Thii docvmenl was drafted in consuftation with iho leaders of Ihe 
CPSU, and adopted by ihe CC in Apnl 1951 and circulated jllepany 
A legal version was adopted by llie Calcutta conference and pu^ 
Ijshed (see next item) The mam beadins has been supplied by the 
c'oiior 
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severely restricted and that therefore the replacement ol 
the present state upholding the imperialist feudal order fay 
a people’s democratic state is possible only through an 
armed revolution of the people The concrete experience 
of the last three years m India, after the socalled transfer 
of power, has only confirmed this thesis 

.1 i ' i 

^ C0MBLS\TlON OF PARIJS-O. \\yUl tS THE 

CouvTsisiDE^Mi Workers i^sfsC/iv CmeSf 
I j f 

l^evertheless, wrong and distorted 4deas hav e pr® 
vailed m Our party ranks about the exact chatacter of this 
armed struggle and the exact form it will have to take in 
order to ensure victory For a period after the ' second 
party congress, the dominant tendency inside the par^y 
leadership was to forget the colonial nature of India s ece 
nomy, to refuse to draw lessons from the expenence of th'’ 
revolutionary movement m China and other colonial coun 
tries, to minimise the immense* importance of peasant 
struggles and to put forward the thesis that the political 
general stroke in the aUes and in industrial areas is th' 
mam weapon of our revolution, that such a strike wUI itseu 
unleash countrywide Insurrection and lead to the oi'ei 
throw of the present state 

Afterwards on the basis of a wTong understanding 
the experience of the Chmese revolution the thesis 
put forward that the Indian revolution would develop 
exactly m the same way as the revolution m China ^ 
that partisan war would be the mam or almost the onb 
weapon to ensure its victory 

While the former thesis nunimised the importance of t- 
peasant masses and their struggles, the latter thesis 
znised the importance of the working class and its action^ 
Soth tactical lines were the result of ignoring the sp^’Ci •" 
situation m India and of the tendency to draw 
parallels wllh other countries 
In theory as well as m practice both tactical Imes amoo^' ^ 
ed to repudiation of the key task of building the alh^^ 
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of the uorking class and the peasantry, repudiation there- 
fore, of the task of building the united natior^al front of 
%shlch this alliance alone could be the firm faa^is, repudia 
tion of the leadership of the uorking class in the antifcudal 
and anti-impcrialist resolution. 

4 In order to csohe a correct tactical line, it is neces 
sary to discard both the erroneous theses given above and 
to take into account all the factors of the Indian situation 
India IS a vast country, with a backward and basically 
colonial economy and with 80 pdr cent of its people 
dependent on agriculture In such a country, partisan 
warfare, as the experience of China has shown, Is one of 
the most powerful uxapons In the armoury of the revolu 
tionary movement and this w*capon wnll have to be wielded 
by the Communist Party in (he fight for national liberation. 
At the same time It must be realised that there sf® other 
specific lectors ol the Indian situation which are swth that 
I this weapon alone cannot lead to victory In Chma, the 
split In the united national front m 1927 simultaneously 
split the armed forces also and the Communist Party had 
an army of 30,000 to start wnlh Moreover, because of the 
I sparse development of railways and other means of trans- 
( port, the enemy found it difficult to rapidly concentrate his 
I forces against the areas held by the communists Despite 
these advantages enjoyed by the revolutionary forces, they 
t were repeatedly encircled by the enemy Time and again 
they had to break away from this encirclement and threat 
of annihilation and migrate to new areas to rebuild again 
It was only when they made their way into Manchuria an 1 
j found the firm rear of the Soviet Union that the threat of 
j enarclement came to an end and they were abl^ to launch 
that great offensive which finally led to the liberation of 
China It was thus the support given by the existence of a 
mighty and firm Soviet rear that was of decisive import 
ance in ensuring victory to the tactic of peasant partisan 
/ warfare m the countryside m China* 

I 5 In these respects the situation m India is different 
^ \Ve have no army to start 'with it hasjto be The 

transport system m India is far more^j^dev eloped than m 
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Chm^ enabling the government to smftly concentrate big 
forces against partisan areas And abo\e aJt, the geogra 
phical position of India is such that we cannot expect to 
have a friendly neighbouring state which can serve as 
firm and povv erful rear All these do not mean that partisan 
warfare has no place m India. On the conlrarj', because 
of the factors given earlieCj partisan y. ar must be one oI 
the major weapons m our armoury as in the case of 
colonial countries But this w-eapon alone cannot ensure 
V ictor> U has to be combined with the other major wea- 
pons — that of strikes of the working class, general stnk^ 
and upnsmgs m cities led b> armed detachments of 
workmg class Therefore, in order to achieve victory of th‘‘ 
popular democratic revolution, it is 'absolutely essential to 
combme two basic factors of the revolution — the “partisan 
war of the peasants and workers' risings in the cities 
6 ‘ Partisan areas vvill inevitably arise m various parti 
of the country as the crisis deepens and as the mass pe« 
ant movement rises to the level of revolutionary seizu^ 
ofjland and foodgrams, paralysing and 'Mpmg out of the 
local forces of the enemy These areas and the revolution 
ary forces operating in them, however, will conUnuousl/ 
face the danger of encirclement and anmhilalion at th" 
bands of the enemy'', “Even the coming Into existence o 
liberated temtones with their own armed forces in several 
parts of the country wall not eliminate this danger becaus® 
these areas wall themselves be surrounded by hostile forced 
from all sides Therefore partisan war alone, no matt-'r 
how widely extended, cannot insure victory over the enemy 
in the concrete situation prevailing In India When tb® 
maturing crisis gives nse to partisan struggles on a wid? 
scale when the partisan forces in several areas are 'balttin^ 
against the enemy, the workers m the cities m vital mdJ» 
tries and especially m the transport system, will have 
play a decisive role The onslaught of the enemy agsmi 
the partisan fortes, against liberated areas will hav e to 
hampered and paralysed by mass strike actions of 
working class With hundreds of streams of partisan stru^ 
gles merging with the general strike and uprising of wcfl'' 
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ers in the aties, the enemy will find it impossible to con 
centrate his forces anywhere! and defeat the Tevolutionary 
forces but will himself face defeat anH ann ihila tion. Even 
inside the armed forces of the government the crisis will 
grow and big sections will jom the forces of revolution 


Alliance of ^^'oRlCEJ^s and PnAsufrs as Conditios or Victory 

7 Such a perspective demands the closest alliance bet 
ween the workmg class and the peasantry and the realisa- 
tion of workingclass leadership m this Chance- Jhis alli- 
ance will be built m action, by the bold championship by 
the working class of the demands of the peasantry, by the 
direct support given by the working class m the (form of 
demonstrations and strikes to the struggles waged by the 
peasantry Leadership of the workmg class will be realised 
not merely through the leadership of the Communist Party 
but above all through the direct/mass actions of the work 
mg class itself m support of the demands and struggles of 
the peasantry Of all classes thei working class isiJooked 
upon by the peasants as their closest friend andnlly Many 
workers come from the rural area^ abd are connected with 
the peasant by a thousand and one tie. Actions by the work- 
ing class help not merely the eiastmg peasant struggles but 
also, as the history of our nabonal movement shows m 
spire the peasants in the'! neighbouring areas, xadicalise 
them and help in developing new peasant struggles In th** 
present situation in Indian when tail classes, all sections 
except the exploiting few, are facing starvation and when 
hatred against the present govemmentils growmg -'Strike 
actions by the working class on such an issue as food ration 
cuts can be a mo^ powerful weapon to jnspire the entire 
people, to give concrete form to their -discontent, to build 
their unity in action and to raise the popular movement to 
a higher level By fighting not merely for its own demands 
but for the demands of all discontented classes and sections 
especially the peasantry, "by -arting as the ioremost dham- 
pion of the Interests of ths'gCneral democratic movement, 
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the working class will come forward as the leader of the 
revolutionary people and build their revolutionary unity. 

8. It is of the utmost Importance therefore that the party 
creates a political consciousness in the working class, 
makes it conscious of its role of hegemony, overcomes the 
present disunity of the working class, wins over the ma- 
jority of workers in the vital industries and builds a 
powerful workingclass - movement with underground 
factory and workshop committees as its nucleus. The best 
and most advanced elements must be recruited into .the 
party. All ’this demands intensive political agitation iu 
the working' class, patient day-to-day work, leadership cf 
immediate struggles for the 'winning, of the concrete de- 
mands and the building up of a strong tradeunion: mov^’ 
ment. Only a united '.workingclass and. a vt'orJdng ^dass 
conscious of its role'of t hegemony ' can -' build 'national 
unity.- 1 ■ 'i"'- • ■■ ■ '''. 1 ,. f' d.vi*' l 

PAims.c* -.W ariof Pc.«.\kts; ' 

r 9. ' In the rural areas the party has'to'reuse all sections 
of the peasants, including the iHdi peasants, gainst feudal 
exploitation and build -their unity b&sing itself firmly on 
the agricultural workers and 'poor -peasants who togeth®^ 
from the overwhelming majority of the. population. tVhii® 
the liquidation of ' feudalism and distribution of land' 
the peasants must’ remaih'the key'; slogans of; -agrarian 
revolution for the entire period, it 'is -necessary, to. fornJU-’ 
late immediate specific. demands for each' provints and 
each 'area like reduction, of • rent, fain price - for agricul- 
tural produce, -abolition'of feudal levies and forced labour, 
living wage for agricultural rworkers, etc. and lead actions 
for -the .Tealisation ofi these.- demands.; The agrarian crisis 
is'-maturing rapidly and the t peasant masses -are seething 
with discontent against the present government which rose 
to power on the faasis'of their, support-^and .afterward^ 
betTayedltheitL'Despite'however .this > widespread jdiscont' 
ent'and despite the numerous -peasant- actions .that ‘have 
taken-placeon many 'pirtsmfjthej country,.': the : peasant 
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movement m the country as a whole remains weak and 
large sections of peasants have not j-ct been drawn into 
activ e struggle, because of the absence of organisation and 
/irm leadership It is our task to overcome this weakness 
by intensive popularisation of our agrarian program, by 
formulation of such concrete and easily understood de- 
mands as can become the basis for the broadest mass action, 
b> patient day to-day work and correct leadership of strug 
gics to realise these demands, and by building up in the 
course of these struggles a network of peasant and agricul- 
tural workers organisations with underground units m the 
villages as their loading and guiding centres Volunteer 
squads of the most militant and conscious sections of the 
peasants hav’C to be formed to defend the peasant move 
ment against the attacks of the enemy — squads that will 
form the nuclei of partisan squads as the movement deve- 
lop and roach the stage of seizure of land and partisan 
warfare, • i ; r i - / 

10 As the crisis matures, as the unity, consciousness 
and organuatlon of the masses grow, as the strength and 
Influence of the party develops and as the enemy resorts 
to more and more ruthless measures to crush the agrarian 
movement, the question of when wherp and how to re 
sort to arms will be more and more forced on the agenda 
As the question is one of Immense practical importance, it 
Js absolutely necessary that the parly Is able to give a 
clear and unambiguous answer to it 
It must be realised that because of the vast area of 
India,' because of the uneven level of mass consciousness 
and mass movement In different parts of the country un- 
even acuteness of the agrarian crisis and uneven strength 
and influence of the party Itself the peasant movement 
cannot develop at the same tempo everywhere Premature 
uprisings and adventurist actions of every type must be 
Undoubtedly eschewed At the same tune, it jwould be 
wrong to lay down that armed action in thejform of parti- 
san warfare should be resorted to-m every speafic area 
only when the movement m all'parts of the (country rises 
to the level of uprisings On tho contrary, m the course of 
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the development of the movement, the situation will STise 
in several areas which would demand armed struggle in 
the form of partisan warfare! For example, m a big and 
topographically suitable area where the peasant movement 
has risen to the level of seizure of land, the question as to 
how to effect that seizure and how to defend the land so 
seized will become a burning live question ^ The party is 
of the opinion that partisan warfare m sUch a situation, 
undertaken on the basis of a genuine masfe peasant mov’e 
ment and the firm unity under the leadership of the party 
of the peasant masses, especially the most oppressed and 
explfaited strata,! combined with other forms'^of struggle 
such as soaal boycott of landlords, mass no-renf struggle, 
agricultural workers’ strike, can, if correctly" conducted 
and led have a rousing and galvanising effect on the peas- 
ant masses in all areas and raise their own struggles to a 
higher level II j If 

Wherever such partisan struggles develop they must 
also be -combined with mass actions the working class, 
especially In the neighbouring areas, in” the form of 
strikes and demonstrations Undert^en on the basts of 
the most careful preparation and f'assessment of all fac 
tors the partisan struggles must be conducted with-fthe 
utmost boldness and tenacity, defendmg the gams of the 
movement by every mean^ at our disposal 

At the same time the party has to act with the utmost 
flexibility when overwhelming forces of the enemy are 
concentrated against the partisan areas and the partisan 
forces run into the danger of defeat and total annihilation- 


Partisan Strucgle and iNwvmoAi. Terrorism 

11 In spite of the offensive nature of the partisan 
struggle It IS necessary to emphasise In our agitation and 
propaganda in the Initial period Uie defensive nature of 
partuan struggle saymg the objective of the partisan 
struggle is above all to defend the peasants from the 
attacks of the government and its pimitive organs. In 
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doing so special attention shoald ijs paid to the demands 
for which the peasants are fighting and to the atroaties 
of the government which force the peasants to take to 
arms It is necessary at the sam^ time to point out that 
it is the government that is responsible for violence and 
bloodshed 

Partisan struggle is frequently confused With individual 
terrorism it is asserted that individual terrorism is a part 
of partisan struggle ind not only a part but even a basis of 
the partisan struggle This is absolutely wrong ^Vhat is 
more 'mdividuafterrorism contradicts the spirit and objec 
lives of partisan struggle And it is absolutely incom 
patible with partisan struggle Tn the first place the ob 
jectlve of individual terrorism is to destroy particular 
individuals while not pursuing the aim of destroying the 
regime of feudal exploitation and subjugaiion of the peo 
pie whereas the objective of partisan struggle i$ not to 
destroy particular individiiais but to destroy thfe^ hated 
regune in a prolonged struggle of the popular masses Tn 
the second place mdmdual^terrorism is carried out by 
individuals— terrorists— K>r by small squads of ‘terrorists 
acting apart from the masses, and without any link with 
the struggle of the masses wherCas the partisan ‘Struggle 
IS carried on by the popular masses andnof by Individuals 
it IS carried on in close contact with ihe sfruggfe of the 
masses a^amst the existing regime 
Since individual terrorism is directed against particula 
individuals and not agamsi the regime it creates m the 
minds of the masses a harmful illusion as if It would be 
possible to destroy the regime by destroying individual 
representatives of the regime that what matters is^ not 
the destruction of the regime but the destruction of th“ 
mdividual representatives of the regime that the main 
evil is not the existence of the regime but the 
existence of particular worst representatives of the regime 
whom it is precisely necessary to destroj It is clear that 
such a feeling created by Individual terrorism can only 
weaken the onslaught of the masses against the regime and 
thus facditate the struggle of the government against the 
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people Therein lies the first mam harm done by indivi- 
dual terrorism to the peoples partisan motement 

Smce individual terrorism is earned out not by th'* 
masses but by individual terrorists acting apart from the 
masses individual terrorism leads to an undue minimi 
sation of the role of the mass movement and to equally 
undue exaggeration of the role of the terrorists who are 
alleged to be capable of securmg the liberation of the 
people by their own forces mdependent of the growth of 
the mass partisan movement It is clear that such a feel 
mg created by individual terrorism can only cultivate 
passivity among the popular masses and thereby under 
mme the development of partisan struggle Therein lies 
the second mam harm done by individual terrorism to the 
revolutionary movement 

To sum up Individual terrorism undermines the possi 
biUty of unleasmg the partisan struggle of the masses and 
It should be rejected as harmful and dangerous 

I 

It Is Neccssarv to STBCNcnits the Pirtv 

12 Despite the tremendous radicalisation that has tal;en 
place among the masses during the last three jears and 
despite the many mass actions that have taken place and 
are taking place it vsTSuId be gross exaggeration to assert 
that India is already on the verge of an armed insurxec 
tion or a revolution that a civil war is already raging m 
the country that the government its leaders and agents 
are already completely isolated and so on and so forth 
Such an exaggeration inevitably leads to the ignoring of 
the concrete tasks facing the party the organising and 
advocao jOf adventurist actions and the issuing of futile 
calls for action and pompous slogans which bear no rela- 
tion either to the existing level of mass consciousness or 
to the actual maturity of the situationj^ In practice it re 
suits in the sejfisolation of the party making it easy for 
the enemy to destroy it It results m handing over of the 
jna'tses to the socialists and other disrup^ors 
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Equally wrong are they who through their reformism 
see only the weakness and disunity of the popular move 
ment the offensive of the enemy and advocate a policy 
of retreat and lymg low a poLcy of regroupmg of forces 
eschewing all militant action in the cities and m the coun- 
tryside for the present Tactics based on such an under 
standing of the situation would result m the worst type 
of reformism and make the party trail behind the masses 
Instead of leading them 

13 The reality of the situation is that the crisis is ma- 
turing fast under its impact the masses are gettmg fast 
radicalised and a period bf big battles lies ahead. The 
governments failure to carry out a single pledge that it 
gave to the people Its failure to tackle a Single problem— 
especially the problem of agrarian reform arid food foi^ 
tne people— all these are fast shattering the illusions' and 
already the majority of our people look upon the present 
government as a government Of the exploiting classes as 
a government of landlords and capitalists Most of^them 
Still 1)6116% e that this government can be changed and a 
real papular government take its place without resort to 
armed rev’olution and by means of the general election.^ 
nevertheless m the struggle for their day to-day demands 
— adequate wages fair price for agricultural products 
restoration of ration cuts etc — hundreds of thousands "are 
commg out m action m all^rts of the country The growth 
of the popular movement still lags behind the growdh of 
popular discontent only a small fraction of the -people 
have as yet been drawn into the actual struggle agamst 
the government This lag is due not merely to the reprea 
sive measures adopted by the government but primarily 
and above all to the weakness of the party and the exist 
ing disunity of the progressive forces It is therefore on“ 
of the key tasks of the party to forge the unity of the wor 
king class to unite the popular forces on the basis of a 
concrete program and to grow into a mass party so as to 
be able to supply the leadership which alone can unify 
and extend the mass movement and raiie it to a higher 
level 
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The party has to give the slogan that the present gov- 
ernment must go and be replaced by a popular govern 
ment, representing the unity of the democratic forces a 
government that viili break ^ith the British empire and 
carry out the program of agrarian reform and democracj 
It has to utilise the commg general elections for the mo«t 
extensive popularisation of its program, for mobilising and 
unifying the democratic forces, for expcsmg the policies 
and methods of the government. It has to lead the iriassea 
m their day-to day struggles and take them forward step 
by step so that the people, through their own experience, 
come to realise the necessity and inevitabilitj of armed 
revolution ^ 

The party must not preach the inevitabibtv of fascism 
but utilise the enormous volume of •democratic opnuon m 
the country to unite the people and halt the grovwng drive 
towards fascism on the part-of tbe p'^sent govemment- 
Througb patiept and s>stematic da> -to-day work, through 
bold championship of tbe demands of the people, through 
correct leadership of the concrete struggles of all sections 
of the people, the party will grow and be able to fulfil its 
role as organiser and leader of the peoples democratic 
movement 

14. It is necessary therefore to put an end to the inter 
mmable discussion that has been going on m our party for 
one 5 ear on the question -of the Chinese path on the ques- 
tion as to hov. armed struggle is to be conducted. Such dis 
cus*!ions disotgamse the parly dissipate its strength and 
leai-e the masses leaderJess p’wisely when they need lh“ 
leadership of the party most urgently Discussion of such 
matters earned on almost openly as they have been till 
now, reveals all our plans to the enemv and makes it difii 
cult to carry them out in practice. 

The fact is that if the crisis bursts forth in the near future 
the part> m its present disorganised and weak state wiXf 
not be able to fuHv utilise it to lead the people to revxtlu- 
tion It IS not yet prepared to shoulder the gigantic res 
ponsibihties that such a situation will place on it It -*s 
necessarj therefore that the present weaknesses are over- 
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come uith the utmost raprdily thectariks ofdhe party are 
unified and steps are taken to extend mass basis of the 
party and strengthen it While recruiting the best elements 
from the workmg class and other iightmg classes into the 
party and developmg it into a mass party at is necessary 
at -the same time to exerase the utmost vigilance agamst 
the swamping of the party by elements thatrcannot j^t be 
considered fully tested arid trustworthy Hje system of 
candidate membership must be introduced for 1his puipose; 
It is also necessary! that while utilising all possibiU 
ties the existmg illegal apparatus of the party is strengi 
thened enormously ri 

U 

The Sthuccle roa the PaESEKVAtiov or Pe.<ce-^ ■' 
f i } I 

15 ^ On^jOf the most important lasks fanng the ibrty' id 
our country is the task of mobilising the* ifidian^^people m 
the struggle for the defence of peace 'Being orii of the 
largest and most populous coimfnes of ihfe WoMS ind occu 
pying a key position in Southeast Asia India has a tremen 
dous role to play irt ihe battle agalnktf the Snglo iCrriencan 
warmongers and for the preservation of peace ^ It is the 
job of the Communist Party to ensUr^'that In^k pTays-lfiat 

f- ^ ^ 

The forces of peace In our country are -^potentially very 

•vtrong and are growing Ldve ahd admiration for^hfe So- 
Viet Union are widespread among all section^ including the 
middleclass ii^telligentsia The liberation of Chuia and ttfe 
emergence as a great power the manner m whirfi the peo 
pies government of China w successfully tackling the pro- 
blems of food famine floods and diseases have profoundly 
influenced our people So powerful the sentiment against 
American aggression in ‘Korea so widespread the Sympathy 
for the Korean people that even the most reactionary news, 
papers have had to cnticise the Americans This powerful 
mass sentiment as well as other factors have compelled 
even the Nehru government to take a stand agamst the 
most blatant acts of the Amenean impenalists (the threat 
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to use atom bomb, the branduig of People’s China as aggres- 
sors, etc ) 

16 The party, however, has as yet not succeeded in tran* 
forming the widespread peace sentiment mto a powerful 
peace movement because, as on other issues, our approaca 
to the issue of peace also was an extremely sectarian one. 
The peace movement, In the main, remained a movement 
confined to the existmg mass followirlg of the party and 
the TCJS and peasant organisations under our influence 
The peace platform was utilised for abstract denunaatiai 
of the government on all conceivable issues and to popu 
lanse struggles that only the party waged Ine^ntajaly the 
result was a restriction of the sweep of the peace move- 
ment and failure to win over as peace partisans all th'* 
genuine lovers of peace U is only recently thal these 
harmful methods are being abandoned j ^ 

Another^ manifestation -of sectarianism was the failure 
to link th€5 issue of peace with tiiejlive issues facipg the 
people, the; failure to show^the conp^ct^ion between the 
drive towards war and the mountipg' war budget of the 
Nehru government vnth the risejin^ne prices of necessi- 
ties of life, jeduction of government expenditure on^edu 
cation, neglect jOf Rousing accommodation, growing, attack 
on civil liberties etc * 

It IS of the utmost importance to abandon all sectarian 
ism in,ordet,to develop a real hroadbased peace move- 
ment The grov^ng and ‘strengthening of the national- 
liberation movement helps the cause of peace The streng 
thening of the peace movement also faalitates the grorvth 
of the national liberation movement These two move- 
ments therefore must develop in close relation with each 
other, each strengthening the other Nevertheless they are 
not identical The platform of peace is a broader platform- 
It can and must include all supporters of peace, all el®' 
ments who for various reasons are opposed to war ano 
are prepared to take their stand against all measures 
calculated to extend and unleash war 

17 It is necessary^fpr^peace: mpvement to correctly 
appraise the foreign policy of the Nehru government 
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relation to peace and to adopt a correct attitude towards 
all specific manifestations of that policy 
While the peace movement must support all these spe- 
cific acts of the government which hamper the plans of 
the warmongers, e g Nehru s declaration against the atom 
bomb and the vote against American proposal to denounce 
People’s China m the UNO, it must also simultaneous!) 
point out the halfhearted and vacillating nature of the 
government’s policy and wage a determined battle to mo 
bilise mass opinion m favour of consistent peace policy 
As a matter of fact the Nehru government’s policy can- 
not be called a policy of peace It is essentially a policy 
cf manoeuvring between the mam enemy of peace, the 
United States of America and its ]umor partner Britain 
cn the one hand and peacelovmg countries on the othei 
Nehru fears the consequences of a world war and there- 
fore advocates a policy of 'moderation’, of not going ’too 
far' At the same time the Indian government continues 
to be an active member of the British commonwealth 
which IS a partner of American imperialism in aggres- 
sive wars ITie Indian government has not condemned th-* 
American war of aggression m Korea, nor repudiated its 
support to the illegal resolution of the UNO sanctioning 
that aggression It has not condemned the Bntish imp® 
nalists who are waging war in Malay but on the contrary 
permitted them to recruit gurkha soldiers against the 
Malayan people It has not denounced French aggression 
m Vietnam and continues to give faahties to the French 
imperialists for the transport of troops and war rcpterials 
Therefore, in addition to mobilismg the people again-)! 
the threat of atom bomb, for support to the Stockholm and 
Warsaw appeals one of the specific tasks of the peace move 
ment m India is to rally the people against those policies 
of the present government which abet and aid the colonial 
wars waged fay the American, Bntish and French impe 
rahsts against the peoples of Southeast Asia The peace 
movement is not a pacifist movement, not a movement 
merely 'itsr recurtimg ThjScnnJv •supyuri. *<u •yexcfc Yv 'fa t 
fighting movement for concrete action m defence of peace 



34 J>ocumenti of the Uhtory <'/ 

and against the imperialist warmongers, including those 
waging colonial wars 

18 The peace movement must fight against all at* 
tempts to sow hostility against the Chinese People’s Repub 
he. It must explain to our people ho%v the liberation of 
Tibet IS not a threat to peace but a decisive blow against 
the instigators of war It must uphold the heroic action of 
the Chinese volunteers who by smashing the plans of the 
American warmongers to enslave the Korean and Chinese 
peoples strengthened the cause of world peace 

19 We must also fight against all warmongering pro- 
paganda against Pakistan, pointing out how the growing 
tension between Pakistan and India is the result of impe 
rialist manoeuvres and how it helps the enemies of the 
peoples of both states We must demand a drastic reduc- 
tion in the military budget and a pohc> of friendship 
close alliance between India, Pakistan and Ceylon 

20 The peace movement must wage a determined 
battle against slanderers of the Soviet Union, against all 
those who strive to depict the consistent peace poUcj' 
the Soviet Union as a policy of war and aggression Basin? 
ourselves on the lucid and clear cut statement of Com 
rade Stalin m reply to the Pravda correspondent, we mu^t 
concretely expose the real instigators of war and uphol'^ 
the shimng example of the Soviet Union which is deiot 
mg its energies and resources to further improve the con- 
dition of the people and leading the entire progressive 
humanity in the struggle for the preservation of peace 
Firm friendship between the peacelovmg peoples of 
countries must save the world from the menace of naf 
and the people bf India have to play a big role m estab- 
lishing this friendship — this fact must be made part oi 
the consciousness of the entire people 
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Os rAftTisiN \\'\n 
Question Answet 

Question: Is it eorroet to resort to partisan war in one 
particular area where the conditions are ripe for it, even 
though other rural areas are not npc for it and the work 
ers arc not readj to support it with mass actions’ 

Answer* Ves, you can and should resort to it To slait 
or not docs not depend on us It depends on the organi 
satlonal state of the masses and their mood. If the masses 
are readj. jou must start it 

Question Have we to take up partisan struggle only 
when the peasant struggle for partial demands reaches 
the stage of land distribution and establishing of village 
peasant commUtecs’ Or. can we take it up when the 
movement Is still m the stage of struggle for partial de> 
mands, for example rent reduction’ 

Answer The partisan struggle also has stages It 
starts with smaller demands — Jet us say, reduction of 
jent It i' not yet a partisan struggle If the enemy refuses 
to grant the demands and the peasant is eager to win it 
by force, then partisan struggles can start True, it is not 
the struggle for seizure of land but only for reduction of 
rent, still it will be a partisan struggle 

The partisan struggle is a struggle for enforcing de- 
mands by force It starts whenever peasants start open 
struggle for their demands This is the first stage of the 
struggle Whenever it takes up the main demand that 
means the higher stage Whenever it takes to arms to crush 
the law this is the highest stage Just like the workers’ 
struggles 

Hence it does not depend on us If the masses are ready 
and eager, we should assist them. 

Question Gan partisan warfare even of the most ele- 
mentary type be developed *n areas where communica- 
tions are w^ell developed? ^ 
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Answer. Yes, when encirclement occurs, transfer the 
best forces to another area Lead out the armed forces 
as to ]om it with the armed forces m another area, so as 
to create a liberation army of your own 

Question: Aim of the partisan struggle that must be 
the liquidation of the enemy’s armed forces with the active 
assistance of the masses of peasants To kill individual 
oppressors with a view to terrorise all the other oppres- 
■tors and make them renounce their oppression is terrorism- 
But I cannot understand the complete banning of any m 
dividual action against any oppressor— landlord, notorious 
official or a spy — as a matter principle, under the name 
terrorism In my opinion, at times, it becomes necessaC 
in the earlier phase of the partisan struggle, to orgams*-' 
individual actions against some notorious oppressors n<t 
m order to terrorise other oppressors into renounemS 
their oppression but to guard the safety of the partisan 
squads 1 am unable to understand how such actions malie 
the people passive As 1 understand international htera 
ture, such individual actions were conducted by partis*®^® 
against German and Japanese fascists in the occupi®“ 
countries during the antifascist war, and they are heir's 
done even now in Asian countries where partisan warts'^ 
IS going on — Malaya, Burma, Indochina etc If I rem®*^ 
ber rightly, such actions were not only not banned 
Lenin in his article on partisan warfare but on the oth®’" 
hand he severely criticised the mensheviks who cot^ 
demned them as anarchism I «eek clarification cn thi 
point 

Answer- Comrade says he cannot understand why i^' 
dividual terrorism should slovir down the action of th** 
masses Individual terrorism is called so net mereh 
because Jt is directed gainst indjvjdu4d epfvesisoTS bu* 
al'o because it is earned out by individuals or group® 
irrespective of the masses Individual terrorism CTeste> 
the illusion that the main evil is not the regime but 
viduafs that only If a few more are destroyed the 
will b" finished off What conclusions will the mas®®^ 
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draw'’ That with the help of terrorism of this type it is 
possible to dcstroj the regime after s long struggle 
And if such conclusions are drawn by the peasants they 
will sa> Vo use developing the struggle against the re- 
gime Our glorious terrorists w-ill do the job Such senti 
mints weaken the onslaught of the masses against th'‘ 
•egime it is harmful and dangerous 
Individual terrorism creates the belief that the mam 
force lies In the heroic terrorists and not in the masses 
The role of the masses becomes to watch and applaud 
That means to cultivate passKliy Marx and Engels taught 
that the liberation of the masses has to be won by th<» 
masses themselves This is what you ought to tell them 
PlfJerent results follow, from individual terrorism Masses 
look upon the terrorists as heroes and liberators 
Comrades reference to Lenin is wnthout foundation We 
can give him articles by Lcnm directed against individual 
terrorism. You must know how hard he hit mensheviks 
when the revolution was at an ebb and they took to terror 
The theory of Individual terrorism comes to the front 
when the revolution recedes It is a reflection of the weak 
ness of the movement WTienever the revolutionary 
movement is rising and the masses themselves rise their 
theory of Individual terrorism disappears from the hori 
zon Comrade must bear that in mind 
On landlords and cnpitahsl landlords In general land 
lord means feudal landlord In the case of capitalist land 
lords as desenbed by comrade there should be a limit to 
the total land to be allowed to them 
This program lays down the broad outline You wnll 
have to prepare a special agrarian program of your own 
You have cultured provinces backward provinces In 
some capitalist farming has made big strides Every area 
has Its own specific feature All this has to be taken into 
account 
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1 Questions nml Answers 


Deleted from the program the abolition of all indirect 
taxations Our experience shows it is not possible at 
this stage Only later, when revolution gams, it will b? 
possible to reduce prices, reduce and then annul indirect 
taxes Russian Marxists at first put this in their ininunuiti 
program but it proved wrong 


Also we are opposed to the abolition of regular army 
Experience shows that the revolution cannot be defended 
without a standing army, with well-qualified and traine* 
men, tankmen, airmen, pilots, etc Modem army cannot 
exist without well trained cadres If India bases itself 
on rifles and machme guns, Pakistan can easily subjugal® 
It Must have army of its own. Present army of Nehru 
however is a mercenary army Popular national armies 
not mercenaries It is linked with the people Perhaps 
they will not digest general principle of conscription m 
India Effect of British tradition which considers consenp* 
tion a misfortune Will say that Nehru not enforcing oo» 
seription but bolsheviks want it Better not to say 
thing 


On competition of foreign goods m India: Theoretically' 
we know that America m a crisis dumps its goods 
happened in China under Chiang Flooded China 
American goods and rumed national mdustries Thats 
why the Chinese bourgeoisie accused Chiang of not de- 
fending the national industries and opposed him. 
know if America is domg the same m India 

Question: Can we say that the Indian big bourge®^^^ 
has finally gone over to imperialism”! If so, what ^ 
objective basis of winnmg over or mobilising any secti 
m the struggle against impenabsm”! 


Answer. A certain part of the big national bourg^o 
has finally jomed hands with imperialism but not 
whole of It Many among the bourgeoisie stand fof 
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^lusinaliwllon and would be opposed to foreign capital m 
the inner market 

Question Can In India the big bourgeoisie or anj 
faction of It stU! be called oppositional in its relation to 
Imperialism? 

Ansner* 'ies. It can unqucstionabl) If on!} because 
the government plunders the peasants and restricts th«. 
heme market It maj not shout from the house tops abo 
It but It IS opposed to this all the same 

Question Is U the entire big bourgeoisie or onl} sec- 
tions that are collaborating uith imperialism’ If sections, 
then uhich sections’ 

Answer First psrt of the question alread} ansa^e^ed 
As regards the second part, it is WTOng to put such a 
question, 'iou want to weigh them m a balance’ Cannot 
do that National bourgeoisie should be taken as a whole 
Us majorit} Growth of movement wdll show who stands 
where There are scoundrels among the national bourgeo- 
isie but the} are not typical of the class as a whole The 
snme IS true of the working class Not all sections and all 
elements are revolutionary So if you look at the problem 
in a Marxist way the national bourgeoisie is oppositionaL 
Partly undoubtedly reactionary but not the whole Not 
only small but many of the bourgeoisie feel that the In 
ncr market is too narrow and will not prevent land being 
handed ov er to the peasants 

Question \Vhat is the class character of the present 
Nehru government? Wc think this big bourgeois landlord 
government collaborating with Imperialism. 

Answer Not quite Nehru bases himself not only on 
these classes but also on the kulaks When the government 
cry buy land it addresses itself to the kulaks and the 
kulaks appreciate So the basis is not as narrow as J-ou 
think. Therefore it is not a puppet government In order to 
overthrow it one has to work hard Dont think if you 
blow it will fall 

Weakness of the Nehru government is that it does not 
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base itself on the majoraly of the peasantry, workers and 
loalang antelJigentsia It « from this direction that you 
should launch your attacks 

Question: If this is so, why would kulak join us*’ How 
can we win him over? 

Answer; We have to ally with htm tn the a/iUfeudzl 
struggle. The kulak sjTnpathises with the Nehru govern- 
ment But if the peasantry rises against the feudals, tn® 
kulak thinte that the part of the feudal land vail /ah 
htm, but will either support the peasants or proclaim r^u 
trahty. 

Question; Are we right when we say that the united 
front we have to build is a united front of all classes in- 
cluding the national bourgeoisie*’ 

Answer: Yes. you are right 

Question: Can we characterise the foreign policy of 
Nehru government as a manoeuvre between Bntish and 
American imperialism'’ Does this apply to the foreign’ 
policy in so far as it relates to the specific policy of peace 
Answer: Yes, subject to one correction Nehru al®® 
plays between the peacelovmg countries and the war bloc. 

Question: What should be our attitude to such specific 
manifestation of the government’s foreign policy, as 
instance the stand on the use of the atom bomb or on tb” 
American proposal to brand People’s China as an aggressor’ 
Should we merely expose them as a manoeuvre or diould 
we support them while simultaneously exposing them ^ 
halfhearted and inadequate in nature’’ 

Answer: The latter is right. Support and expose 
halfhearted nature 

Questicn: Is there any contradiction between the 
tain specific acts of the government and our general opp^’ 
sition to It'’ 

Answer: No contradiction 
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■ statement of Policy of the Communist Party of India 

Ouft OBjncTivc 

. The experience of the last four years has taught the 
people of ‘our country that the present govemnnent and 
the present system cannot solve their main problems of 
life. It cannot give them land and bread, work and 
wages, peace and freedom. They are coming to realise the 
necessity of changing the present government, which 
mainly serves the interests of feudal landlords and big 
monopoly financiers and the hidden power behind the® 
all, the vested Interests of British imperialism. 

The Communist Party, therefore, has adopted a pro- 
gram In which it says, that it "regards as quite mature 
the task of replacing the present antidemocratic and anti- 
popular government by a new government of people’# 
democracy". 

Who should form such a government? The program 
says that it will be created "on the basis of a coalition of 
all democratic, antifeudal and anti-imperialist forces in 
the country”. 

And this government and the forces who form it must 
be "capable of effectively guaranteeing the rights of the 
people, of ^ving land to the peasants gratis, of protect- 
ing our national industries against competition of foreign 
goods and of ensuring the industrialisation of the coxmtry- 
of securing a higher standard of living to the working clas#. 
of ridding the people from unemployment and thus plac 
ing the country on the wide road of progress, cultural 
advancement and independence". Thus the program out- 
lines the practical taste which have to he carried out by 
the people’s democratic government. 

This was adopted by the Calcutta conference and first 
in November 1951. 
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The Inuncdiate mam objectii*e bemg defined, the ques 
tion then asked Is how is it to be nchic^cd, with what 
mithod*. what forces’ 

Our Past Puuats 

Tliert? are a large number of people who think that thj 
government can be replaced by a peoples democratic 
gov crnmenl by utilising the parliament ushered in by the 
new constitution. Such feelings are encouraged and fed 
net only bj* this government and the vested interests but 
even by the rlghlwmg socialbts, who preach that thj 
verj* fact of a strong opposition part> on the parliament 
arv floor will shake the government and make it toppl* 
dcvvTi 

But hardly had the people started to believe m the 
cfllcrfcj' of the new constitution, which they tnought was 
thf* outcome of their anti imperialist struggles of the past, 
than even the fiction of the fundamental rights and guar* 
ontces IS thrown out of that ver>' constitution and the 
freedom of person, the press; speech and assembly, which 
the masses wanted to use to shake up this antidemocratic 
government, arc subjected to the rule of the police baton 
and the bureaucrat Even a liberal would now feel ashamed 
to maintain, let alone the Communist Party and 
other democrats and revolutionaries, that this govern- 
ment and the classes that keep Jt in pow er will ever allow 
us to carry out a fundamental democratic transformation 
in the country by parliamentary methods alone Hence 
the road that will lead xis to freedom and peace, land and 
bread, as outlined in the program of the party, has to be 
found elsewhere 

Historj’, enlightened ^or us by Marx, Engels, Lenin and 
Stalin, places before us its vast experience, arising out of 
struggles which have led nearly half of humanity to so 
dalism, freedom and real democracy, at the head of 
which stands the Soviet Union and in which the great 
Chinese and people's democracies Join hands 

Thus our main road is already charted out for us --Even 
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then each country ha& to seek its own path also. What 
the path for us? i 

The communists in India have been working tvith the 
people for the last thirty years first as communist grouf^ 
and later a party. During these years they built a mighty 
movement of the working class, fought their struggles and 
won their "demands. They built a kisan movement and in 
-vast areas, as for example in Telangana, led them out of 
landlessness to land and from forced labour to freedom. 
They have fought for the rights of the people, and hi 
these struggles hundreds and thousands have been killed, 
hanged, imprisoned, tortured and ruined. Naturally, while 
leading the working masses, many a time, at crucial points 
in our history, we were confronted with the question: 
•which path to follow, what tactic would best secure the 
Interests of the country and the people? 

We do not refer here to the path that we traversed all 
these years, except in recent times, so that we can be 
<lear as to what the path would be henceforth to lead u* 
to achieve the program. 

After the second party congress, differences and con- 
iroversies arose inside the party about the path that th® 
Indian revolutionary movement must adopt For a time it 
was advocated that the main weapon in our struggle 
would be the weapon of general strike of industrial wor- 
kers followed by countrywide insurrection as in Russia- 
Later, on the basis of a wrong understanding of the 
lessons of the Chinese revolution, the thesis was put for- 
ward that since ours is a semicolonial country like China, 
our revolution would develop in the 2 >ame way as in 
•China, with partisan war of the peasantry as its main 
weapon. 

Among comrades who at different periods accepted the 
correctness of the one or the other of these views, ther® 
were differences on the estimate of the situation in 
country, on the degree of isolation of the present govern- 
ment from the people, and on many other- vital issues. It 
was clear that these differences had to be resolved in 
order that the party could lead the people to victory. 
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After Jong ducussions running for several months, the 
party has now armed at a new understanding of the cor- 
rect path for attaining the freedom of the countrj and the 
happiness of the people a path which we do not and can- 
not name as cither Russian or Chinese It should be. and 
js. cne that conforms to the teachings of Marx Engels 
Lcnm and Stalin, and that utilises the lessons given b> 
all the struggles of historj, especiallj the Russian and 
Chinese, the Russian because it was the first soaalist 
revolution in the world earned out by the working clabs 
under the leadership of the Communist Parly of Lenin 
and Stalin in a capitalist and imperialist country, and the 
Chmese because, It was the first peoples democratic 
revolution in a semicolonial, dependent country, under 
the leadership of the Communist Party, In which even the 
national bourgeoisie took part At the same time one has 
to remember that every country has its own peculiantiea 
natural and social, which cannot fail to govern its path 
to liberation 

In what way then shall our path be difterent from the 
Chmese path’ 


Ciiiw ANn I>mA Si'iu-vairv vso llirriRFNcr 
Our Pfr-vpictivf 

First let us see where we are the same as the Chinese 
It IS in the character of our revolution The thing of pn 
marj importance for the life of our country, same as the 
Chinese is agriculture and the peasant problem We are 
e^'entially a colonial country, wnth a vast majority of 
our people living on agiicuUure Most of our workers aUo 
are directly connected with the peasantry and interested 
in the problem of land 

Our real freedom today means taking the land from the 
feudal landlords and handing it over without payment to 
the peasant This antifeudal task, when fulfilled alone vnll 
mean the real liberation for our country because the mam 
props of imperialist interests m our country, as they were 
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in China are the feudal. So, like the Chinese, we have to 
hght feudalism and imperialism. '! Our rev'olution is antU 
feudal, anti-imperialist ' * ' > " 

That makes the struggles'of the peasantry'of prime im- 
portance. Drawing upon the fact that in China the libe- 
ration war was fought mainly on the basis of the partisan 
struggles of the peasantry, during which the peasants took 
land from the feudal landlords, and in'the process created 
the liberation army, it was asserted that in India too the 
path will be the same, the path of partisan struggles of 
the peasantry would almost alone lead us to liberation. 

The CC finds that drawing upon the Chinese experience 
in this way and to come to such a conclusion would mean 
neglecting to look into other factors of the Chinese re^'O- 
tion and also neglecting to look into our own specific con- 
ditions. For example: • • ' : 

We cannot fail to take note of the fact that 'when the 
Chinese party began to lead the peasantry in the libera- 
tion struggle, it had already an army which it inherited 
from the split in the revolution of 1925. ’ - ' 

We cannot fail to note the fact that China had no uol* 
fied and good communications system, which prevented 
the enemy from carrying out concentrated and swff 
attacks on the liberation forces. India is different in this 
respect from China in that it has a ‘ comparatively more 
unified, well-organised and far-flung system of communi- 
cations. ‘ ' • 

India has a far bigger working class than China had 
during its march to freedom. 

Further we cannot fail to note the fact that the Chinese 
red army was surrounded and threatened wth annihilo' 
tion again' and again until it reached Manchuria. There, 
with the industrial base in hand, and the great friendly 
Soviet Union in the rear, the Chinese liberation armyt 
free from the possibility of any attack in the rear, rebuilt 
Itself and launched the final offensive which led it to 
tory. The geographical situation in India in this respect is 
altogether different. 

' This does^not mean that there Is nothing in common 
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bclupcn us and China except the stage of our re%olution 
and its main tasks On the contrar>% like China, India is of 
\osl expanses Like China, India has a s^ast peasant popula 
tion. Our resolution therefore, will base many features in 
common uith the Chinese resolution But peasant strug 
gles along tlic Chinese path alone canrui lead to sictorj 
in India 

Aloreoser sse must bear in mmd that the Chinese partj 
stuck to the peasant partisan ssar alone not out of a pnn 
ciple, but out of sheer necessitj In their long dravs-n strug 
gles, the p3rt> and peasant bases got more and mare 
separated from the towns and the ssorking class therein 
•vshich presented the partj and the liberation army from 
calling into action the svorking class in factories, shipping 
and transport to help it against the enem> Because it hap 
pened so with the Chinese. ssh> make their necessity into 
a binding principle for us and fail to bring the ssorking 
class into practical leadership and action m our liberation 
struggle? 

Such an outlook ignores the fact that uc have a big 
ssorking class and that it has a role to pl8>, which can 
be decisis c In our struggle for freedom The grand alliance 
of the ssorking class and the pcasantr> acting m unison 
the combination of ssorkers’ and peasants' struggle:i 
under the leadership of the Communist Partj, and utihs 
Ing all lessons of history for the conduct of the struggles 
's to be the path for us 

It can thus bo seen that while the prcsioua line of re- 
liance on the general strike In the cities neglected the role 
the peasantry, the subsequent one of partisan struggle 
minimised the role of the working class svhich In practice 
meant depriving the peasantry' of its greatest friend and 
leader The working class remained leader only 'in 
theory’, only through the party, because the party is defin- 
ed as the party of the working class 

Both the lines in practice meant ignoring the task of 
building the alliance of the working class and the peasan 
try, as the basis of the united national front, Ignoring the 
task of building the united national front ignormg the 
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task of putting the working class at the head of this front 
in the liberation struggle. 

This,' it has to be realised, was a wrong approach. The 
leadership of the \\*orking class is not realised only through 
the party and its leadership of the peanut struggle but 
actually, in deeds, through the working class boldly 
championing the demands of the peasantry and coming 
the assistance of the peasant struggles through its ovm 
action. The alliance must function in deed and fact, and not 
only in theory. The working class is the friend in actic i. 
that .must help the Ughling peasants and must ensure vie- 
terj' o^i’er the common enemy. 

The working class, relying on agricultural workers and 
poor peasants, in firm alliance with the peasantry', toge- 
ther with the whole people, leads the battles in 
and rural areas to liberation, to land and bread, to wer^ 
and peace. 

The CC wishes to convey to comrades this great lesson 
ef history, a lesson which is neither only the Rtissian path 
nor the Chinese path, but a path of Leninism applied to 
Indian conditions. 

Such an understanding of our perspective gtt'es us a 
new outlook on how to build our mass movement, 
trade unions, kisan sabhas and also a new way to buil^ 
the party. 

The understanding will also show to comrades that the 
main question is not. whether there is to be armed strug” 
gle or not. the main question is not whether to be non- 
violent or violent. It is the reactionary ruling classes who 
resort to force and violence against the people and who 
pose for us the questiwi v/hether our creed is violence o' 
nonviolence. Such a poser is a poser of Gandhian ideology- 
which in practice misleads the masses and is a postf 
of which we must steer clear. Marxism and historj' ha’^ 
once for all decided the question for the parly and 
pecple of every country in the world long ago- All action 
ot the masses in defence of their interests to achieve tfce^ 
liberation is sacrosanct. History sanctions all that the 
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people decide to do lo clear fh*“ lumber-load of decadence 
and rciction in their pith to progre^ and freedom. 

Thl< should also tell us that ail our prcxious under- 
standings have to Ij« discarded as bting onesided and de» 
fectixe 


OiMHxi Nnixi'-uu iirsostxxi 

But one action hixtorj docs not sanction and that is in- 
dixldiial terrorism 

Individual terrorism Is directed against indixiduals of a 
class or s>stcm and is carried out by indixiduals or groups 
and squads Tlie Indixiduals xxho act may be heroic and 
scltless and applauded or c\cn inxited by the people to 
act and the indixiduals against xxhom thr> act the most 
hated Still such actions arc not permissible in Marxism. 
And XX h>? For the simple reason that therein the masses 
are not In action Therein the belief is fostered that the 
heroes wlU do the Job for the people Therein It fosters 
the belief that many more such actions xxill mean m sum- 
total the annihilation of the classes or the system Ultl 
matelj It leads to passivity and inertia of the masses stops 
their oxxm action and dex-eloprnent touarils revolution and 
in the end results in defeat Hence Marxism xxams against 
individual terrorism and bans it 


IviMinixii Siri’xsK*'' and Iasks 

The question that noxv remains, and an important one, 
have got the path and the perspcctixe, but xxhat 
noxx? The <iueslIon of the immediate, uhile certainly influ- 
enced by the perspective, is not solely determined by it. 
It Is also goxemed by the assessment of the present situa- 
tion How far Ls the government isolated, hoxv far are the 
people disillusioned, how far are they ready to struggle, 
are some ot the questions that daterccutxe the Inxrcxedxate 
tasks and slogans for them. 
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.-Some say that the government is thoroughly discredited 
and isolated, the people are ready to rise in revolt and’ in 
places are clashing with the government, which with the 
blatant rule of police firing has already created condition^ 
of civil war in the country. Hence all our work must 
guided by such an understanding of the situation. We do 
not think it necessary to argue the question in detail- 
No doubt the crisis of the government is' deep, but it 
not yet thoroughly isolated. As the program of the party 
puts it: "the masses have lost faith in the present govern- 
ment, they are becoming deeply distrustful of it and start 
to consider it their enemy, who is protecting the landlords, 
moneylenders and other exploiters against the ’people- 
Hence "the masses are slowly rising in'struggle.'nodonger 
able to withstand this state of slow -starvation and death- 
But it would be gross’ exaggeration to say that the country 
is already on the eve^of armed insurrection or 'revolutioo* 
or that civil war is ' already raging in the country. ' If ^ 
were to read the situation so wrongly,. 'it Nvould lead us 
Into adventtu-ism and giving slogans to the masses out w 
keeping with the -degree of their understanding 'and eo^' 
sciousness and their preparedness, -■ and the government* 
Isolation; Such slogans Would Isolate us from the peopl® 
and hand over the masses to reformist disruptors. • o ‘ 

■ Equally wrong ' are they who see only the disunity 
the popular forces, only the offensive of reaction and ad- 
vocate a policy of retreat in the name of regrouping uf 
forces, of eschewing all militant actions on the plea that 
this will invite repression. Tactics based on such an under- 
standing of the situation will lead to betrayal of the masses 
and surrender before the cnony. * 

• We have to lead the struggles of the people in the con- 
text of a sober evaluati<m of the situation. While it should 
liot lead us into adventurism, we must also not forget that 
the crisis is not being solved but is growing; Hence we 
not take a leisurely attitude and behave as if no deep cr^ 
is irioring the people and furious struggles are 'not Ioottv^ 
ahead. Because insurrection and civil war do not 
’some would like to move and work ■as- if -they' are li>'i”‘» 
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in a democracy nith rights and liberties and nothing need 
be done to protect the party and the leadership of mass 
organisations from onslaughts of the law run mad Uith 
such an outlooV v.e shall get smashed and smU be able to 
build nothing 

But because the crisis is grouing and esen a simple food 
procession lihe the one In Cooch Bchar leads to firing an 1 
brings thousands on the streets some would like to do 
a\sn> s\ith the dallj humdrum task of running mass orga 
nisations Taking fascism to be inevitable or 9lrcad> n 
power thej would scoff at parhamcntar> elections or fight 
ing for civil liberties for which broid sections of the peo 
pic can and should be mobilised 

\te have to realise that although the masses are getting 
fast radicalised and moving Into action In many parts of 
the counlrj the growih of the mass movement has not 
kept pact with the growih of dtscontent against the pre* 
sent government and its poliaes and methods To ascribe 
this to repression alone would be wrong This weakness of 
the mass movement is due above all to the weakness of 
our party and the division in the camp of progressive 
forces The party therefore must strive to overcome this 
division and must stress the svipreme need for unitj of all 
progressive forces build this unity in action and itself 
grow into a mass parly by drawing into its fold the best 
elements from the fghtmg masses 

We must fight the pvrliamcntary elections and elections 
in ever> sphere where the broad strata of the people can 
be mobilised and their interests defended. We must be 
vuhtTCver the masses are and would like us to be 


Role or orki^rclass UNmr avo the Partt 

The party has to build the unity of the working class 
and make it conscious of Its tasks m relation to our entire 
people The existing split in the wrorkmgclass movement 
which hampers the development of workingclass struggles 
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rnusf be overcome at all costs in the shortest possible time 
and united mass organisations of the working class built- 
’ The class has also to be made politically conscloiis. Only 
a united and politically conscious working class can fuI5I 
the role of the leadership of the people. 

We ha%'e to rouse all sections of the peasantry, includial 
rich peasants, for the struggle for agrarian reform and ^ 
the course of this sniggle rebuild the mass peasant organi- 
sations, basing ourselves firmly on the agricultural workem 
and poor peasants who together constitute the majority c* 
our agrarian population. . 

It must be understood that because of the vast 
of our country, because of the une\-en development of ^ 
agrarian crisis and of the workingclass and peasant move- 
ment, and the uneven state of organisation and consciot^' 
ness of the peasant masses and the influence of the pari)*, 
peasant movement will not develop at the same tempo 
"everywhere and different forms of organisation and str^r 
gle will have to be adopted depending on the maturity 
the crisis, the degree of unification of the peasant m®®®* 
arid their mood, the strength and influence of the parij- 
and other factors. ' 

. All these tasks call for the most intense, patient an 
daily work among the masses, continuous agitation on 
'basic program and immediate simple demands of 'ih® 
pie, a (^ncrete working out of such demands for every ^ 
tion of the people according to general and local con® 
tions, practical leadership of mass struggles, a combinati^ 
•of various forms of struggles, and a systematic buil^^ 

■ up ‘of a network of mass organisations. ' . , 

Above all, it is necessary to build up through 
struggle a communist party, equipped with the theory 
Marxism-Leninism, a party mastering strategy and tacti ^ i 
a party ptarti^rig aeUcrtVvrtsm and a stfici discipline a® 
which is closely linked with the masses, 

• The mass organisations and the party that are built w 
must also be able to withstand the fire of repressio" 
•which the government continually subjects them ^ 
pedple^s movement. ' ' ■ • 



/ J951 Statement of Policy 


53 


SlRUCCLC FOB I*fcACE 

One of the key tasks that faces us in defence of the peo 
pie IS the building of the peace movemenL The struggle 
for peace must become an integral part of our work m all 
mass organisations on all platforms We have to bring it to 
the active consciousness of masses that the ruling classes 
in order to preserve their power will ever be ready to 
embroil us, the people, m & war so that we may give up 
our war against them We must bring to the consciousness 
of the people the immense danger of the outbreak of a 
third world war and the possibilities of a\erting that 
danger, if the people will it We must bring into the con 
sciousness of the people that while we support any move 
of any class or group including this government for pre- 
serving peace yet we must not forget that this government 
under the influence of imperialist warmongers, landlords 
and profiteers follows not a consistent and honest policy of 
peace but plays between America and England to gain 
from their rivalries and also plays between the peacelovmg 
countries and warmongers Such inconsistency must be 
overcome by the action of the masses We must fight for 
a pact of peace between Pakistan India and Ceylon for 
banning of the atom bomb and reduction of armaments and 
military budget We must above all fight for the conclu 
sion of a pact of peace between the five great powers Th® 
peace movement must be made real to the masses in terms 
of their own problems of land and bread work and wages 
and prosperity for all 

The peace movement must mobilise widest opposition to 
the colonial wars waged by British French Dutch and 
American imperialists in Southeast Asia and prevent all 
direct and indirect support to these imperialists given b 
the present Indian government 


The program that th® Communist Party has placed he 
^ lore the people is a program which conforms to the m- 
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terests of all progressit'C forces and classes in the country* 
of all sections who desire India to be free, happy 
strong. “\Ve shall thereforo strive to unite our entire peopls 
for the realisation of this program and build their unity 
in action on on all issues facing them. VVe shall strive t® 
develop the struggles’ of all sections of our people 
merge them into the common jroi-ement for freedom, de- 
mocracy and peace. 

I \VhUe carrying out these tasks, we must learn 
to combine the struggles of workers, peasants and olh^ 
classes and sections in each province and district, arid 
the country as a whole. From all these struggles, the her 
fighters that will come forth must be transformed into the 
makers and builders of the party, which then alon® 
become a real mass party and yet a wellknit party of 
ed and tried revolutionaries. With the perspective and 
clear, and immediate tasks outlined, we shall surely 
ceed in our liberation struggle against our feudal and h®’ 
perialist enslavers ' and replace this antidemocratic g®'* 
ernment by a government of people's democracy. 



4 Coramunisl Party Ready for Negotiated Settlement in Telangana 


‘ In certain sections of the party as well as in circles which 
have been friendly to the struggle of the Telangana pea- 
sants, questions hate been raised regarding the policies 
and methods to be pursued m the struggle going on for the 
last fite years 

The central committee wishes to stress that while it is 
the right and duty of comrades and party units m all parts 
of the country to make suggestions to the CC about the 
tactics to be adopted m the Telangana struggle, it is pn- 
marilj the masses, the people of Telangana, who began, 
fought and suffered in theur great hght against feudal op- 
pression for land ard liberty, who have to decide the 
issue 

While the Commumst Party of India is proud to state 
that It stood with the people and led them in their heroic 
resistance to oppression, it cannot act like the high com 


Here two documents arc gisen dealing with the issue of Telangana 
struggle The first is the resolution olf the central commiUee giving 
the minimum conditions for amving at a settlement, which was pub- 
lished in Crossroads 15 June 1951 The CO appointed a commictee 
of three to conduct the negotiations cons sting of A K. Copalon, 
hfuzaffar Ahmad and Jyoti Casu. This committee met the represen 
fatives of the Hjderabad government and the Telangana leaders in 
jail and abo contacted the home mm stry of the central government 
between 18 and 23 July The Hyderabad government took a totally 
hostile stand, refa-ed Copalan permission to visit Telangana or even 
address meetings m Hyderabad 

The second document is Copabn s press statement of 23 October 
m which on behalf of the OC and die Andhra committee of the CPI. 
he deebred that the party advises stoppage of partisan action in 
Telangana so as to create a fa\oa*abIe atmosphere for holding free 
and fair elections in Ihe state otTl^erabah The text is as pniSreh 
m Crossroads 26 October 1951 , , 
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mand of Congress which decides upon struggles and conti- 
nues, hampers or withdraws them without reference to the 
will of the masses concerned. 

During the last 2i years since the intervention, all pro- 
gressive sections of the p^ple have come to realise the 
falsity of the claims made that the intervention was m- 
|ended to abolish antiquated. feudal rule of the nizam 
introduce democratic reforms. It was their united demand 
expressed through hundreds. of meetings, demonstrations 
and appeals that forced the government to commute the 
death sentence passed on the twelve heroic Telangana 
fighters. 

, Throughout India the question of abolishing feudal land- 
lordism and 'introducing agrarian reforms, -so. as to gi'"® 
land to the peasant and solve the people’s food problem, 
has been torpedoed by the reactionary vested interests 
entrenched behind the goverrunent. 

• Under such conditions, to protect Telangana, to preserve 
the gains of the lakhs of peasants and agricultural worker* 
who fought and won land, reduction of rent and interest, 
and freedom from forced labour, is to shew the way to really 
achieve agrarian reforms and not merely paper promise* 
At the same time, the CC ^vishes to state that it is 
pared to solve the problem by negotiation and settlement 
intended to preserve and protect the interests of the pea- 
santry and the people and -to restore peaceful conditio^ 
in the area.-' 

It is' believed in some circles that the struggle in ’Telalt- 
gana is being fought in order to overthrow the Nehru g®' 
emment. These circles ignore the fact that the struggl® o 
the peasants for land and against the oppression of 
feudal landlords and the nizam began in’ 1946 long belor 
the Nehru government came into existence. 

I And it continued even after its entry into the niz^ 
state, solely to protect. the peasant against -the landlord* 
who were now being reimtated by the Nehru governmeP 
in alliance with the nizam, to overthrow whose rule it h* 
ostensibly entered the state. • 
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Hence it should bo clear to all that the struggle of the 
Telangana peasants was neither begun nor continued t^ 
overthrow the Nehru government but to do away with 
feudal oppression And c\er>one desiring the progress of 
our country would agree that to struggle to end feudal 
landlord opprc?ssion is right and necessary because that 
alone can give us food, employment, prosperity and 
freedom 

Keeping this in mind the CC decided to direct the 
secretarial 

(1) To review the problem of Telangana m order to find 
wa^s and means to ensure success of the struggle 

(2) Appeals to all party units and members to popularise 
the demands of the Telangana peasants and to mobilise 
support of workers, peasants and the people against re- 
pression and military alrocilios in Telangana 

(3) Appeals to democrats of all shades to protect the 
Telangana people from repression, earned out by military 
occupation and 

(4) Puts forward the following demands of the peasantry 
before all the people with a view to secure their activ^ 
intervcit on 

(a) All lands that arc being cultivated by the peasants 
and agricultural workers should continue m their posses- 
sion and enjoyment No cultivating peasant and agncul 
lural vorker shall b« evicted from land All lands forcibly 
seized from the peasants should be restored. 

(b) Right of tribal people to free use and sale of forest 
produce and freedotr to cultivate forest lands under their 
own elected panchajats 

(c) Village administration “o be earned on bv panchayats 
elected by all the villagers, including women 

(d) Immediate withdrawal of all armed forces and dis 
banding of homeguards 

(e) Release of all political prisoners convicted or de- 

tained Withdrawal of cases and canctlla'don of collective 
fines ^ 
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({) Withdrawal, of ban on the Andhra 'Mahasabha 
the Communist Party; restoration of civil liberties. ' 

■ (g) Constituent assembly elected by universal adult 
franchise to decide the future of the nizam dynasty and 
the dissolution of the Hyderabad state into linguistic pro- 
vihces of Andhra, Maharashtra and' Kamaf 'ta and corn- 
plete regional autonomy to tribal areas. 


A. K. GOPALAWS STATEMENT 

' The public is well aware of the fact that the central 
committee of the Communist Party of India, as early 9S 
the first week of June 1951, in its resolution on Telangaha 
had’preferred'its hand for a negotiated' settlement of th® 
Telangana issue with a view to establish peaceful condi' 
tions in Telangana and to create ' a congenial atmosphere 
in the state of Hyderabad for free and fair electrons. 

Not content with this public declaration, a delegation on 
behalf of the > central • committee also approa'ched 'Ihe 
Hyderabad 'state government as well as the central go'" 
ernment to explore ways and means to restore peaceful 
conditions in Telangana. ' . . 

The congress government has time and again publicly 
professed its desire for peace In Telangana and even sent 
peace missions comprising personages such as Shri Sunder 
Lai, Shri Ramanand Tilth, Shri Vinoba Bhave and others- 
‘But actually it has arrogantly rejected the offer of a ne* 
^cotialcd settlement ' and is determined to’ continue its 
ghastly military rule on the Telangana peasantry and the 
entire people of Hyderabad. , , 

.'The Communist Parly has placed before the government 
the most reasonable, just and minimum terms for a peace- 
ful settlement of the issue. 



For /^t^’Oiiaied Seitlement in Tthmgana 


59 - 


They are, in short, two demands on the government* one^ 
to stop all types of eviction of the peasants from the land 
and restoration to them of the land forcibly seised from 
them and amnesty for all peasants and communist parti-- 
sans whether they are in jails, underground or m the field 
Tlie central committee and the Andhra provincial com- 
mittee (Vishala Andhra) are of the opinion that the rejec 
lion of these two just demands by the congress government 
IS nothing but a rejection of the offer for the restoration 
of peaceful conditions in Telangana and a blatant refusal 
to concede the barest minimum demands of the peasantry 
on the one hand and a shameless rejection of the lawful 
rights of participation for the people and their genuine po- 
litical parties m the general elections on the other 
This rejection of the most just and democratic demands 
• tantamounts to a refusal on the part of the Congress to 
face the electorate m Hyderabad m a free and fair eleeto 
rate battle but continue the military regime in Telangana, 
thus perpetuating the landlord collaborationist rule of the 
congress government t 

The congress government, to hide the truth from the 
public and duge the people, is claiming that it is ready to 
conduct free and fair elections m Hyderabad state, but that 
the partisans’ armed resistance and 'violence’ alone are 
responsible for the absence of an atmosphere conducive to 
the holding of free and fair elections 

The Communist Party as well as other parties and the 
people conversant with the developments m Hjderabad 
state are fully aware of the facts that the Congress Partr 
and Its government there have completely lost their face 
and stand thoroughly isolated because of their betrayal of 
the people. It is so open and clear that even the blind can 
see It I 

At the tune of police action the government declared 
that its aims -were to liquidate the nizam’s autocracy ar' 
save the people from it 

But what It has been liquidating m practice during the 
jAsd three jvears is the Telangana jieasant, his land and his 
democratic movement and what it has been saving is the 
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Txizam and his feudal retinue from the rising people of 
Telangana, 

, The Communist Party and the people of Telangana aro 
determined not to allow the Congress Party to run away 
with the false propaganda of ‘communist violence’,’ which 
aims at depriving the people of their legitimate rights to 
participate in the general elections in the state of- Hydera- 
bad and are bent upon defeating the Congress Party at the 
polls. 

’ With a view to help in restoring peaceful conditions in 
Telangana, the central committee as well as the Andhra 
committee have decided to advise the Telangana peasantry' 
and the 6ghting partisans to stop all partisan actions 'and 
■to mobilise the entire people for an effective partidpalion 
in the ensuing general election to roufthe Congre^al the* 
polls. 

In order to make the present derision widely Jcnown to 
the partisans and people of Telengana it is absolutely 
necessary that the commxmist detenus m the various jails in 
"Hyderabad are released forthwith and warrants of deten* 
tion against others withdrawn. Such a step on the part of 
the government is also necessary to stop the activities of 
certain antisocial elements who are taking advantage of 
the existing state of affairs in Telangana. 

As the Commimist Party has repeatedly emphasised, the 
question of Telangana is actually the question of land. 
If the congress government is interested in restoring peace- 
ful conditions in Telangana then it must simultaneously 
lake steps to stop the eviction of peasants from the land- 

The central comiruttee and the Andhra provincial com- 
mittee appeal to all the democratic sections, parties and 
Ihcir loaders to force the hands of the govenunent to re- 
lease all political prisoners, withdraw all warrants and 
cases against the partisans, restore full civil liberties in 
Ihe Hyderabad state by withdrawing all military, thus e^- 
suring a free and fair election, and above all to stop e\dc- 
•tion of peasants from their lands. 



5 Eleclion Hanifeslo of the Communisl Parly of India 


A [ew months hence 18 cranes of our people will be 
called upon to go to the polb They will be called upon, 
to record their verdict on the present government and the 
policies and methods it has pursued for the last five years. 
They will be called upon to declare whether they want 
the present regime to continue or be replaced by a new 
regime 

The leaders of the present government have come out 
with their mamfesto They parade their great achieve- 
tnents— achievement of freedom of merger and mtegration 
of states of land reform of grow more food campaign of 
hydroelectric schemes They declare they have done their 
best And they promise to do still better if the people re 
new their trust m them 

What have they really done’ What are their real achieve- 
ments’ fWhat IS the meaning of their promise to do still 
better? 


AailE\EMENTS or THE CONGRESS 


The answer can be read not merely m figures given by 
the government — figures that can be juggled with nor m 


The election nun fnto wai finalised on 6 August 1951 and printed 
iw ce in August and October The central comnuUee had earl e at the 
end of Apnl appointed a conuiuttee of seven — S A Dange A 1*- 
Gopalan BanLim Mtikhtriee Muzaffar Ahmad l)ol Basu Z. A 
Ahmad and Sohan Singh Josh (a) to cany on negot at ons w th left 
part es for formulating united front election programs and organ s- 
ing JO nt elect on campaigns fb) to see that partys campaign ng ui 
elections conforms to the party* rkcuon manifesto and fc) gene 
raffy to assist tfie party s efiscfioc can^aign. 
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•the voluminous reports giving details about the wells dug. 
trees planted and rupees spent on the various plans and 
schemes of the government. I?ie answer can be read in 
sunken cheeks and emaciated bodies that meet one’s eyes 
■wherever one goes.' The answer can be read in the tattered 
clothes with which men and women can barely cover their 
naked bodies. The answer can be read in the daily reports 
appearing iri newspapers of men and women being driven 
to suicide because they could not feed themselves and their 
children. ‘ . . . - ; 


The answer can bo read also in the firings and teargas 
'attacks, lathicharges and mass arrests, bans and prohibi- 
tion of meetings that take place in every part of the coun- 
try where people fight against inhuman conditions of 
imposed on them. 

Five years- of congress rule— four of them after the at" 
tainment of ’freedom’— have brought our country and our 
people to' the verge of disaster. The production of 
cloth and every necessity of life ' has declined. Famin® 
rages in Bihar with a crore of people facing Slow ’deatk 
The vast mass of peasants, the bulk of our people, contl* 
*nue to groan under the ljurden of rents, debts and taxes. 
The agricultural workers, their number ever swelling as a 
result of the eviction drive of landlords, eke out a miser- 
able existence unable to satisfy even their hunger. Tbe 
condition of workers worsens every day — their wages lag' 
ging far behind the soaring prices. Teachers, clerks, office 
employees and workers swell the ranks of the jobless and 
«ven those’ who retain' their jobs find their real incom® 
constantly dwindling. Students,’ unable to pay the risin- 
cost of education, leave schools and colleges. Artisans, small 
manufacturers and traders are compelled to join the rank® 
oi paupers in’ face of the growing scarcity and rising price 
6i raw materials and cornering of all available goods b>' 
profiteers and blackmarketeers. Millions of refugees froi® 
J>akistan, uprooted from their homes, roam in streets and 


danes unable to find food, shelter and.- work. , 

• All these are matters of common knowledge and need nO 
narration. Everyone has begun to see" that freedom ha® 
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come to mean freedom for the common man to remain 
starred and naked Illiterate and back\%ard diseased and 
ahrlK rless 

^V'hat lies at the root of these misenes? 

Cengnss leaders claim they have ended foreign rule 
they have stopped the looting of our people by the British 
Imrerialists Thc> admit there is miscr> and starvation 
but these thej saj are the inevitable birth pangs of a new 
order In order that people ma> have more Ihcj muj.t 
produce more Thej must work hard they must sacrifice — 
above all they must cooperate uith the present govern 
ment All classes and sections must suffer today in order 
that all may have more tomorrou Such Is the principle 
o! aarvodaya tht principle that guides the Congress 

Each ont of these arguments Is false each one of these 
assertions is a lie 

The leaders of the Congress have not won freedom fo" 
our counlry They have betrayed our freedom struggle 
They have nllovs^ the foreigners and the reactionary 
Indian vested interests to plunder and loot our people just 
as they did In the past They have themselves joined In the 
loot 


A GovrRV'irvr oi Natiosai firraArvL 

In violation of every pledge In violation of every solemn 
declaration to Implement which tens of thousands laid 
down Ihcir lives the Nehru government made India a part 
of the British commonwealth of which the British king is 
the head and in many areas of which Indians are treated 
worse than panahs Our navy and air-force are command 
rd by Bntishers our army is controlled by their advisers 
and experts our arms are modelled and manufactured by 
the British 

Britishers continue to own or control our mines our 
plantations our oil wells and refineries our jute mills 
many of our engineering works and other concerns Thev 
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control our,^ foreign trade, oiu* banking and finance. \V»t^ 
their investment of 600 crores of rupees and through their 
managing agencies, they net millions of rupees as profits 
and hold our economy in their death-grip, throttling ail 
development, keeping us backward and dependent, refus- 
ing to supply us with capital goods with which we coula 
develop our industries. They looted our people of goods and 
services worth Rs 1600 crore in the war years promising 
to pay them back which they never did. They scaled do'^’n 
the sum to less than half and refused to release even Ih® 
balance in accordance with our own requirements. 

They framed the Colombo plan the avowed aim of which 
is to keep India backward and dependent — a market for 
British goods,. a source of cheap raw-materials and cheap 
labour. 

To all this, to this continued hold of Britishers on our 
economy, to this colossal looting and swindling of our 
pie, to this continued • colonial status of India, the NehrU 
government has been a willing party. Instead of confisc^^' 
ing British capital in India it has begged the Britisher* 
and Americans to invest more capital and assured ' the® 
that they can ship out '.the profits. It has refused 'to 
the tie with the British and Americans or even establis- 
close trade relations with the democratic countries who 
could supply us with the capital goods we need. It has ac- 
cepted the 'plan of imperialists and called it the Nehru 


plan. 

' Tied to British and 'American imperialists, the NehrU 
goverriment has taken no steps whatsoever to' develop 
heavy industries of India — the mining industries, the 
machine-tool industries, the 'iron, ' steel- and engineering 
industries, "the chemical industries — ^that alone could 
the country strong and Undependent and-create the 
for real advance. The socalled automobile and locomotive 
industries that have been ^tablished in India are'ine^^^ 
plants for assembling parts imported from Britain an 
America'. They ensure ritii profits to-the foreigners ^ 
their agents in -India and can feed the war machine-of^ 
perialists but cannot help us to become industrialised. .Tn 
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The N’ehru f;o\emment w mortgaging the manganese mines 
of India the richest in the Horld to the American im 
penalises 

In \icu of these facts who can call India a rcallj free 
countrj and its gowrnment a gov'cmment of national 
freedom'' 

The Nihru government has not merely permitted the 
British imperialists to hold suay over our country s eco> 
nemy and loot its wealth It has also permitted the princes 
the landlords and the Indian monopolists and financiers to 
continue their plunder and loot It has maintained the 
whole system which the British created to perpetuate their 
own rule Wliat has come is not freedom \^at has come is 
the rcplacimvnt of a British viceroy and his councillors by 
an Indian president and his ministers of white bureaucrats 
by brown bureaucrats, and a bigger share in the loot of 
Indian p<.>ople for the Indian monopolists collaborating with 
the imperialists 


C<nTssMiNf or Lwoiords and MosoPoum 

The Nehru government has not abolished the rule and 
exploitation of the princely autocrats but given them a 
new Itase of life through Us schemes of merger and inte- 
gration It has come to the aid of the princes and feudal 
autocrats where the people as in Hyderabad rose In revolt 
against them It has intervened m the neighbouring state 
of Nepal In order to bolster up the corrupt regime of the 
ranas with the aid of the treacherous leaders who posed as 
the champions of the people of Nepal It has not confiscated 
the wealth and properties of princes but allowed them to 
retain them besides allowing them to draw privy purses 
running into crores of rupees It has not broken up the 
states to form linguistic provinces. By its policies it has in 
tensiRed national animosities Instead of uniting the people 

27ie Uchru goveTTimpnt hs>s preserved the system of Sen 
dal exploitation which pauperised our peasants, ruined our 
D5 
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agriculluro and caused catastrophic fall in our food pr®* 
duclion. In the name of zamindari abolition It has hatchc^i 
plans to pay the feudal parasites, sworn enemies of our 
people and traditional agents of the British impcrialistit 
the stupendous sum of four hundred crorcs of rupees ^ 
compensation while at the same time leaving In their hand* 
millions of acres as private land. Instead of handing o\-cr 
land to the peasants, freeing them from feudal exploitation 
and the grip of the moneylenders and thus destroying the 
fetters that hamper the growth of our agriculture, it has 
squandered one hundred and fifty crorcs of rupees ex' 
tracted from the people in the farcical 'grow-more-food 
campaign which has produced nothing and merely enrich®® 
the ministers, bureaucrats and a few firms connected 
them and wuth the foreign Imperialists. Jt has spent ^ 
staggering sum of 538 crorcs of rupees to purchase iooo 
from foreign countries, especially from America, on term^ 
tvhich mortgage our sovereignty to the most agpressivc 
imperialist power in the world. In all this it has been 8^'“' 
ed not by the interests of the peasantry and the peoP|*’ 
but by the interests of the landlords and their masters, th® 
foreign imperialists. 

The growing poverty of the peasantry, a direct result of 
imperialist-feudal loot, makes it irnpossible for them to 
buy even the barest necessities of life. On industries am 
declining. The big industrialists who own our faclorics 
reducing output of goods in order to create scarcity 
make big profits in a shrinking market. While millions 
naked, the textile magnates work their factories at far 
than even the existing installed capacity and export 
crores of yards of cloth abroad. Similar methods ar*e 
lowed by big monopolies in other branches of production, 
causing stagnation and decline of our industrial output 
while at the same time increasing the bank-balance of th® 
monopolists who^ mint money out of people’s misery 
refuse to pay living wage to workers. 

The situation comes as a boon to the profiteers 
blackmarketeers who comer all the available stock su® 
pile up fortunes. Ministers of the Congress, their frien®* 
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and rthUvcs high-plactd burcaucrals all join in Iho mad 
hunt for money and still mort monej and quarrel about 
the share of the loot Through the device of inflation the 
nch grou c\cr richer bj robbing the poor by taking from 
their mouth their last morse) of food 

Willie millions go homeless the extensive palaces and 
mansions of the princes landlords and the rich are not 
requisitioned housing accommodation is not rationed and 
landlords arc permitted to fleece the people through ex 
orbitant rents pugrees* and salamts 

Corruption and bribery have become the hallmark of 
the congress regime The much boosted government 
schemes have become schemes for plundering the state 
budget In the interest of foreign firms and Ihcir Indian 
agents The white cap has come to mean graft and pro- 
fitctring The events that led to the dismissal of the Punjab 
ministry have revealed to the whole world the real face 
of those who preach morals to the people No less a sum 
than 5 crores of rupees ii is believed was appropriated by 
the congress ministers of Punjab and their relatives m 
Ihcir four years of rule The squabbles m Bengal and 
Madras the shameless swindling by congress ministers of 
Bihar and UP arc knowm to cverjono no matter how much 
the Nehru government tries to whitewash them with white 
lies The jeep scandal whose echoes have not died down 
to this day and the shady deals carried out by certain 
embassies throw revealing light on the doings of those who 
represent India abroad on behalf of the swaraj govern- 
ment 

It IS not true therefore to assert that all are suffering in 
Nehru s India that freedom has brought suffering to all 
Even a glance at the income tax figures which too are 
faked will give the lie to such assertions The imperialists, 
the princes and the landlords the big monopolists and 
financiers the speculators and hlackmarketeers — all of 
them arc prospering Freedom has meant freedom fo- 
<Aem ia AxJV* AV? ptfepil? sad fpssdaca Av Ahe cca 

gross ministers to join in the loot 
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Govr-RNNirNT of Latius .o**o Kuixirrs 

In order to uphold this regime of colonial slavery fil'd 
starvation, this joint loot ot our people by the British and 
their allies and friends, Iho Nehru government has estab- 
lished a reactionary regime as ferocious and ruthless ^ 
any that India had seen even in the daj'S of the direct 
British rule. It has not only resurrected all the lawless 
laws of the British, it has enacted new and worse repres- 
sive laws, gagged the press and placed the life and liberty 
of the people at the lender mercy of the police. It has 
promulgated an ordinance to crush the railway workers 
who demanded that the government should honour 
pledge — the pledge to implement the recommendations ol 
the pay commission appointed by the government itself- 

Streams of blood have flowed in every city, every 
every village whenever the starved and naked have de- 
manded hximan conditions of life and dared to fight iot 
them. The working class, which stood in the forefront of 
the battles of 1945*46 that enabled the Congress to com® 
to power, has been sought to be chained by anlilabour lav/s 
and its struggles for wages drowned in blood. Even before 
the advent of 'full freedom’ the congress ministers shot 
down the heroic leaders of Amalner workers, unleashed 
terror to break the strikes of the South Indian Railway 
workers. The 'attack continued and intensified till every 
vrorkingclass centre came to be placed under the iron heels 
of permanent police rule. In the great Bombay strike of 
1950, thirteen workers fell before the bullets of the polic® 
and hemeguards. In 1951 the people of Cooeh-Behar, ask- 
ing for cheap rice, were greeted with murderous voUoj^ 
whose echoes resounded in the whole land. The herOJr 
youth of Calcutta, standard-bearers of hundreds of battIos> 
were shot down scores of times to keep in power the cor* 
rupt ministry that rules West Bengal with the blessings o' 
Pandit Nehru. Four women were killed by the police 
Calcutta on a single day in 1949. The students of Cuttack 
whose only crime was that they protested against tb® 
raising of fees were attacked by armed forces of the pob®®' 
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The peasant masses of Telangana uho fought against the 
savage gangs of razakars at a lime when congress leaders 
had entered into a stand still agreement wth the nizam 
and were supplying him arms u-ere rewarded with mass 
murders and gallows the dishonouring of their mothers 
and sisters and reimposiUon of the hated rule of the land 
lords with the aid of Nehru s army which entered Hydera 
had on the pretext of helping the people In Andhra and 
Malabar in Patiala and Balha in Tripura Manipur 
and Kakdwip m every area the Nehru government has 
come to the aid of landlords and suppressed the struggle 
of the peasantry Scores of workers peasants students 
teachers office employees men women and even children 
have perished at the hands of the police military and 
homeguards of the present government thousands bear 
the marks of lathis and bullets as souvenirs of the non- 
violent regime that the Congress has established 

According to its own admission the government jailed 
SO 000 of Its political opponents and shot down or wounded 
13 000 m the first three years of its rule And as all know 
these fgures tell only a small part of the truth. ITie re 
peated attacks on political prisoners that culminated m the 
ghastly ^\est Bengal and Salem massacres m which nearly 
thirty prisoners were killed m cold blood show the length 
to -which the government has gone in suppressing those 
who fight it 

No wonder therefore that police and military budgets go 
on mounting from year to year while the gov emraent 
pleads lad of money where the needs of the people are 
concerned Eighty per cent of the central budget goes to 
maintain the army and the bureaucracy Far more is spent 
on the police than on education by the state government m 
a country where ninety per cent of the people are illiterate 


GoVER^\II:.^T s lORClCN POUCT— \OT V PoLICl OF PFVCC 

A government tied to imperialists a government that 
establishes a reactionary regime at home cannot pursue an 
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independent and progressive foreign policy, o genuine 
poUc>’ of peace. 

. The issue of war or pence dominates the whole world 
today. It Is the key issue facing every countrj*, every 
people. . 

The aggressive imperialists of America and their allies 
and salolliles, the British, French and other imperialists, 
are planning to plunge the whole world into war to destroy 
the freedom and independence of all countries and enslave 
them. Every success scored by them in any part of the 
world is a menace to the freedom and independence of all 
countries, a menace to the peace of the world. 

Our people want to be free and independent. They want 
foreign troops to withdraw from all countries so that all 
countries may be free and independent. They want to 
establish close friendship and fraternal relations with their 
great neighbour China that after years of slavery and de- 
gradation has freed herself and is building a new life for 
her people. They have been thrilled by the epic struggle 
of the Korean people who defied the might of the American 
imperialists and defended their country in face of over 
whelming odds. They hate the British imperialists who 
ruled us for hundreds of years and sympathise with the 
people of Malaya who are fighting against the same enemy. 

Our people love and respect the Soviet Union where the 
workers and peasants have freed themselves from all ex- 
ploitation and showed to all peoples the path forward. 
They know that on every issue the Soviet Union has up- 
held the cause of the colonial people fighting for freedom. 

Our people want to live in friendship with the people 
of Pakistan and settle the issue of Kashmir by peaceful and 
democratic means which will enable the people of Kash- 
mir to decide their own destiny without interference from 
imperialist powers that dominate the UNO. 

Abi'ie a.U, Q'lx people love peace and hate war. They 
remember the horrors of the man-made famine in Bengal 
which claimed thirty-five lakh victims. They have seen 
how the war in Korea was utilised by big business in India 
to raise prices and worsen the already wretched conditions 
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o£ the people They have seen how every war imposes fresh 
burdens on them and ennehes their enemies 

Can any one say that the Nehru government has carried 
out a policj which is in conformity with those desires of 
our people’ One cannot 

It has Sided with the Anglo-American imperialists on 
most issues in the UNO including the sanctioning of Ame- 
rican aggression in Korea It expressed its 'humanitanan- 
ism’ by sending an ambulance corps to the murderers of 
the Korean people It has not condemned the indiscrimi- 
nate bombing of Korean cities and villages It has given 
the French transport facilities to wage war against the 
people of Vietnam. It has given direct support to the Bn 
tish imperialists m Malaya by pemuttmg them to recruit 
gurkha troops It has shipped arms to the aid of the reac- 
tionarj* Thakm Nu government against the Burmese peo- 
ple It has curtailed trade with China and has prohibited 
export of certain goods to China because of American ob- 
jection. It has not developed extensive trade with demo- 
cratic countries like the Soviet Union and people’s demo- 
cracies preferring trade relations with the imperialists who 
want to keep us dependent on them. The recent wheat deal 
with America throws revealing light on the real nature of 
the 'neutral' and 'independent’ foreign policy of the Nehru 
government 

Sometimes imder the pressure of the people and due 
to Its ovm weaknesses, the Nehru government opposes 
those measures of the imperialists which may immediately 
plunge the whole world mto war but its basic policy re- 
mains one of tie-up with the British imperialists, one of 
playing between peace and war 

The Nehru government took the issue of Kashmir to the 
UNO and paved the way for the machinations of the im^ 
penalists who have created a most dangerous situation of 
tension between India and Pakistan Nehru rejected the 
UNO proposal for arbitration m Kashmir but welcomed 
Graham who is now busy playing the imperialist game of 
provoking 'incid'enfs'’ The reactionary communafisfs, who 
hold power m Pakistan and who are faking conspiracy 
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cases to murder the best sons of the Pakistani people, have 
utilised the situation, to pose as defenders of the sovereign* 
ty and independence of Pakistan and mislead the Pakistani 
people. 

Instead of deposing the maharajah of Kashmir, intro- 
ducing genuine agrarian reform, giving land to the pea- 
sants, expelling the UNO arbitrator, removing the issue 
from UNO and making concrete proposals to end the mili- 
tary partition of Kashmir to enable the entire people of 
Kashmir to decide their destiny freely and jointly, the 
Nehru government has followed a policy of seeking aid 
from imperialists, who want India and Pakistan to rem^ 
at loggerheads so that both may be weakened and the 
strategic area of Kashmir may be used for war against the 
Soviet Union and China. 

Thus both in its home and foreign policies, the Nehw 
government has proved to be a government of the enemies 
of the people of India. 

It has revealed itself to be a government of landlords, 
princes and the most reactionary sections of the Indian 
capitalists who have betrayed their country to foreign im- 
perialists for a mess of pottage. 

Therefore this government must go. It has forfeited 
every right to remain in power. The people have to de- 
velop a mass movement which will shatter its power, shat- 
ter the verj’ state system it has maintained and take all 
power into their own hands. They have to replace the pre- 
sent government by a government of people’s democracj*. 

- The Communist Party warns the Indian people not to be 
cheated once again by the promises of the congress leaders, 
their manifestos and plans of reconstruction. Those who 
broke every pledge for four long years will break them 
again. ' 


Would a People’s Dmoca-vnc Government Do? 

The government of people’s democracy wdll be a gov- 
ernment of all democratic parties, groups and individuals 
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representing workers, peasants, middle classes and the 
national bourgeoisie, the bourgeoisie that stands for 
genuine industrialisation of the country and for the free- 
dom and independence of India 

In Its draft program, the Communist Party has already 
outlined the tasks that such a government will carry out. 

It will break with the British empire, expel British offi- 
cers from our forces, confiscate and nationalise all British 
capital m India It will lake effective steps to crush the 
resistance of those who join the imperialists and feudals 
against the people 

It will cancel peasants' debts and transfer all lands and 
implements of landlords and princes, without payment to 
the landlords, without any price, to the tillers of the soil, 
taking care to provide for the poorer sections of landlords 
and without harming the interests of the rich peasant 
Agricultural workers will be assured adequate uages be- 
sides land Freedom from feudal exploitation and with 
their demand for land satisfied, the peasantry will be able 
to increase production of food and raw materials, build 
dams and irngation works, stop flood %vith them vast man 
power, feed the cities and towns and change the %*ery face 
of the country as they are doing m China 

It will develop the industries of India with the aid of 
the nationalised capital and by enlisting the cooperation 
of the private industrialists who will be assured legitimate 
profits and protection of their mterests It will put an end 
to inflation by drastic reduction in the police and military 
budget, by effective price control and by currency reform 
It will aid the artisans and small manufacturers with cre- 
dit, implements and raw material It will welcome the as- 
sistance of such private capitalists and foreign govern 
ments as are prepared to mvest capital on terms that are 
in conformity with our national interests 

It will grant livmg wage to the workers, recognise their 
trade unions and the rights of collective bargaining, intro- 
duce social insurance at the expense of the state and capi- 
talists agamst every form of disability, sickness and un- 
employment Similar measures will be taken m relation to 
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aU employees, whether of the state or of private concent 
Profits will be controlled and joint production councils 

^^It^will create a national army closely linked with the 
people and create human conditions of life for the com- 
mon soldiers who suffer today under brutal and soulless 
discipline, inadequate allowances, bad food and corrupt 
practices which cheat them even of their miserable earn- 
inss Soldiers will be granted fuU rights as citizens and 
be .allowed to participate in political activities. 

It will abolish the police force, dismiss such of its per- 
sonnel as have earned notoreity as oppressors of the peo- 
ple and form a people's militia. It wUl establish fuU civil 
liberties and establish full freedom of speech, press, as- 
sembly, strike and combination. 

It will form national states by the abolition of the 
princely states and reconstruction of the present provinces, 
mant them wide powers including the right of self- 
determination and create a united India by the voluntary 
consent of the nationalities and tribal peoples. It will grant 
regional autonomy to tribal people and national minorities 
wherever possible. 

It will protect the rights and interests o£ all minorities, 
penalise incitement to communal hatred and discrimina- 
tion and help the oppressed and backward sections to 
register rapid advance. It will end caste oppression, pe- 
nalise imtouchabilit>' and all practices based on caste 
inequality. 

It uoll eliminate all social and economic disabilities from 
which women suffer and help them to attain full freedom 
and equality. Working women will be paid equal wages 
wnth men for equal work, maternity leave \vith full wages 
and special measures will be taken to protect their health- 

It will introduce free and compulsory primary educa- 
tion. It wall also take steps to develop secondary and higher 
education on a ^sdde scale and raise the cultural level of 
the people. 

It wtII establish people’s health services all over the 
country' and medical centres to fight disease. 
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It will provide land, implements and employment to the 
refugee population and gne them facilities to develop the.r 
life in their own national way 

It Will establish trade and economic relations wth all 
countries on a basis of full equality and for mutual be 
nefit. 

It wnll fight for a pact of peace between all the great 
powers of the world, for prohibition of the atom bomb, for 
progressiie disarmament, for the withdratval of all for- 
eign troops from all countries and the right of every na 
tion to be free and independent It will establish a pact of 
friendship and alliance wnth Pakistan, Ceylon and Nepal 
Basing itself on the power of the people and guided by 
their mleresls a people's democratic government will sohe 
all the problems that face our country, harness its vast 
natural resources and man-power for the regeneration of 
India, for the transformation of India into a free and de 
mocratic happy and prosperous country, paving the way 
to socialist society— a society free from all exploitation of 
man by man 


I’roPtrs De.mocr.ici— O sco. of Psofits Powtr 

^Vhat guarantee is there, many ivill ask, that the peo- 
ple's democratic government w^ll do all these things’' Did 
not the Congress also make many promises which it all 
broke’ 

The people will be justified m asking such questions 

The answer is that the people's democratic government 
will be. above all, a government of the common people and 
not a government of the rich few Therefore the very 
structure of the state wnll be such that it can ensure ef 
fective rule by the people themselves Organs of struggles 
of the united people waging battle against the present re- 
gime and ending it will themselves become the basis of 
the new state power 

The Congress has mamtained the rule of the bureaucrats 
and the police just as the Bntish did because it wants to 
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maintain the same system of plunder and exploitation 
which the British created A people’s democratic govern- 
ment will do away with the whole existing structure of 
the state and with it the rule of the bureaucrats and the 
police. 

All organs of the people’s democratic state from the 
lowest to the highest will be elected by the people who 
will have the right to recall any representative who bet- 
rays their trust. 

All the powers of the state will be vested in these 
elected organs. There will be no officials imposed from 
above, no police force standing above the people, irrespon- 
sible and irremovable. All officers from the highest to the 
lowe-st will be elected by the people, be responsible to 
them and removable by them. Their salaries will be de- 
termined by the people themselves. The police force will 
be replaced by a people’s militia, raised, guided and con- 
trolled by the people themselves through their organs of 
power. . 

These organs of power with the active cooperation of the 
mass of the people will raise taxes, mainly from the rich 
and spend them in a way that serves the interests of the 
people. They will ensure the carrying out of the program 
to distribute land equitably, increase production and effect 
proper distribution, ration housing accommodation, buUd 
new houses by requisitioning and building material, re- 
settle the refugees, root out disease and illiteracy, 
women from economic and social thraldom, protect the 
minorities, suppress people's enemies and stamp out cor- 
ruption and vice. 

A government based on local organs of power will be a 
government for the people because it will be a govern- 
ment by the people. Such a government will not live ii' 
constant dread of the people. It will be able to cut down 
the vast expenditure on the military, the police and the 
bureaucracy and devote its resources mainly to improve 
the condition of the people. 

The Communist Party does not come before the people 
with big promises of what it would do if it is put in power, 
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wth detailed plans and elaborate schemes that it would 
implement and carry out if people wie for it It tells the 
people that in order to put an end to their misery and de- 
gradation, in order to build a happy life for thcmsciv’es 
and their children, they must establish their own go\'em- 
mcnt. they must take power into their own hands. 

Enemies of the people will shout that the passing of ail 
pouer Into the hands of the peoples committees will mean 
the breakdown of soaely itself They will say that no 
gowmmenl can do away with the high salaried bureau- 
crats and the all-powerful police wolhout destroying ’law 
and order* and plunging the uhole of society into chaos 
and anarchy 

ft 15 uilh such talks that ruling classes always seek to 
keep the people away from revolution The society they 
want to maintain is their society— a society based on 
plunder, the law and order that they went to preserve is 
law and order to perpetuate the rule of the propertied 
classes 

Such talks can no longer frighten the people 

We have before us the glorious example of China which 
under a government of people’s democracy has registered 
an advance that has amazed the whole world It has freed 
the peasants from feudal shackles and increased food pro- 
duction by ten million tons It is fast building its industries 
and roads, stamping out epidemics, spreading education m 
the remotest areas ft has liberated women from centunes 
of bondage, put an end to national animosities and united 
the people as they have never been united in their entire 
history China, enslaved by foreign imperialists, robbed by 
her corrupt native rulers, backward and dependent, has 
given place to a new China — free and strong, a mighty 
world power, an inspiration to the entire people of Asia 

All this has been done in less than eighteen months 

And it should not be forgotten that China was more 
backward than India, had to support a far bigger popula 
tion and its economy was shattered by decades of war 
snd di'i'ifstJtS.'an.- 

Congress leaders he when they say there is no alter 
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native to congress rule, that the lot of the people will be 
worse than it is even today if they overthrow this gov- 
ernment. This is how Chiang Kai-shek also tried to fright- 
en the Chinese people. What actually followed the end of 
Chiang’s rule in China was not ruin but happiness and 
prosperity for the whole people. 

What the people of China did we can also do. The end- 
ing of the present regime and the establishment of a peo- 
ple’s democratic government of India would mean the 
beginning of a new era for our people. 

The Communist Party will fight relentlessly for the 
fundamental democratic transformations outlined above. 
It will never cease to explain to the people that without 
such transformation there can be no real improvement in 
their conditions, no real advance for the country. 

At the same time the Communist Party declares that 
to begin with it will strive for the realisation of those 
items in the above program which will immediately relieve 
the distress of the people even to a limited extent and for 
such demands as the quitting of the commonwealth and 
removal of all Britishers from the armed forces. -the abo- 
lition of princely states, stoppage of all allowances to the 
princes, formation of linguistic provinces, repeal of all 
repressive laws and release of all political prisoners, fifty 
per cent reduction of rent, moratorium on debts, a steeply 
graduated land tax, reduction of taxes whose burdens fall 
on the common people and increase in the taxes on the 
rich, living wages for workers and other employees and m- 
cognition of trade-union rights, reduction in school and 
college fees, rationing of housing accommodation, effective 
measures to solve the food problem and to stabilise prices 
and enforce controls, prompt and effective steps against 
corruption, assistance to backward communities, protec- 
tion to minorities, wider powers for local selfgovernment 
institutions, a nonaggression pact with Pakistan, the re- 
moval of the issue of Ka^unir from the UNO, expulsion 
of the UNO arbitrator and settlement of the issue of Kash- 
mir by peaceful and democratic means and a consistent 
policy of peace: It will cooperate with other democratic 
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parties in buildinp a powerful ma«s movement for the 
realisation ot these demands And if a go\-emment is form- 
ed by a united front of genuine democratic parties, the 
Communist Party vnll support the government in so far as 
it implements such a program 


Usrii— Im Nno or tup Hour 

Only the united struggle of the people can realise this 
objective Only their united action can shatter the power 
of the present rulers and compel them to quit 

The coming da>'s must see the forgmg of this unity — 
unity to break the hold of imperialists over our country, 
unity to give land to the peasants, unity to provide bread 
and work for all, unity to build a powerful peace move- 
ment, unity to establish a government of the people The 
elections must become a mighty rally of the people behind 
these demands, a nationwide mobilisation to realise them, 
a demonstration of the united will of our people to smash 
th shackles of slavery that hold us down 
Big steps towards the building of popular unity have 
been already taken The textile workers of Bombay, by 
their historic decision to form one union, have set the 
example before the entire Indian workmg class On the 
issue of civil liberties, on the issue of food, on the issue of 
peace and opposition to imperialist intervention in Korea, 
a vast number of people, following all parties, have cam- 
paigned and struggled together The victory of the progres 
sive forces in the election In Howrah, Bajnandgaon, Burd- 
wan and Chandernagore indicate the developing strength 
and sweep of the unity movement TTirough bitter experi- 
ence of the last four years, the people’s forces are uniting 
against the common enemies 
This process must be earned forward United organisa- 
tions of workers, peasants, students, youth and women 
must be forged everywhere and the broad masses drawn 
into them The fight for adequate wages and dearness al 
lowance, against landlord exploitation and police terror, 
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recent local-board elections in several areas have increased 
that apprehension. They may try again to postpone the 
elections on the plea of 'national emergency'. That must 
not be allowed. 


'I'nr, Communist P-urrY—Tin: Partv of Freeeom 

' .CCD Dexjooucy 

The Communist Parly enters the elections imder serious 
handicaps. Thousands of its leaders and members are in 
prison and the Nehru government refuses to release- them 
even now. Thousands of its members, including most of 
the members of its central committee, cannot come in 
open and have to remain underground. Many of the ergs- 
nisations' of the party are illegal to this day. Military and 
police terror rages unabated in the areas where the party 
is strongest, making participation in 'elections virtually 
impossible. The names of most of those who could stand 
as candidates of the party hai*e been left out of the elec- 
toral rolls.’ 

The Communist Party will fight the elections despit® 
these handicaps. It is proud that it has earned the hatred 
and hostility of the present rulers of India as it earned the 
hatr^ and hostility of the British. Jt is proud that it •ft'®* 
the first to expose before the masses the real nature of the 
‘freedom* that the Congress had stotx for India and 1^3^ 
the people in the battle against it which made the party 
the first target of attack by the government. Ever since 
its formation, the party has stood by the people. It h^s 
pro'^ed by its deeds that it is the party of the working class 
and the toiling peasants, the party of the exploited masses- 
It was communists who laid the foundation of the great 
workingclass mov-ement, led numerous strikes, won th® 
eight-hour day and compelled the ruling claves to accept 
the principle of living wage and sotiai security. It was 
they who planted the red flag on Indian soil, brought so- 
cialism to the working class and linked it with the inter- 
national workingclass movement. It was they who brought 
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the workinji cla« into battles for freedom from imperial- 
ist rule and democracy for the people. Tens of thousands 
of communists have been throw'll in Jails and detention 
camps thousands have been tortured and killed but the 
retl Hag has never been lowered before the oppressors. 

Th cemmunists wire the first to make the peasantry 
conscious of the need for Ihcir own organisition to wage 
the battle for land In every part of India they have led 
battles of the peasants and agricultural workers against 
the inhuman exploitation of landlords and capitalists 
Thc} have led the peasants m the great battle for tebhaga 
in Bengal in the battle for padd> m Malabar in thc bat 
tic for land in Tilangana They have been with the stu 
dents with the teachers and employees with the writers 
and Journalists with thc refugees and the homeless in 
every struggle The party and its memb'Ts have helped our 
people to realise thc menace of a new world war and mo- 
bilised millions against it and against its instigators thc 
Anglo-American imperialists They have waged an un 
compromising battle agiinst communalist reactionaries 
and defended the lives of the people threatened b> com 
munal frenzy at the risk of their own Jives 

While waging all these fights the communists have not 
been free from errors and mistakes But as scncus fight- 
ers they have always publicly admitted their mistakes and 
corrected themselves Never have they left the masses to 
the mercies of the oppressors They have always stood by 
the masses ever defending their interests even at the cost 
of their lives and properties and in face of inhuman torture 
at thc hands of the British imperialists and the present 
congress rulers their inheritors They have ever demons 
trated their readiness not merely to teach the people but 
also to learn from them. 

The Communist Parly comes before the people as a 
party of national freedom and peoples democracy as the 
party pledged to unite oiu- people In the noble task to wm 
freedom and independence land and bread democracj and 
peace — as a party bom out of the most "heroic and sell 
I sacrificing struggle of the people themselves as a party 
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which has drawn into its fold tho most militant sons' and 
daughters of the workers^ the peasants and the intd- 
ligentsia — all democratic sections and elements of our so- 
ciety. It calls upon the people to support its candidates and 
the candidates of democratic parlies. ■ 

^ In millions the people of India rose in the years after the 
war to shake British rule to its "very foimdation. In mO- 
lions they must rise again -to end the rule of the Congress 
which has preserved the very, order against which thej'i 
the people, fought. • - ‘ ' 

AH to the polls! 

— To roHf the Congress! 

. — To. make the people^s candklates victorious! 

— To esiahUsh a people's government!' 



6 The tails of Ihe General flecliois and (he Tastes 
before the Party 

background or the Elections 


These elections were the first general elections on the 
basis of adult franchise and the first elections after the 
transfer of power They were taking place jn the back- 
ground of w’orsenmg economic conditions of the people, 
growing disillusionment with the Congress and mounting 
opposition to its rule, in the background of heroic struggles 
of the people in many of which the Communist Party had 
played a leading role, m the background of suppression of 
cml liberties, police and mibtary terror in many parts of 
the country, m the background of growing disintegration 
of the Congress and desperate manoeuvres (like Nehru's 
becoming the president) to arrest this disintegration 

Disillusionment with the Congress was universal Hatred 
against the Congress was mounting, especially in areas 
where big struggles had taken place and people had seen 
the real face of the Congress More and more masses were 
ranging themselves against the Congress 

Further, the elections were taking place m the back 
ground of immense strengthenmg of the forces of socialism 
and democracy, freedom independence and peace led by 
the Soviet Union in the background of epoch-making \ic 
tones of the Chinese people, the cracking up of impenalist 
bases m Southeast Asia, the deep ferment among the peo- 
ples of the Middle East the fisco of imperialist war policies 
an Korea and Vietnam, the nsmg tempo and sweep of the 

Excerpts from the election review pnnted m Party Letter No 9, 
April 1952. This report was prepared on ifw basis of the discussions 
that took place at the CC roeeting at the end of March It was 
released on 5 April. ' 
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ivorld peace movement, desperate efforts of the American 
imperialists to stem and defeat the movement and intensi- 
fy the drive towards war. 

Ail these events had exercised profound influence on 
our people, drawn them towards' the democralic'camp. 
roused their hatred and hostility 'against the imperialist 
warmongers, made them increasingly see that the real 
cause of their po\*erty and degradation lay not in 'natural 
calamities' but in the class rule that prevailed in the 
country*. 

The question of the power had ccme to the forefront, 
esperially in areas where the democratic movement was 
strong, the question of removing the present government 
from power, the question of forcing an alliance to effect 
this remo^■al, the question of establishment of a gON-em- 
ment that would solve the problems facing the country 
and mahe India play a worthy role in the battle for free- 
dom and peace... , • , 

, ^VIUT TIIC EiXCIIONS 1U\X RnXALEO 

Inev'itably, in vast country* like India, where conditions 
are different in different parts, where the popular ino\'e- 
ment is marked by its extremely une\’en development, 
no generalisation can be made which would hold true for 
all areas- Ne^-ertheless broad generalisations are both 
possible and necessarj*. Possible, because we hax-e enough 
facts, enough knowledge of the history of the last 5 
years, enough data. Necessary, because a re^-olutionarj' 
party ha< to base itself on the masses — not cnly on the 
existing le\*el of their ino\*ement, on their existing con- 
sciousness but also on the shift in their posilloo in order 
to work out a ccrrect policj*. 


Smrr raovi j«e Consm-ss — Shift 7 wA»rs Snccxaix 

NM'.al arc the broad facts that the elections reveal? 



On the Resuits of I9S2 Genera} Eiecuonj 


87 


First and foremost, they reveal that vast mass of peo- 
ple have shifted aw’ay from the Congress, have lost con- 
fidence in its ability or desire to ensure for them land 
and bread, «-ork and adequate wages, civil liberties and 
freedom from police oppression. The fact that Congress 
which onlj a few years ago enjoyed unrivalled prestige 
and mfluence, could this tune secure only 43 per cent of 
the votes cast — this cold fact gives the he to Congress 
claims to represent the country Except m 4 small states 
— Coorg, Delhi, Saurashtra and Bhopal — nowhere could 
the Congress secure a majority of votes not even in UP 
Even this however, does not give full mdication of 
the loss suffered by the Congress as an organisation in 
prestige and influence The factors that operated in 
favour of the Congress were not merely the traditional 
influence of the Congress — unlimited resources, the power 
of the press, the pressure of the administrative machine- 
ry, intimidation of mustim voters social and economic 
pressure brought about by landlords and rich peasants, 
especially in areas where a broad peasant movement has 
not yet developed, largescale corruption and suppression 
of the Communist Party m its strongest bases There was 
also the disunity of the left forces which made it appear 
to many people that there was no altemalive to the Con- 
gress There is no doubt that Nehru’s assumption of the 
presidentship of the Congress on the eve of the elections 
created new illusions in many sections, disrupted the 
KMPP, temporarily arrested the swing away from the 
Congress and exerted a powerful pidl on the muslim 
voters.^ Fmally, there was the psychological factor — many 
people desired that the Congress should be defeated but 
did not believe it was possible to do so Hence they either 
abstamed from voting or willy-niUy voted for Congress 
Due to all this it can be safely asserted that the real 
loss in the mfluence of the Congress Is far greater than 
that indicated by the votmg figures. The Congress has 
suQsrtid the biggest political and moral defeat in its entire 
historj. This of course should not lead one to the con 
elusion that the Congress has now lost all influence and 
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is relying solely on repression to maintain itself in power. 
Even when all factors are taken into account, the Congress 
still has greater following than any other, single party in 
the country. But its mass base is cracking up — and crack- 
ing up rapidly all over the country. - . • , 

Secondly, on the whole the shift- away, from the Con- 
gress has been a shift not to the tight but to the leiU 
towards democracy and struggle and not towards counter- 
revolution — a fact which is of decisive 'importance not 
merely for a correct estimation of the events of the last 
years but also for working out of correct slogans and tac- 
tics for the future. 

The .three all-India parties whose following can 
broadly described as democratic and left— the Sociali^^ 
Party, the KMPP and the Communist Party and parties 
allied. to it in the UFL* and PDF of , Cochin-Travancote 
and Hyderabad—together won 49 seats in the parlianien 
and 385 seats, in the stale legislatures. They, polled 20-9 
and 16 per cent of the votes cast respectively. 

. The J^a Sangha, the Hindu Mahasabha and fhe Rant 
Rajya Parishad, parties . of Hindu communal reaction.' 
backed by landlords, princes and some of the most re- 
actionarj' elements of the big bourgeoisie, %von only 
seals in the parliament and 87 seats in the state assem- 
blies. They polled 4.5 and 7,3 per cent of the voles cast 
respectively.' 

Of the 37 seats won by these parties no less than 51 sre 
situated in the princely states of Rajasthan and ^^sdby3 
Bharat where the democratic movement has always been 
weak and where congress policies of appeasement of 
princes and jagirdars enabled them to strengthen their 
position. The same happened in Orissa where anoih^ 
parly of feudal reaction, the Ganatantra Parishad. whicn 
assumes a 'noncommunaj’ garb, won 31 seals in the Orissa 
assembly and polled 7.6 lakhs of voles, securing its rriost 
impressive victories in the districts of Sambalpur, Kor3P*Jt< 
Bolangir and Kalahandi where even the Congress nevrr 
had any influence. In Punjab and PEPSU, where parties o' 
hlndu and sikh communal reaction expected to score thek 
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biggest victories and even form the government, they ac 
tually secured only 12 4 lakhs out of 63 lakh votes polled 
Feudal and communal reaction, still retains considerable 
hold m Its traditionally strong bases, has capitalised anti- 
congress discontent to some extent m UP. CP and parts of 
West Bengal but has failed to make .Significant headway 
m areas where it was not already strong 
Further, forces of communal and f'^udal reaction 
triumphed precisely m areas where the peasant movement 
led by the Communist Party was either weak or non 
existent They were routed where a militant peasant move- 
ment, a broad popular movement had been developed by 
the Communist Party The contrast between Rajasthan 
and Hyderabad, between Cochm-Travancore and Madhya 
Bharat, between the Orissa states and Tripura is not only 
an eloquent commentary on the real nature of the 'blood 
less revolution' effected by Sardar Patel, it also delivers a 
smashing blow against ttie Nehruite thesis that feudal re 
action can be defeated by supportmg the Congress 
The masses, it is evident to all today, are movmg away 
from the Congress They are moving towards the deft, to- 
wards the democratic camp, towards struggle Failure to 
see this, failure to understand its significance, failure to 
make this the basis of our work would lead to trailing be- 
hmd events, to bemg taken by surprise, to right-opportunist 
deviations in relation to mass struggles. (J 

This process, however, is not taking place m a simple 
and uniform way, nor is it expressmg itself m the same 
form everywhere Failure to realise this would lead to 
deviations of an opposite nature 
Local parties have come into eiostence m many parts ot 
the country, parties most of which were formed on the eve 
of elections and together polled nearly 90 lakhs of the votes. 
Among these are parties like the Tamilnad Toilers’ Party 
that professes a progressive program, parties that express 
the urge of the tribal people for a homeland like the Jhar- 
khand Party, parties led by feudal princes like the Gana- 
tantra Panshad, parties that profess congress ideology and 
declare that they oppose the Congress only on specific 
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issues like the Lok Sew'ak Sangh, the Tamilnad Congress 
of Travancore etc. 

Another marked feature of the eicetions has been the 
very large vote polled by 'independents’. Taking the 
country' as a whole, they polled nearly 20 per cent of the 
votes in the assembly elections — a figure much higher than 
that polled by any party other than the Congress. In most 
pro\'inces and states, the total voles polled by the indepen- 
dents were only next to the Congress. The exceptions are 
Cochin-Travancore, Hyderabad, . Andhra, Malabar ' and 
Tripura. 

This phenomenon is significant. Equally significant are 
the exceptions. 

. They reveal on the one hand the disintegration of the 
mass base cf the Congress, the rift in the Congress itself-^ 
many former congressmen standing as independents in 
order to capitalise the anlicongress discontent; they sho»* 
on the other hand insufficient de\*elopment of political con- 
sciousness among large sections of masses, their vaciliS' 
tions, the \^-eaIaiess of organised all-India parties in many 
areas which enables local men of influence and local par- 
ties formed on the eve of elections to utilise mass radical- 
isation. Also they are a reflection of the existing disunity 
of the popular forces which bewilder many who hate the 
Congress and make them repose their trust not in any 
party but in the men they 'know’. 

It is a fact worth noting that in stales and areas where 
the Communist Party is strongest and where a broad rmit- 
ed front was forged, unattached independents not merely 
failed to win many seats but even polled poorly. A ntim- 
ber of independents in these areas w-ho were either formal- 
ly or in practice integrated in the democratic front won on 
the basis of progressive support and are standing firm even 
after the elections. 

' All this shows the complex and tortuous process that k 
going on in our country, the divergent forms which the 
break up of the Congress is assuming, the strength and 
weakness of the popular forces. While the basic shift is 
clear and unambiguous, the specific extent and nature oI 
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the shift m each area the classes it involves, the form in 
\\hich it expresses Itself — all these must be concretel> 
studied by provincial units of the parlj in order that ov er- 
simplilication is a\*oided and correct tactics are evolved in 
relation to parties and ino\ements 


1 Mtucrscr or Tin Commumst Pwtt as v Major 
P oLmeu. PoRcr 

Net merely have the broad masses moved away from 
the Congress, not merely have the majority of them mov- 
ed to the left, but Inside the camp of the democratic mas 
ses. the Communist Party has berome the strongest single 
factor, the most pouTrful challenge to the Congress Even 
the UTjrst enemies of the party are forced to recognise this 
The psri} stands forth today as the first party cl the 
Andhra people, es the most powerful force in Kerala, as 
tlie party that has the backing of the overwhelming ma 
Jonty of the people of Tnpura. as the party which constl 
tutes the main oppositicn to the Congress in Bengal, as the 
parl> which is rapidly growing in Orissa and Punjab, as 
the party which people all over the counlrj consider to be 
the party of the future 

This IS a factor of decisive significance for our country 
and our people The Communist Party has carved cut for 
itself a place on the political map of India. 

If this had not happwned. If the Socialist Party of India 
which claimed at one lime that It would capture 'at least 
800 seats had emerged as the mam 'opposition' to the 
Congress it would have tried to capitalise its victory not 
m order to fight the Congress but In order to bargain with 
it It would have sowm new illusions among the people 
and tried to organise them for antistruggle, antiunity and 
anti-Soviet, anti-China poliaes It would have diverted 
the democratic movement into disruptive professedly anti 
commuojt but in reality antidemocratic channels and 
served the interests of American imperialists. 
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No genuine democrat, therefore, need shed tears over 
the Socialist Party’s debacle in the general elections... 

These facts show that the Communist Party and the 
united front have not merely emerged as the strongest 
opposition to the Congress but also that their successes 
have created a qualitatively new situation in Indian po* 
litics. They have created a serious crisis for the ruling 
classes, 'have created possibilities - for the defeat of the 
Congress in sev-eral states, have shattered the myth of 
the invincibility of the Congress and destroyed the 
monopoly position which- the Congress enjoyed in the 
political life of the country. All this is bound to exercise 
a profound influence on the masses even in, areas where 
the Congress has vs-on the overwhelming majority of seats, 
and. draw them towards struggle, towards unity and thus 
undermine the position of the Congress throughout the 
country. 

Already the eyes of the masses of all slates are focused 
on the south— «n Hyderabad, cn' Cochin-Travancore, 
Madras. ' 

The linstablUty’ that has developed in these states is 
not just ■ govcmroental instability, which occurs when 
rival parties of the ruling classes are evenly balanced. 
is political instability caused by changed correlation of 
class forces — ^the emergence of the party of the working 
class as a major force. It may mark the beginning of n 
political crisis for the ruling classes. Therein lies the rea-- 
son of their panic. 

Therein -also lies the reason for Dean Acheson’s 
for laid’ to India and Ws speedi of 13 March in the course 
of. which he said: ’’India is fighting a desperate battle 1“^ 
save herself from communism... India is a most striking 
example of the need for urgent and effective action... 
unexpected strength shown by the Commimist Party ^ 
the recent national elections..,*’ . . • 

The significance of the victories won by the Communist 
Partyand the imited front must not, therefore, be measiU’* 
ed merely in terms of seats won and percentage of 
secured. The significance lies deeper. ■ . ' - • 
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All tnis IS Ijeinc stated not m order to create eCctanan 
arrottanco in our comrades not m order to induce them to 
make the false claim that not socialist but w-c arc the alter- 
nat£\t but in order to stress that historj of the Commu- 
nist rartj Is not merclv « historj of de^iatirns as cjrnics 
think but B hjstorj of bold leadership of mass struggles 
In order to point out the ne\c situation in Indian politiw's 
and the role the partj has placed in creating this situation. 


Orns AcMs\r tim I’iRTi 

For four years the entire pov^er of the state was direct 
ed against the party and the movement led bj it Party 
units Nsxre banned mass organisations were suppressed 
tens of thousands wtre throwTi in pnson without trial 
thousands InvoUrd in cases ef murder dacoilj arson and 
rioting and thousands shot Terror was let loose against 
people in areas where the party had its mam bases and 
struggles led b> the partv were drowned m blood Military 
and police terror reigned m Tclangana and other area* 
women wore subjected to worst indigmlics. A virulen* 
campaign of lies and slanders was launched against the 
partv a campaign in which the socialist leaders fully 
participated * 

Even when elections were being held hundreds of the 
finest cadres of the party remained in prison, warrants 
continued against over a thousand in Hjdcrabad arrests 
beating up and even killing continued m Tclangana 

The victories that the part} and the united front have 
won show clearly that the gov emment offensn e against the 
part} has failed The areas of mass struggles stood firm 
like rocks Those who slandered the party as a party of 
bandits and murderers have been silenced. Tclangana has 
acquired a new meaning in the eyes of the democratie'/nas 
ses in our country in general and of the oppressed peasantry 
in pnrticular No longer Is it associated with communist 
atrocities today it is assoaated with the mass peasant 
movement for land which all the might of the government 
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failed to crush, with resounding defeats suffered by the 
Congress, with the victory of the communist can^date 
Comrade Ravi Narayana Reddy, who polled the highest 
vote in India. ' ■ 

Not merely has the policy of repression suffered fiasco 
but the vaunted morality of the congress leaders also 
stands exjjosed. They stand exposed as hyjwcrites aDd 
liars, as organisers of mass butehery, ',A: ' 

How did the party and the united front win such vic- 
tories in face of such overwhelming odds? 

This question will be taken up later but here it is neces- 
sary to point out one thing. Nothing would be more harm- 
ful than any attempt to explain the victories won by the 
party in the states of the south, in Bengal and Tripura, in 
Orissa and Punjab by basing oneself on the events of the 
last 3-4 years alone or the events of any particular 'period’. 
Such 'explanations’ would lead to wrong conclusions 
wrong practice. ^Vhat we have to understand is that in the 
result of the elections stand revealed, though within 
tations, the entire work carried on by the party ever .since 
its formation in various states and provinces — the struggles 
it has led, the classes on which it has based itself, the causes 
it has championed, the organisations it has built, the links 
it has forged with the masses by selfless and sustained hard 
and patient work. 


i^SONS or THE Electioxs 

Not merely communists but all genuine democrats, all 
dasses except the monopolists and landlords, desire the re- 
moval of the present government and its replacement by 
a papular government It is necessary, therefore, for all 
of them to examine the causes which led to the defeat of 
the Congress at the hands of progressive forces in certain 
states and areas and not in others. The general national 
and International factors, sketched earlier, which include 
the food crisis, operated in all parts of the cotmtry and 
played a big role in weakening and disintegrating the Con- 
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fircss everywhere. The very fact, however, that the demo 
cratic forces succeeded most m specific areas shows the 
need to examine the specific factors that led to their vne- 
tories 

The 'theory* put forward by congress leaders and their 
henchmen that Congress lost where the food shortage was 
acutest and where, therefore, ’nuschiefmongers could turn 
the WTath of the people against the government — this 
thcorj’ has no basis in reality 
If this theory were correct, then the worst famine aflec 
ted province of Bihar would not have returned the Con 
gross Party to power wnlh such majority If this theory 
were correct, then the Congress would not have lost heav^ly 
in the Krishna. Guntur, East Godavan and West Godavari 
districts of Andhra in the Tanjorc divtnct of Tamilnadu — 
all of which were surplus districts— and done comparative 
ly better in other districts in the same province where the 
food situation is far worse 

The leaders of the Congress pul forward this ‘theory* 
because they want to make out that communists want fa 
mine and starvation, for through that alone they can wm 
the support of the masses. Thb is on a par with the other 
bourgeois ihecrj’ that communists want unemplojTnent, 
chaos and war, for that alone would create the situation in 
which lhe> can ’capture power’ 

Stud} of the election results shows that the most impres 
slve victories were won by the democratic forces — 

(1) Where the party boldly led mass struggles in face 
of terror and repression, where it established its claim 
to be the leader of the people by determined champion 
ship cf the cause of the masses, unflinching courage, utter 
devotion to the cause of the people, selfsacrifice and 
heroism 

(2) Where the party had developed a broad peasant 
movement uniting the entire peasant masses and on the 
firm foundation of unity of agricultural workers and toil 
mg peasants Also where the party had built a powerful 
tradeunion movement 
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. (3) Where flexible united front tactics were adopted, 
the Communist Party coming before the people as the 
party of unity, as the parly giving concrete expression 
ot the popular urge for unity, as the party subordinating 
everything to the supreme task • of defeating the Con- 
gress. ' , . , , - 

' ;(4) Where the election campaign' could be developed 

, into a broad popular movement, with the slogan of an 
alternative gowmment as the key slogan. 

(5) Where provincial units of the party- brought’out 
their own manifestos based -on the central manifesto, 

. where agitation was positive and concrete and such con* 

• ‘ Crete factors as the oaticnal factor, the factor of unifiw- 
. tion of the nationality into linguistic provinces, were 

effectively utilised (the contrast betw’een Andhra and 
Kerala on the one hand and Maharashtra and the others 
. is striking), 

(6) Where the weakness of organisation was' overconie 
by. developing mass initiative, rank-and-file initiative to 

- the. utmost extent, dravring the masses into the electoral 

• battle as active participants in-selection of candidates, in 

planrting work through broadbased united front commit- 
tees at all levels. ■ ^ 

(7) Where the party was strongest; where the party 
was unified and went into the struggle as a team. 

All these factors ■ must be taken together and in Iheif 
totality. Any attempt to isolate any single faetor'and focus 
attention only on that factor would lead to v-Tong eonclU' 
sions, to deviations of nghbopportunist and left-sectanan 
nature. ■ t «' 

■ Long before the elections^in’*the policy statement and 
in the election manifesto — the party bad pointed' out that 
the Congress had lost the batdeing of the majority of our 
people and was relying on popular disunity to Maintain h' 
self in power. Hence the key task before the party; befor*^ 
all the democratic forces, was to forge unity in order 
defeat the government. - ■. . • 

The elections have proved the correctness of this analy* 
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SIS They ha\e brought home to the people the urgent 
need for unitj 

They have done something more They have shown that 
the unity that can defeat the Congress must be unity for 
developing mass struggles, unity not merely of top leaders 
of parties but unity of the masses unity to build a ma^s 
tradeunion and mass peasant movement on the firm foun 
dation of agricultural workers and toiling peasants unity 
to create linguistic provinces unity to fight for the derftands 
of all classes and sections — workers peasants aftd students 
teachers office employees shopkeepers artisans youths 
and women and build their mass organisations They have 
shown that the masses hWe to play an active leading role 
in the struggle against the government and their initiative 
has to be developed to the utmost extent They haVa 
shown that only united mass organisations and broadbased 
united front committees at all levels can be the firm foun 
dation of the united front movement Finally, they have 
shown that only a politically and organisationally unified 
mass Communist Party can be the builder of the united 
front f 

The elections therefore have not ''merely stressed the 
need for imity they have also shown what kind of Unity Ts 
needed which classes must form basis what form it 
must take which force can build ^ ^ 

The lessons that the elections teach are -valuable not 
merely for ’future elections They are valuable for every 
struggle for the entire democratic movement, for the esta* 
bhshment of a popular government — a movement of \7h1ch 
the general elections were only a part These lemons musf 
guide us in aU our future work these lessons ;shpuld be 
made a part of the consciousness all democratic parties 
and elements All of them d^ire that the Congress should 
be defeated AU of themmust know how the Congress 
can be defeated. 
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Usixp Tront I’actics Durinc Eixctjons 

Complex and varied were the problems facing the party 
in forging electoral alliances with' other parties and groups 
and their tackling demanded the , utmost 'flexibility; Des- 
pite the absence of effective directives from ihe centre, in 
the majority of provinces the comrades' tackled these pro- 
blems effectively demonstrating thereby the maturity they 
had attained. , 

The chief obstacle in the path of united front was. the 
rightwing leadership of the Socialist Party of-'India wWch 
contested no-less than 1786 assembly ^ seats, and which re- 
fused to. ally itself not only with the Communist Party, but 
with any democratic party while preferring ’alliance with 
Dr Ambedkar and notorious careerists, many of whom.it 
adopted .as candidates.. Its leaders went to-the length of 
saying that they preferred victory of the Congress to victory 
of, the Communist Party in any constituency.;, And they 
actually ensured victory for the, Congress in hundreds,of 
constituencies by splitting the democratic votes. . 

In view of the antiunity policy of the Socialist Party, io 
view of their record ; of sabotage of, mass, struggles and 
moral support to the , Congress' In the .supprwsion of the 
militant struggles of workers and peasants, in view of thei^ 
hostility towards the Soviet Union, People’s China , and 
other democratic countries, and iri view of their open sub- 
servience to the British and American imperialists — it was 
perfectly correct on the part of the Communist Party to 
lay down that’ there should be no general support to Socia- 
list' Party candidates — even in constituencies where th® 
party or the united front were not contesting. Such sup* 
port, no matter what name was given to it, would have 
meant in practice acceptance of the Socialist Party’s clabn 
lhat they and they alone are the ’aUematlve’ to the -Con* 
gress. It would have meant tacit support to.tbe antipeopl® 
and pro-American policy of the rightwing leadership of 
the Socialist Party. 

It was also correct that where we or our allies were n^t 
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eonlPsUng we should support such soctalist candidates as 
were prounity, prostruggle and not anti Soviet 

However it was also necessary to stress that where a top 
leader of the Congress or a hated minister could be de 
ftated only by supporting the socialist candidate m the 
constituency, such support should be given despite the fact 
that the socialist candidate could not be placed in the cate 
gcry of progre^ive socialists Experience has shovvm the 
galvanising effect of the defeat of top congress leaders on 
the masses 

Tills omission however, was corrected m most of the 
constituencies where such a situation arose before the 
polling 

U was also necessary to point out that in bases of work 
ingclass and peasant movement the unity of the movement 
should be preserved and that if the socialist candidate was 
one who was looked upon b> the masses as their real lead 
cr if he enjoyed (heir confidence and thus he alone had 
reasonable possibilities of winning— m such places the 
party should support the socialist candidate as against the 
Congress while demarcating itself from the policies of the 
Socialist Party Such tactics would have helped to streng- 
then the movement against the Congress and drawn the 
honest elements of the Socialist Partj, especially rank and 
(lie workers end peasants into the unity movement 

With the Left Socialist Group the parly worked in clos 
cst cooperation in almost all constituencies where the 
group existed Cadres of tic Left Socialist Group as well 
as their leaders wholeheartedly supported the part> in the 
election struggle 

The party achieved electoral agreement wth the Forward 
Blcc (Marxist) in Bengal Bihar and Orissa with the 
Kamgar Kisan Party m Bombay and several parts of Jfa 
harashtra and the Marathwada region of Hyderabad In 
several constituencies of Maharashtra the party and the 
Peasants' and Workers Party opposed each other though 
they worked together at Sholapur In Uttar Pradesh the 
party and the UP R5P worked together In Punjab the 
party had united front agreement with the Lai Communist 
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Party. The failure to reach agreement with the Fenvard 
Bloc in Punjab had advcrDc 'effect on the elcclibn in several 
constUuonclos. • • * - > - ■ , . « 

The imitcd front of the Communist Party’with the Revo- 
lutionary Socialist Party and the Kerala Socialist Party 
which led to the formation of Hhe united left front in 
Cochin-Travancorc had a galvanising effect 'on the entire 
people of the 'state and created the conditions for broad 
united front committees on a local basis into which all 
mocratie dements were drawn. 

•The people's democratic front of Hyderabad also was in 
essence a united fronl'of left parlies and groups with its 
main base in Tclangana where the communists have be- 
come the undisputed leaders of the peasant movement;. 

■ The specific feature of these united fronts were that they 
wore in the nature of agrbemonf between left parties that 
accepted the gbal of socialism, parties most of whom clainf 
ed to bo' Marxist ' Such united fronts were necessary and 
desirable. But they were not broad enough to draw the 
vast masses into the movement, they were not strong 
'enough to defeat the Congress. • ' ff < • ir!/' 

' Thc'party, 'therefore, tried to' build' a broader united 
Irbnt-^a united front which -would exclude ‘the parties of 
communal reaction bached by feudal and ' counterrevolu- 
tionary-elements but include’all- parties; groups and indi- 
viduals who opposed: the Congress from a progressive 'and 
democratic standpoint— even though the'- opposition-’in 
many cases was not'firm’arid Consistent:'.'.* -j / ■ lU- 

•In" Tamllhad' Where the main'base’of the partyTay 
workingclass areas and among the peasant 'masses of Tan- 
Jore,’ the party' supported thd Tollers' -Party ■* candidates io 
Arcot district,' a-number ofipfogressive independents, and 
strove- fer a’ provincewide -united front wth the Dravida 
Kazhagara.' While the latter ^'an-organis&tion 'did.-not 
f\}in the oyi/fai front,' ttrofft of -ilst headers aitd-csdr£:s sap' 
ported thelpart’y'and left 'candidates and played a big r*’!® 
fn the defeat ■'ofHheiCcngress. 'i-*- m ■ 

• -In 'Andhra, ' even'after -attempts tb'oi'feth 'agfbefnent'With 
theKMPR-'and thd KLP hadifalled, 5he-party;did nbh'fcon* 
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tent Itself merely unth 'exposing these parties and oppo- 
sing them cverj'^vhere »t supported and worked for a num 
her of candidates set up by KMPP to ensure the defeat of 
the Congress United front cn a local basis was arrived at 
In several areas and no less than 11 KMPP candidates elect- 
ed to the state assembly from Andhra had the backing of 
the partj Gopala Reddy and Kala Venkat Rat) have openly 
ascribed their defeats to the support given to their oppon- 
ents by the communists 

In Malabar the party succeeded In achieving a united 
front agreement with the KMPP a united front which 
played a big role in ensuring the rout of the Congress 

In Bengal a united front embracing the Communist 
Party Forward Bloc and the KMPP and covering the 
whole province could have inflicted a crushing defeat on 
the Congress Such a front did not come about maml> due 
to 'the insistence of the KMPP on contesting too many 
seats Tho part> was laic in giving the slogan of an alter 
native government and could not also develop a sufll 
ciently strong unity movement i ’ 

Certain mistakes committed in our approach to the 
Scheduled Castes Federation have been dealt with in a 
resolution of tho central committee 

' It can be seen -from the above that while some successes 
■were undoubtedly achieved m achieving united front 
agreements, on the whole the slogan of the party that all 
progressive forces must unite to defeat the Congress re<- 
tnalned unfulfilled Even left unity was not fully realised 
in most provinces 
What was this due to’ 

Some would ascribe this solely or mamly to ■sectarian 
approach on the part of the Communist Part} towards 
other parties Such explanation would lead to the wrong 
conclusion that once the party adopts a 'correct approach', 
unity will be achieved I r r 1< , 

Undoubtedly a correct approach is necessary Undoubt 
edlj we have to get nd of «U sectarianism remnants of 
whveh are still very strong among us andjis hampering 
the development of the united front movement But the 
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real causes as to why effective united front could not be 
forged in the elections lie. deeper. 

- They lie first and foremost in the weakness of the party 
itself. Only the Communist Party,' as history of all coun- 
tries has proved, can be the leader, - builder and driung 
force of the united front movement- • j 
:• Sectarianism itself is both the cause'and the result of 
the .weakness of s the party. Without ridding . ourselv'es of 
sectarianism, we cannot take effective steps towards the 
development of a broad mass Jnovement. Without develop- 
ing such a movement ^VB cannot root out < sectarianism. . 

If the party > were strong among the . masses, above all 
strong in Its own 'class, the working class, it could have 
brought them on the'rtreets with the demand for unity, 
it could have developed a mighty unity movement w'.hose 
very strength would have convinced all democratic parties 
and elements • that unity was’necessary and possible' and 
that this unity could defeat the Congress. It was the inde- 
pendent strength c£ the' party, its independent mobilising 
power, combined with correct approach that made united 
front between the Communbt Partyi and the - KMPP.'i” 
Malabar possible. i • 

Secondly, before the elections most of the other parties 
\vlth W'hieh we sought united front exaggerated their own 
strength and influence and refused to ; recognise the 
strength and influence of the Communist Party, which 
though far less than what the situation demanded was far 
greater than what the bourgeoisie thought or wanted to 
make cut. Accustomed to methods, of bourgeois 
parties, other parties looked upon appeals for \mity made 
by the Communist Party as a sign of its weakness,, as re- 
cognised on the 'fact’ that the party w-as ' 'played out - 
Hence, while professing to stand for xmity. many of them 
laid do\%-n conditions to accept which would have meant 
liquidation of the party's own bases. 

Thirdly, the issue of united front came to the forefront 
only on the eve of elections and united front - itself, 
therefore, could not but be only an electoral agreement- 
It was not as though a united mass- movement had -been 
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de\i;lop(Mj for the realisation of thfc tmmodiate demand* 
of the p^pJe united mas* organisations built as the organ 
of the mo^emenl and the election struggle looked upon 
by all as part of this mo^'cmenl, as a means to establish 
a gox'emn'ent which would carrj out the minimum accept 
ed program of the mox'ement. Inevitably therefore dis 
putes arose not on any basic issue but on which «eat which 
partj should contest. 

Due to all these reason* the united front realised during 
the elections could neither be sufilciently broad nor suf5 
cientlj hrm 

A new situation has developed after the elections Not 
merely the urge for unllj has growm but also its possf 
hllilles have Increased immensely All can see today that 
no single party can defeat the Congress and dislodge it from 
power All can see today that the Communist Party is a ma 
)or force Ibat the CcJigrvss svffertd its heaviest defeats 
precjcly where the Communist Party u strongest that 
therefore only a uniied front which Includes the Commit 
tilst Party can replace the Congress All can see today that 
mere discontent is not enough that this discontent has to 
be giien concrete form and direction through mass strug 
gles and consolidated in mass organisations 


^\ rvv^Essej Rritu-Eo 

The elections have also revealed serious weaknesses of 
our movement which hav-e to be overcome with the utmost 
rapidity 

One common failing a most serious failing almost in 
every area was the complete ignoring of the issue of 
peace and also to a great extent the issue of solidarity of 
the Indian people with Vietnam and Malaya ivith Egypt 
and Iran It was inevitable that issues of food and cloth 
of wages and employment of police terror and suppres 
Sion of Civil liberties would figure proininently m otir 
agitation But together with them it was also necessary 
to popularise the struggles that are being waged against 
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imperialists in other lands, to denounce the atrocities of 
the imperialists against the pcoples-of these countries, to 
develop international consdousness Mn our people, to 
make them consdous of the menace of .world war and to 
demand that India should play a leading role in bringing 
about a pact' of .peace between the great- powers. It u-as 
necessarj' to expose the role that the India go\-emment is 
playing by refusing to take a firm stand on peace. It 'vas 
necessary to warn the people that the continuatton ol the 
Nehru government in po\ver meant increased penetration 
of American capital in India, increased dependence on 
America 'Which has revealed .itself as the enemy of free- 
dom and independence iOf 'peoples of all lands. 

; Not that all this was not done at all but as comrades 
will adroit, that: this was. not done with sufildent vigour 
and effectiveness.' i - " 

' ■'This is' being stated here not merely In order to point a 
serious weakness of ourlagltation but also in order to 
phaslse the' Impdrtance'of the-resolutionjon pfeace adopted 
by the 'central 'committee and in order that serious atten? 
ticn 'Tna'y be paid by party units to .-implement the direc* 
tions' of that ’resolution as'well' asrof the circular on 
peace and solidarity ’with’ the colonial peoples. • 'r 

The weaknesses that the elections have revealed, how- 
ever, are not confined to this and certain other aspects of 
our agitation and organisation only. There are other basic 
weaknesses also. 

'.'•The most'- serious weakness which the results of 'the 
elections '"showed -is the- w-eakness of the party in the 
working class, the weakness of the tradeunion movement; 
the’deep split'in the -v^'orking- class..- 
’"Except in some; of .-our tradeunion bases of Tamilnsd’ 
in Kclar goldfields where*Tamilian workers predominate! 
in .the small ‘industrial .areas- of -Kerala, in Sholapur and 
in\predominantly Bengali workingclass areas of Calcutta 
and-suburbs, -ws'-fared poorly in industrial' areas. In most 
of- the major industrial centres, .the party failed to -win 
seats.' It 'failed to win a' single seat'in ^Bombay " which had 
first- hoisted. the red flag, it -failed to win -^ats in Nagpuit 
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in Kanpur, in Delhi, m Ahmedabad. m Tatanagar, etc. 
The ONcrv-helming majority c£ the seats in all these areas 
vere captured b> the Congress including most of the 
scats in the mining belts of Bihar Hindustani speaking 
iii-orkers of Bengal Voted for the Congress. 

The serious stale of affairs that these results reieal need 
not be dihled upon The policy statement adopted by the 
partj has stressed the importance of the mdustnal work 
Ing class m our economy and in our political movement, 
has pointed out that the leadership of the workmgclass 
movement has to be established not merely through the 
leadership of the party but also primariJj' through actioa 
bj the class itscK. Due to the position which cities like 
Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Kanpur, etc occupy m the 
political life of our country, the parly carmot become a 
national political force without becoming the major force 
m these cities, in. the working clas^ of these cities 

Explaining how mass action of the proletariat trans 
formed ' slumbering Rusaia, into a Russia of the revolu 
tionary proletanat and revolutionary people", Lenm drew 
attention to the striking fact ’ the bigger the city, the 
more significant was the role the proletariat played in the 
struggle ’ / »/ f 

The weakness of our workmgclass movement, the weak 
ness of the party in the major industrial centres is the 
key reason why we are unable to give concrete expression 
to the popular hatred against the go\ ernment in an efiec 
tive manner, why wo ace unable to develop a powerful 
movement against rise m'tbe price of foodstuffs, against 
suppression of civil liberties, against imperialist atroatie^ 
in Korea The party can be constantly before the people, 
appear as their tribune and cdiampion, rally the democra 
tic masses under its banner only if it is able to move the 
Working claSs into (action on national and international 
issues ’ t ' 

To Overcome the disumty of the working class, td de 
velop a powerful workmgclass movement, to create poll 
tical consciousness in the worlcng class — this therefore, 
is the key task facmg the party today This-'must not re* 
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main a pious wish as in the past^but be ‘translated ^nto 
deeds. • ^ ' 

Equally weak is the state of the peasant movement in 
most provinces. In Maharashtra, where the party has been 
working for many years;' small workin'gclass centres of 
Amalner and Dhulia \'oted mostly for the party but due 
to our weakness in the surrounding 'peasant areas, we 
failed to-win seats.' ' 

Mt is not a question of elections alone; By confining its 
work to small industrial area^ by not spreading out in 
thfe surrounding rural areas, the party would isolate the 
Working, class 'in such centres.'arid render'it impotent in 
face of government attack- ThW holds true even for re- 
latively large workingclass centres^ofthe north', many of 
which are industrial 'islands In ‘a vast agrarian sea.' > 

■ The:party in Maharashtra Has also to i take 'up' the is- 
sue of Samyukta. Maharashtra .in right earnest. The 
ignoring of this- issue. by the party is a serious failing 
which has nothing in common with -the Marxist princfpl* 
that' the -party of the ' proletariat has to fight 'for unifies' 
tion of national homelands. The .relative strength . 
stability of the Congress in Bombay and ’Madhya Pradesh 
states is due, among other reasons, to the fact that • the 
movement for linguistic province has remained weak- 
Further, the demand for-’ disintegration of Hyderabad 
state can never 'acquire irresistible strength as long as th^ 
Marathwada regions are not drawn into the struggle for a 
united Maharashtra. 

■'While the mass base of; the Congress is disintegrating 
all over the country, 'the dlsmtegratfon is not proceeding 
at the same rate in all areas. Nor should we draw the con- 
clusion that 'mere weakening of the Congress necessarily 
means the strengthening of the democratic movement. , 

- In Rajasthan, Madhya Bharat and Madhya Pradesh, 
the Congress has secured a majority of votes polled but 
in all these states the democratic parties too have done 
poorly and the combined strength of the Congress and the 
parties of communal and feudal reaction is many tfmei 
more than that' df the democratic parties. ; In Punjab, 
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PEPSU and Orissa Ihc party has made considerable head 
uay in recent years but reactionary forces are still in a 
dominant position there The struggle m all these areas 
and Delhi is not a struggle against the Congress alone It 
Is simultaneous!} a struggle against feudal and communal 
reaction To forget this uould lead to the worst type of 
opportunism, to entanglement snth parties of reaction 
which WT3uld strengthen them and help the Congress 
leaders to retain their influence on the democratic masses 

In the \ast Hindustani speaking region which stretches 
from Ambala to the borders of Bengal the region of 
which the Uttar Pradesh forms the heart and core the 
Congress Is still an immensely powerful force The Com 
munist Party failed to win a single seat in this whole re 
gion Even the Sccialist Party which claimed this area 
as Its stronghold fared hadly— much uerse than anyone 
expected So did tne KMPP The democratic movement In 
this area is extremely weak— weaker even than in many 
other areas whore too the Congress secured only a minor 
itv of votes 

In all these states the basic task is to develop a mass 
peasant movement in close cooperation with all demo 
cratic parties and elements paying special attention to 
the agricultural workers and poor peasants vast masses 
of whom have not yet been drawn into iSe kisan sabhas 
This alone will shatter the base of the Congress m Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar this alone will defeat the efforts of the 
communal and feudal reactionaries who are diverting the 
anticongress sentiment of the people Into disruptive and 
counterrevolutionary channels Feudal remnants are still 
immensely strong in most of these regions caste and so 
aal oppression rampant — against which the party must 
mobilise democratic opmion 

Further the party has to pay special attention to the 
disabilities from which the muslim minorities suffer — the 
suppression of Urdu the discrimination against musllms 
m services etc the open or veiled mtimidation to which 
the muslims are frequentfy subjeeferf 3 
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' It should also' be noted that 'in-severalTegioxis, especially 
in the Chotanagpur regioTis’cf Bihar, .the inovement fora 
tribal homeland has-gathored-iihmense strength: The spec- 
tacular victories of the Jharkhand Party which swept the 
polls, ‘ esperially in the tribal districtsrof 'Singbhiim and 
Ranchi, and won 32‘seats in-the Bihar-assembly 'are pheno- 
mena to which utmost'attention has to' be paid- Failure to 
evolve cbrrect ■slogans'and'taclics-'.'and'conduct vigorous 
work among the tribal people would mean-leaving them m 
the hands of their, present leaders -^vhc, are -striving to, use 
them for purposes; of .bargain with the confess leadership 
and who will use their just aspirations.for, disruptive pur: 
poses. -The causes.of the failure o*^|the party, in Darjeeling 
and the success of the Gurkha League must be Mudied. - 
I It must be clearly realised that at, the present stage ivhen 
events are 'marching rapidly, when,. the. riiling classes are 
facing a crisis, the, uneven level of bur, movement, the ex- 
treme weakness of, the. democratic forces over the, ^eat« 
part jOf, the --country, constitutes a .serious menace to th® 
entire democratic movement. . i 

At the same, time, it. must be^remembered that it Is not 
as though in areas where the Congi^s anti extreme ”2^*’ 
wing have triumphed, the base of reaction is firm' and broa^ 
’On‘the “ccntrajy, the hase'^is -weak 'and is disintegrate 
uhder'the impact of theVictbries of the democratic for^ 
in the'sbuth,' under the impact 'bf grovWhg^ mass opposition 
and due to’ dissensions iri’the coh^w’s camp itself. There if 
hd need, therefore' 'for ’defeatist' outlbok and’ demoralis^? 

conclusions. "What 'is heeded IS mtehsi^’worlc, 'overcoming 

of weakrifesEes that' the Elections have'brought out.' " ' " 

From' all' that has been said"afe>ve" it’ should not' bS 
thought .that s^'ciaLefforts'are ne^ed bh the part ot 
party only 'in'sUtes'of Ihe'no^, 'tKai'lh'the areas wherf 
the party has scored its biggest vf^ries the Congress hss 
been Smashed,' that no-xmevenness 'of.the- movement-p^ 
vails In those regions; ' .;••• U L.*..* -i-;, . • . ' 

-• Such:concluslons 'w6uld be wrong. ''nj'oi' would lead to 
complacency and sliding back. They may also lead to Jeh‘ 
sectarian tactics. . . *' 
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The unewnness uhich the elections have revealed is not 
mcrelv a RcoRmphlcal unev'cnnejs It Is something far more 
Rcriou^ In the greater part of the country we have jet to 
acquire firm base in the proletariat and In the most oppress 
ed strata of the ptasantry— the classes that alone can con 
stitute the granite foundation of a proletarian party 
hiJe we have ewry reason fo bo proud of our achieve 
ments proud of our party vve cannot also afford to ignore 
the serious weaknesses which are not the weaknesses of the 
part> alone but of the enllro democratic movement They 
must be overcome by the united efforl of all those who de 
sire our country to be free and independent happy and 
prosperous 


Sm vTtds Anra me Ixixnioss 

The results of the elections have given immense con 
fldencc to the masses. It has as already pointed out, created 
a critical situation (or the ruling classes It has made the 
impcriahsts panicky 

Frightened by the growth of the democratic movement 
In India and frightening the Congress with the red bogy 
the American Imperialists are striding to effect economic 
and political pcnetrstioir mto our country b> loans aids 
and agreements and transform the India gov ernment into 
their subservient tool— an instrument for violent suppres. 
Sion of the democratic, movement an instrument of war 
apainsl the democratic countries. 

The USA believes ft said Deaq Acheson in 

a statement before the American congress on 19 fifarch to 
stop and reverse a trend In the recent Indian ^elections m 
which the communist fvotc increased to a very great ex 
tent If this trend should continue you will have a growth 
pf communist strength m India and a very dangerous .situa 
lion |n Asia ' a 1 i ) 

f Evcr> pat^^iotic Indian must be made to ponder over the 
significance of these words which presage shamelessjan 
terfsrence m the affairs of our «>unryj by dho American 
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imperialists. "The USA believes it necessary to stop and 
reverse" the trend to the left. The m'ean^ which the Ame- 
ricans adopted for this in China' and Greece and’ even in 
countries like France and Italy, what It meant for those 
countries — for their freedom as well as economy — ali this 
must be explained to our people. " ' ’ •' 

The party has to come before the people today as the 
party of full national freedom, as ’the party that 'defends 
national independence and national sovereignly, as the 
party that wages 'determined battle against those who ar® 
selling our country to the foreign imperialists. ' 

Faced with the deepening economic crisis ‘and the grow- 
ing food shortage — products of their own policies — the rul- 
ing classes are resorting to standardisation, to wage-cuts, to 
raising the price of foodstuffs. As always, they are shifting 
the burden of the crisis on the workers, peasants and to'w^S 
Intelligentsia, 30,000 workers of Ahmedabad have been 
thrown out bn streets, thousands in Bombay are iacdng the 
same threat- - • '' 

The party has to come before the' people as the party 
that resists these attacks of the ruling classes,: as the pa^ 
that defends the day-to-day interests of workers' and o' 
all sections bf the 'people.'as ’the party that organises 
for struggle to defend their right to live. ■ ' ’ ' 

Having suffered 'serious political and moral reverses' m 
thl^' elections— the Congress 'is striving to forge' alliance 
with the most reactionary elements (release of razakar 
ministers'bf Hyderabad is an instance); disrupt the growing 
unity of the people (Nehru’s overtures to the KMPP ^ 
Socialist Party.'move to form 'National Kisan Sabha' oo 
the lines of the' INTUC). isolate the revoliitionary forc«* 
led by the party, 'continue repression against the party 
launch a new terror drive against the party. '' ' 

All these efforts’of the government can be defeated to- 
day.' The Congress is weaker than it was at any time. It 
tom with internal dissensions— dissensions that vctII ag^ 
come to the surface. The appointment of a counsellor its 
Travanrere-Cochin has evoked a protest even from cou' 
gressmen in the state and the crisis which developed aii^t 
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congress defeat in the state has deepened In Madras state 
the crisis that de\ eloped as the result of the defeat of each 
one of the top congress leaders is being sought to be o\er- 
come by bringing back C najagopalachari who howeter 
has not been able to find suitable colleagues In Hyder 
abad the precarious majority •$ being sought to be main 
tamed by extending the number of ministers bj creating 
jobs for congressmen who threaten split. Such is the state 
of the Congress! 

The democratic mo\ement is stronger than ever before 
the party la not merelj stronger than ever it has learned 
many lessons from its own history and the history of the 
mass movement 

The part> has learned that the first task of every party 
of the future is to convince the majority of the people that 
its program and tactics are correct (Lenin) that for this 
propaganda and agitation though essential are not enough 
but also experience is needed experience which the masses 
can acquire only through struggles. 

The parly has learned that in Its struggle the prol? 
tanat has no other weapon but organisation (Lenm) and 
that even the most rewlutionaty situation will lead to re 
volution only if the mam organisation — the party — is firm 
in discipline flexible m methods and deeply embedded in 
the masses 

The party has learned that one deviation cannot be cor 
reeled by jumping into another deviation that deviations 
both of the right-opportunist and left sectarian types have 
to be simultaneously fought that both result very often 
from failure to see a complex situation in its entirety and 
from focusing attention only on a part and not the v/hole 

The party has learned that it must neither be cowed by 
repression nor fall victim to the tactics of provocation 
resorted to by enemy but develop the whole movement 
In a resolute planned and coordinated manner on the 
basis of sober assessment of the situation In order to de 
feat the enemy 

Above all the party has learned that it is today a ma 
jor force that millions follow its lead that millions more 
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sympathise'with It-and are coming towards it -and all this 
imposes’ on it heavy''dutles 'and ‘ ^espbnsibilit^es^ failure 
to discharge ^which wiirmcan greater setback than ever 
•before, i ‘ •' ') -i ; ■ ’ 

The party has-td give’ concrete expression'to the'popu- 
lar urge for unity whicH expressed -itself "^during the elec- 
tions, which got' strengthened after the elections and plac^ 
the' movement for unity 'on' firin'^ basis," ' 

The party must not get dizzy with success 'and propa- 
gate the wrong thesis that the Communist ' Party is* the 
'alternative’ to the Congress. Congress rule which repre- 
sents the rule of landlords ’and monopolists' can -be re- 
placed only by a government of democratic coalltion^of 
‘all anti-imperialist parties,-' including ''the -Communut 
Party.' An 'attitude. of sectarian 'airogance towards other 
parties like the ’KMPP, the' Forward ■' Bloc -and others, 
towards nonparty democrats, and towards the ranks of the 
Socialist Party and honest followers of the Congress-rvho 
still number millions, would disru^. unity. and prevent^ 
from carry itt^ out' ouf tasks;- . r-' > : n ^ 

l-'fDue to the 'Victories .won bythe party’and'ideihocratrt 
forces in the' states ‘of Madras and Cochin-tTravancore ano 
the seriovis’ reverses -suffered by the Congress a new situa- 
tion has developed' there andlnew^possibilities have open- 
ed up. In these two states, especially in the state of'Mad- 
ras,' the ’ possibility ‘ has -arisen of the formation of ^ 
government of th’e' united democratic front; ‘ ' 

' ■ The specific features' of the situation- ‘in these - states 
&re; ' -i' -vi lU-f ; '• * rl-".!. ■ 

’ ^(l).A'blg majority of-people^have-taken up a position 
of Opposition td'thefCongress which is in a. minority 
in the' legislature (Madras 152 in 'a house of 375, Codiio 
Travancore 44 in'id'-House of- I08)j. / ••'1 ' 

■^••(2) The' opposition' On the 'whole -is a democratic o?' 
position.' ■'•T" ; •jJr.n.oi , ... a - tc: . M z'- r ' 

-•^■(3) ‘Communist’ Patty -is-ithe single -biggest force-in'th® 
opposition, -v:i ‘ 

-.^Such-.^'iiiotithe Situation in a state, like .PEPSU;wh'«r^ 
too rthe ' Cdngressi is , 5n . ’a jmnority but I .where ma'in .f 
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opposed to the Congress is represented by the Akali 
Part>, a party of feudal and communal jeaction and the 
Communist Party is not a major force Nor does such a 
situation exist in Orissa where too the mam opposition 
consists of the Ganatantra Parishad — a party formed and 
led by prmces Hence there can be no UDF government m 
these states at present 

The formation of a government of the united democra 
tic front m Madras and in Cochin Travancore would be 
a gigantic step forward Such governments would press 
for the formation of linguistic provinces undertake 
measures to gue relief to the peasantry the agricultural 
labourers and the workers as vrell as to the mio^ 
classes combat blackmarketeenng and corruption restore 
full civil liberties and would thus help the people m their 
stri/ggle for a better life Such a government would be 
a government of struggle against the monopolists ernj the 
feudals and a champion of the common people 

At the same time one must remember the limitations of 
the present united{democratic front f 

It IS a product of electoral defeats suffered by the Con 
gress and represents a coalition of those who inflicted 
these defeats and came together only when the possibility 
of a noncongress government arose It is not a product 
a victorious mass struggle in^which the constituent units 
have stood together and fought together The present 
UDF has not been forged in the fire of mass struggle It 
does not therefore yet represent the fighting unity of the 
masses 

As such the UDF itself is not yet sufficiently firm nor 
sufficiently united It is only a rapid growth of the mass 
movement mass pressure and united mass organisations 
that can giw it stability unity and firmness 

Was It then premature for the party to make efforts 
to form a government of the UDF’ 

Not m the least When tie possibility of forming an 
alternative government arose it was the duty and the res 
(XK!S!bi}.'ty the pari} to ssiake every effort to trans 
late this possibility into reality Masses want an alfema 
D— 8 
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-tivo- government,' They want the noncongress parties ar,d 
individuals for whom they voted to form such a govern- 
ment. Only by gitdng cxprwson to this mass urge, only bJ' 
taking steps for its materialisation, the party could unite 
the masses and develop the mass movement. If a go'^etn- 
ment of the UDF comes about it v/ill be ’a great step 
ward. , If, for any reason, it docs not come about 1^^ 
masses will have knov-m whom they can trust and who® 
they cannot. They will know whom to hold responsible for 
the reimposition of the congress rule over them. 

Petty-^urgeois 'lefts’ may shout , about 'opportunist’ 
'betrayal.of rerolution’ and ‘watering down of progra®' 
The ruling classes . Jenow better. Hence their desperate 
efforts to form coalitions, to buy over independents, to 
work up anticommunist hysteria — to do eveo'thing to, p®* 
.vent the, formation of a government of the united deir-o* 
anocratic front ’ ' " ' 

^ Maus Tasks F.^onc me PAm* 

What are'^the main tasks facing the party today? 

Broadly speaking, they are; 

(1) .Revive the trade unions and kisan sabhas as 'urvd” 
.organisations by hot merely imlling the existing organis*’ 

tions.but also by'drawing into them workers of the fof' 
ward Bloc, KMPP, socialists and rank-ahd-file congressia^ 

(2) Develop a broadbased mass movement for cIatI 
ties, for withdrawal of warrants, release of detenus 
lifting the han on the party in Hyderabad; for release o 
detenus arid withdrawal of warrants in Bengal, Punj^J' 
Bombay, Tripura; for defence of the accused in Hyderabad 
Madras state, Cochin ’Travancore and Uttar Pradesh 1® 
lia); for repeal of the detention act, for full freedom ot tb® 
press, for TU rights. 

(3) , Intensify the movement for linguistic provinces ® 
Andhra and Kerala and draw all elements, '-‘including 
gressmen,'into the movement. Develop similar moyeroe^^ 
in Maharashtra and Karnataka. Demand ending of 
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missjoners rule in Tripura and other part C states and con 
lerring of the nght of legtsUtivc assemblj on the electoral 
college 

(4) Dewlop a mass mo\cment for peace for a five power 
jieace pact for solidarity with colonial peoples fighting for 
freedom for friendship with Sov »et Union China and other 
democratic countries for elose economic relation with 
them, against germ war m Korea against suppression of 
Indians in South Africa for withdrawal of the Kashmir 
issue from UNO 

(5) Build a united movement for help to the people in 
the faminestricken areas force government to give relief 
mobilise people for adequate rations and against rise in 
prices Of foodstuffs 

(6) Place all these movements on the firm foundation o' 
united organisations and united committees Form UDF 
commUtees wherever necessary m order to broaden the 
movement Develop a passion for organisation and over 
come fag between movement and organisation 

(7) Wage determined struggle aganst parties of feudal 
and communal reaction while drawing masses under the^ 
influence into united mass organisations 

(8) Transform our newspapers mto powerful instruments 
of mass education, mass agitation and mass mobilisation 
(all comrades mtist study chapter five of the Ilistorj of the 
CPSU (B) which describes what a bolshevik mass news 
paper must be) create mass literature in the form of cheap- 
ly priced pamphlets on current national and international 
subjects 

(9) Undertake education of party cadres and draw cadres 
into the party (first as candidates) so as to build a mass 
party which alone can fulfil the tasks of the mass move 
ment 

{10} Overcome all dissensions that still exist mside the 
party In certain areas fully unify the party and tighten up 
■disciplme a 

Due to strengthening ol the democratic forces it is pos 
slble today to give every movement a mass character It is 
possible to develop a broad movement of writers artists 



116 Docymrnis oj llif Jlislorj of 

ant! cultural workers, a theatre movement, movements ol 
all sections, all strata of our people and to draw into the® 
all honest and progressive elements. 

The growing hatred against the British and American 
warmongers, the immense sympathy and goodwill arno"? 
our people for the Soviet Union and China that ha\'e been 
expressed in enthusiastic reception to the cultural delcg^j 
• tions that visited our country are a powerful factor fc* 
peace and for brotherly relations with our neighbours. 
fiasco that the slander-propaganda carried on by Americar- 
imperialists against those countries has suffered, the con- 
tempt with which those who reveal themselves a.s 
' can agents are looked upon by our people is an indicab^ 
of the profound democratic sentiments -lof our peepJ • 
Basing themselves on this sentiment, the democratic 
• can today decisively defeat the war plans of the 
Ists'and enable our country to play a tvorthy role in hum* 
nlty's struggle for peace. : ■ - • 

The election of a large -number of communists to t^ 
legislative ’assemblies and' parliament - have 
■ resp'onsibilitles on -our party.:« In order to' discharge tn 
responsibilities in a befitting manner, in order to ^ 

hop'es'ihat people have reposed in them, in order that t ' 

" may effectively champion the cause of the people, our 
races' have to take their parliamentary duties serious 7 
as seriously as they take their extraparliamentary. , 
Every PC and parliamentary fraction must see to it «»• 
comrades maintain live contact wth the people of the ■ 
stituencies which elected them, go there frequently 
dress meetings reporting on what they have done 
doing in the legislatures. Also it is necessary that r 
and procedure are studied and mastered, that each ct^^ 
rade equips himself for effective participation in ^ 
bate. The practice of bourgeois parties in which 3 
'leaders’ do all the w-ork in the legislature and most of 
members merely raise hands — this practice must 
place in our party groups in the assemblies and parUa^^ ., 
In the forefront of all tasks stands the task of reorg 
sing and rebuilding the party itself. , 
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, It must be recognised that never was the lag between 
, the influence of the party on the one hand the organised 
strength of the party on the other so great as it is todaj 
. It IS evident today that wnth a little more preparation, 
the party could have contested many more seats, especi 
^ ally m its strong bases, and polled at least 8 million wtes 
The membership of the party, howrever, is not even a minute 
j fraction of this. Perhaps m no other country of the world 
j IS there such a lag between the influence of the party and 
, the organised strength of the party This lag must be 
overcome by a bold policy of recruitment to the party and 
measures to educate the cadres 
I A necessary step towards the overcoming of this is the 
setting up of an effective party centre which will run the 
central journal, brmg out a theoretical monthly, prepare 
■educational material and give political guidance to the 
party as a whole We do not have such a centre today We 
did not have a centre throughout the election period— a 
failing which affected our election campaign seriously 

Pro\mcial committees too must put an end to the pre 
sent chaotic methods of work,' stabilise their flnance, set 
up fractions and fraction committees, guide the provincial 
journals and help the DCs to function the party umts 

Organisation has always been the most neglected subject 
in our party Agam and again we have seen what this 
neglect leads to Not merely repression takes us unawares 
and severs our links with the masses but even durmg a big 
struggle or a campaign party units cease to function m an 
organised manner 

With the loosening of the political grip of the Congress 
over the people and because of the wrorsenmg conditions 
of their lives, big struggles are going to break out in near 
future The party will be overwhelmed by the immensity 
of the tasks that these struggles will create unless it over 
comes its organisational weaknesses and grows mto a mass 
partj 

Above all, it must be kept m mmd that reaction wnll not 
lake Its defeats lying down It is planning a new onslaught 
-—an onslaught which we shall be able to face and defeat 
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only by strengthening our party and striking deep root m 
the masses. Any conjplacen<y, any slackening of efforts, 
any illusion would be fatal. • ' 

A period of tremendous possibilities has begun. The re- 
lative 'political stability’ of the last five years is over. The 
'stability’ was based not on mass support for the govern- 
ment but on the fact that while the masses waged 
economic and even political struggles, the Congress enjoj'eo 
airaonopolist political position in the countCj- and the 
masses did not see any alternative to congress rule. Toda) 
the united front ‘ constituics a political • ' challenge to the 
Congress in a vast area. 

This is a ’new factor fn the Indian situation. It is a 
tor of immense significance ■ for our country- and for the 
w’hole world because of the position which India has come 
to occupy in international politics. It is a factor that « 
exercising profound influence on the people of the whole 
country. ■ ' ■. '/v • 

Hence immense responsibilities ; rest on our shoulders- 
We shall discharge them only by fully unl^-ing the party 
jxjlitically and organisationally, overcoming all weaknesses 
in our work 'and resolutely fulfilling the -tasks that ouf 
movement demands. 
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1 THE ECONOMIC PLAN AND PERSPECTIVE Op THE BIG 
BoiRCEOISIi. A,\D TIIL GOXXBVMENT— THE niW \T 
TO TltC COUVIRT AND THE PeOPIX— THE J^EPLY 
OF THE WOREINC Cl.«S 

Irjiroduefioii * 

Our party workers on the tradeunion front have not met 
for a long time The last meeting on an all India scale was 
held in May 1049, at the tune of the Bombay session of the 
AITUC 

Since then a number of things have happened which 
demanded a meeting of the party leadership on the TU 
front In 1950 Januarj*. the party was openly and publicly- 
informed by our friends that it was following a wrong 
course The discussions following from that ultimately re 
suited in the party adopting at the all India party confer 
ence a new program in October J95J and reorganising its 
work in accordance with it 

From 1948 onwards many of our trade unions had been, 
illegahsed and hundreds of our TU workei-g had been 
throw-n into jails The congress government ahd the hour 
geois landlord cliques thought that the nulit^t working 
class and peasantry, their leaderships and th^ party had 
been smashed 

The adoption ofJthe constitution m 1950 rendered some 
of the laws of the congress government ultra vires of the 

This pamphlet contaioiag S A Danges npcrts convention 
of Communist Party members working in Ihe tcade\iijion move 
ment in Calcutta 20 22 May 1952 was published m October 1952 
The convention held according to ihc decision of {he CC and 
mended by 300 delegates endorsed the reports , j ^ 
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jiew constitution. That allowed seme ot our TU organisa- 
tions being released from the clutches of the police and 
some of our members from the prisons. 

The desire of the congress government to appear demo- 
cratic to stabilise itself in the minds of the people by hold- 
ing adult-franchise elections, its confidence in its o^\'n vic- 
tory, the belief that it had smashed the militant workere 
and peasants and also the fact that we had made some 
changes in our methods at approach and tactics — all this 
secured for us a certain amount of respite from total per- 
secution and illegalisation. 

A review and reorganisation of the TU front was delayed 
by the overriding demands of the election battle. No doubt, 
workers’ struggles \vere being fought and demanded guid- 
ance from the party as a whole. .But an all-India meeting 
as this was not possible at the time. ; 

The election victories of the party, the advance of the de- 
mocrallc masses and their rejection of the absolute leader- 
ship of the Congress which was reduced to the position of 
a minority in votes at the polls has greatly dianged the 
situation-for'us, both in relation to the people and in rela- 
tion to innerpa'rty situation. Elections showed to the people 
that the criticism by the democratic left of the bourgeois- 
landlord regime of the Congress was correct and tallied with 
the opinions of vast masses of the people. It has given us 
courage to find that repression has not smashed us and that 
the people remember our sacrifices and forgive us our 
mistakes.- i-., • i , 

The elections have confirmed the reading of the situation 
as given by the preamble to the program of the party- The 
crisis of the landlord-bourgeois system in India is coming 
•out in a more severe form since the elections and is show- 
ing the real character of the present government and i^ 
inability to save the people from poverty and hunger. 

The Postwar Situation 

The postwar situation was characterised as one in which, 
with the victory of the Soviet Union', the forces of deuio- 
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Under the Marshall plan, by exporting its worthless 
goods and armaments to the marshallised countries, the- 
American_ imperialists hoped to enslave those countries 
economically, ruining their home industries through Mar- 
shall imports, and enslave them politically by installing 
marshallised governments tied to American loans and sub- 
sidies. 

• All these schemes could not stave, off the crisis of Ame- 
rican . imperialism or their satellite countries. . 

Utilising the bait'of loans, the threat of cutting off sup- 
plies, and by directly buying off the colonial puppets of 
lh6 British colonies, the Americans tried to oust Britain. 
from its markets and sources of raw materials- 
But many of these markets and sources ot materials, as ' 
in Malaya,' were enveloped in liberation struggles. If the 
struggles succeeded these countries would be ’ altogether 
lost to any imperialism.-’ Hence in their ultimate-class in- 
terests the ‘American, -British, French, Dutch, Portuguese, 
united to fight the colonial people's liberation struggles in. 
Malaya, Indochina, -Burma, Indonesia, Iran, 'Tunisia, Fgypt. 
etc., though their intematiohal .rivalries .con- 
tinued within the framework of their counterrevolutionary 
alliance. 

Deepening . 0 / the Crisis of Capitalism 

By 1950 it was'clear that nothing could'save the Anglo- 
Americans from a crisis which was already creeping on 
them, and for ’ which they ‘ used - the deceptive name o 
‘recession’. Neither the Marshall plan nor the 'threats of 
war and atom 'bomb, nor the suppression, of the colonies' 
was going to save them irom a crisis. Hence they launched 
the Korean war in June 1950 and thereby hoped to usher 
in a boom. 

The boom came but only for a'time. The^war industries 
made profits. As Stalin had warned, the adventure misfired 
and failed to solve the crisis of imperialism. ' 

Two years after the Korean war, the slurnp has beguix 
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in the npitali^t markfl of England ind America and all 
tho*c who^c economy is tied up with them are hit by the 
‘•lump 

The slump IS an miMtablc ooncomttant of the capitalist 
A war economy boom cannot overcome for good 
Ih s manifestation of the cnsij of capitalism The all per 
vasive power of the monopolies and their interference 
ihn ugh thi stale machine may disturb the influence of 
thi slump from appearing in all branches with equal force 
But it cannot avert the crisis 

Curtailment of civilian production, mounting prices and 
taxation resulting from the arms drive constrict the market 
for civilian goods and make a crisis m consumption of 
ci\il an goods inevitabk 

Unemployment Is rbmg In America Textile and woollen 
mills arc closing down Morkers faced with a fall In stand 
ards of living by rising prices ore resorting to strikes for 
increased woges. Even ormymen are refusing to go to war 
on 1 the news of the strike of airmen In America is confirm 
I'd cfllciaily 

The same Is the story in England and the other marshal 
lised countries. 

Strengthening of the Syttem of Soeialitm 
end People s Damocracy 

Only the Soviet Union peoples democracies and China 
are not hit by any crisis There peace economy is grownng 
an 1 standards of living are rising 

The strength of the system of socialism and peoples 
democracy Its refusal to be drawn into armaments drive 
by threats of war the peace movement In the world the 
resistance movements of the colonial people and finally 
the heroic struggles of the Korean people backed by the 
Chinese have been the main factors in the setback to the 
tcupeciaiist sdtwuncs of world, domination, 
for the present r. 
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India after August 1947 • 

In the context of these world events, what has been the 
fate of India, its ruling classes and its people? 

’Faced with the postwar liberation struggles the British 
arrived at an understanding viith the leadership' of the 
IJational Congress 'and installed it in power, after dividing 
and'weakeriing the country and inciting communal mass- 
acres to disrupt the united struggle of the people for libe- 
ration. The direct rule of British imperialists ended.'’ 

But this independence did not lead to any improvement 
in the conditions of the people. The fundamental features 
of semicolonial economy were retained. by the Congress 
Party in power, because its leadership- was drawn’ from 
the landlord-bourgeois classes. 

British capital remained intact in the vital branches of 
production and drew its profits as before. Our trade and 
finance remained tied up as before. Our armed forces 
were officered and commanded by the British as , before. . 
■Our industry had no machines to make machines, no capital 
goods, for which it depended on the British as before. , 
Our land and food production remained backward due to 
the hold of feudal landlordism, the moneylender and the 
capitalist market, producing cheap raw material for' the 
imperialist industries, as before. 

Taxation rose, prices went up, inflation continued, con- 
sumption declined, famines came. The peasant fought’ for 
land, the worker for wages. But the congress governments 
spent more than half of the revenues on the militaryi 
police and bureaucracy instead of spending on relief to 
the people. 

We need not recount the whole story. When the people 
protested, the -workers struck work and the peasants 
fought, what had the government to say? 

It pleaded for time to plan and to execute the plan- 
It demanded faith from the people in its bona fldes and - 
goodwill and claimed that it was being solely guided by 
people’s interests and net dass interests. ; ‘ • 

It attributed the major economic evils to the legacy of 
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pist British rule and prt>poscd the fi\t ypar plan a$ Iti 
•olution 

It proclaimed aloofness from anj bloc In its foreign 
policy and denied Its tie up ulth the Anglo Amoncan 
group 

Proclaiming filth m gandhism and nonviolence while 
incl scriminatelj shooting dow*n striking workers and 
•tnrving peasants it askid the working class for coopvra 
t cn with cap tal and rejection of class struggle 

It did all these because it claimed that It was not a 
government of an> one class but of a welfare state 
Landlordism and capitalum it said would vanish gra 
duallj and peaeefullj if the working c)a«s and the peas 
nntrv worked hard produced more consumed less and 
saved in order to maintain the state and its budget and 
build the plans for the future 
These are In short the main lines of government polics 
If the working class and the peasantry resisteti this line 
it would Ito supprvssed b> force 

Policies of the Conyress Coiemmenfs 

The policy has been put into cfTccl and the results so 
far show that it Is the same landlord bourgeois poIic> 
that has proved bankrupt everywhere in solving peoples 
problems. r 

After their compromise with the British the congress 
ministries have ruled for six years In the provinces and 
four jears at the centre They have had time enough to 
show their true character What class nature have thev 
*hawm‘> 

Thoj tried to take off all control from food and cloth m 
the interests of speculators and monopoly financiers and 
ruined the poor consumers and small traders Only strikes 
and hartals by the workers and the people restrained the 
ministries The subordination of the government to the- 
big monopoly syndicates in «)tton sugar jute cement is 
too well known to need description 
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As soon as they came to power, the accumulated recon- 
struction funds in each state were squandered 'by the 
bureaucrats in league with their -henchmen. A-;large sec- 
tion of the congress bureaucrats and leadership enriched 
themselves at the expense of the people. 

; They played with the demand for abolition of.,. land- 
lordism -and under the plea of. abolition, enriched, them- 
selves, the landlords and a few rich peasant farmers. 

In their exports and imports control and licence poli- 
cies, they have fed their favourite monopoly bankers and 
traders, at the expense of the people and genuine traders. 

By their open attack on workers’ struggles, by the 
•application of ordinances and bans, they have shown 'that 
the congress government is a goverriment of the exploit- 
ing class 'of landlords and big Iwurgeols monopolists.'- Their 
government and the state serve and strengthen ''the inte- 
.rests of these classes alone. ' '' 

' What economic perspective 'does the goveiTiment ‘hold 
'before the people and where is it leading them to? 

The economic platform bf the fnono’poly bourgeoisie' is 
its much-advertised five-year plan. In essence it is a plat- 
form of financial bankruptcy of the state, high ' prices, 
low wages, 'ruiri of genuine industry and trade, misery of 
the people and the ultimate strengthening oft the hold of 
' foreign and ‘Indian monopoly capital over our economy. 

"The plan does not visualise any basic expansion of in- 
•dustry and 'agriculture. -It proposes to spend about -1500 
crores of rupees in rehabilitating the economy and restor- 
ing our capacity just to the level it was before the war. 
The schemes of industrialisation drawn even by the Tata- 
Birla plan or the 1937 schemes of the planning commis- 
sion are no longer there. 

Invitation to Foreign Capital — 

■Offensive Against Workinfl CIoss 

is'going to find the money for it? The monopolists 
with high range of incomes are not to be .taxed.tojpro- 
vide the capital. The 'plan says: 'f - ■ 
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"Although dispcnable Incomes left after taxation in 
Ihtso ranges are loo high fn India relating to the general 
le\cl of incomes in the country an^ material Increase in 
direct taxation is at this stage like to affect the capital 
market adwrselj (Rsc leaf Plan p 22) 

The planners admit that e\on the present taxes are 
evaded and black market evades them successfully Thoj 
say There is a considerable leakage on account of non 
declaration of profits made in black market (ibid) 

But uhat can the poor government based on gandhian 
nonviolence do against these immoral monopoly racketeers 
not a small number of whom belong to that very sect 
itself’ 

But capital must be found So a portion will be bo** 
rowed from the American monopoly banks For this they 
must be assured good conditions TTie assurance is that 
(a) They svlll never bo nationalised (b) they will be al 
Jowed to export all their profits and capital and in their 
own currency (c) Indian capital wilt not get any special 
favourable conditions as against their competition (Gist 
of Polics Statement of April 1949, p 160) 

But that alone is not going to give us all the capital 
for development The bulk has to be found from those 
who produce It Is the working class which produces pro 
fits which ogam become further copital for industry 
So the worlang class has to contribute more for this 
How? The mechanism is simple For increased production 
or against nSing prices which make profit for the hour 
geoisio it should not demand and should not be paid more 
wages More production less wages, high prices — Is the 
formula for finding capital for (he five year plan 
In para G3 the plan says that inflationary pressures will 
continue to operate in the economy That means gov 
emment has no plan for hope of reduang prices 
But they demand more production under t^e plea that 
thereby they w anl to reduce pnees for the consumer and 
improve Vhe ^anisri ol Tftvung ^rs>6«.ViW» -a 
not only* oA the bourgeoisie the working class is the main 
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agency to fulfil the plan in this respect But uhat is to- 
be its reward its share m the growing wealth*' 

The plan prescribes that they must work more under 
rationalisation and accept larger v/orkloads ^ 

The object is to facilitate the workers attaining a living 
wage standard through acceptance of rationalisation 
(p 192) 

A livmg wage standard by todays wages in terms cf 
today s prices is impossible Therefore the plan admits 
that wage increases and larger earnings are justificable 
But any upward movement of w'ages at this juncture will 
further jeopardise the economic stabilitj of the countrj 
if it is reflected m the cost of production and consequentlj 
rai«es the price of the product Hence workers roust 
accept wage freeze or wage cuts 

Similarly on bonus demands the plan says t no pa> 
men! should be made m cast on this account while the 
inflationary situation lasts' and inflationar> situation 
they saj will last throughout the period of the plan 

(p 188) j 

Thus the five year plan of the monopolists promises 
high prices of goods and t&xatiDn for the people^rationa 
lisation unemployment and wage cuts for the working 
class and enormous profits for the monopolists and for 
eign financiers 

For encouraging larger production of food and ra'^ 
materials the plan does not visualise largescale abolition 
of landlordism and giving land to the peasants as h 
frankly admits It will rouse serious social antagonisms 
which m other words means that it fears the landlords 
Sucn are the plans and perspectives of the congress 
government and the big landlord and finance groups that 
guide It 

The Direction of Trade 

The crisis of Indian economy is not denied b> the ruling 
classes and their Congress Party in fact it pla>s upon »t 
bj blaming the whole crisis as being due to the results 
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oI British rule and thereby uses the anti imperialist sentl 
merits o( the people to gather their support for its pre'ent 
antipeopJe policies. 

The fact that in the past imperialists kept us in semi 
colonial conditions and thwarted our development «:hould 
have led us to break away irom our moorings in their 
economy We should have changed the direction of our 
trade and broken the monopoly of British finance over it 
On the contrary we find the follow ing admission by the 
government regarding our export import trade 
Mchtab minister for commerce and industry at the 
import advisory council gave the following figures for 
July December 1951, in crorcs of rupees 

Imparts Exports 

Sterling area 200 -t 202 3 

Dollar area , 161 7 781 

Nonsterling nondollar area ilZO^ 68 9 

The monopoly financiers thus Refused to get out of the 
trade links of the Anglo American bloc. 

We should have taken hold of their capital investments 
here since they have refused to return our sterling loans 
to them That vvoiild have given us the best<* pa>ing ke> 
industries whicii cam 40 crores of profit per >ear, on 
their own admission 

In our capita! borrowings we *hould haVe refused to 
tie ourselves fo one ’’or the other imperialist country 

Penetration of American Capital f. ™ 

The finanaal policies of the government of India are 
however, leading it to mortgage the country to America 
in addition to the hold that Britain has already got over 
our economy 

The American drive to capture the colonial markets of 
Bntain is in full swing m India and Pakistan 

Utilising the failure of the India government to solve 
the food and production crisis m a democratic way the 
p 9 
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American monopolists are offering more and more loans 
to India. The loans help the .American monopolists to 
sell their unsalable goods at high prices to India. They 
allow their financial and technical advisers to ijenetrate 
the country’s economy. They get.a hold over the govern- 
ment machinery and they help to pass the effects of the 
crisis of the imperialist system on to the backs ,of our 
people. . ' . ' \ 

In the end the loans tend to draw ‘the India! govern- 
ment more and 'more in grip of the' warmongering ' blo<^ 
and into enmity with the democratic and' socialist coun- 
tries. ' • 

The government of India has already drawn 200 million 
dollars from the American monopolists as foM loan, 
nearly 75 million from the World Bank, and proposes to 
contract further debts of over lOOD million dollars.- '• 

It claims that by these loans, it ,wiU_ reconstruct Indian 
economy, carry but vast irrigation works and solve the 
crisis of food and production, in the country. 

We have to tell the people and the working class that 
these claims 'are totally false and will^not solve our 
crisis. We must. tell them to reject the, economic plan and 
perspective of the congress government and its landlord- 
bourgeois philosophy because they cannot solve our 
problems. ' , . " 

Two >*ears back the government and the ruling cla^* 
were harping on shortage of consumer goods as the reason 
for high prices and scarcity of goods. * 

They demanded ’industrial truce’ irom the working 
class, which meant that it should not strike against the 
monopolists who were profiteering to secure rise in 
wages. The government admits that the truce has work- 
ed. The strike wave also shows -that whether because o 
truce or not, the number of strike struggles did ‘go do^ 
for varioirs reasons. The year 1951 was a year of low^ 
mandays lost in strikes. In 1947 we had 16.5 million ^ 
ing dzys lost in strikes, in 1948, 7.8 million, in 1950, 1^ 
mQUon, in 1951 only three aaid half million. 
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The boorgeoisic itself admits that production in 1951 
had increased tremendouslj The general index of pro 
ductlon shows the following rise m some of the commodi 
ti« 
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on the upgrade, that the shortage of production was being 
overcome 

What relief did the consumers the public and the work 
ers get from this’ 

Hardly had production gone up than a crisis of 'over 
production developed When prices began to go down the 
bourgeoisie complained of losses and threatened to close 
down factories 

The Slump 

The government^ -which so long clamoured for produc 
tion, supply of goods and reduction in prices began to 
sanction heavy exports of cloth, sugar, iron ore, coal 
etc in order to curtail supplies to the home market and 
push up prices 

It stopped subsidies on food in the name of saving de 
ficils in the budget and attacked the livelihood of 50 
nulbon people in the cities and rationed areas, i.e mainly 
the working class and the middle class 

Thus the myth that shortages for the people can be 
ov ercome by industrial truce, more production by workers 
at less wages, has been bl>wn up 
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The attack of the slump on our economy has proved hb«' 
\ve are in the grip of the AngIo*American economy. It 
has proved how the people impoverished by landlordism 
and monopoly capital are unable to buy even at falling 
prices. It has proved how the landlord-bourgeois state 
run by the Congress Parly \ refuses to reduce the top 
heavy bureaucratic police structure of the state which is 
absorbing overilfty per cent of the taxes and- thereby im- 
poverishes the people and hampers trade and production. 

Once, before, the government blamed natural calamities 
for the Uls of the people. Now it blames the slump also as 
a natural calamity; ■ 

The slump is "neither natural nor unforeseen. Apart from 
being the inevitable outcome of landlord-bourgeois eco- 
norny, this slump has 'visible birthmarks" of Us Anglo* 
'American parenthood, with its nursery in the Indian eco- 
nomy and agency in the governmental mechinery.^ 

The slump began" as a' financial crisis in the export 
commodities the, stock-exchange inarket, in oils, jufr> 
leather, tea',' efr? '^^ese expbift' wmmodities were jurt 
'those which ‘the ' Anglo-Americans were piling for 
purposes.' Th"e Indian big'bourgeoisie and the government 
instead of building stable trade in these wmmodities in 
the stable market oE the people’s democracies boycott^ 
those markets and turned to the war markets. " 

■- 'The ’defeat of the Americans '-in -Korea curbed then 
'wild war-schemes. 'The financiahcrisis' of ’Britain and Ame- 
rica forced 'them td unload'hoarded goods and stop stodc- 
ipiling. -Inflation, ■'war-'boom,‘'high'prices and taxation had 
impoverished their home market. And the slump came- 
-Their crash hit the Indian economy, first in the export 
-market and next in all commodities. • . 

Such a crlsis'hits the colonial markets'far more quick" 
ly than the metropolitan, because the monopolies of the 
‘colonies are weaker oomparedto those of Anglo-Amerie®*^ 
•finance. The chronic pover^'of- the colonies Te\’eals th® 
crisis in all its severity... • -'-I- . ^ - 
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^Vhat solution can there he for the crisis? 

The bourgeoisie is trying to throvv the burden on pea 
santry by cutting do^vn the purchase price of raw materi 
als on the %\-orking class by wage cuts unemployment 
and rationalisation on the small traders and manufac- 
turers by refusing them credit and a protected home 
market The congress government is trying to sa\e the 
big monopolies bj giving them relief in export duties 
reducing taxes advancing loans and lending state funds 
for partnership in their ruined ventures thus saddling 
the people with the losses of the monopolists 
The peoples solution is quite dilTerent from this We 
must demand opening of trade with China Ih^ USSR and 
the peoples democracies who are ready to buy what we 
want to sell without dictating any terms and who are 
ready to 9uppl> us capital goods for industrialisation The 
international economic conference at Moscow has con 
\anced the genuine traders and manufacturers of the need 
for such trade ' * ' 

We must insist on ihc felritish supplying us capital goods 
in exchange for the loans they have approjirlated from 
us We must ask the Americans nit for loans but fo? 
supplies against batter of our sdrplus goods if they are 
so anxious to help us as* they iay 
We must refuse to produce m accordance with the re 
qmremenls of the warmongers * 

We must scale dowm the excise duties and sales tax that 
make the goods dearer for mlemal consumption of our 
people 

We must refuse to export goods primarily needed for 
our consumption such as cloth sugar etc. : 

We must reduce the expenditure on the state machine 
and drastically cut down taxes on consumer goods which 
are imposed to maintain that expensive machine 
Credit m the hands of monopoly speculators must be 
frozen and given to small and medium producers first. 
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The taxes on mono^ly profits must be progressively 
and steeply increased. 

The workers must be protected from wage-cuts and 
closure of factories. 

The peasantry must be given relief from rent and interest. 
These measures alone can mitigate the evil effects of 
the crisis on the people. 

The slump enables us to convince the people of the dis- 
astrous effect of linldng our economy to war-markets of 
the imperialists and thereby to strengthen the desire' for 
peace and freedom in the minds of the people. The 
enemies of peace on the contrary malce the people yearn 
for more war which is painted as a conveyor of boom, 
production and profits. People’s experience must be used 
to expose this vile lie of the profiteers who benefit by 
people's miseries and war. 

Bourgeois Analysis of the Stump ' 

The bourgeois propaganda about the causes of the slxuQp 
is designed to sidetrack the attention of the masses from 
the crisis of the imperialist system and its colonial allies. 
It' is designed to mislead tiie people into believing that 
crises and slumps are god-given natural calamities and 
punishment for sins, decreed by the unknowable. Such a 
view kills the initiative of the masses to struggle against 
the oppressors for bettering their condition. 

In order to counteract this propaganda, we must study 
the facts and put them before the people. We must show 
the origin of the slump and our misery in the imperialist, 
landlord-capitalist economy in which we are enmeshed. 
We must be able to show from facts and figures how the 
landlords and monopolists are responsible for it and ar® 
using it to enrich themselves at the expense of the masses.' 

Various sections of the bourgeoisie according to their 
own interests prescribe their own solution for the slump- 
Seeing that the slump hit the export markets in fut® 
and ' oil-seeds, the export houses howled ' for lowering of 
the export duties, to wbidi they ascribe the slump- The 
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strongest of them, Le the jute magnates, got their de- 
mand and their duty was reduced from Rs 1500 to Rs 275 

Jute Is owned by big landlords, British bankers and big 
Indian mlllowTiers It is an Item of war exports as also an 
item of peacetime economy When prices rose due to war 
in Korea, the government was in no hurry to raise the 
export duties and enabled the monopoly holders to mint 
millions Until the duty was raised But when the foreign 
market demanded a reduction the action was quick 

The next big bourgeoisie to gel relief was the cotton 
magnates They got relief on cloth exports and credit on 
American cotton imports. The sugar sj-ndicate was allow 
ed to export sugar, although only a few weeks before, 
a minister had solemnly asserted that it would not be 
allowed. 

The speculators wanting credit from banks and iin 
W’lUing to unload black money attributed the slump to 
tightening of credit and dearer money They wanted to 
hide the fact that they had been speculating on the dif 
ference between the bank rate here and the bank rate 
in England and that the government had only decided to 
share the superprofits of the war boom by raising the 
bank rate Dearer money was only a sjTnptom and not a 
cause of the slump 

The big manufacturers attributed the slump to high 
wages and cost of production alleging that that made the 
products dearer and hence unsalable If so. then the> 
should have welcomed the fall in prices and it should have 
led to sales But just the opposite happened. Even at fal 
ling prices sales would not go up Itie manufacturers be 
gan to curtail oroduction and close the factories m order 
to push up prices And above all, they demanded remo 
val of all controls 

A year back they all otlnbuled high prices and want 
of goods to underproduction Now they all attribute our 
ills to overproduction and fall in prices They ask for 
■tmdwprodwttvtm aga-m wA Vrigb pravets TV/is ♦lVa’j 
late m their own contradictions of capitalist economy 
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In rolalion>5 lo people’s needs there Is total under 
production Cut iKoso who are in need of goods are not 
allowed to labour and cam in order to buy and consume 
the goods Those who labour are not oHow'cd to retain the 
gams of their labour in order to be buyers of what is pro 
dueod Htnce we say that the solution lo our Ills is not 
this or that financial measure bul'eomplcte change in so 
cial relations, a change In the direction of people's demo 
cracy and people s economy from landlord bourgeois 
cconomj and its autocrac> 

MoUipiirpoiO Schemes <t Our Allitiide 

Taking advantage of the crisis ihe Am6rican mono 
poUsts have opened a fuliscale ofTonsivo to dig Into our 
economy and among our people Many political parlies 
groups and individuals Including many government 
ministries are aiding and abetting this conspiracy to en* 
slave our people to the Americans m addition to the 
slavery of the British ' ■* 

It IS propagated that the American loans for building 
the multipurpose schemes will help us lo Improve ogri 
culture and industrialise our country Some tradeunwn 
organisations (viz the Hind Mazdoor Sabha convention in 
Bombay) have even undertaken lo support the six year 
plan of government, le to support the attack on living 
standards of workers already openly announced by these 
plans In View of this it is necessary for us to be clear In 
our attitude to this question f ' 

Our attitude to these schemes and plans is not determine 
ed by the fact that they are being done on loans from 
Engalnd and America We have already shown above how 
the plans are being built on the basis of starvation of the 
ptftfpvtf* Aud AW’ivr.bccifvor rif Abe Auvb Ahsw Atuf xs the 

fact that a large part of the plans is sheer robbery of the 
state funds by those m diarge m league with the forsigf^ 
monopoly financiers This robbery predetermines the 
failure of these schemes and plans and in the end bank 
ruptcy of the stale 
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Rfporti of the Smdhrl factory, the lllrakud dam. the 
Damodar \ alley project show that the original costs ore 
doubled or IrcbM once the schemes are launched The 
suppliers seeing that gotcnimcnt treasury is committed 
raise prices, charge huge commissions, nepotism becomes 
rampant and cten what w supplied in tools and machines 
turns out to bo mere sersp TTie Sindhn factor}* svas csti* 
mated to cost 10 crure It cost 21 and yet it is not ful 
hllmg pro<lucllon targets 

The utirking of Damodar Valley Corporation during 
the last two and a half jfars has been criticised in par 
JIament Criticisms based on the auditors reports show 
that ' (a) the estimate has been enormously exceeded 
fb) h<av} expenditure was incurred cN-en before the ap 
polntmcnl of a suitable chief engineer and before the 
rules and regulations were drown up, (c> wostage and 
overhead costs have been too cxcessii'c. (d) contracts were 
given b} negotiation without competitive tenders being 
invlti'd and Uicrc was no approved schedule of rates for 
the execution of works at the various work sites, and 
(i) some of the projects might prove uneconomical ond 
might have to be dropped' 

"The auditor's report mentions two other instances 
which reflects no credit on the corporation One relates 
to the loss through deterioration of a large quantity of 
cement estimated to cost about Rs 3 lakh, the other is in 
connection wnlh the scheme to transfer the corporations 
headquarters from Calcutta to Ranchi On the latter, 
more than Rs 7 lakh were spent on preliminary arrange 
mrnls alone Subsequently, however, it was decided to 
abandon this proposal ' (from a pamphlet by the Em 
ployers' Association) 

ITie story of the other projects is no better and those 
projects are estimated to burden us with over five hun 
drod erores of rupees' debt 

The American penetration in joint partnership with the 
British on the oil refinery projects the Japanese pene 
tratlon which again is partly American m the iron bre 
mines m Goa and export of our pig iron to Japan the 
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various community projects built up as centres of Ame- 
ricanism and Holly^vood gangster culture should telJ us 
that it is not a healthy growth that will result from gov- 
ernment policies but just mortgaging of our economy to 
foreign imperialist exploitation. 

It is futile to expect that the incoming famines and crisis 
of production are going to be overcome by such measures. 
At best their manifestations may be mitigated, zigzagged 
and a little delayed but never averted. 

In order to meet the threat to our people, to the inde- 
pendence of the country, the working class has to come 
forward to defend the people’s interests. We must reject 
all attempts to saddle the people with the burdens of the 
six-year plan to enrich the monopolists. We will put for* 
ward our platform of reconstructing the economy of our 
country. We will not accept rise in prices, fall in wages 
or bonus and wage-freeze In the name of fighting inflation. 
We will not allow our rights to be curtailed to demand 
Improvements in our standard of living. We Nvill formu- 
late our charter of demands for the people and for the 
working class and fight for It. We are threatened with 
famine, crash of our economy and further impoverish- 
ment of the people. Our trade unions must mobilise to 
meet the crisis, to save the gains that the working class, 
the' people have fought for and won, to go further. . 


2. On tub. Advance or our Working Class and the 

lOEOLOOlCAL-OROANlSATIONAL OFFENSIVE OF THE BOURGEOISIE 

In 1952 today, it is hundred years since the first fac- 
tories began to work in India and the new working class 
was bom. 

How far has it advanced in these hundred years? 

In the early days the peasant, forced out of his land and 
village, ruined by landlords and moneylenders, with his 
handicrafts forcibly destroyed by the British .government 
and later by competition, resisted with uprisings, with 
guns in hand led by peasant partisan heroes; but he was 
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beaten He flocked to the new towns On the «ea coast, 
Bombay Madras Calcutta etc where the BnUsh and 
their Indian agents found suitable conditions to build 
factories 

Jungle Loh Unlimited It orAin; Oay, 

Child Labour, Sn Rest 

From 1852 on to 1880 the working class in these fac 
lories was exploited most inhuman!> and without pity 
Arrogant Britishers pious hmdus religious moslcms all 
combined irrcspeclhe of their religion nationality, 
language or countrj m bleeding men women and children 
In these slaughterhouses of capital There was neither law 
nor moral scruple to protect these millions dazed by the 
new order the new machines the new unheard of wajs 
of work and new masters from the cruelties of capital m 
its birth on Indian soil m a country conquered by a 
foreign imperialism and ra\agcd by its own landlords and 
monied traitors 

In those da>s it was Jungle law that prevailed There 
was no limit on hours of work. Men women and children 
were herded In the dens of capital to work from 12 36 
18 and even 23 hours per day There was no Sunday no 
holidaj, no starting and closing lime Children of five and 
six >ears of age worked full time as "the growmups And 
when they died or were maimed In the machines there 
was no value for their life or limb 
^\'ho then brought capital to its senses and secured 
some law some decency m the life of the worker and his 
exploitation? The whole history of workingclass struggles 
the world o%*er shows that the bourgeoisie never yielded 
any reform, any wage increases or improvement to the 
workers without the workers waging determined struggles 
The Indian bourgeoisie is no exception to the general 
characteristic of that class as such 
The protests of the working class in the early days were 
w/i d'4. vaI lak* to mv sJxiJbi atcugsbi \Vtvew the 
cheap child labour of the Indian factories run by the 
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British and the Indian dwncrs, competed 'seriously v-ilh 
the cotton textiles of Lancashire; Ihe 'British ov.'ners-in 
England demanded that the India go\‘cmment prevent 
excessive exploitation of the Indian worker. The demand 
was not motivated by any pity for the women and child- 
ren. It was a demand arising out of the needs 'of-’BritisH 
capital to prevent undercutting of Its price' of production’ 
by the cheap labour. of Indian children by capital. in India. 
ITie first factory coh^’issions to' enquire 'into' conditions 
of . labour were thus bom .‘out of the quarrel, among the 
thieves. The commissions recommended Sunday, holiday,, 
and limit upon the age of children .'ancl^’night work by- 
women. By 1890 Sunday holiday came' intp existence arid 
child labour below.9 years'. was prohibiied/ ' , ,, ‘.'-. 

But that was only.fnrlhe letter. Sunday .holiday, nw# 
nullified by calling .worke^ to clean machinery on that 
day; child labour continued, as before, with the/ichang® 
that every working' child was 'given .the certificate , of be- 
ing of the required age. There was yet no ilegal^llmit to 
hours of work. , ^ 

Indian .industrialists *, say, . that they had to, struggle 
against the British competitioit.jo survive. But, that strug-. 
gle they conducted by ,means^ of , children’s labour,, un-, 
limited working-day, o£.fmen,and women and wholesale 
robbery of the earned wages, of lakhs of workers. 
their heroism. and, money but robbery, of our toil, and o’ur 
suffering that built them -up. This they don’t sav. , , 

The Fight for the Shorter Working Day ‘ 

Follo^ving the 'crisis of 1905-7 and the f political up- 
heavals in which 'the working class began to take inter-’ 
est as shown in the political strike of 1907 in Bombay, the 
government of India appointed a commission and in 191 i 
limited the working day .to II hours. • 

But all such limitations remained ineffective because, 
in the absence of an organised and conscious .working 
class,' the bourgeoisie would never give up its jungle-IaW 
and club-rule. ‘ > 
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The first world war and the Russian revolution brought 
the first wave of class consciousness and strike struggles 
to the Indian factory worker in the big cities and tovras 
The fight for higher wages dearness j allowance bonus 
and shorter hours of work began to figure in the demands 
of the workers from 1817 onwards. In 1920 the workers 
of Bombay on their own demanded 10 hour day and 
threatened to strike 37ie government and the employers 
acceded to 10 hour day m 1920 and the law was enacted 
in 1922 It was in this period that the tradeunion move 
ment arose gathered strength and became a mighty wea 
pon of the workmg class to achieve its demands 

Since 1918 when the workers began their struggles not 
only on individual factory ^ale but ^ndust^y pnd area 
wise against the employers what have been the gams of 
the workmg class and how did they achieye them’ 

To the workmg class today 18 hours work would 
look a horror A child of 7 years to stand by the machine 
for 18 hours would bring today a whole ‘(actory on strike 
"Workers today strike for Weefes agamst^the arbitrary dis 
missal of even a single workeh^^*^ey know the time by 
the clock and come and leave by it They demand and 
Svill have their pay withm 7 'days of the montli end And 
above all the greatest 'thing is that they hbve the 8 hour 
day — their biggest achievement The figh{ for the normal 
workmg day is the beginning if the liberation struggle of 
the workmg class 

The strike Struggles of 1920 brought 'the lo hbur day 
The struggles of 1930 34 gave Us the 0 hour day and the 
postwar upheivab made the congress government give 
effect to the 8 hour day in 1946 1 ' 

One hundred years ago out of 24 hourfe the worker had 
not even 6 hours Of his own All his time Uas labour time 
to produce profits for the bourgeoisie Now 8 hours are 
labour and 16 hours his o%vn \ j 

h , I l f 

The Fight for Living jVage 

Along With the fight for the normal workmg day the 
workers had to fight for a living wage That fight is not 


142 


Documenls of 'the Ilbtory of the CPl 


yet won, but the TU movement today is on the way to it. 
Until the first world war, the movement for higher wages 
had not taken an organised form. The bourgeoisie till 
then refused to accept that the worker had a family and 
not only himself.. To the bourgeoisie, each-member of the 
worker’s family was merely a 'hand’ to.be put to use 'at 
his machine, whether it be of the woman or ■ the child. - 

It is during the twenties that the movement for higher 
wages and bonus payments arose with a force and some 
gains were made. But living ^vage as such till today remains 
to be achieved.' . . . 

The anarchy ‘of wages in the ’same industry and same 
place was first beaten down by the workers’ struggles for 
the standard ^vage in any industry. The fight for the 
standard wage was a fight for ' a uniform wage and ell* 
minatioh of competition among the workers themselves. 
It was a fight to build their industrial and class solidarity. 

' This fight even helped the bourgeoisie to restore order 
in its cost-structure and thus provided capital also tvith 
uniform conditions. of exploitation in relation to .one 
another in the matter 'of the purchase of labour-power. 

The fight for the. standard wage remained essentially a 
matter located to particular industries and areas. Stan- 
dard w'age had been proposed by the bourgeoisie in Bom- 
bay mills, in 1897, but strike of 1928 demanded and won 
it. 

• ,The standard wage led to questions of minimum wage, 
and the living wage. In a number of places and industries, 
the minimum for a job was obtained as in Bombay tex- 
tiles. Even the principle that the wage of the vrorker must 
be based upon the admission that it is hisnwage as ‘the 
earner of a family, that ft must be a family wage and not 
individual wage was being gradually recognised. 

The principal gains in this matter came as a result of 
the struggles in the period of the second world war. 

That there should be a minimum sum of money below 
which no one should be paid for his day’s labour and 
that that minimum should be valid for the whole country 
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—this principle was forced on the government and the 
bourgeoisie through persistent struggles The admission 
of this principle ultimately came through the central 
pay commission of the government of India As the largest 
emplojer of labour on the railwajs and salaned em 
ployees, it admitted Rs 30 as the minimum to be paid on 
a national scale to every employee in its service This set 
the standard for all private employers also All unskilled 
workers demanded a relative grading up of their wages 
The central pay commission had been appointed only for 
government and railway employees But by an irony 
of history, not visualised by the government or the hour 
geoisie, it became m a way the central »propagandist of 
the workingclass demand on a national scale for a 
national mmtmtim. It Sanctioned and sanctified the prmci 
pie of a national minimum 

The thirty rupee rmnunum certainly was not a mmi* 
mum fiving wage/ But the struggle for the living wage 
was being disrupted by the disunity of the TU movement 
and the shrew'd manoeuvres of the bourgeoisie Instead of 
the living wage, the congress government passed the fake 
legislation of the minimum w*age act prescribing mmi 
mum wages m sweated industries That is 'only a mano* 
euvre on the interest of the big bourgeois monopolists to 
help them against the small, though it is done m the 
name of the workers The minimum wage law m no way 
gives us the living wage, i.e the wage that would permit 
a worker to live a civilised decent life with his wife and 
children ^ 

In the early days even the earned wages were mulcted b/ 
way of fines arbitrary deductions and confiscations The 
passmg of the pajinent of wages act m 1936 reduced the 
robbery of workers’ earnings by limiting fines to not more 
than 3 per cent of the earnings and compelled the bour- 
geoisie to pay the workers’ dues withm seven days of their 
falling due at the end of the month Till then the employers 
used to keep two months’ wages on hand thus forcing the 
working class to give the bourgeoisie free credit of two 
months’ labour, and allowing them to trade on these vast 
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advances free-of interest, while the workers, had to enter 
into debts for food, rent and other necessities.'That was one 
more blow to curb the robbers. ' - 

The right for Social Insurance 

A normal working day and a fiving wage are incomplete 
without, social security, i.e. social insurance' against old 
age, 'sickness, accident, unemployment arid maternity leave. 

. These questions were not raised in a general forrh in, the 
early days of the TU movement. In’^the period after the 
first world., war, demand was made and the, law. was passed 
providing., for, compensation against injury, and' aeddehts. 
That was surely an achievement, , as, the worker's life and 
limb got.a value to be paid,’for.by 'the employer, not only 
when it produced profits for him, but.als’o whe‘n-.i( was lo.>t 
by, the, worker .in the service of the employer, '"By, that |law 
the worker, came .tp be, recognised ^as. a human being 'and 
ceased to be -valued, merely ^ as'. , a piece of machine. In 
fact machines , were, better looked after’ than ,men.'‘’_ ,,, 

The bourgeoisie, .however, refused to accept responsibility 
for sickness, .'j unemployment and old , age. , To, 'accept that 
the employer, must pay for. the maintenance of the. worker 
when he is sick pr old, unemployed or when a wo'man. wor-, 
ker goes, to, hospital, for,inotherhood was to accept ^funda^ 
mentally. now principles of ,workingclass life and social or- 
ganisation, U-was, .to accept, the fact, when the workers had 
ceased to produce due to old age, sickness, unemployment 
or maternity they had a claim on social wealth or the part 
of it held by .the bourgeoisie, to maintain them, that when 
they were in production, ..they had produced so’ much sur- 
plusiand 'contributed so.mucb to the.social fund and bour- 
geois property as to entitle - them, to claim maintenance 
even when they ceased to produce and that every producer; 
of>v/ealth, every unit of Jabour^power today was so pro- 
ductive as to - claim such maintenance. ' , , 

Tho bourgeoisie’ naturally resisted with all its might the 
admission 'of such principles, But-outside India, ;the work^ 
ing class 'in Europe had already fought these battles and 
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forced bourgeois society to accept the principles of the po 
litical economy of the working class Social security legis 
lation was forced on the bourgeois state by the working 
class The stand of the bourgeoisie that the worker pro 
duced as much as he was paid m wages and that his rela 
ticns with the product and its owner, the bourgeoisie 
ceased as soon as he had ceased to produce was smashed 
by the workmgclass movement m Europe long ago Thus 
when the urorkers m India raised the question of lea%e 
uith paj, Le the right to rest at the expense of the 
bourgeoisie and social insurance bourgeois resistance 
did not take its stand on the basis of principle but on the 
capacity of the mdustry to bear the costs 
The fight for social insurance is an uphill one Compen 
ration for accident and injury was established by the 1923 
act But they would not agree to pay wages during sick 
ness or unemployment Partial compensation lor in>o!vua 
tzx} unemployment arose durmg the seCond world war m 
the Jute industry because the jute millowTiers were afraid 
of losing their labour force during stoppages, as the war 
afforded alternative employments and at better wages than 
in the jute mdustry Thus for the first tune unemployment 
of a type came to be partly paid for Maternity benefits 
became general during the war m order to attract female 
labour when male labour ran short or when the employers 
did net want to pay men s full rates for the job to women. 
Leave uith pay systems existed iri^some undertakings for 
office workers but it had not been applied to factory work 
ers Annual holidays with pay were introduced at the 
end of the war m some industries Sickness insurance was 
discussed in 1944 The employees state insurance act to 
provide msurance against sickness accident and maternitj 
and the provident fund act to cover old age and retirement 
have been passed but are not yet effective due to the sabo 
tage of the employers and the government 
The bourgeoisie refuses to agree to these measures And 
where it agrees th^ greatest shortcommg of these measures 
IS that they are applied only to a few industries and the 
workers are made to -contribute a part of their wages to 
D— 10 
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these insurance funds, on which the employers’ contribu- 
tion is made conditional. The insurance, is hedged in with 
so many conditions. and bureaucratic obstruction that their 
full value ceases to reach the needy; workers. . !, ' 

The Right to Form Trade Unions ' ” - . • • 

Another achievement of great value that requires to bs 
recorded ^ the right of TU organisation- Hie right of the 
workers to form trade unions and conduct strike .struggles 
was challenged by, the British and Indian bourgeoisie aided 
by its law courts in the days of the first w’orld war in the 
Madras case. But soon .the wrave of. strike struggles 
the, rise of trade unions silenced the government and the 
employers, who then considered it admable to pass the .TU 
act of 1926 and thus legalise' the organisatioatof TUs 
the str&e struggles. , _ ' 

Thus In hundred years we advanced fromia state 
jungle law to some order in the world of • exploiters. 
ihave secured the acceptance of certain principles and lat'’* 
.embodying them, though their . effective observance de- 
rpends on the strength of the working class. We have s«* 
^cured:' 

. . 1 . 

2 . 

. 3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

, ■ . 8 - 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12. 

13. 

14. 

... 15. 


8 hour day. 

Sunday rest. 

Interval rest for meals. ^ , , 

, Prohibition of child labour. 

Compensation for accident. 

Maternity benefits and leave. 

Leave with pay. 

Timely payment of wages. 

Limit on fines and robbery of earned wages. . 
Provident fund act. 

State insurance act. 

The minimum wage limit. t : 

Right to bonus. . 

Wages linked to prices or cost of livingr,^ . . . ■ ^ 
Compensation.for involuntary unemployment . 
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This short revjev/ of the prinapal achievements; of the 
working class will show us how we have fared smee the hew 
industrial worker was bom in Indian society how from a 
hunted animal, beaten flogged and forced to work m 
mines plantations and mills with his wife and children 
young and old m the grinding wheels of rapacious capita 
lJ 5 >m aided by the British bayonets and the moral bleatings 
of the Indian bourgeoisie he has come to be a man stand 
mg up in defence of his rights as man and worker as the 
builde- and pillar of our society To know this should gne 
bim confidence in his strength, his struggles and his victo 
nes What lessons for the future does he give us and 
what now are the tasks before him? 

From the review of the struggles and achievements of 
the w’orkingelassjand TU movement certam lessons stand 
out which the working class must note m itJ further 
march These lessons may be roughly outlined as follows 
The first thing to be noted is that all these gams of the 
workers came as a result of struggles and sacrifices Ther« 
were strikes f m which thousands and lakhs participated 
hundreds were killed and sent to prisons before the hour 
geoisie yielded Not without funous class struggle was 
anything gained 

Second thing to be noted is that It is not Only the foreign 
Bntis 1 government that opposed these rights being given. 
The British and the Indian big bourgeoisie jomed hand^ 
m fightmg the working class and its demands for Jietter 
livmg and working conditions ^ 

The third thing to be noted is tha^ not imtil the workers 
began to umte and struggle as a class irrespective of fheir 
caste or communal divisions did they become effective 
The fourth thmg is that not until the workers entered 
mto the political battles against the ruling class and were 
Jed by political parties guided by the class outlook and 
philosophy of the workmg dass did they make any sub 
stantial gams ) f 

The hWh xs wrilval iha 

working dass and their trade unions were led i>y com 
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mudists^and their friendsj'lt'xs only when’tHe'rommunisls 
and noncommunists /ormed’a united /ront'and maintained 
the unity of the working class' and *Jie’trade unions irres* 
.pcctive.of their political difTcrehcet that’ onslaughts of the 
bourgeoisie could be defeated and effc-jtire gains made. 

• The sixth is that wth the mcreasihg' • violence’ of the 
ruling class against the workers, the nc^ of combining the 
\vorkers’ struggle with that of the peasantry and other 
working people has'becomc apparent and where such alii- 
anco comes about the disruption of the" struggles of the 
workers and also that of the peasants is becoming difflcul'' 
for the enemies of the working class. ■ ' 

The seventh thing to be noted is that the struggles of 
.the .workers in India have always been helped by the class- 
conscious workers of other countries, that the international 
solidarity of the working class., of the world has always 
been’a factor in the success we have achieved. It is only 
.since the Russian revoUition and now the Chlnese.tbat the 
arrogant bourgeoisie has been brought to respect.the rights 
of , the. workers, despite the ferocious hatred it bears to- 
.wards them.-, . . - 

/, That, in short, is what the history .of the hundred yea^ 
of development of the workingclass movement in India 
teaches us.., Every, phase, of our struggles illustrates for ua 
one or, the other of the above seven lessons. We must 
fully’ study, how these conclusions arise and what they 
.mean for us today. ' _ ’ . 

The bourgeoisie and its agents in the .working class are 
organising, a powerful ideological offensive against -the 
organised Working class. The aim of the offensive is to era- 
"dicate the above seven lessons from the minds of the'work- 
ing class and the ronsdousness that its gains’ have been 
’made because ft fought struggles, which alone' bring 
those lessons.- •; t j • - 

--'’The organised TIT movement is faced with' ^e ’iirgeflt 
problem of the ideological buildisg up of the working 
which we have to take-in hand immediately. -'’^” -- ^ ' 
’challenging us ideologically, the bourgeoisie ris buildioS 
■up rival TU -organisations, - and disrupting- --workingclass 
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unlly In order that we maj not be able to ad>ancc further 
in winning better working and lUing conditions and achi 
CMng peoples democracy 

With a working class ideologicallj lied to the bourgeois e 
through the Congress and the reactionary nghtw-ing soaal 
Ists and organtsalionally divided the landlord bourgeois 
government hopes to pass the burden of the crisis on to 
the backs of the toiling masses and thereby save the ex 
ploiling monopolists and their rule 

Ills therefore necessary to understand our TU move 
ment In the past and organise U in the future in the light 
of the above lessons 


3 I'lLvtr Umovs rouriCAi. I’Aaiiu a.vd Ustn 

The mass tradcunion movement in India is mainly the 
creation of the Communist Party It is the communist pio 
neers who first brought the class outlook to the trade 
unions It is they who first united the workers irrcspec 
live of caste and communal divisions irrespective of poh 
tical creeds It is they who first bmlt the biggest trade 
un ons in India brought the outlook of international soli 
danty of the working class into the trade unions The 
union as the Instrument of militant struggles of the work 
ing class and of collective bargaining run by the workers 
OW71 leadership came into the field through their work 
The British imperialists and their Indian partners tried 
their best to slop this growth But they failed 

OffensitelAgalnst the Working Class ^ 

S ncc 1947 the Indian monopolists led by the National 
Congress have launched the most determined offensive 
against the working class organising itself with the outlook 
a£ Us own class The offensive took the form of dividing 
and d srupting the A1T17C nat onally and internationally 
•or directing the workers under the mfluence of Anglo 
American leadership ot preaching class coUa^ratiorv and 
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suppressing^ the strike 'struggles either by laws of compul* 
sory arbitration or by direct state’ forco/ "" ' 

In this the big bourgeois monopolists are aided by the 
rightwing socialists. In recent days, the hand^o/'the Ame- 
rican Federation of Labour, the' America CIO, the Brittih 
TUC, Yugoslav 'agencies in guiding, financing and staffing 
the socialist leadership and the INTUC is, directly and 
openly visible. Their main burden of .attack' is. that the 
Communist Parly has never . built the TU movement as 
such,’ that it has always used the TU for Us party politics, 
that interriationally it puts the TUs at the seindee of Russia. 
Hence they have to build a separate TU moverhent, 

11 is necessary that this Anglo-American offensive aided 
by the congress government, the INTUC and the right 
socialists' is fought energetically, and the working class ap- 
prised of the role of the CP and . other political parlies in 
the TO^moyement.. ' . ’ . . t 

Communist Pioneers ~ > 

. There were no communists-in India before 1921-and so- 
cialists in India before 1934, whether in group or party 
form.' There-were no trade unions in India before 1918 and 
no central organisation. The AITUC ^^as founded in Octo- 
ber 1920 not in order to coordinate TU activity bUt mainly 
in order to elect- Workers’ representatives’ to the ILO 
which was founded in 1919. But once founded the AITUC 
tended to • become the central mouthpiece of > the trade 
xmions. ' • . - , 

It was the communist group in Bombay that brought the 
'labour problem' before the National Congress. Prom 1321 
to 1924 the Bombay Pro\'isional Congress, the, biggest, con- 
gr^s' unit in those days, and the AICC were' ‘constantly 
being moved to establish comsiiftees to organise the wont- 
ing cl^- Committees were established and funds allotted 
but never to work in the working class. The national bour- 
geoisie did not consider it seriously. ' They considered 
safer not to encourage the worker to become ’ organised, 
ather in TUs or in' political parties. 
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'Prirtdpie*’ oj .Majoor Wahajon 

Not that the bourgeois leadership had no ideas as to 
nhat the TUs should be if they did come up 
U*hcn the Ahmedabad v.wkers struck for wages Ma 
hatma Gandhi took the lead and established the Majoor 
Mahajan the union which for all these >ears since 1920 is 
being hailed as the model of tradeiinlonism. %Miy is it a 
'model 7 Some facts dro worth noting In this respect 
The Majoor Mahajan's subscriptions from the workers 
w-ere reali«ed for it b> the mtllowmers at the pay counter 
This practice continued till 1936 
The Ahmedabad ^^llIow'ncrs Association made donations 
to this 'union’, to help its 'social work’ 

The Majoor Mahajan preached that the capitalists were 
their trustees as thej were more clever and the workers 
Ignorant The capitalists were necessary for soaety Cap 
>tal and labour were two whoeb of the social chariot, on 
which life mc\ed 

Hence it decided to solve all disputes by arbitration and 
not by strikes It is recorded m the Mahajan s proceedings 
that one dispute had been pending m arbitration for 17 
J'ears r 

The Mahajan never affiliated to or formed any central 
all India body of trade unions Even when Lajpat Bai and 
C R Das were presidents of the AITUC in 1920 22 or 
Nehru and Subhas Bose were presidents in 1929 30 the 
Mahajan declined to join the AITUC 
It was their principle that the workers should not look 
beyond their factory or their town 
The Mahajan was organised on a craft basi$ It was theirj 
principle that the workers should not unite even on the 
basis of an industry as a whole To unite on an all India 
scale was dangerous 

Naturally the Mahajan never Joined any international 
organisation To combuie intemaUonaUy was still more 
dangerous 1 J t ^ 
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The Mahajan would not partlcipate-in political actions, 
or conflict with any government, not even the British. 

Such were the 'model' prindples oh which the Majoor 
Mahajan was built. 

rorTTjation of INTUC 

Anyone now looking into the 'principles’ on w’hich the 
INTUC is run will be struck to find that on these essential 
matters, the INTUC has changed its Mahajan line. 

The INTUC by its very formation now wants a national 
central body of trade unions. It now sits in the Anglo- 
American international, the ICFTU. It does not .oppose 
forming unions on industrial basis. It puts its unions at 
the serx’ice of a political party and politics, i.e. of the Na- 
tibnal Congress. 

■ Thus ’ gandhiun tradeunionlsm has thrown overboard 
certain of its 'principles’. Why have they done so? They 
have ‘dene it because the v/brking class refused to accept 
their line of division and disruption. Hence the bourgeo- 
isie advises'the IN'TOC to accept the workers' outlook on 
these 'matters, in order' to disrupt it effectively. It is the 
communists’ who adhered to and' effectively brought the 
questions of national central organisation, of international 
solidarity;' of political outlook to the workers. The others 
now accept it— kinly to. use' it against the working class. 

■ As stated above the communists tried their best to per- 
suade' the' National Congress to organise the working class. 
But they failed. From'1921 to 1930 the national bour- 
geoisie' underestimated the role of the TUs. 

Communists Build Mass TUs 
The pioneer communist groups of 1920-28 led determined 
strike-struggles against wage-cuts and rationalisation, won 
big victories and built big mass trade unions.' All these 
unions were in the AITUC. None of them preached class- 
c 611 abofation.•'‘■They fearlessly championed, the demands 
of political freedom. They joined in international -solida- 
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ril 3 Thej v.cre industrial unions Th(*> nere bringing 
fpniard wcrkingclass leadership 

In the strikes of 1*)23 21 the communists came forwarJ 
with the slogan of working class as the creator of s'alues 
with slogans of socialist outlook. In 1927 they brought the 
question of international solidant) through the defence of 
the Sacco-Vanzctli ease in which these two innocent 
workers were hanged by American imperialists on faked 
charges. 

The great Jlay Day celebrations were begun In India !n 
102“* by the communist pioneers who made it a mightj 
movement during the strikes struggles of 1925 29 

On International Affiliation 

But the communists did not raise the question of inter 
national afhiiation on their cwvn m the AITUC. They did 
not think the movement was ripe for suci an advanced 
step Moreover they were sure the other groups espea 
all> tho group of N &L Joshi V V Ciri, would not agree to 
afhl ation with the Red International of Labour Unions 
(RILU) the international of the militant working class 
The Joshi Giri group was with the British TUC and 
the International Federation of TVado Unions ^IFTUl 
The IFTU had deserted the struggles of the working 
cla s and Opposed the struggles of the colonial people 
for freedom Hence we did not support the IFTU. neither 
did we move for affiliation with RILU 

^Vho forced the question on us first? It was the British 
TUC and the Joshi Gin group ITie British TUC sent Pur 
cell and Ilalsvvorlh two labour reactionaries to India at 
the AITUC session in Kanpur m 1927 in order to secure 
the AITUC affiliation to the IFTU because the Chinese 
movement had gone and affiliated to the RILU On a world 
scale the bourgeoisie had launched "sn offensive throug v 
the IFTU to divide and capture the working class for its 
schemes of w'armongerlng and suppression of the libera 
tlon struggles of the colonial people The same game is 
being repeated now by the ICFTO ^ 
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' The IFTU move 'was defeated hy U5 at Kanpur and 
the Delhi executive moeling of the AITUC in 1928. We 
then proposed a countcnnove lo-afHliate with the BILU. 
As a result,' the Joshi-Giri group with ‘the consent of the 
others dropped the question of afTiUation with the IFTU 
and we dropped our proposal ^ ’ - 
' What was the role of the congress leadership in these 
moves? It may be noted here that C. F» Andrews and Lala 
Lajpat Rai who represented congress ideology at these 
meetings and in the -AITUC encouraged the IFTU and the 
British TUC though on national questions they expressed 
anti -British sentiments.' . 

Another question of international solidarity that arose 
in this period was that of expressing .friendship with the 
Soviet Union and China. The communists frankly told the 
working class that the Soviet Union was a country of the 
working class and as such a friend to be defehcfed. Th® 
question ‘of the Chinese revolution came when the British 
gxmboats attacked Shanghai, Hongkong and Canton work- 
ers^ strikes irid' the revolution. We openly told the work- 
ers to suport the worldwide "Hands off China" mov-ement 
of that period.' ‘ ■ 

' But while doing this on the platform of the party, we 
did not pose ',the questions as an issue on the TUC plat- 
form, if the others would not agree. We never wanted to 
divide the AITUC on political questions. But we also re- 
fused to keep'the workhig class and TUC aloof from poliu* 
cal questions as such., 

Thus we built the TU movement in India from' 1922 
onwards. 

Socialists Entcr^TUs . -j- 

The socialists came in 1934. But they were not yst hi 
the TU movement. They entered it in company with the 
royists in 3936.‘ For wb’at? Mainly in order to guide the 
working class into the fold of the National Congress. The 
socialists were ‘congress .socialists* theni!- ' '' 

The tremendous growtli-of the TU ’ movement 'and the 
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leadership of the tommunUts therein had frightened both 
the big bourgeoisie and the British government. The Bri 
tish had attacked us in H24 and 1029 bj launching th-' 
Kanpur and Meerut conspiracy cases and wholesale arrests 
of tradeimion workers But the attack had failed to dis 
lodge us. f 

The national congress leadership refused to support any 
struggle of the tvorkers Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel had re 
fused our offer to send 10 000 volunteers to the Bardoh pea 
sant satyagraha In 1928 from the textile strikers of Bom 
bay Mahatma Gandhi refused to allow the AhmedabaJ 
workers tojgive any relitf to the Bombay workers, who 
were cn strike for six months 
In 1037 the eommunists entered the stronghold of th« 
Majoor Mahajan in Ahmedabad and brought about a ge* 
neral strike of 38 mills Sardar Pate} was surpnsed b» 
cause the strike took place despite his ban That set the 
bourgeoisie thinking Uith the first share of power m 
the ministries of 1037 the national bourgeoisie organised 
a determined offensive through their Hind Mazdoor Seva 
Sangh to capture the working class throughout India ,and 
suppress the militant TU movement 
The socialist leadership along ivith the rojists controlled 
the AITUC But (hey would not organise the workers 
against the offensive of the bourgeoisie and the Congress 
We bore the brunt Rajagopalachan and Munshi and Pant 
and all thnatened us Bajap even made a statement that 
he carried a pistol m his h^nd against us if vve dared to fght 
We did not flinch. We have not become Rayajis enemy 
No 1 only today We became so since-vve conducted the 
strikes of workers against the Harveys of Madura and 
Chetliars of Coimbatore despite Bajajis threats in his first 
honeymoon days of ministry and power 

Thai was how the big congress bosses and the^sociallst 
leaders behaved at the first taste of power 
Tn those days the TU movement spread far and wide bt- 
came all India one Former backwrard areas came swiftly 

In 1947 with the mass backing that the Congress and 
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socialists had secured during 1942, .they tried .to capture 
the AITUC.and TU movement through it.., The Hjnd'Ma> 
door Seva Sangh of Sardar Patel allotted a lakh of rupees 
to enrol bogus rnembership of .unions inside: the AITUC 
run by congressmen and right socialists. • . • - 
They tried their best to capture the AITUC at the Cal' 
cutta session in February 1947-' . They measured their 
strength by proposing 'a resolution to support' the bills, 
brought fonvard by congress ministries which: bahned 
strike and imposed compulsory conciliation. I The .resolu- 
tions were defeated by overwhelming majority; I 
. Scon after. Sardar Patel. established the INTUC 
1947. The Sardar was not ready to give the socialists their 
price. The socialists soon followed the Congress and split 
away trom the, AiTVC and started- ther Hin'd ' Mazdoor 
Sabha.- ' • ' 

Gandhlan leadership had so far not worked an all-India 
central body for the working class. Nou- they had it—in 
order to support the'antlworkingclass bourgeois state. 

Who Split the AITUC and Why? , / , • 

; In 1950, though the INTUC and the socialist HMS claim- 
ed to differ with each other, they agreed to join hands in 
affiliation with ICFTU, the Anglo-American international 
splitaway from the WFTU. 

Both the Congress and the socialists accuse the commu- 
nists of having caused splits in the AITUC, of using 
for party ^litics, of joining with foreign countries, like 
Sovet Union and China. What do, the above facts show? ; 

The communists . in the AITUC never commited ithe 
AITUC to any political resolution on the question of the 
war, about which so much is said. The commxinists, never 
pitched the AITUC and TUs in the elections -behind their 
party candidates. , i i ' 

The first split in the AITUC in 1929 was caused.by-th® 
Jcshi-Giri-Chamanlal group because they wanted ■ woP®' 
ration with the royal commission . on Jabourj which ,th® 
AITUC had "tlisapproved.,. Even Nehru who_was the.pr®^*' 
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dcnl ol thtf AITUC then had to admit it and cntlcisc the 
tactics emplovcd by these gcnllemea ‘ 

In 1047 it >^as the congressmen and socialists who start 
cd new ru al organisations »nd split from the AITUC 
The communists never forced onj political afilUatbn on 
the elections The Bengal IKTUC split on this issue from 
the central body 

The IIMS unions rallied behind the Socialist Party whicli 
epeni} wants afTiUatlon of trade unions to the Sociali:>t 
Fnrlj on the model of the British where theJ TUC unions 
are affiliatctl to th" Labour Party and paj* icv-j for part} 
funds. 

U Is onl} the communists who do not want the union to 
afTiliatc to an> part} They did not want the unions to Im" 
up behind any party Onl> If the ovenvhelitung workers 
of a union demanded, the unions in some casM joined de 
mocratic fronts, formed from several progressive parties 
and groups j'' , 

Anglo-US TVt Quit WFTV " 

Internationally also the British and the American TUs 
who had first Joined in the World Federation of Trade 
Unions (WTTU) wonted to commit the WTTU to accept the 
Marshal! plan which was a plan of the American govern 
ment to enslave the European countries. The TUs of the 
Soviet Union France, Italy China, India etc asked that 
the Anglo Amcncans should not raise the question in the 
WFTU and demand a vote They could Jn their national 
centres if thC} liked take thetr own^ decision But the 
Anglo US leaders insisted The Soviet tradeunion centre 
made the following slaemcnt on this issue, which is worth 
noting ' ^ ^ 

’The AUCCTU considers that the' international unity of 
the working class in the World Federation of Trade Unions 
IS based on the free and voluntary cooperation of trade 
unions which are nonpafiy organisations of the workers 
and pursue the aims of improving' the standard of living 
of the working class ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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"The Soviet, trade unions, therefore, consider that it Is 
impossible to turn trade unions, which are nonpohtical or- 
ganisations, mto an arena for political games and political 
machmations” (February 1948) , 

But the Anglo American TU leadership had Jmed up be 
hmd their imperialists They lost m the vote and hence 
left the WFTU. / c' ' i ' 

They agreed on walking out of the tVFTU but could not 
agree for a long time on formmg a united body of their 
own because of Anglo American rivalries Only latterly, 3 
semblance of agreement on the ICFTU was arrived at and 
the INTUC and HMS joined them from India They haie 
lined up behmd the Marshall plan Hence it is no wonder 
that the socialist HMS has lined up behmd the five year 
plan and the American aid ‘and community projects ^ 
Who then put the trade unions at the service of foreign 
countries’ The communists, who refuse to divide the TU 
on political questions or the Congress and socialists y'h® 
divide the workmg class and Ime it up behind Anglo Ame 
rican schemes of world domination’ ^ 

The Communist Party has Wlt^ the -^Tl} * movement, 
fought its battles, made tremendous gams for the working 
class, organised it nationally and Jn solidarity with the 
International working class, has gi\'en.it socialist ideology, 
class outlook and a revolutionary maJre up 
It IS very difficult for the bourgeoisie to smash the orga 
nised worlang class from this position. 

I 

Worklngclass Unity ' ‘ 

It IS true that the communists made mistakes and faded 
to establish the working class m India as the leader of th® 
national revolutionary freedom movement and that this 
failure was used by the bourgeoisie to weaken the p^rty 
and the working class 

But despite this the working, class has., been so well 
embeded in its class position, that the bourgeoisie has 
forced to launch an all roimd offensive with the aid of the 
INTUC and the right sooalists to prevent it from uniting 
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to keep It divnded to demoralise jt ideologically and win 
It {or the monopoly bourgeoisie and its Anglo American 
helpers 

Hence it is our mo«t important task to unite the irorkinj, 
class and the TU movement No amount of sacrifice should 
he spared for it 

The crisis of the colonial economy of the capitalist sys 
tern and the successes of the socialist and democratic sj-s 
terns are makmg our task easier 

\\Tien the congress government in order to enrich the 
monopolists lifted controls in 19t8 the iixirklng class led 
bj the socialists and communists unitedly struck and for 
ced the gQ\ernment to restore controls In several towns 
and Industries even when the trade unions do not form 
ally unite the Uxirkers carry out united strike struggles 
as in Bombay In 1930 and Nagpur m 1951 But the divi 
Sion In the leadership prevents the uorkers from reapini, 
the benefits of their united action 

Among the ^^orklng class a tremendous urge for unit} 
exists. Wherever a united call goes the workers and even 
the middle classes in sympathy with them act unitedly 
and successfully 

Such unity halts the government m its offensive against 
the working class and enables it to protect its standards of 
liv mg 

The AITUC has alwa>s proposed to the UTUC the HMS 
and even the INTUC joint actions on agreed questions 
aHectmg the economic interests of the working class even 
though the organisations may not agree politically or unite 
organisationally But they have persistently refused our 
offers the story of which need not be recounted here 

Unity cannot be achieved unless the AITUC unions work 
hard and lead the workers in struggles We have to work 
for unity from below as well as from above ^Vhere and 
in w hat conditions the one or the other or both should be 
the startmgpoint depends on the state of liie organisation 
the mood of the masses and the make up of the dissenting 
leaderships 
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Unity has to be constantly^ worked ’ for, setting aside 
party political questions, or personal likes or dislikes and 
notions of false prestige At the same time, we should not 
compromise on fundamentals or agree to ' surrender the 
working class to the leadership of the bourgeoisie and its 
agents 


4 Tiic Makc-Up and 'I ^ssrs or Our TU ruNcnoN^Ri 

In the conditions and tasks facing our TU functionary 
he has to reorganise his make up and reequip himself^ 'Th® 
conditions of TU work are no longer what they were 
years back. While strike struggles have to be led and 
fought, strike-leadership alone is not enough to_,unite and 
organise the working class The bourgeois attack takes 
various forms, in reply to which a strike alone is not suffi 
cient We have to meet the attack according to the means 
employed by the bourgeoisie 
We must be under no illusions that government’s econo- 
mic plan or American aid is going to lessen the crisis for 
food, consumer goods, industrialisation and markets 
food crisis is a permanent one until the land Is handed 
over to the peasant and landlordism abolished The Ame 
ncan loans may delay the impacts of famines here snd 
there But these very loans will ultimately mtensify th® 
'’crisis Eilher^by buying over whatever industry we have 
our national resources, or entering mto partnerships 
British and Indian holders, the American entry into ou 
markets wiU rum our industry and trade and make the 
situation worse, by accelerating the concentration of nio 
ney and national wealth in the hands of big monopoly 
groups ^ 

Therefore we must alvrays be prepared to be wiib *" 
workers in their struggles against nsmg Imng costs, 
employment and rationalisation 
Our TU functionary must know at least a short outlm 
■■of our struggles and achievements so that he can give an 
outlook of confidence, class consciousness and victory 
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the worker and can draw on past experience to help in th“ 
present struggles 

Our enemy distorts our history and misleads the ivorke*- 
We must be able to combat this distortion 

Industry i. Its Development 

Our TU functionary must know not only the general 
trends of development but also those in each mdustry 
where he v, orks to be able to lead the worker correctly 
The increasing groudh of monopoly is ruining the small 
producers and genuine industrialists The hold of British 
capital, for example has closed the whole leather industry 
jn South India throwing out thousands of workers, and 
ruining hundreds of employers who are clamouring for aid 
against the power of the British market The import of 
British power engines of small calibre threatens to rum 
the industrial units manufacturing such engines in India 
and render thousands unemployed 
Therefore, while fighting for the workers’ demands we 
must learn to combine the demands of the worker with the 
demands of the employer in such cases and defend our na 
tional interests against foreign monopoly capital Hence 
we must know the trends m each industry, where we work 
Our TU functionary must know the markets for the pro 
ducts produced by our workers the prices therein, the 
causes of their nse and fall It is necessary because the 
government and the bourgeoisie try to set the consuming 
public against the worker by attributing high prices to our 
wages and create antagonisms between the working class 
of the towns and the peasantry m the countryside 

Techrugue of the Trade 

Our TU functionary must know at least the rudiments 
of the technique of the trade In which he is running the 
union, so that he can understand the problems of wages 
and work load, of speed up and piece cates better and can 
represent them with correctness The best teacher m this 


tv- II 
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is the \^orkc^ m the trade itself Wc mu't not neglect lo 
loam from him 

Our TV functionary must pay serious attention to the 
application of the laws on industrial matters There 15 a 
tendency to consider all the laws as attacks on the work 
wg class and hence requiring no attention except to com 
bat them in a g^^neral form But it is forgotten that 
are two sets of latvs One is an achievement on our part 
and to demand and supers ise their realisation and apphea 
ticn is a task of the trade unions Laws such as p 3 ^’^^eot 
of wages act compensation for injuries sickness insurance, 
maternity benefits factory acts have been fought for 
won by us m the teeth of opposition of the bourgeois e- 
which does not wish to apply these laws m the r full offec 
tiveness Therefore we must build the TU movement 
around the application and enforcement of laws which sre 
in the interests of the workers 

Conciliation &. Arbitration 

The oth r of l^ws. -mainly tho«e concerning concilia 
tion arbitration recognition—are laws which are impo*'®*! 
on us to curr and tU vitalise the class solidarity and action 
of tl'* workin** cl«s Therefore we must build the Tu 
movement aro>.nd the struggle against such laws as sre 
agauv’^l Ihi- interests of the workers 

In the early days of its rule the congress government 
allowed the conciliation and arbitration tribunals to con 
cede the demands of the working class Thereby it hope® 
that the workers would line up behind it, abjure stni^ 
actions and give up the class outlook. 

But very soon when the bourgeoisie wanted to with 
hold concessions the workers threw overboard the co^ 
ciUation and tribunal acts as in the 1950 Bombay 
strike The reaction of the workers has been so sw 
that even the INTUC has demanded an overhauling ^ 
^he machmery of thq arbitration tribunals and the mter 
jerence of the central^ appellate tribunal n revis\^ 


On ihe InJan Trails Onion Moitment 


163 


auards of lower courts which turned /a\ourable to work 
ers 

The scandal of the bank tribunal has shattered even 
the faith of the middle class which was most critical of 
our hostility to these acts and manoeuvres of the congress 
government ^ 

Though the workers have thus come to the point of 
defying these laws the acts still remain in force and have 
to be skilfully used by our trade unions 

Hence the legal branch of our TU work has become a 
very important one The fight in the wage boards con 
dilation and arbitration tribunals has become a part of 
the class struggles 

The TU lawyers of the AITUC have done excellent 
work In many areas with the result that workers belong 
ing even to the INTUC and HMS unions demand the 
services of AITUC lawyers 

That becomes a starting point for united work. Hence 
industrial law and TU lawyers have to be given special 
attention 

Welfare i CuUural Work 

Our TU functionary must not neglect the organisation 
of social service cooperative and welfare work, and cul 
tural needs of the working class There has been a ten 
dency and it exists even today to label all such activity 
as reformist That is so because all reformists empha 
sise welfare work to the detriment of struggles of the 
workers But because reformists misuse welfare work, 
social service and cultural work, it is no reason why our 
TUs would condemn vt instead of giving such work its 
proper place in the organisation The bourgeoisie deprives 
the workers entertainment makes it too dear for them. 
Nowadays the congress government with the aid of the 
British and American funds and organisation is under 
taking organised corruption of our national and class 
traditions and culture It is the task of the trade unions 
to organise good entertainmovt good cultural education 
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of the \^or^■crs The famous example of how the Rangoon 
dock ^^c^kers by simply taking up cooperative housing 
for the homeless docker, became a mass force and a big 
union uniting the diMded workers is worth studymg 

Caste i- ^/ational Composition 

Our TU functionary must know the caste and national 
composition of the workers in his union and trade thCir 
customs and traditions, their approach to life and th*^ 
antagonism that the bourgeoisie foments on the basis of 
caste, community, tribe and linguistic national groups 
The worker coming to industry under the grinding wheel 
of capitalism, carries with him all the ideology, traditions 
and loyalties of his tribe, caste, village, religion, etc The 
new class solidarity takes a long time to mature m hnu- 
In fact many a caste, village or national bonds act for him 
as protection agamst sickness, family difficulties and such 
other needs Before he can learn to go to the union fo'' 
his difficulties, he turns to his Jamal 
Wc must learn to evaluate these relations of his and 
how to prevent them from culling across his new cla>s 
needs and loyalties The caste, nation tribe m the worker 
must be harnessed m the service of building the cla^^ 
outlook solidanty and tradounion unity of the worker as 
an explcited man, where the exploiter stands above hirn 
irrespective of caste, tribe, nation and religion 
If we neglect to evaluate this factor correctly, the hour 
geojsie will succeed m dividing our unions and struggle* 
and preventing us from achieving our aim 

Women L Child I,abour 

In view of the «pecl3l hardships imposed on the womeT 
not only as workers but as women in the conditions of 
our economy, the TU functionary has to pay special atten 
tion to the problems of women in matters of equal pa/ 
for equal work, maternity benefits to working women 
care of their children, etc 

As regards young workers, he must pay special atten 
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tion to the question of apprenticeship Isu's and education, 
sports, etc after working hours 

Child labour v.hich is extremely scattered m domestic 
and plantation industries requires immediate study and 
attention 

t/nemploycd 

Our TU functionary must carefullj study the mood of 
the emplojed worker primarily and not judge the pres 
sure for action only relying on the unemployed workers, 
who come into contact with the unions more easily than 
the cmplojcd We must learn to deielop the unity of 
the employed and unemployed against the common ex 
plciter who uses one against the other for his owm aims 


Codrea 

We must learn how to build up new cadres mside the 
factories, fearless and militant, watchful and wise, to take 
the lead of the workers struggles 
We must learn to keep some of the cadres unexposed 
Or else, the victimisation by the employers will throw 
all our best leaders and men from the real field of work, 
1 e the factory, shop and office 
Some people think that because our unions are now 
legal we bring all our cadres to the forefront We have 
to remember that the unions are legal but the crisis of 
capitalism is not over The bourgeoisie does not hesitate 
to attack us when we lead workers* struggles 

Learn from the Masse! 

Our TU functionary must learn how not to run ahead 
of the masses nor lag behind them. This he can do only 
by experience and study He has sometimes to restrain 
the inexperienced masses while at other times, he has to 
rouse them into correct action 
In this task our functionary fs suffering from the lega 
cies of the past At one time we banned all strikes in the 
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name of a political line. At another time we called strikes 
on everything without carmg to know if the (masses were 
ready or not < r * 

As a result, even where workers are ready to act we 
now hesitate lest we may bum our fingers again And 
when workers act on their own, controversies flare up 
among us, calling each other names This results from 
not keeping our ears to the ground and sounding the mass 
mind through correct mass tradeunion work. 

We must remember that there js no such thing as a 
period of 'no strikes' or a period of 'all strikes’ 

So long as we have not achieved people's democracy 
we will have to struggle, and there will be strikes In the 
present crisis of imperialism and its colonial economy 
there Is no such thing as 'partial stabilisation’ leading to 
a period of relative peaceful growth of industries The 
warmongers' boom is always a temporary one and ezcii 
one leads to a more severe crisis than the preceding one 
Hence there is no question of one or the other slogan. 
We must know how to assess the situation, the mass mind 
and the correct type of struggle that will take us ahead 
Our TU functionary must know the various tactics of 
mass struggle from past experience He must know the 
local traditions of struggle and its forces and must also 
learn from them Readymade rules of struggles will not 
serve the purpose except m the general approach 

Our TU functionary must know the peasant around hi5 
factory if it is in the countryside In such areas the worker 
lives in the village and works in the factory Under such 
conditions, strike struggles are directly linked with the 
peasantry around 

We must learn how to get the peasant’s help and als® 
how to render him our help In the sugar plantation^, 
tea gardens, in mining and new factories spreading ovt 
into the interior to secure cheap labour and land th® 
sympathy and ties with the peasant are a great factor in 
the success of the TU struggles 
Our TU functionary must have the overall world out 
look of Marxism and m the present period must know h®^ 
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to Ijnl' up the peace mo\cment with the struggles of the 
masses In thus respect everj economic evil today can be 
read m the wise words ol Stalin which explain the cris s 
and peace as the solution of it 

What does placing the economy of a country on a wa- 
footing mean’ It means giving industry a onesided war 
direction developing to the utmost the production of goods 
necessary for war and not lor consumption by the popu 
lation restricting to the utmost the production and espe 
aally the sale of articles of general consumption— and 
consequently, reducing consumption by the population 
and confronting the country with an economic crisis 
There has been a tendency either to neglect the peac" 
movement or to present it mechanical]> as a duty That 
arises out of the failure to understand the present phase 
ol the crisis as described by Stalm 
Our TU functionary himself must develop culture must 
be modest and patient with the masses Even while nego 
tiating and dealing with the enemy at the conciliation 
and negotiation table he should be polite and dignihed 
though sharp and firm m his approach Rudeness is not an 
attribute of the class struggle 
If vve succeed in producing such a functionary ani 
boldly champion the cause of the workers without jump 
mg into false sectarian boldness or reformist lack of con 
fidencc wo shall revive our TU movement we shall take 
the lead of the peoples struggles on all issues and take 
the path of achieving the demands of the workers and 
the people 


5 Some of Our Mistatcs avd Iiuiir Corrfction 

We have seen the economic perspectives put before the 
people by the government and their disastrous effects on 
the people and the workmg class We have seen th« 
achievements of our class and its future needs We have 
SRBO. ibft wa-v the ^lilical ijarties work in the working, 
class and TUs We have seen the disruption and division 
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that the bourgeoisie has earned out m organisation 
unity of the working class We have seen the tasks that 
our TU leadership has to carry out, the key task being to 
work for and achieve unity 

In carrying out the tasks, the crux of ivhich lies m 
building the unity of the working class and the trad’ 
unions, besides knowing the moves of the rulmg classes 
the struggles and achievements of the working class and 
their lessons, as stated above, it is also necessary to un 
derstand how the party and the trade unions led and 
advised by it functioned, where and how they behaved 
correctlj and where they made mistakes 

TU Unity 

In building TU unity it is also necessary to understand 
the character of the organisations and their leadership 
with whom vve try for organisational unity It is neces 
sary to lay down the dos and don’ts m achieving unity 
from below as well as from above 
It IS more or less an acknowledged fact that the com 
munist pioneers with the help of the noncommuni^ 
built the early mass TU movement m India and achievefl 
many a great gam for the working class 

The ideas of class consciousness, national and interna 
tional solidarity of the workmg class and duties foUowicg 
for them were consciously built up from an early period 
Mass trade unions were brought into existence and th" 
initiative of the workers by building vvorkmgclass cadres 
was developed 

Unions were built on mdustnal basis and democratic 
mass functionmg developed through mill committees de 
partmental groups and leaders etc 

Political education and action of the working class 
organised through the party j 

At the same time the party as such did not become ** 
mass party of the working class, drawing upon all the 
gams of the struggles and the growing mdustnal and F® 
litical consciousness of the masses 
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Our /joiaflon 

The political leadership of the masses in the national 
liberation movement uas not seized by the pioneers and 
the party due to inadequate understanding of the program 
and tactics m relation to the national struggle, the role 
of the bourgeoisie and its parties and the democratic 
front 

The trade unions led by the p3rt> got ‘wlated or split 
because of the organisational political mistakes and the 
onslaught of repre^ion from the British government and 
its bourgeois allies In India In the period of 1930 35 

The lessons of the split of 1929 the split of 1930 be- 
tween the AITUC and the Bed TUC are worth noting in 
this respect 

The tactics of eliminating reformist influence over th“ 
working ela*s, of boldly leading its struggles when work 
ers from below are ready while the reformist leadership 
hesitates and gets isolated and tactics on the question of 
building the rcvoluticnar> tradounion movement as laid 
down b> the HILU, were vvTonglj understood and applied 
in the AITUC and the Red TUC in this period 

Breech Healed 

But soon the corrections were made, a unit> movement 
was launched, and the development of united struggles of 
workers and cornet approach to the reformist and na 
tional bourgeois leadership healed the breach m 1938 

As a result on the eve of the second world war in 19^0 
the AITUC and Its TUs were highly organised they had 
a mass base, membership and good cadres All political 
parties except the Congress stood inside the fold of the 
TU movement of the united AITUC organisation, thougn 
differing with each other and struggling against each 
other on political and even industrial matters 

Tactical Di//erences Burinp War 

The second world war 'and the differences in tactic^ 
among the political parties in relations to the war ana 
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the role of the working class again threatened with divi 
Sion and disunity on TU questions 
The congress bourgeoisie and its wing in the TU mo\e 
ment were not prepared to fight for the defence of the 
working class against the burdens of the war, while the 
CPI and other parties and groups were conducting such 
struggles for the defence of the working class 
When the war switched over to a new phase in IS'U 
and the CPI called for the defence of the socialist state 
the world's working class — the Soviet Union — no party 
openly took an opposition position. Even the congress 
leadership had to advocate support to the defence 
Soviet Union and China in their 1942 resolution But the 
differences arose on the question of the application of th-S 
position 

On tradeunion questions, on the question of strikes m 
defence of workmgclass interests, serious differences 
arose The CPI advocated a line of not encouraging strikes 
or settling them as quickly as possible if they arose m 
order to facilitate the defence against fasasm 
Hov.e\er, m practice, the slogan of defence against 
fascism was mechanically applied, because the party le®*^ 
ership underestimated the strength cf the USSR and the 
resistance movements overestimated m panic the strength 
of imperialism, forgot to note that while mouthing 
phrases of support to their Soviet ally, the Anglo Ameri 
cans sabotaged aid to the Soviet Union and were onl> 
guarding and tiying to strengthen their colonial bases 
against the postwar crisis 

Reformist Deviation 

The mistake lay in not combining the defence of the 
interests of the working class and people wnlh the inte- 
rests of the defence of the Soviet Union and the antifascist 
war 

’ As a result, in the TU field, when the national bouf 
geoisic and the British attacked the w’orkers’ standards of 
living and the workers demanded leadership from u® 


On the /nJan Trade Vnl<m iloxemenf 171 

Ihcir defcrco we cither lagged behind or gave wrong slo 
gan5 or in some eases even deserted the sl-uggles 

Our mistakes in tactical application of our line our 
mistakes on the TU front in the matter of the defence of 
the interests of the workers weakened our TUs and lost 
us man> of our large bases of the w orking class 
The bourgeoisie and Its nghl and left parties the 
socialists and others took advantage of our mistakes m order 
to isolate us from the working class. 

But even m this period where we stuck to mass work 
In relation to famine rcl ef rationing of food demands for 
dearness allowance and occasional slnke struggles which 
brake ov er our heads we retained our mass bases 

But these were retained generally m areas and indus 
tries where we had not ted {unovis class battles before and 
where the workers had onl) recenllj come to conscious 
ness and crganUation as for example in some areas of the 
south 

Our serious losses were m the areas and industries where 
w% ourselves had imbibed the class anti impenalist out 
look into the w*orkcr and had led determined mass battles 
on his behalf as for example m Bombay Kanpur etc 
Thus the division in the working class our isolation 
frem the class in major areas followed from our political 
line and its working out m the TU field. 

Reformism was the mam deviation in this period 
At the end of the w’ar the leadership of the Congress 
utilised its new influence m order to attack the parly and 
destro) it 

Wartime Strike TVcie 

At the same tune the working class rose into determin 
ed struggles m order to overcome its losses during the 
war Tic biggest strike wave began 
The new stnke wave put forward demands of quite a 
farreaching nature 

Tney demanded not only wage -rntTeases mid btirrca bA 
also living wage 8 hour day and soaal security 
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failure of strike slogans was attributed to failure of mdi 
vidual cadres to act, the latter were expelled and therebj’ 
the party and TUs weakened 
The outstanding example is 9th March 1949 


Weakening of Party and TUs 

Unions wore split In the name of Isolating the reform 
ists without seeing whether the masses walked out with 
Us or remained with the reformists and rightwing social 
ists 

The concessions made by employers and their actual 
influence wore never assessed m order to give lead to the 
workers 

Slogans were subjectively evolved and did not flo'"' 
from assessment of objective conditions 
Tradeunion and party work was almost made identical 
forgetting the warnings of the International 
The lessons of the RILU were perverted and wrongly 
applied as in the February 1949 document 
Mass TU work was given up in the name of folibcah 
salion of the working class 

Unity of the workers was made a phrase, by giving call® 
of joint actions m terms of most rude, hostile, bitter criti* 
cism of those very forces with whom we called fo^ 
unity 

To give a call of strike r,t nil costs alone was consider 
ed the attribute of revolutionary tradeunlonism, without 
reference to the preparedness and mood of the masses 
and the state of organisation, and the objective jiistifia 
bility or appropriateness of the call 
These, in short, are some of the mistakes on the TU 
front made by the party which, coupled with the violcn 
suppression by the congress government, led to the dis 
ruption of our trade unions and the setback to the work 
ing class 
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/lltprnpli at Correction 

Th»‘ correction came in 1050 The left sectarian adven 
tunsm was removed from the leadership 

Bjt «ectan3nism In understanding of the situation and 
tactics appropriate to it had not been properly nailed 
doun The pronouncements of the Asian conference were 
sought to bo meehanieallj and wTongly applied and hence 
the innerpartj struggle continued. 

The rchection of this partial correction and partial con 
tinuatlon of the sectarian deviation can be /ound m the 
December 1050 litter on trade unions to party ranks 

While calling for reorganisation of TU work and struggles 
cf the working class, both in its legal and illegal forms i 
held the perspcclue of illegal union work as the main 
form, advocated the lie low policy m the towns in view 
of 'fascist repression' This kind of approach was facih 
tated by tba fact that savage lepTcssvan agavps^ the party 
and the trade unions led by it continued In the congress 
regime 

The letter, ihoreforc. while opening the wa/ for correct 
recrganisation of TU work left enough roorh both for 
sectarianism by allowing emphasu on mainly illegal TU 
work and on the otherhand for reformism by talking of 
he low' policy 

Neto Proffram & Tactics 

The adoption of the new program and tactics of the 
party and the events following from it have now cleared 
the way for correct and proper work in the TOs 

At the same time one has to be watcnful because in TU 
work the reflection of the innerparty struggle, the remnants 
of the various deviations persists due to the absence of 
unification of ranks and common understanding being not 
yet achieved 

This reflection takes vanous forms Because vve have not 
yet been able to get the TUs of the AITUC going vvith live, 
direct contact with the masseur whidi was formerly broken 
wo are not able to assess the mass mind correctly and in 
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tune Because the party has been deprived of cadres, 
are not able to measure the situation m time and quickly 
by our contacts, by our studies of industry, finance, etc. 
Because of lack of mass contact. v,q are not able to measure 
the exact influence of the INTt7C and the nghtwing socia 
lists and many a time have to depend on the spontaneous 
action of the masses m order to know the trend of their 
mind and the grip of certain demands and slogans 

This inability is used by the remnants of the various 
deviations m the party for factional ends It hampers TU 
work, and repels new cadres commg to the party and the 
TUs 

When to Launch Struggles 

Having seen the disastrous effects of irresponsible strike 
calls of the sectarians m the past, the genuine party worker 
wants to exercise caution before launching such a call an ‘ 
struggle Knowing the disruption and disunity in the TUs 
and the division of the workers under the three mam org^ 
msations, INTUC, HMS and AITUC, our genuine worker 
wants to wait and see what the leaders of the other two 
organisations reacting to 

In the absence of real mass contacts and organised TU 
work, he does not know where this waiting and this caution 
should end and a struggle launched on his own, or where 
he should support others because he is doubtful, if 
the others know the masses and are honest in their defenc"' 
of workers’ interests 

In such a situation when the masses act spontaneous!) 
or the other leaders launch struggles and masses res- 
pond, the sectarians come out of their hiding and use th'’ 
caution of the TU leaders to attack them as refornust^ 
deserters, etc They Use this not m order to see how to 
devise new means to correct overcaulion, the legacy of 
their OW71 adventurism but to use it for factional ends. 
This is one malady 

Another malady is that when the genuine worker 
seeing the crisis, wants to advance slogans of struggle ao° 
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action in reply to the attacks of the bourgeoisie and the 
government the remnants of reformists oppose him as 
•ectarian taking ad\anlage of the fact that sectarians m 
the past ha\e used struggle slogans most irresponsibly 
And when a struggle is launched but fails the reformist 
attacks the genuine v.orkcrs as sectarian deviationists an i 
uses the fact for his factional ends 

This happens because neither the hardened sectarian 
nor the hardened reformist has cured himself but uses 
this or that mistake of the genuine worker for his fac 
tiona] ends 

Since 1050 there is no main de\iat[on in the part) But 
In one or the other unit union or area the remnants of 
both trends being there TU work docs suffer from them. 

Live Mass Contact 

^Vhat are the mistakes v.e are likely to commit now' 
Kot having live mass contact and organised cadres work 
tng right inside the factories on a large scale ue are not 
able to feel the pulse of the workers and know their griev 
ances m concrete Hence wo do not react swiftly when the 
masses want us to lead them in struggles This can b* 
corrected onl> by genuine TU work on a mass scale in 
ibe residential areas where wre cannot enter the factories 
and m the factories w here we can get entrj if not by re 
cognition at least through our TU membership 

Having the sectarian adventurist effects still m rrund we 
are likely to be oscrcautlous in leading the workers strug 
gles and lag behind 

The need for struggles forced on the workers by the 
attack of the crisis of the economy may again throw us 
into the arm of sectarian adventurers The need for re 
building TU organisation trying for unity before struggles 
are launched on our own the need for using legal means 
of the jndustnal laws before acting in defiance of them 
the need for readiness to negotiate and conciliate where 
possible and win demands even through arbitration i 
likely to be overlooked and land us mto running ahead of 
the workers and the people 
n 1 ? 
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Thus both mistakes have to be guarded against However 
we cannot at present say that any one deviation is a mam 
deviation m the party or that the party leadership m the 
TUs IS suffering mainly from a deviation Our mam task 
IS, therefore, to evolve correct methods of mass work, TV 
functioning defence of workers’ interests and struggles on 
the basis of unity as the key weapon as well as an imme 
diate aim 

What steps should we take jn order to correct the situa 
tion build a strong TU movement and achieve the de 
mands of workers^ 

All TU cadres must get into close contact with the work 
ers employed and unemployed, through mohalla basti 
contacts or factory 

Formulation of Demands 

Cadres must lay down minimum daily tasks on TU front, 
including all aspects of the workers’ life 
They must equip themselves as outlined before 
They must keep track of the mass mmd m its reaction 
to the food situation and the crisis and their day to dav 
demands 

Demands m each trade and industry must be carefully 
formulated Formulation of extravagant demands must 
be avoided 

In the name of fundamental questions and exposure of 
the bourgeoisie it is the sectarian habit to frame demands 
which are not reasonably attainable and make the worker 
look ridiculous in the eyes of his allies in the people 
All available means of unofficial and official conciliahon 
should be tried and if possible a settlement achieved to 
mitigate the effects of the crisis on the workers’ standard 
of living employment and wages 

Not to settle on any account and to push the workers 
into strikes at all costs m the name of steeling the workers 
m the fire of struggle was the sectarian habit which 1^ 
fruitless strikes in some cases though it must be remem 
bered that not all failures of settlement or strikes were 
due to that line alone 
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Legal Formalities 

The legal existence and formalities of a union must be 
guarded with care though impossible and antnvorkingclass 
conditions must not be agreed to secure recognition under 
the law — such as agreement to compulsorj arbitration and 
no strike clauses 

It may be remembered that in 1918 we lost the valuable 
rtcognition of the MES unions because under the influence 
of sectarians we refused to accept the obligation of holding 
a ballot before strikes and agreeing to certain other con 
ditions in view of the services being concerned with mill 
tarj engineering 

In (he event of failure of conciliation measure the readi 
ness of the workers for further action by means of meet 
ings or ballot or where these ore not permitted by con 
Buhatlon with loading cadres and if they agree do not 
hesitate to launch a strike If they do not do not 
launch a struggle just because you feel otherwise 

Before launching a struggle observe all the necessary 
laws if they are applicable to your industry regarding 
notice etc 

Before and after launching the struggle cultivate non 
workingclass opinion m your support This must be care 
fully done especially m such trades as municipal services, 
transport domestic lighting etc 

After launching the struggle keep ready for negotiation 
and try on your own to open avenues for it 

tVhether the strike has to be half day one day or pro 
longed depends on the preparedness of the workers and 
the unity of the leadership 

Be vigilant against blacklegs and provocateurs 

Guard the Codres 

Nowadays every strike is followed by banning of meet 
ings arrests of leaders etc 

We must guard our cadres and leaders Who and how 
many ^nodii iepwrfi w* ‘hit ‘I’rifc ■viTiUneAfiim. 

Even in ordinary TU work cadres have to be guarded 
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Even when we have legal unions and do legally permitted 
work there is victimisation by employers, unlawful deten 
tion by government etc We must be vigilant against the'® 
attacks also, especially when workers launch strikes for 
their demands * 

In strike meetings exaggeiated reporting should not b" 
done Handbills should be sober, educative, simple/ not 
jargonised, and to the point. They should be iuU of coo 
fidence and of militant and rousing nature but this shou^ 
not amount to hurling boastful challenges, usmg langu^S® 
which can easily haul us under the law, as some of oo 
handbills have been in the past 
When we are trying for unity, we have to be doubly 
careful m cnticismg the leaders and members of the Tiv^ 
organisations, or those who differ from us on the 
tactic The resolution of the working committee of Ar^u 
of May 1949 cn the deserters is a model of how such e 
solution should not be 

Defend the workers’ struggle fearlessly but do not he*‘ 
tale to settle or call off when necessary False notion^ ® 
prestige or victory and defeat should not blind us to w 
mood of the workers and their strength There show 
not be a premature panicky call off nor a pig headed 
nan stick on. The situation for one or the other has to 
measured by experience and skill There is no read>’ru®'" 
rule for this ^ 

Defence of workers’ interests includes defence 
police terror and violence of the employers’ gangs h 
to do It depends on the particular situation, readiness 
the people to suffer and to act ^ 

Armed clashes with the state forces should hov.ci’Sf* 
avoided under present conditions 

Fonns of Struggle 

Ifrportationof <atyagraha forms in strike struggJessbou^ 
not bo encouraged, though today »n some cases the v or 
end ihe middlecla^s emplojees under the Influence 
past tradil!on<j tal« to such suggestions 

circumstances such forms can help to Initiate mass 
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li'ation, ue should not hesitate to use them but unth cau 
tion and care 

Wo have to guard against the provocateurs who try to 
disturb disciplined peaceful action b> anarchic action to 
facilitate government repression 

But just because we ask for peaceful conduct of strikes 
and resistance it does not mean ue should preach the 
principles and theory of nonviolence, as the bourgeoisie 
wants us to do 

Above all be guided b> the masses, by their experience 
and skill while giving them also guidance from the stand 
point of ours as a leadership 

Differentiation Between Big and Smol! Industries 

In formulating and fighting for the demands of the wTsrk 
ers do we make any diflercncc between the Indian emplo 
ycr and the British, and also between the small and the 
big» 

Under the present circumstances, our first task is to de* 
fend the workers standard of living and conditions of 
work, his wages, employment, etc, against every employer 
whether British or Indian big or small The starting point 
and level cf demands Is ahva>s conditioned by the fact 
that the cmplojer is bfg or small, because the technical 
and implojTTient conditions of largescale industry and its 
profit capiacity are gencrallj better than that of small 
scale industry But the crisis affects the small more quick- 
ly and severely than the bg 

In struggles, however, the big resists more severely than 
the small and can last out The government machine pro 
tects the big more than the small Our tactics must be 
guided by this but only as tactics to win demands and 
with as little suffering for the worker as possible 

Hence m order to wm relief for us quicker, to move the 
public towards us and in order to defend the general inte 
rests of the country and the people, we should where ne 
cessary combine the demands of the employer against the 
stale or the foreigner with our demands against him and 
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propose jojnt campaign etc But the political antagonism 
between the big and the small, between the Indian an'i 
foreigner as also our organisational ideological prestige and 
strength have not advanced today to that level, where the 
national bourgeoisie will combine in a united front with 
us on the basis of common understanding Hence we should 
not go into mechanical generalisation and application of 
experiences elsewhere regardmg the differentiation b® 
tween big monopoly and small mdustry or national hour 
geois and foreign Though we may not neglect to take 
note of the antagonism as in the case of leather, mica small 
power engines, etc., today we must concentrate on protect 
ing the worker and his interests first Only when th'’ 
workers grow strong and powerful will the bourgeois e 
come to ask for differential treatment which should 
deserve our serious consideration 
We must remember that the antagonisms which raise 
the question mentioned above flow under conditions oi 
Anglo American drive for war 
Hence the crisis and its solution our demands and the'*" 
fulfilment raise directly the question of the peace 
ment For this each industry and trade and each demand 
and struggle has to be properly placed in the context o 
the general class economy and specially the war econom> 
and its effects, and our demand for pieace and trade "if 
all countries without discrimination 

, Worker-Peasant Alliance 

The question as to bow to relate the workers’ TU strug 
gles \Mth those of the kisans depends on the area and m 
dustry and the state of organisational and ideological P*"® 
paredness of both the workers and the peasants conccrnc 
tVhile we should bear in mind the necessity for this an 
also the other points mentioned in the previous report 
need not elaborate on the question further in this repof 

It must be remembered that no amount of detailed •f’ 
structions can e\er take the place of mass experience 
the abiUt> and skill to use it in building TU and defending 
the demands of the working class 
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Punng the six years that have elapsed since the ending 
of direct British rule, India has witnessed events of far 
reaching significance In the program of the Communist 
Party, the election manifesto and the rev^ew of the general 
elections, the most important of these events have been 
dealt with 

The last general elections revealed that the Congress 
Party, which only a few years ago enjoyed unrivalled pre 
stige and authority among the people, had lost the backing 
of the majority This process has contmued, becoming ac 
centuated m the months that have passed since the general 
elections, as pointed out by the political bureau of the 
Communist Party at its meeting held in August (1952) 

Further, the movement of the Indian people for defence 
and extension of national freedom, for the complete des 
truction of the impenahst grip and of feudal exploitation, 
for a life of happiness and prosperity is becoming mor« 
and more linked with the battle which progressive huma 
nity is wagmg for peace The great response which the 
peace congress of the countries of Asia and the Pacific 
evoked among all sections of the people, the successful ob 
servance of the 'Asia Week’ in many parts of the country, 
the collection of 50 000 peace signatures in Bombay within 
10 days, the gigantic peace rally at Madras the big peace 
conference held in August and September m several prc 
Vinces, culmmatmg in the all India peace conference held 
at Jullunder — all these are mdicative of the growing 
strength and sweep of the peace movement 

Opposition to the policies and methods of the govern 


Article by Ajoy Ghosh m For a Latlitig Peacr, For a Peoples 
Democracy ' (7 November J952) was later published as a pamphlet 
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ment has spread to new strata and sections of the people 
including sections of the national bourgeoisie itself Mass 
struggles arc growing in \olume and intensity The ruling 
party, the Congress, is in the midst of a deep crisis Con 
flicts inside the Congress ha%e sharpened. 

Reviewing the events that have taken place since 
the elections, the political bureau of the Communist Pari' 
of India slated that 'the developments of the last six 
months are not fortuitous Nor can they be considered of 
a temporary nature They vvill continue and grow for 
they arise from deep rooted economic and social causes.’ 

From what has been said the conclusion should not be 
drawTi that the enem> is already on the verge of defeat o' 
the tasks confronting us arc comparatively simple On the 
contrarj, the enem> still holds much of the balance of po 
vver, still wields immense influence He has still immense 
reserves and immense capacities for manoeuvTing 
strength lies not only m the direct influence of the Con 
gress Party itself, but also m the influence that feudal ana 
communal reaction still exerts m many parts of the coun 
try Further, its strength lies in the constitutional iHu 
sions that set in after the general elections illusions about 
the possibilities of the ballot box, illusions that are being 
strengthened by the newly formed Praja Socialist Party 
which is trying to form a bourgeois reformist oppositional 
consolidation' 

The tasks facing our party are therefore immense The) 
have been described by the political bureau as ' broaden 
mg the mass movement by helping the people win the 
immediate demands of building their mass organisatioitf 
and of enlisting the best sons and daughters of the peopi® 
into the party while carrymg out these tasks" 

The political bureau points out that the difficulties opn 
fronting the party today are of a specific nature They 
connected with the growth of the mass movement, 
the growth of the influence of the party and therefor® 
wnth the growth of the responsibilities which the party 
to fulfil 



Some of Our \tpin H raknesset 


185 


Today, with the growlb of the mass mo%ement, with 
political awakening spreading to new strata, new sections, 
new areas and with the inuncnse growth in the influence 
of the party, our tasks and responsibilities ha%e grown 
manyfold. We have to lead the people m the struggles for 
their immediate demands We have to organise workers, 
peasants, agricultural workers, as well as youth, students, 
women, middlcclass employees, artisans and handicraft* 
men We must wage struggle on the cultural front We 
have to champion the cause of the people m parliament 
and in the legislative assemblies We have to run a large 
number of daily and weekly journals We have to produce 
literature on current national and international issues We 
have to negotiate with other parties [or a united front to 
negotiate with the government and local authorities We 
have to participate m elections to local boards and mum 
apalities We have to vvork among and establish contacts 
with sU strata and sections of the people m order to for 
mulate and champion their demands fn conformity with 
the basic interests of the Indian people, with their demo 
cratic rights and national independence We have to orga 
nise relief for the unemployed and the famine stricken 
We must develop a powerful movement for peace All this 
work must be coordinated, directed and helped by party 
units in every area 

It would be no exaggeration to say that today men from 
everj’ social strata who are moving in step with their peo 
pie look to the Communist Party for help and guidance 
Even in areas where no Communist Party units exist, peo 
pie know the Communist Party as the party that fights for 
the poor, for the common man They approach us to orga 
nise them, to tell them what to do 

To discharge even a fraction of the new responsibilities, 
to carry out even a part of the immense tasks, the party 
needs cadres — a vastly enlarged number of cadres And 
here it should be remembered that the party is strong not 
only in the number of its members, but especially m their 
quality, m their devotion to the party and m ideological 
trainmg We need effective agitators, journalists for party 
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organs educators organisers of the people and their move 
ments — cadres ideologically developed and politically 
trained who have capacity for initiative and leadership 
who are able to apply the general line of the party m a 
flexible way in each area and constantly to raise the poh 
tical and organisational level of the masses 
Of such cadres we have too few And those few ar® 
overburdened with work. The result is we cannot under 


take and carry out many of the innumerable tasks con 
fronting us 

It must be realised that today we have reached a stag 
when success in organising the popular movement is ms® 
parably linked with and even dependent upon the pl^r* 
ned organised growth of the Communist Party itself 
strengthening m those areas where it already exists 
spreading to new areas where as yet it does not exist With 
out this the popular movement cannot be appreciabW 
strengthened and even the existing movement cannot W 
properly guided and its achievements consolidated m th® 
form of mass organisations Today organisation becomes 


a most important political factor 

WTiat we need today above all is a strong party — strong 
in it< expanding membership embracing a truly large nuin 
ber of cadres prepared to fight selflessly in the ranks o 
our party strong m discipline strong in politics — a ^ 

firmly entrenched among the masses bnked with 
through a thousand ties forged through multiple forms 
activities a party with live and active units in facton^^ 
and workshops in villages and localities in each section 
our people These units must function in a way that t 
will be looked upon by the people among whom they v* 
as their leaders m every sphere of life Without a siJ 
cienlly large sufficiently finn and sufficiently develop^ 
party core in every provnnce and area on every front 
struggle leadership of the masses is impossible of * 
tion Most of our difficulties today arise from the absen 


of this . 

The present position can be appreciated from the 
that even in Madras state where we polled 2 6 miH 
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\otfs In the general elections and could ha\o polled much 
more if uc had contested mort seals — c\cn m this slat'* 
our parl> membership is far less than 1 per cent of th'» 
\oles polled b> us A similar situation prevails In othci 
states And even this membership is not properly organi 
sed and only a fraction of it is Ideologically politically de- 
veloped 

This Is the biggest single problem facing the party As 
the political bureau stresses organisation more so than 
ever before has become a major political (actor It deter 
mini's the tempo of the BrO"'th of the mass mov emcnl itself 

This is not yet cloarlv realised b> most of our comrade^ 
Many of them tend to look upon our present dilTicuUies m 
the same wav as Ihtv looked upon our past difficulties In 
the past uhenever difneuMies arose in our uork whenever 
wc received o setback or failed to advance as rapidly as 
vve wanted the explanation vvas sought mainly m terms of 
Immediate political slogans and forms of struggle The re 
suit was that while some slight progress was made with 
correct slogans and correct forms of struggle the basic 
weaknesses the weakness of the pirty itself remained a& 
before Even the advance registered could not be conso 
lidalcd 

Today however the difUcullies are of a different natur* 
They arise primarily and nbove ail from our organisational 
weakness They arise despite correct immediate slogan 
and correct tactics as outlined in the political bureau reso 
luticn Therefore the organlsatiim problem itself has to 
be tocklod as the biggest political problem before the party 

For this It IS first of all necessary to achieve theoretical 
clarity with regard to party organisation and abandon the 
wrong ideas the wrong notions that have prevailed till 
now 

It has been incorrectly held — though never specifically 
expressed— that organisation — parly organisation— is ^ 
byproduct of economic and political struggles i e if we 
CQcceei. slogans ami svagp struggles correctly the 
party will grow almost automatically 
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An equally wrong notion is that the parly will grow 
along with and as a result of the 'growth of the movement’ 
It IS not realised that the ^growth of the movement’ itself 
can take place in the correct manner and m the correct 
direction only under the leadership of the party and that 
this leadership itself can be exerased only if the party 
itself grows, m other words, that the growth of a real mass 
revolutionary movement depends to a great extent on the 
growth of the party, that without this the movement itself 
ends m defeat 

Another notion is that the party grows by building ma^s 
organisations of workers, peasants, etc Our own historj 
shows how wrong this notion is Many times did we budd 
mass organisations but we could not expand them, cou’d 
not even maintain them m face of repression m most areas 
because we lacked sufRcienlly big sufficiently firm an'^ 
sufficiently developed Communist Party cores m the basic 
units of the organisations 

Still another notion is that the growth of the general 
anti imperialist consciousness— which takes place in a co 
lonial country almost spontaneously — is a sufficient basis 
for the growth of the Communist Party itself, that if the 
party deepens this consciousness, if it appears before th“ 
people as the most militant anti impenalist party, that itself 
will enable the party to grow It is not realised that the 
Cammumst Party can grow not mereJ} by basing itself on 
anti imperialist and national revolutionary consciousness 
but by taking it further, by unparting a speciGc consaous 
ness to the working class and the advanced masses Mar* 
ist Leninist consciousness socialist consciousness which 
requires sharp ideological struggle against the theories an<l 
ideas of the bourgeoisie and mass popularisation of the all 
cenquermg ideas of Marx and Engels cZ Lenm and Stahn 
Many wrong concepts about the party have appeareii- 
This has led to the notion that the party’s sole task is 1° 
conduct agitation on immediate issues and lead strikes and 
demonstrations The organisational implication of th^ 
concept is that practically the entire day to day work d 
the party is earned on by wholetimers , the bulk of party 
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ncmbtrs having little to do except m periods of big mass 
struggles or big campaigns This leads to bureaucrati^ia 
tion at one end and organisational looseness at the other 
It leads to fossUlsalion of cadres and arrests their grovvth 
It arrests the grouih of the partj itself 
Uttcrlj wrong concepts obout the nature of the tasks 
and role of the party are widespread Mass political edu 
cation on the basis of Marxism Leninism concrete expo 
sure of the government rousing women against their social 
degradation mass popularisation of the fii’e power peace 
pact appeal creation of mass literature on current issues 
expansion of the sale of part> journals working m and 
forming cultural educational sports and other bodies and 
associations and even the building up of mass organisa 
tions and of the part) ilself~^U are looked upon bj many 
comrades not as struggles but only as certain activities — 
and not of a rcvolutionnrj kind 

WTiat IS the source of all these WTOng Ideas’ Where are 
their roots’ 

Basically they arise from the worshipping of spon 
tancit) They arise from a narrow restricted non Marxist 
concept of class struggle This narrowness is not some 
thing new It existed In the past also 

If we broadly review the struggles waged b> us In the 
past, we get the following picture As in all other coun 
tries of the world the struggle that developed m our coun 
try had three aspects three fronts — economic political, 
ideological 

On the economic front the working class and the pea 
santry under the leadership of their militant class organi 
sations and the Communist Party waged numerous battles 
— in some of which the participants numbered hundreds 
of thousands They displayed heroism initiative and capa 
city for sacrifice In face of ruthless terror Important 
demands and concessions were won as a result of these 
struggles and mass organisations were built in many 
areas 

On the political front despite the many political actions 
organised by the working cla« despite the struggles for 
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basic agrarian reform and political rights that developed 
in Telangana and Tripura, despite the growing influence 
of the Communist Party, the advance registered was far 
less striking In the days of direct British rule even the 
working class in many important mining and industrial 
areas remained under bourgeois and petty bourgeois influ 
ence and went into political action only under the direct 
impact of the national movement led by the Congress 
But it was on the ideological front that our weakness, 
the weakness of the movement led by us, was most strik 
ingly manifested Not only was Marxist Leninist ideology 
not inculcated in the working class but also the bulk 
the working class understood even national freedom in the 
way that it is preached by the bourgeoisie — the ending of 
direct British rule With regard to the content of national 
freedom, with regard even to such a key issue of demo- 
cracy as the structure of a democratic state, no mass poh 
tical education was earned on by us We not only failed 
to expose the treacherous character of the leadership ol 
the national bourgeoisie but on many occasions gJonfi®*^ 
U m the name of building the 'united national front' No 
ideological struggle worth the name was earned on against 
the pernicious theories of gandhism 

It was assumed that political propaganda and agitation 
among the masses should not go beyond the general de* 
mocrat'C framework that Marxist Leninist ideas are meant 
only for those who ]om the party or become sympathisers 
of the party In practice even the latter were not ade 
quately educated 

We translated .a number of the works of Lenm and 
Stalm into Indian languages but without such introduc 
tion as would make them comprehensible to the worker 
or peasant The literature produced by us in India was 
exclusively of an agitational nature. No attempt was 
made to produce literature on Indian problems from the 
Marxist point of view Current events were evaluated onl> 
and exclusively from a general democratic pomt of viev.-; 
their importance from the pomt of view of the ultimal® 
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aims of the working class were not taken into account 
We did not e\en produce the historj of the Iradcunion 
and peasant movements m the counlr>, history of the 
struggles which we ourselves had led did not draw les 
sons from those struggles and equip our own cadres with 
those kssons, did not combat the bourgeoisie ideologically 
m their eflort to obliterate in the working masses the real 
lessons of the struggles 

The result of all this was that not only the working 
class, but even a large number of our party members 
failed to develop Marxist Leninist consciousness Inevit 
ably our work on the economic and political front also 
suncred, because, not merely must the class struggle be 
conducted simultaneously on all fronts not merely are 
the three fronts of class struggle interrelated but also the 
ideological front occupies a key position in this interrcia 
tionship 

Almost all our weaknesses today, including our organisa 
tional weakness can be traced to this failure, failure to 
pay attention to ideology, failure to emphasise the role of 
consciousness and organisation 

As Comrade Stalin teaches 

It must be accepted as an axiom that the higher the 
political level and the Marxist Leninist knowledge of the 
workers in an> branch of state or party work, the belter 
and more fruitful will be the work itself, and the more 
effective the result of the work and vice versa, the lower 
the political level of the workers and the less they are 
imbued with the knowledge of Marxism Leninism, the 
greater will be the likelihood of disruption and failure in 
the work, of the workers themselves becoming shallow 
and deteriorating into paltry plodders of their degenera 
ting altogether” 

Correct political slogans, correct united front tactics, 
correct forms of struggle — all these are essential But 
they are essential not merely for the higher committees 
but also for each unit of the party This itself requires the 
ideological political development of the entire party 
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Moreover correct pohtical slogans correct united front 
tactics and correct forms of struggle while they cxtenJ 
our mass influcnco and forge our links with the masses 
do not themselves develop the party as such. 

The partj grows by raising the ideological political 
level of its cadres The partj grows by inculcating I'fsrx 
ist Leninist consciousness m the working class among the 
agricultural workers poor peasants and among the revo 
lutionary mteilfgenlsta who constitute an extremelj 
portant section m our country The party grows by 
ducting political education among the broad mas'-es m t^6 
spirit of Marxism Leninism The party grows by conda^ 
mg a sharp battle against all varieties of bourgeois ide® 
log> The party grows by conducting struggle on 
fronts and among ali social strata 
The ruling classes and their spokesmen preach 
tion for the countrj by means of their five year plan ana 
community projects They parade their foreign policy ^ 
a policy of independence and dynamic neutrality Tli®' 
create illusions about the efficacy of the ballot bo>c. The> 
try to efface from the memory of the people the lesson 
of the workmgclass and peasant struggles of the 
Many of them join m the chorus of denunciation ot 
Soviet Union and Peoples China as dictatorships wher^ 
no freedom exists m contrast to the capitalist countr*^® 
They sow hostility between people speaking different 1^ 
guages and divert the democratic movement for lingm* 
tic provinces into disruptive channels In all this the} 
are aided by the nghtwing socialists who have given r 
all pretence to Marxism and present the exploded ^ 
of the bourgeoisie m a new garb in order to deceive 
mislead the masses TTie need for ideological struggle 
therefore greater today than ever before 
But the strengthening of the party and its growth 
not merely an ideological question not merely a quesU 
of equipping our cadres ideologically and of conduct 
ideological struggle among the masses It is also an 
nisational question a question of restoring parly ^ ^ 
and party discipline which were seriously undermined 
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Ihp period before the adoption of the program of the P3rt> 
On the qi](<>tion of organisation also os on the question 
of the importance of ideology urong anti Marxist enli 
proltlanan ideas are pre\alcnt at all levels— ideas tvhich 
Ltnin combated In his celebrated work One Step Fonvard 
Two Steps Hack. 

Part} forms are looked upon by many comrades as 
fcmcthlng mechanical and bureaucratic Anarchistic con 
ctpts ol Innerparty democracy manifest themselves in 
man} units and in an extremel} harmful wa} Many 
comrades regafd their individual mows as more Important 
than the view of the unit to which the} belong and even 
the view of the higher unit and freel> express their differ 
encea outside the unit Some comrades speak in the unit 
only In order to convert others to their own point of 
view and not In order that they themselves may also learn 
and get converted to the point of view of others Some 
comrades if their views arc not accepted b} the unit 
draw the conclusion that the unit is wrong and fail to 
cooperate wholeheartedly in implementation of the majo* 
rity decision. 

In many areas either no reporting is done by higher 
committees to lower committees or reporting is done only 
in general body meetings which become a substitute for 
the basic units of the party Campaigns and struggles are 
not promptly and adequately reviewed, their lessons drawn 
and the party unified from issue^to issue 

In some units past prejudices a legacy of the period of 
Innerparty struggle stand in the vvs} of unified function 
ing prejudices which colour the outlook in determining 
crganisatlonal questions This leads to lowering the quality 
of work. 

Very often there is planIcsTvess in work failure to co’. 
ordinate activities on various fronts the tendency tq 
entrust a few leading comrades with more work than they 
can do the tendency to substitute in practice leadership of 
'Aad/tivbJTjv of. bodbcbtiui). cranxa/ift.i m. 

this way many jobs get ^lone but without developing rank 
d-13 
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and file initiative without developing the party units as 
the real leaders of the masses m the locality, without train 
ing and developing party cadres which is essential in order 
that the party may expand rapidly and grow into a mass 
force 

Therefore together with the task of developing the party 
we have simultaneously to undertake the task of orgamsa 
tional strengthening of the party — organisational checkup 
organisational purification j 

Of all this we have done too bttle till now Hence our 
difficulties Not to see this leads to attempts to discoi'er 
shortcuts Some people argue that if somehow or other 
we could form a united front with other parties in all 
legislatures m the form of a blo^ abandoning the leader 
ship to nominees of other parties if somehow or other, by 
means of this or by means of other tagtics we could orgs 
mse a few effective actions, then the problems confront 
mg us would get solyed They fail to see that such *0^“ 
tions are not solution^ but l^ad to the liquidation of 
party itself Others y^hile they ^Ik of organisation uo 
derstand organisation m a narrow practicalist sensei 
understand the organisational and political problems 
fronting the party in the old way exclusively or mainly as 
a problem of forms ofl^uggle and m practice advocate 
tactics of passivity on the plea Of organisational weaknesses 
Their mental digits their basic outlook, are the same 
Hence while speaking of the need for organisation they 
fail to do anythmg concrete ^ 

a1i these tendencies must be combated and rooted out 
What Lenin taught m his immortal work What Is To 
Done^ and in One Step Fonrard,. Tno Steps Back v^ha 
Stalm teaches on the role and importance of the 
must be made a part of the consciousness of our 
party On this basis on the basis of the History oi 
CPSU (B) on the basis of the works of Comrades 
Tse tUng and Liu Shao chi and the documents of the fr® 
temal parlies on the basis of the lessons of our own w®' 
roent work must be started mside our partj for the 
-education of the entire party, for the liquidation of * 
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bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideas with regard to the 
role and function of the party with regard to organisation, 
and, m beeping with this to change our methods and style 
of work All this must be done with the utmost rapidity 
and while 'intensifying mass work, as emphasised m the 
resolution of the political bureau Struggle for immediate 
demands has assumed exceptional importance and must 
form the pivot o! our mass activities 
We must ensure that all party units discuss not only their 
Immediate tasks but also broad political issues such as the 
peace movement, the manoeuvres of the ruling classes, the 
tactics and slogans of other parties, the question of lan- 
guages and linguistic provinces, the question of the united 
front, etc ^ We have to reintroduce feportmg at all levels 
of the party, from lowerhomnutfees to highef committee* 
and from higher committees to lower committfees We must 
see that each party unit regularly reviews'' its activities/ 
assigns suitable work'for each'co^ade ^chicks up the work 
and Improves its functioning* l>y cnlfcisni and selfcriticism 
We must put an end to the present planlessness in Work, 
an en'd'to the looseness of discipline and to the scant regard 
for party forms ^ * r n t t - -i? 

^ Our journals must not simply be agitators Suf must also 
educate the masses m the spirit of Marxism Lenmism on 
all the problems lacing the people We must take steps 
for party education On a big scale and in every area, make 
education a key Job for ail party units and 'produce suit 
able literature’for the purpose f 
We must fo'how a bold policy of promoting cadres, of 
selecting cadres for the jobs which they can do best, of 
each umt checking up the work done by each of its mem- 
bers, of improving their work and of even "removing from 
leading positions those who prove incapable 'of improve 
ment ^ ^ ^ 

We must activise the entire party and all its units and 
remove those who cannot be activised or refuse to do the 
assigned day to day work ^ , 

What has been said should not be taken to mean that wa 
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have no achievements to our credit The party wouM not 
have been what it is today — a'major force in our country 
— if its history had not been a history of bold leadership of 
mass struggles, of unflinching courage in face of heavy 
odds of determined championship of cause of the peopl® 
The party could not have withstood the fierce onslaught of 
the government and frustrated the attempt to crush it ^ 
its cadres had not been deeply entrenched among ‘f’® 
masses in many areas, had they not won their love and ad 
miration by selfless and hard work. No party in the coun 
try can boast of such cadres as we have ,Our discipline, oiy" 
organisation, our devotion to work are the envy of every 


party. I 

But we cannot afford to ignore the fact that irrespe 
tive of our superiority to the bourgeois and petty bourg^'* 
parties in our own country, our record falls far short 'vhe 
compared to the record of the glorious communist 
of the Soviet Union and China, our achievements are t 
behind the achievements of the communist parties ® 
Prance and Italy Nor can we afford to ignore the fact tha 
an economic and political crisis is rapidly maturmg m h'®* 
that the responsibilities and tasks confronting us today a 
more gigantic and more complex than ever before to 
they will become more complex and more gigantic > 


future ^ 

Also we cannot afford to ignore the fact, as emphasis ^ 
in the central committee’s review of the elections tn 
despite the big headway we have made m the ^ 
period, our position among the working class, among 
agricultural workers and poor peasants — the classes wh' 
constitute the granite foundation cf the proletarian 
—IS still extremely weak, that in the greater part of 
country we have yet to secure a firm foothold that ^ 
in those provinces where we are a major force, our c 
tive strength is still confined to certain districts 
there can be no complacency, no sliding back, no res > 
on our oars On the contrary, our cflorls our vork ^ 
be intensified a hundredfold xn all directions m all a ^ 
and on all fronts And for this, the party itself must 



Seme of Our \tain Uealnenei 


197 


purged of all ucaknesses and reforged in the hre of cri 
licj«m and seUcriticism 

This alone uill enable us to carr> out the rcsponsibih 
tics facing us. 



9. The Exfended Plenum of the Central Commillee 


Tlie extended plenum of the central committee 
in Calcutta from 30 December 1952 to 10 January 1953 
was attended by members of the central committee, 
bers of the central control commission and 61 delegate- 


from the provinces . 

This was the first all India gathering of the central 
ership together with representatives of the provincial 
mittees since the all India party conference held in 
1951 That conference was the first positive step 
takmg the party out of the serious innerparty 
which it found itself smce 1950 Though a big step 
wards unification, that conference had left ’ j 

several pomts of controversy which, it was felt at that ti^ 
could be solved only on the basis of acquiring a 
amount of experience m practical day to day activity 

The plenum was meetmg fourteen months after th* 
India party conference In this period the 
Party had won a leadmg position m the political hf® 
country and had come to be considered by the mas ses 
the spearhead of the democratic opposition to the ConS^ 
The influence of the party had grown steadily among 
sections of people and m all areas The party 
confronted with tasks and responsibilities bigger than 


It had ever faced in its entire history 
These tasks had to be earned out and these 
lities had to be discharged at a time when mass 
to the government and to the reactionary’ vested 
had reached greater heights than at any period since 
at a time when the economic crisis had deepened 
mine and mass unemployment were spreadmg all 
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country at a time when against the machmations of the 
imperialist U'armongers who were striving to spread the 
flames of war, the peoples of the world were holding the 
mightiest rally for peace at the historic conference m 
Vienna 

Some of the developments that had taken place m the 
national arena since the all India party conference were as 
follows 

1 The entire party went into the election campaign 
immediately after the conference Not only party members 
but tens of thousands of supporters and sympathiser^ 
plunged into the election campaign popularising the achi 
evements of the party and its present slogans rall>ing 
millions of people 

The successes of the partj in the elections showed how 
profoundly nustalcen they had been who +iad seen only 
frustration and demoralisation among the people andivho 
had thought that the party had been isolat^ from th« 
masses. > 

2 The manner in'which the Congress manoeuv’red itself 
into ofllce in the states of Travancore Cochm and Madras 
as well as the skilful tactics by which it sought to confuse 
the masses and divide their ranks showed that there was 
no ground whatsoever for the facile assumption that the 
Congress was finished It had still immense‘'influence Im 
mense manoeuvring capacity Advance could be made only 
by rwolute exposure of the Congress resolute struggle 
against Its policies and methods resolute building of po- 
pular unity in action 

3 In order to mamtain itself in power the Congress was 
counting not only on its own influence and its own mano 
euvres but also on the disruptive tactics of the Praja So 
cialist Party Further the Cwgress was being objectively 
helped by the tactics of a number of other parties who 
after the elections adopted a pronouncedly anticommun 
ist stand thereby harming the democratic movement Some 
of these parties even went to the length of Iming op with 
notorious communalists for voicing the demagogic demand 
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of sanctions against Pakistan in an effort to gather sup 
port for themseU es 

4 Despite all this ho\\e\cr the \cr> deepening of the 
economic crisis and the policies of the governmtnt that ac 
centuated the crisis and threw increasing burdens on th^ 
people in order to help the landlords and monopolists were 
rallying increasing sections of people against the govern 
ment and the reactionary vested interests Never since 
August 1947 had there taken place so many mass actions 
never was the urge for fight and for unity expressed m so 
many struggles never was mass unity forged so sponta 
neously wherever effective lead was forthcoming 

5 A characteristic feature of the struggles had been 
that new strata of people and new areas had gone into 
action Even when the plenum was meeting three sign 
ficant struggles w ere gomg on-~the all in struggle of the 
people of Saurashtra against the sales tax measures the 
strike of teachers m the Punjab the strike of policemen at 
Madras No reason existed to think as some people thought 
that after the elections the mass movement had received 
a setback, that reaction had seized the initiative 
6 The agrarian crisis had deepened es never before 
The purchasing power of peasants had fallen catastrophi 
cally Famine conditions were spreadmg from one pro 
Vince to another And on the industrial sector, not only 
the small industries had been ruined but even big indus 
tries were now affected Mass unemployment had becom® 
a common phenomenon. This was the result of the gov 
ernment policy of trade dependence on Britain and Ame 
nca of mflation which enriched the rich and robbed the 
poor of refusal to lighten the burden on the peasantry 
7 Instead of reversing the policies that had led to these 
disastrous results the government was continuing these 
same policies It was movmg tow,ards closer collaboration 
with impenalist powers — now with Britain, now with Ame 

increasing its dependence on them as revealed m the 

agreements with the American imperialists and m the dc 
cisions of the commonwealth conference It was imposing 
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fresh burdens on the people Its five jcar plan was not a 
plan cf national reconstruction but a plan which would 
maintain India s scmicolomal economy intact intensif> the 
agrarian and industrial crisis and impose colossal burdens 
on all sections of people including industrialists and mer 
chants middle classes and artisans It was the monopo 
lists’ way out of the crisis a plan of throwing the consequ 
ences of the crisis on the shoulders of the common people 

8 All these were Intensifying and would intensify still 
further the conflict between the narrow clique of landlords 
and monopolists on the one hand and the mass of people on 
the other it w'as also leading to sharp conflicts inside the 
government circle itself Possibilities were grownng there 
fore, of forging the broadest united front 

9 In face of the attack of the government and the ves 
ted interests, In face of the growing danger to India’s sove 
reignty, the masses were building unity in action — against 
the food policies of the government and for famine relief, 
against unemployment, against rising school and college 
fees, against evictions, for linguistic provinces, etc Orgam 
satlons of workers, peasants, students were reviving m all 
parts of the country 

^ 10 Confronted with popular unity and due to its weak 
cning base, the gov emment had on many occasions been 
compelled to make concessions and beat retreat before the 
people ’The latest example was the declaration about An 
dhra province It was a serious mistake on the part of the 
party not to fully publicise the victories won and use them 
for enthusing the masses for mstillmg confidence in them, 
for demonstrating concretely that popular unity and popu 
lar struggle can hurl back the attack of the vested interests 
and the government 

11 Despite the big advance made in the postelection 
period it was also obvious that on the whole the mass 
movement had still remained wreak and was characterised 
by great unevenness Most of the struggles still remam- 
ed on the sectional plane although possibilities are greater 
than at any tune before of mobilising all sections of peopl“ 
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for support to each action A real national upsurge for full 
freedom and democracy has jet to be developed This has 
not yet happened has not yet been made conscious of its 
leading role and because the party still remains weak, its 
effecti\e strength is still confined to relatively small areas 
even in the states where it is a major force 
12 The developments In India were taking place as an 
integral part of the developments m the international 
arena whose features have been described with masterly 
precision and lucidity by Stalin m his latest work and ela 
borated m the reports of the historic congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. As explained by 
Malenkov, the task of fighting against the warmongers and 
of preserving peace is the key task before the entire pro 
gressive humanity, a task which js inseparably linked with 
the fight for defence and extension of national ircedora 
Itj was under these conditions that the plenum was con- 
vened 


I Preservatios or Pticc , 

The plenum held that the task of fighting for peace is the 
key task before the Communist Party of India no less than 
the communist parties of other countries 
It would be wrong to think that because of the growing 
cnsiS in the capitalist world and because of the growing 
conflict between imperialist powers the danger of a world 
war, the danger of a counterrevolutionary war by impe 
rialist states againsi thb * USSR and peoples democratic 
states has receded The fact is as made clear m Malen 
kov s report that the danger of world war contmues and 
must be fought 

It is also wrong to state as was stated in the Crossroads 
version of the article 'Stalm Illumines the Path by Ajoy 
Ghosh tliat even with imperialism remaining strong world 
war IS ’ fully preventible The term fully preventible ‘ 
can only mean that there can be a guarantee agamst such 
war even if imperialism remams Such a formulation 
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wotild lead to mmumsation of the danger of war and there 
fore minimisation of the importance of the struggle for 
peace 

In order to play its due role In the struggle for peace m 
order to become a bulwark of peace and freedom, India 
must free itselt And freedom means freedom from the 
shackles of British rule A dependent and backward India, 
an India which is Imked with the British empire, can gel 
easily dragged into war It also beojmes an arena of Anglo 
American rivalry both of whom want to keep India back- 
ward and dependent Hence It is necessary to mtensify the 
struggle for severance of Imks with the commonwealth and 
for confiscation of British capital These must no longer 
remain abstract and general slogans but must be vigorously 
popularised and concretised in each area m relation to spe 
cihc industries Quit commonwealth must be made a key 
slogan in political demonstrations Also more opposition 
must be roused against participation in convnonHeaJth con 
ferences, the forthcoming coronation, ruination of India’s 
industries by British unports, etc All this helps the cause 
of peace - w ^ J ^ 

At the same time it is wrong to thuik that by doing this 
alone we make our contribution to the cause of world 
peace Such an understanding amounts to repudiation of 
the peace movement itself. Quit commonwealth cannot be 
the key slogan of the peace movement even in India ITie 
key slogans of the peace movement are fi%e*power peace 
pact, ceasation of war m Korea etc We have also to take 
up such specific questions as recruitment of gurkha troops 
on Indian soil, transit facilities to them and use of Indian 
aerodromes and ports by French imperialists for war in 
Vietnam r < I, 

^It must not be forgotten that the main instigator and 
organiser of world war Is American imperialism, that this 
imperialism is not only threatenmg war agamst the So\iet 
Union and democratic states not only enslaving one coun 
try after another but Is also penetrating into our oivn coun- 
try, striving to convert India Into a war base and threaten 
mg our national sovereignty Hence the struggle for peace 
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as well as the struggle for defence of national soA-erelgntv 
demands vigorous exposure of and determined opposition 
to American penetration into our countrj This struggle 
has to lie waged here and now not after we ha\e iSquida 
ted British rule 

In recent months the peace mo%ement has made big ad 
vances and has secured the support of people from man> 
walks of life It should be noted however, that parts 
units and mass organisations have done very little m the 
struggle for peace They have not gone into action even 
on such issues as germ war m Korea massacre of war pr 
seners This is the key reason why the peace movement 
has remained weak. This must be remedied unmediatelj 

Z. Ivto-Sovrrr a.vo ImwvCui'.a r*tnsi>smr 

Inseparablj connected with the tasks of preserving w-orld 
peace Is the task of ceaselessly working for the forgmg of 
fraternal relations and close contact between the Indian 
people on the one hand and the peoples of the Soviet 
Union China and ether socialist and peoples democratic 
states on the other For one of the mam instruments of 
the warmongers In their aggressive designs of drawing the 
Indian people into the aggressive bloc is to spread lies 
and slanders against these socialist and peoples democratic 
state* It Is therefore the task of the Communist Party 
and other democratic parties in India to consciously 
organise a broad movement for popularising the achievre 
ments of the socialist and people s democratic states as well 
as their peaceful intentions Further strengthening of 
the Indo Soviet Cultural Association, India China Fn 
endship Association, etc. through the formation of the 
units of these organisations m factories villages towns 
etc. IS therefore of urgent importance 

5 fos Foes? FA>irfS fkSZJEF 

Jndia ts today faced with an acute crisis of the produc 
lion and distribution of food Chronic famine has seized 



tiunjfj rifnum n’ CeniraJ CommUtte 


205 


\a^t areas of the land, tons of thousands of pcopk are 
unable lo purchase rations escn at the scry low quantuin 
that u offered in ration shops It is therefore the task of 
the Communist Party together uilh other democratic 
parties and elemtnts to organise a broad mosement for 
the 'tcuring of an adequate quantity of foodgrains at 
prices that arc isithm the reach of the common people, 
the party should come out unth the demand that the gov • 
emment should make proper arrangements to see that food 
grains are supplied to alt sections of the people at rates that 
are uithln their reach, in the case of those areas and regions 
where famine has reached menacing proportions, the gov- 
ernment should be asked to give free rations to the people 
It should be borne in mind that the struggle against famine, 
the struggle for adequate food at fair prices has become a 
struggle of all national importance 


4 UacrvT Rrurj- roa pLAsiNmy 

As part and parcel of (he struggle for food and against 
famine should also be launched struggles for urgent relief 
to the peasantry from the exorbitant burdens that have 
been imposed on them by w»y of rent, interest and taxes 
For at the root of the present crisis in food production 
lies the fact that the overwhelming majority of peasants 
arc so rackrented. so overburdened wnth debts and 
taxes that they cannot afford to carry on profitable culti- 
vation It IS to cover up this crucial factor m the agra- 
rian situation that the Congress is indulguig in the dema- 
gogic talks of 'abolition of landlordism' and gigantic plans 
of increasing agricultural production The only effective 
answer to this demagogic talk indulged in by the Congress 
IS to mobilise the entire peasantry for stoppage of evic 
tlons, drastic reduction in renl. reduction in the interest 
and tax burdens and other forms of urgent relief for the 
peasantry : 
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5. FOR employment, against Wagecots 

The party should also launch a mass campaign against 
the growing imemployment and against the efforts of the 
employers to transfer the burdens of the crisis on the 
shoulders of the workers For the intense crisis that has 
already affected all the small and medium industries and 
has started affectmg the big organUed industries as well. U 
as menacing a factor in the country’s present economic 
situation as the crisis in agriculture and food production. 
■While it is a crisis affecting the industnes as a whole and 
where therefore the employers are as much interested Ln 
solvmg the crisis as the employees, the employers -are 
averse to adopt a policy of demandmg those urgent steps 
which alone will save the industry; their- effort'- on the 
other hand is to see that their own skin is "somehow saved 
by resorting to a policy of wagecuts, mcreasing workload 
and ether forms of attacking the workers. The party will, 
therefore, have to come'out'both as a’ champion of the 
defence of the interests of the employees as well as the 
fighter m the cause of protecting the national mdustrles^ 
This it can do only if U combines the struggle against to- 
trenchment, wagecut, Increase in workload and other forms 
of attack on the working class with a nationwide-cam- 
paign for the reversal of the present polley’of the govern- 
ment of helping the foreign imperialists and Indian mono 
polists and ruming the medium and small • industrialisU.- 
The entire workingdass has to be mobilised not only in 
defence of its own specific interests, but also in defenc- 
of the interests of the industry as a whole. ’ ' ' 

6 EXPOSURE OF THE GOVERNMENT’S FIVE-YEAR PLAN 

The struggle for food, famine relief, agrarian refonns 
and unemployment is inseparably connected with the task 
of exposing the government’s five-year plan as the Indian 
monopolists’ -way out of the crisis, a way of solving the 
crisis at the expense of the srorkers, peasants, petty hour- 
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Beoisie traders, industrialists etc A sharp struggle 
should be -ft-aged against the idea sought to be spread 
among the people that this plan will soh’e the food short 
age and that it wll pa\e the uay for the further indus 
trialisatlon of the country people should be made aware 
of the reality that far from solving the plan will inten 
fiify the food crisis that far from facilitating the plan 
v-il] put obstacles in the waj of industrialisation. 

In carrying on this campaign of exposing the plan care 
should of course be taken to see that it does not become 
abstract or negatii-'e such specific projects as help the 
people In a particular area (like irrigation projects) should 
be taken full advantage of demands for the inclusion of 
such projects In the plan (as Koyna Nandi Konda Ganga 
barrage etc.) should be supported corruption nepotism 
etc. in the implementation of these projects should be 
exposed and sought to be removed 

While doing all this however It should never be for 
gotten that the plan as a whole- is an antipeople monopo 
lists plan and that mobilising the people against this plan 
IS part and parcel of the struggle for food famine rehei 
agrarian reform and emplo>ment 


7 For Ivuo-Par I *rEM»uir 

A vital question that Is of great importance in the strug 
gle for food and for employment Is the campaign for fre^* 
and equal trade relations with Pakistan For the partition 
of India into the Indian Union and Pakistan the prolonged 
stale of tension between the two new states the reduction 
in the mutual exchange of Indian and Pakistani products 
to the mutual Interests of the peoples of both of these 
stales — these are some of the very important factors which 
have led to the intensification of the agricultural and in 
dustrial crises of the two countries These factors which 
lie behind the present ‘hortage of foodgrains and raw 
materials in India ere sought to be further intensified by 
the slogan of economic sanctions against Pakistan advo 
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cated by reactionary communal interests A systematic 
campaign against this slogan and for the improvement m 
the economic relations between the two states is there 
fore of the utmost importance 

8 roRiUTiON OF Linguistic States 

The go\emment of India’s recent declaration jegardmg 
the formation of Anthra state is one of the sigmficant 
victories of the democratic movement durmg the post 
election period It shows the great possibilities that have 
been opened out for the attamment of the long cherished 
goal of the peoples of \'anous bngmstic areas for the for 
mation of their respective linguistic states It has en 
couraged the peoples of these and other areas to further 
strengthen their movement for the formation of linguis- 
tic states The party should come out wholeheartedly m 
support of this demand and strive to mahe it as irresi 
stible as was the Andhra movement 

9 OruEt Tasks 

Apart from the above tasks of mtemalional and nation 
al importance, the party has also to seriously take up such 
questions as the demands of the refugees, those of sche 
duled castes and other oppressed minorities etc. For these 
are the sections of the people which the reactionaries of 
all sorts (includmg the Congress and its government) are 
strivmg to make use of in their disruptive game of divid 
mg the democratic movement Hence the party together 
with other left and democratic parties and elements should 
take the initiative in winning the'e sections of the people 
away from the reactionary communal leadership and to 
draw them mto the democratic movements 
The party should also take up such questions as the ds 
fence of awl liberties not only should be introduction or 
new repressive legislation be opposed, but a broad cam 
paign should be buiU up for the withdrawal of the 
already existing repressive legislations. 
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Tl 0 party should furthermore take fuH and efleclive 
part in all actuilics of an amclioratue or social service 
character For those are the activities through which thou 
sands of people who ore anxious to servo the masses can 
be drawn mto the democratic movement. These are some 
of the mast tffcctivt. vehicles through which a sense of 
selfconfidcnce can be created m the common people 


10 RioRCVMSVIIOS VND SlKi\CTilL.MNC OF TIIE rvUTV 

None of the above tasks can however be fulfilled jf the 
partj Itself is not properly organised. The tasks of ideo 
logically tempering and steeling every single party mem 
ber and sympathiser the tasks of restoring and further 
strengthening of the seme cf organisational unity and iron 
discipline of the party is the key task. Furthermore it is 
a task which should be taken up as an independent task 
not *1 a task which will come by itself Indifference to 
this task will cost the party and the democratic move 
reent diar Attention of comrades is draum m this con 
nection to the article Some of Our Main Weaknesses 

It is necessary here to dispose of an argument usually 
advanced against the immediate taking up of this task. It 
IS argued in certain circles that this task cannot be under 
taken at present because the party is not yet completely 
unified politically The fact Is that already sufficient basis 
for political unification of the party has been availed in 
the documents of the central committee and m the policy 
articles which have appeared In the LPPD ISew Timej 
Cro«'roads and New Age The task is to carry forward 
this unification. Failure to see this would mean that unless 
and until ev ery minute detail of day to-day tactics is 
worked out to the satisfaction of every single party mem 
ber individual party members should be completely free 
to speak and act as they like — the principle which has 
nothing to do with the Lenin Stalin principle of party 
organisation For as Lenin and Stalin have repeatedly 
made jj clear the struggle for a correct political and tacti 
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cal line is itself to be carried within the framework of a 
well-organised, disciplined party organisation. 

This task of restoring and further strengthening the 
unity and discipline of the party is inseparably connected 
with a systematic and principled innerparty struggle, strug- 
gle against wrong ideologies, incorrect tactics and nonpro- 
letanan forms of organisation and personal behaviour. It 
should never be forgotten that real and lasting unity of 
the party can be brought about, real proletanan discipline 
enforced, only on the basis of sj'stematic and principled 
innerparty struggle, which, as Stahn has emphasised again 
and again, is the basic law of development of the commu- 
nist party 

Extremely important in this connection is the need for the 
conscious development of the process of criticism and self- 
criticism, particularly criticism from below. Heavy respon- 
sibility lies in this connection on the shoulders of party 
leadership at all levels, above all of the central leadership 
of the party, in consciously organising systematic criticism 
and selfcritidsm. Not only should the ranks be formally 
allowed to express their opinions, not only should they be 
encouraged to freely and fearlessly express their views, 
suggestions, complaints and criticisms; the leadership 
should also take careful note of every such view, sugges- 
tion, complaint and criticism made by the ranks and make 
use of them m improving the policy, tactics and style of 
work of the leadership 



10 Poltlicat Ke^olulion 


1 In tlie first week of October 1DS2 appeared J V Sta 
lin's classical \vork Economic Problems of Socialism in the 
USSn, a wurk uhich armed the international workingclass 
mo\emenl with a clear understanding of the world situa 
ticn of the basic laws operating in socialist and presentday 
capitalist societies of the tasks ahead and of the way these 
tasks are to be carried out Events that have taken place 
since then have brtlliantl> confirmed the analysis made m 
this work and In the documents of the nineteenth congress 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union guided by 
and based on this work 

2 Tlie unity of the socialist world has been further 
consolidated, its might has further increased further ad 
Nance has been made along the path to cornmunism in the 
USSR The worldwide mourning on the occasion of the 
sad death of Stalin— the brilliant continuer of the work of 
Marx, Engels and Lenin and leader of progressive man 
kind — was, at the same time, a most imprc'slvc demonstra 
tion of the solidarity of the socialist and democratic forces 
their determination to strengthen the battle for socialism 
democTac> and peace their determination to carry out th^ 
behest of their departed leader 

The deepening crisis of the capitalist system finds direct 
expression in declining production even in America and 
Britain and in dtcline In volume of international trade 
Inside the imperialist comp conflicts and contradictions 


Thi< resolution wis udopted by the central commillce of the Com 
munist Party of Iniln in its mceliRg of March 1953 in ihe light of 
Che di'.cuision in ihe extended pknum held nt Oikutn in December 
and in ihe Iighl of further discussion in the central commiilee 
It IS In be mide the bisis for immediate work and for discussion St 
ific forthcoming pirty confercncev’i-sfK Aw 
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have sharpened still further — as revealed m the inability 
of the American imperialists to make the bourgeois govern 
mcnts of Europe accept all their terms for the formation of 
a European armj m the British commonwealth confer 
enee and its appeal to America to reduce tariffs, in the ex 
elusion of Britain from the America New Zealand Austra 
ha talks A number of dependent semicolonial countries 
which m the past obediently carried out the orders of the 
American imperialists are now, under the pressure of 
masses and in face of growing economic political difBcul 
ties showing signs of resistance The trade agreement be 
tween Cejlon and China between Egypt and the socialist 
countries the nationalisation of im mmes by the Bolivian 
government the measures taken by Burma against the 
Kuomintang bandits the refusal of Iron to yield to 
threats are some indications of the change that is taking 
place Nehru s concern at the attempt to include Pakistan 
m the MEDO his condemnation of the NATO are also sig 
ssificant pointers 

3 The liberation movement of the enslaved peoples ha^ 
recorded new victories as m Vietnam, has extended and 
deepened and is slnkmg heavy blows at the entire colonial 
system. The struggle intensifies m Algeria Tunisia and Mo 
rocco AU efforts on the part of the British, to crush th'* 
struggle of the people of Kenya have failed Malaya con 
tinues to defy the British The fight for human rights con 
tmues an South Africa The struggle against colomal op- 
pression rapidly spreads embraces all progress ve sections 
of the colonial peoples increasingly assumes the character 
of war of national liberation in several countries with the 
communist parties playing a growingly important role The 
struggle gets more and more cl<^ly Imked wnth the world 
struggle for democracy and peace *1116 rapid advance of 
China ui every sphere exercises profoimd influence over 
cnun-tt'PS of Asia and Africa over the entire colonial 
world 

4 The immense successes registered by the world 
peace movement its ever broadening sweep were demon 
strated in the Peking conference and in the congress of the 
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peoples for peace held at Vienna the most representative of 
all peace conferences ever held uhose declarations embody 
ing the vvorldunde aspiration of peace arc finding increasing 
support from all strata of people in all countries includmg 
India where the peace movement has made significant ad 
vance in recent months and ts being joined by people be 
longing to all political parties and to all walks of life The 
tmfversal condemnation of the American move to use the 
Kuonvintang troops for attack on People s China shoAs that 
not merely the broad masses but even a number of hour 
geoh governments view with apprehension measures cal 
culatcd to extend the flames of war The bold and concrete 
proposal made by premier Chou En lai to end the war in 
Korea has ovok^ such unwrrsal response that even the 
American imperialists who only a few weeks ago talked 
about making Asians fight Asians have had to reckon wnth 
It and reopen negotiations 

5 All this of course does not mean that the dnve to 
wards war has already been halted or the war plans have 
been given up On the contrary that drive continues those 
plans continue to operate— ®s seen in the attempt to inten 
sify the embargo on trade with China the increa«cd Arne 
rican aid to the French imperialists m Vietnam the ruth 
less measures of the British In Kenya the pressure by 
America on European countries to speed up their defence 
preparations the provocative acts by British and American 
air forces over Democratic Germany and Czechoslovakia 
the American attempt to frighten peaceloving people by 
successive atom bomb explosions etc The war danger *s 
still great and the struggle for peace continues to be the 
key task, a task that has to be continued with even greater 
vigour For it must not bo forgotten that the crisis of im 
pcriallsm is getting deeper the fiasco of their policies is 
making the imperialists more desperate and attempts to 
solve the crisis by means of war will be intensified At the 
same time the fact must be noted that the difficulties m the 
path of imperialists have increased the contradictions in 
their camp have sharpened the dependent countries show 
more and more resistance the colonial liberation move 
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ment has 'pread and become ’stronger ih** fight for peace 
has v/on the support of immense seclion*^ — all of \%hich in 
crease the pcs'ibihty of maintaining peace increase th^ 
possibllitj of ending the lAar in Korea increa'e the possibi 
litj of guing the peace mo\ement a still broader sweep of 
isolating the most ad\enturist elements m the imptnahst 
camp and of foiling their plans 

G The cessation of uar in Korea the banning of atomic 
weapons and germ warfare the conclusion of a pact o' 
peace between the great powers will immediately lead to 
the easing of international tension the utilisation of world 
re ources for peaceful purposes and the development of 
world trade This will help all peoples including the 
Indian people to rebuild their cccnomv U tviU lead to a 
steady fall m the prices of neccs*^it ■'% of life and b** a big 
step to arJs mitigating the pfescnl <iiualion of starvation 
high prices and scarcity 

7 India s struggle for peace is inseparably linked "dh 
the struggle for India s full and unfettered national free 
dom which means first and foremost freedom from control 
of the British who continue to be the dominant impcnalis 
pov er in India Only as a fully independent country can 
India make effective contribution to the cause of w odd peace 
and act as a bulwark of freedom and democracy India s 
continued membership of the British commonwealth th** 
holding of key positions in India s armed forces by British 
offeers and advisers India s participation m the soc-illed 
defence deliberations the granting of training and transi*’ 
facilities on Indian 'Oil for gurkha soldiers recruited by th’ 
British — all these not merely constitute mfnngement of 
our national sovereignty and restrictions on It, but also a 
grave danger to peace Britain is hot merely an imperial 
ist power* Britain is also the partner of American imperial 
ism in the aggressive North Atlantic Bloc and is itself w ag 
ing w ar against the Malayan and African peoples. Further 
British control over India s economy keeping It backward 
and dependent facilitates the penetration of American im 
penalism mto India converts India into an arena for the 
conflicts of the imperialist powers and enhances the danger 
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of InJia s U-inK draRt;«ti into war. JIcnco it is essential ty 
intensify the siruRglc for a break with the commonwealth, 
for the expulsion of British officers and 'advisers’ from the 
Indian armv. for liquiflation of alt sestiges of British con- 
trol <ncr our economy through the a)nlL*cation of British 
copitol While carrying on general campaigns on these 
issues each concrete manifi station of subservience to onJ 
link up with the British must ly erposi'd and people rallie*! 
against it Tht forthcoming coronation of the British queen 
IS an occasion when mass oppjsilion must be organised 
against India's participation 

6 Uliile waging this struggle against British imperial 
urn and ns an insepirable part of the fight for peace an ] 
defence of national sovereignty, India must also resist th 
rapid penetration of American imp<ria1ism that is taking 
place In various spheres Aspiring to secure world domi 
nation by unleashing a wrrld war. the American imperial* 
Mt» arc slriving to bring the govcmmtnt of Jndia unde- 
their control by means of 'aids' and agreements and arc 
also linking thvmsclves up with extreme reactionary ele 
mtnls and with righlwmg soaolist leaders They are buy 
ing over corrupt politicians. st*cunng control over a num 
her of newspapers, poboning the cultural life with dec" 
dent literature and films They are carrying on a virulent 
campaign of Iks and slanJirs agiin<l the USSR, New 
China and peoples democratic countries through agencies 
like the 'democratic research sirvicc* and 'fnedom of Asa' 
'Odctics Tlity arc also penetrating into some vital sectors 
of Indias tcunomj like oil and ore Irving to get a foothold 
in strategic industries A largi* number of American spe 
cialists hav-e been importwl although there is no dearth of 
suitable Indians for the work They have even been gran 
ted diplomatic immunity and arc paid huge salaries 
vigorous campaign of exposure against all this, as well as 
Bgain't the Jmporiatlon of American agents in the garb of 
'experts’, has to be carried on , 

9 The struggle for peace has to be directly linked with 
the democratic and anti imperialist traditions of our na- 
tional movement— which expressed themselves m the stand 
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taken by us on the issue of fasnst aggression in Abjssmia, 
Spam and China — with the demand that the policy of the 
government of India today must be the continuation of that 
policj* We have yet to undertake a concrete an 1 thorough 
exposure of the policy of the government of India in rela 
tion to the war In Korea Immediate and broadest mass 
mobilisation is needed behind the demand that the India 
government must give full support to premier Chou En 
lai’s proposal It must be clearly recognised that it is not 
enough to rouse the people against those moves of the im 
perialists which threaten to extend the war As long as 
the war m Korea contmues the danger of extension of th" 
;var, the danger of the world being taken by surprise and 
plunged into war, will remain Hence the need to rall> 
the people behmd the slogan that the government of India 
must demand immediate cessation of the war m Korea 
Equally important is the task of rallying the people for the 
demand to stop transit facilities to the British and the 
French m their predatory war against the Malayan and 
Vietnamese people 

The vicious propaganda carried on against the Soviet 
Union and China by imperialist agents and nghtwing so 
cialists must be combated a powerful movement built for 
friendship with these countnes The spontaneous homage 
paid to Stalin by all sections of the people in India shows 
the volume of sentiment of friendship with the USSR that 
exists in our country — a sentiment which is a powerful 
asset in the struggle for peace and democracy The tribu 
tes paid by delegates who visited the USSR and China also 
show the immense possibilities that exist of broad mobih 
sation and consolidation of the friendly sentiment of the 
Indian people for the new world agamst which the impe 
nalists are striving to unleash war 

10 An integral part of the struggle for peace, as well 
as for national independence and national sovereigntj is 
the struggle for the development of trade relations with 
socialist and democratic coimtries The onesided trade of 
India its linkup wth the crisis ndden economy of Britain 
and America the unequivalent trade imposed on India by 
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these countries are leading to the deepening of the cnsi^ 
of Indian economy, failure lo get the much needed capital 
goods and perpetuation of our colonial conditions The 
government of India hypocnUcall> declares that it has no 
objections to the development of trade with the USSR and 
China, but that it is for individual businessmen lo establish 
such relations The fact, however, is that no largcscale 
development of trade between India on the one hand and 
the socialist and peoples democratic countries on the other 
is possible unless trade agreement is arrived at a govern 
mentat level This is precisely the kind of agreement that 
was reached between PeoplesChina and Ce>lon — an agree 
ment which has been of immense benefit to the Ceylonese 
people This agreement resulting from the v isit to Peking 
of a trade mission, headed by the trade minister for Ceylon, 
enabled Ceylon to procure rice from China and sell rubber 
to China on mutually advantageous terms Hence it is ne 
ccssary to give wider publicity to the trade agreement be 
tween Ceylon and China, to explain how the agreement 
came about, the role played by mass organisations and the 
common people in this 

11 With the deepening of the world capitalist crisis and 
the shrinking of the capitalist world market, the exploita 
tion of colonial and dependent countries by imperialists has 
been intensified and they have become arenas of sharp con 
flicts among the imperialist powers, above all, between Bn 
tain and America India, where British imperialism conti 
nucs to hold a dominant position and where American impe 
rialism is effecting fast penetration, is one of the mam arenas 
of this conflict 

12 As a result of Indias trade and economy being linked 
with imperialist powers who are interested m keeping it 
backward and dependent India is ruthlessly robbed and 
plundered Through Bntish mv^lment in key sectors of 
India s economy, through British control over exchange 
banks insurance and shipping companies through imperial 
preference and India's membership of the sterling bloc, Bn 
tain continues to dram away the wealth of India The w'ca 
pon of unequivalent trade IS -wielded both by Britain and 
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Amenca to further impovcnsb the Indjan people dcn> them 
capital goods and rum Iheir industries The steep fall n 
the prices of commodities which India exports wnthout a 
corre3p''nding fall in the prices o' commodities that it has 
to import from Britain and Amenca has accelerated this 
process has ruined a asl masses of people especialU the 
primarj producers the peasants. Huge quantities of raw 
materials hav-e to exported at ruinous prices to meet the 
irterc^t and profit charges of British cap tal in India to pa 
for the food imports from Amenca to pa> for militarv 
equipment rolling stock and olh-'- goods which India has to 
Lux Th.s is leading to an eve' widening gap between ex 
ports and imports squandenng of the sterbng remarces and 
increas ng dependence cn foreign powers. The en ire eco 
nom\ is cr&ckmg up. 

13 India® mam export eommooities— jute and tea— are 
faang a catastrophic situation The pnee of raw jute ha> 
fallen 'leeplj hitting the peasants The deepening crisis m 
cap tal«t coiailrses and India® tie up i iih their e'xsno'nv 
have led to the «ealmg of part of jule looms reduction of 
hoi^s in th“ jute milJs, and closure of a larg* number o‘ 
tea gardens Th“ British who domma e th‘=-'e mdurtn's. 
are tr^ mg to eol\ e the ctsis at the cost of the workers 

l-i Cns s maniferts ilsel' not m thf« industries alone 
but in prart callN eserx jiduslrv — e'fpecially industries 
prco-cmg consumers goods which consatute th“ bulk 
our Industrie*! All these vears the India goreminsnt, 
co’'trciled landlords ard mcnopohsls coUabo’akrg with 
impenal—m, argued that the crisis o' India s econcmv was 
a crii^s of underpnduction that there was scara*\ be 
cause ther“ were not enough goods the war to India® 
p-o'p^ntv la\ through hard“r wo k that what wer" 
re^rded w“re not b^iss** *«cusl liianges bat mexe sustained 
laNj- Produce o pe»i-h was their '^lo^’an. Ml these 
i"\'lh« a’‘e beaig exploded br hard reakt\ hardloom 

ina-s wtucb produced orer one-tlud o th'‘ doth cor 
m tius countrr and wmrti *-pported n^arlj 10 md 
koa people is facing extinckon because it la enable to 
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dispose of the cloth that has b(«cn produced. The large 
'cile textile industrj, which maintained itself b% the ruina 
lion of th( handloom industry and by huge exports whOj« 
producticn has not reached e\*en the 1938 figure is a reads 
facing diflicultiis dui to the accumulation of stocks Th s 
is happening when the per c-ipita consumption of cloth 
stands at Ic«s than 10 yards as against o\er 16 jards In 
1938 In rlher words long before c%en the 1938 level of 
consumption has been reached symptoms of a crisis of 
overproduction arc visible Same is the situation in 
sugar fiotwnr coir enginienng and manv other large 
and small industries 

15 Mass uncmploymtnt is b coming the characteristic 
ftalure in all industrial centrts afTecting not onlj the m 
duslnal workers but also middlcela.« cmplo>ee5 The 
British and Indian monopolists are resortingito restriction 
of provlucticn In enter to maintain hiph prices mcrcased 
wtirkload and rationahsaticn forced leave and shorter 
hours lockout and retrenchment The attack on the work 
Ing class has been intcn<ilicd The government has com® 
to the rescue of big busmo«s b> heavy reduction of export 
duty direct subsidy of Its 4} crorv out of stale exchequer 
to the sugar magnates reduction In the price of sugarcane 
It has abolished the food «tib<idy withdrawn cheap food 
grain concession to tea garden workers end resorted to 
drastic curtailment of credit facilities during the busy 
sca»cn to bring dowm prices of raw materials It has ro 
fused to promote a price policy which would enable the 
poop o to bu> manufactured articles at cheiper rates It 
has even refused to take measures to prevent Joreign mo 
nopotists who have invested capital in India from compel 
mg with and killmg Indian industries It has permitted 
free flow of foreign goods which are ruining many Indian 
industries All this further deepens and intensifies the 
crisis 

16 At the root of the crisis of overproduction Ins 
the catastrophic crisis in cur agrarian economy The pro 
duciion Di looagTams p»i 

mg to the report of the planning commission itself Famine 



220 


Documents of the History of the CPI 


conditions have become chronic m many parts of the 
country Scarcity conditions prevail m vast areas With 
prices of commeraal crops having fallen steeply, with 
subsidiary industries like handlooms having been ruined, 
the distress of the peasant masses has intensified Indebt 
edness of the peasants has mcreased to colossal proper 
tions Tens of thousands of peasants have sold away and are 
selling away their land, their cattle and all their belong- 
mgs at incredibly low prices due to scarcity and famine 
conditions Their properties are passing mto the hands of 
rapacious landlords and moneylenders On top of this the 
government m many states resorts to coercive measures 
and sells away by auction the lands of the peasants who 
are unable to pay arrears of land revenue and debts 
The crisis in agriculture is also seen m the huge accu 
mulation of stocks of fertilisers with the state and central 
governments because the pauperised peasant masses are 
unable to buy and use them. This is leading to further 
stagnation and declme of agnculture 
All this has meant a rapid shrmkmg of the home market 
and the complete collapse of the market m many areas 
The fact that food pnees continue to remain high due to 
shortage of production, the fact that the mass of the peo 
pie have to spend the bulk of their income to purchase* 
food, the fact that the prices of manufactured articles are 
kept at a high level — all these further mtensify the ensts 
The agrarian crisis has grown mto a national crisis 
It has meant shortage of food for the nation, short 
age of raw material for the industries, widemng gap be 
tw’een exports and imports, mcreased dependence on for 
eign powers and increased threat to our national freedom 
and sovereignty It has facilitated the penetration of 
aggressive imperialist powers into our country 

17 Thi«, at the end of the six years of congress rule, 
the country faces a situation as serious as ever m its his 
tory This situation is the direct result of the pobaes of 
the Nehru Government— of its refusal to break with the 
British commonwealth and confiscate Bnti«h capital, of its 
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refusal to undertake basic agrarian reform The much 
boosted five year plan which is being implemented by the 
government does not mean a reversal of these policies It 
IS a continuation of those very policies and an effort to 
solve the crisis at the cost of the people and m the inter 
est of foreign imperialists, Indian monopolists collaborat 
mg with them and landlords 
18 Refusal to mobilise India’s resources in money, 
which have accumulated and are accumulating m the hands 
of the prmces landlords and monopolists refusal to stop 
the dram of India’s wealth by the imperialists by means 
of imequivalent trade and export of huge profits of Bn 
tish capital invested in India, have made it impossible to 
undertake really big plans for the rapid development of 
India s mdustry, and agriculture, so very urgently needed to 
overcome centuries of backwardness and arrested deye 
lopment. and fight poverty, unemployment and famme 
The demagogic claim that the five>year plan seeks to 
create a firm basis for India's economic development by 
first concentrating on the improvement of agriculture i<> 
belied by the last tu'o years of its operation The plan 
refuses to make fundamental democratic transformations 
in land relations, which alone will smash the fetters on 
agricultural production and release the crpative energies 
of India’s milbons of peasants The land policies advocated 
in the plan will lead and are leading to largescale evictions 
of peasants from their lands All these vnll accelerate the 
pauperisation of the peasantry The plan provides for 
the continuation and execution of new irrigation projects 
which had already been undertaken by the state govern 
ments as part of the postwar reconstruction schemes plan 
ned by the Bntish imperialists Even those projects in 
the plan which taken by themselves are useful are prov 
mg so costly to build thanks to bureaucratic inefficiency 
and rampant corruption thanks to the employment of a 
large number of costly American 'experts and refusal to 
utilise and encourage the talents of Indian engineers and 
technicians, that the bulk of the people will not be bene 
filed from them. 
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The plan leaves the entire field of industrial tIc' clop 
ment to private capital Bui just because it not onl^ fails 
to solve the problem of the internal market but actually 
intensifies it and also because of its abject dependence on 
British and Amencan imperialism for capital goods there 
cannot be any real industrialisation On the other hand 
as the experience of the last two years of the working of 
the plan has clearly demonstrated these policies cannot 
even prevent the stagnation and underutilisation of exist 
ing production capacity and save the existing industries 
frcm collapse Under the plan the imperialists and mono 
polists are free to intensify their attacks on the workers 
and cur people and other Industrialists They are free 
to continue to make huge profits by the systematic loot of 
the entire people and to mount alticks on the wtirkers bv 
freezing wages dearness allowance and bonus by rahona 
bsation and other methods of intensification of labour 
Above all the financing of the plan is to be done by 
increased taxation on the common people by foreign bor 
rowing and by deficit finanang All this would lead to 
mcrea«ing burdens on the common people and to increas 
ed grip of the foreign imperialists and Indian monopolists 
cn India s economy 

In a number of states even the execution of the rehemes 
already undertaken has come up against the wall of lack 
of finances and work on many schemes has been slowed 
down, and many more minor irrigation schemes have been 
altogether abandoned The crisis reflects itself in the 
budgets of the stales and the centre which have already 
become deficit- It reflects itself m the steep fall in the 
passenger and goods traffic eammgs in the railways as a 
result of which even the program of rehabilitation of th** 
railways to a level that the existing volume of passenge- 
and goods traffic can be effectively served is b“ing given up 
19 In every sphere the government contmues the reac 
tionarj policies of the past It refuses to abolish the pnn 
cely states and reconstitute the provinces on the bnguistic 
basis on the false plea that this will lead to the breakup 
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of the unity of the country. It refuses to concede the 
demand of part 'C slates for representative go%'ernment. 
It increases the cost of education compelling many stud 
enls to discontinue studies and making it impossible for 
the poorer classes to reccnc education It permits foreign 
concerns in India to discriminate against the Indian per- 
sonnel and treit them as inferiors in relation to whites It 
postpones enactment of the Hindu ctxle bill It spends 
colossal sums for the military and police and giws repeat 
«1 concessions to big business but has no money for the 
upliftment of the pt.ople It imposes new burdens on the 
people on the pica of (inancmg its plans and projects It 
reenacts the security measures in the teeth of popular 
opposition and wants to set up as in Bengal, special tn 
bunals to try political cases. It resorts to ruthless terror 
to suppress the people whcne\-er all other melhocls fail 
and the masses refuse to lake the new burdens Ijingdown 
20 Against these policies and methods of the go\cm 
ment. against (he grounng offensive of landlords and mono 
polists, against the attempt to shift the burden of the crisis 
On the people, mass reslstonce has groivn rapidly during the 
last one year Innumerable struggles and mass actions ha%’c 
taken place In this period— greater in %*o!umo and intensity 
than at any time since August 1947. Actions have taken 
place not merely on economic Issues and agamsutax bur- 
dens. but also for civil liberties for linguistic provinces, for 
cheap education, etc The participants in the struggles 
ha\c been not merely workers and peasants, but also stud 
ents, teachers, patwans, sweepers, go\ernmont employees, 
polictmcn. merchants imiustnalists etc Further, strug 
gles are breaking out even In areas like Saurashtra where 
the democratic movement has hitherto been weak Almost 
In every struggle broad popular sj-mpathy was revealed 
Workmgclass struggles have not only been numerous but 
in many of them workers following different tradeunions 
stood together and fought together The unemployed 
vvwkers’ immense demonstration at Calcutta rallied work- 
W’, vmOiias- orgmxsatilna*! axul was. supporieJ 

by all sections of people Dc^gedly fought peasant actions 
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have taken place in severtl provinces together with mass 
demonstrations of peasants m cities. Mass organisations of 
workers, peasants, students are growing all over the coun 
try and united factory committees have been formed m 
several places Popular urge for unity is alsd expressed in 
umted famine rehef committees In Bengal the opposition 
parties have organised a number of jomt demonstration;. 
Popular opposition to the government expresses itself in the 
speeches of communist and democratic deputies in the legi 
slatures, where even many congressmen have started takmg 
a cntical attitude towards several of the measures of the 
government 

21 A specific character of the struggles today is not 
merely that they are the result of worsemng condition of 
the life of the people but that they are taking place m the 
background of growing isolation of the Congress, its rapidly 
weakening mass influence Vast numbers of those who 
hitherto followed the Congress e\ince sympathy ^ for the 
struggles and even directly participate m them as in the 
linguistic province movement m Andhra and anti-sales-tax 
agitation in Bombay and Saurashtra In several states 
congressmen have opposed the taxi measures of the gov 
crnment and sharp conflict has developed mside congress 
committees on the policies of the government In the 
Praja Socialist Party — ^whose leadership has abandoned 
all pretence to Marxism, is pursuing an anttstruggle policy 
and IS striving for coalition with the Congress — a growing 
number of rank and file are gettmg drawn into united 
action Due to its weakemng position and due to grow 
ing mass opposition the government has been compelled 
on seseral occasions to concede popular demands, to beat 
retreat and refrain from carrying out its antipopular 
measures The fact that m the budgets presented m Febru 
arj March this jear there has been generally absence of 
fresh taxation proposals, despite grow mg defiats, is entire 
ly due to the opposition to taxation measures of the last 
>ear In many instances sentences of death on political 
prisoners have been commuted, punitive police posts re 
moved and political prisoners released. In many centres 
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\vT3rklngcla55 #ncl peasant masses hax-e been ob’c to beat 
back the economic offensive and %m concessions 

22 The disponing economic cruis the worsening con 
dll ons of the people bccaus«> of the pol Cl's of the gfi\ 
ernmiml. and the g-owing opposition of the people agslns* 
the polincs of the gosemment haw ihmr npercussions 
Inside the niling classes and their parly — the Congress 
Party Conflict between the central and state go\erninenU 
over allocatit n and share of the rcsenues is growing 
despite Oic increase in the states share as a result of Ih** 
rtcommendaliom of the fnince commission The reaction 
ary stand of the government over the question of forma 
tion of linguistic slates togilher with the signiflcant mc 
tor> o' the Andhra people not onlv have given impetus to 
the movTment for linguLstlc states but has led to man> 
congressmen coming out openly against the policies of the 
gowmment and the congress leadership. As a result of 
the abolition of the ofllct of rajpramukh in Kashmir the 
demand has been mort. and more loudly voiced even by 
congress elements for the abolition of the ofRce in all the 
states where it exists. The growing disconlmt of the 
masKS is also intensifying the conflicts among the faction 
al groups Inside the Congress As a result vacillation and 
Indecision grows in the ruling class 

23 ISTiai we are witnessing today Is not merelv the 
maturing of an economic crisis but along with it the ini 
tial stages of the developmvnt of a political crisis Th* 
conflicts that are developing within the ruling classes and 
inside the Congress are but the ajmptoms of that politic 
al crisis that Is developing The various methods adopted 
b> the Congrc«s — manoeuvres like decontrol minor con 
cessions attimpts to create illusions through the five jear 
plan and communlt> projects etc — are all getting rapidlj 
exposed 

The Congress finds it already difficult to rule the old 
v,av— on the basis of promises for the future t\ith the 
deepening crisis vvnth the development of mass opposition 
to the present policies of the govromment conflicts will 
sharpen on the Usues as to which policies to follow or with 
I>-I5 
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whom to forge alliance, etc 

24 The weakenmg influence of the Congress, however, 
has not, in all areas and states, led to a correspondmg 
strengthening of the democratic forces In several parts 
of India, where democratic forces are comparatively weak, 
communal parties, allied to feudal reaction, have also 
gained ground and are strivmg to divert mass discontent 
mto disruptive channels With the demagogic slogan of 
sanctions agamst Pakistan, they utilised the just mdigna 
tion of people agamst the communal policies of the paki 
Stan government Utilising the sentiments of the people 
for the unity of India they mislead them into the belief 
that the instrument of accession of Kashmir is disruptive 
of this umty and with the slogan of 'full accession’ they 
seek to reimpose on the people of Kashmir the rule of the 
maharaia and to nullify the agrarian reform. 

The activities of these communal reactionaries const: 
tute a menace which should not be underestimated Thej 
have farxeachmg plans of a counterrevolutionary charac 
ter — plans to impose on the government even more reac 
tionary policies, both m the national and mtemational 
spheres There are powerful groups inside the Congress 
sympathetic to them, who, frightened by the growing op 
position of the masses, would like the Congress to compro 
mise with the communal reactionaries in order to build a 
united front’ against the democratic movement Ruthless 
and systematic exposure of the communal parties and uni 
ted front of all democratic forces, mcludmg congressmen 
with progressive views, to wean the masses away from the 
’movements’ launched by them must be undertaken m 
order to combat this menace 

25 The recent talks mitialed by Nehru with Jayapra 
kash Narayan with a view to form a coalition with the 
Praja Socialist Party are the result of the growing crisis 
inside the rulmg classes Nehru, who only a year ago re 
fused to countenance the idea of a coalition and claimed 
that the Congress alone represented the country, took the 
initiative for such a coalition because of his realisation of 
the growing iveakening of the mass base and influence of 
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the Congress 

In the face of the failure of the Congress, by its mano 
euvres, to prevent the weakening of its influence, it is an 
attempt to widen its influence in order to continue its reac 
tionary policies directed against the people and the demo 
cratic movement 

The PSP leadership is also anxious to effect such a reac 
tionary coalition because it is also facing a crisis and all 
the manoeuvres of the leadership— the praja and socialist 
parties’ merger, etc— have only accentuated the crisis in 
stead of resolving it It seeks to camouflage its reactionary 
aims by putting forward a program But the program 
Itself exposes its reactionary aims It does not demand 
the abolition of landlordism without compensation and dis 
tnbution of land to the agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants It does not ask for reduction of rents and occu 
pancy rights to the peasants Instead it asks for compul 
sory consolidation of holdings, which will only lead to 
largescale eviction and expropriation of small holders It 
docs not demand the recognition of trade unions but com 
pulsory amalgamation of trade unions under government 
auspices It does not demand minimum wage, stoppage of 
retrenchment and unemployment relief, but speaks of trade 
unions becoming socially responsible agencies It does 
not demand linguistic states or greater provmcial auto 
nomy, instead it negates them with the demand for units 
based on language and also administrative flnancial and 
economic convenience, and of regional (multistate) gover 
nors regional high courts etc It keeps silent over the 
question of repeal of repressive acts 

With the record of breakmg of all its pledges to the 
people by the Congress and with the policies it is pursuing 
no coalition with it can be thought of by any party that 
is interested in serving our people and fighting for demo 
cracy Equally wrong is it for anyone to think that such 
a coalition can fight the commimal reactionaries For com 
munal reaction derives its strength from the antipopular, 
arAideTTKitTatYC policies of the government and it cannot be 
fought successfully without simultaneously fightmg and de 
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featmg the reactionary poliaes of the congress govern 
ment 

26 Experience of the last one year shows that the rul- 
ing classes cannot shift the burden of the crisis on to the 
masses without launching a ferocious attack on their de 
mocratic rights and civil liberties This is precisely what 
is being now advocated by the most reactionary sections 
and elements in the Congress — sections and elements many 
of whom sympathise with the forces of communal reaction 
and would like the Congress to forge 'united front’ %vitl\ 
them \vith the object of launching a vigorous attack on the 
people, suppress mass organisations and the Commumst 
Party The struggle for the defence of civil liberties, the 
struggle to end the repressive and antilabour laws and 
measures therefore, acquire immense importance m the 
present situation. 

27 It IS necessary to abandon all complacency about 
the present situation and get nd of erroneous ideas with 
regard to the development of the mass movement As al 
ready stated, numerous struggles have taken place in re 
cent months, but it vvill be a mistake to focus attention 
only on them, to select examples of the big struggles col 
lect them together and make this the basis of the assertion 
that the mass movement has already extended far and 
wide, has already reached a high level Such methods 
wU lead to wrong conclusions and wrong tactics The 
growth of the mass movement cannot be measured merely 
in terms of individual struggles, strikes and demonstrations 
or the number of participants m these struggles There is 
no doubt that, with the worsemng condition of the people, 
struggles will break out m all parts of the country Despite 
this, houever, the mass movement as a whole will remain 
vveak unless these individual struggles are coordinated, 
fought vngorously and m such a manner as to bring about 
the broadest democratic mobilisation, united mass orgam 
satJons built on their basis and led so as to become part of 
a developing nationwide struggle for reversal of the poll 
cies of the government With the maturing of the econo 
mic crisis, vvnth the maturing of the political crisis, the 
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issue of replacing the present government by a govern- 
ment of the united democratic front will assume increa- 
sing importance It is this perspective that has to guide us 
today in our entire activity 

28 It must be remembered that despite its weakening 
mass base, the Congress has still immense influence and is 
by far the single most powerful political organisation in 
the country as a whole, that our effective influence is still 
confined to limited areas, that our position m the working 
class, and especially in major industries is still weak, that 
mass organisations, though stronger than before, are not 
yet either sufficiently strong or sufficiently widespread 
that a powerful democratic front has yet to be built, that 
the party itself has yet to overcome the weaknesses which 
prevent it from carrying out the role of unifier and leade’* 
of the democratic movement It would be a dangerous illu 
Sion therefore, to think that mere deepening of the eco 
nomic crisis and mere worsening of the condition of the 
masses will give nse to a powerful mass movement 

29 The three inseparably linked tasks on the carrying 
out of which will depend the succws of the demoeratit 
movement arfr— the budding of the democratic front, the 
building of mass organisations, the building of the party 
In the measure that these tasks are carried out m an inte 
grated and coordinated manner, the attempts of the gov 
emment to shift the burden of the cnsis on the people will 
be defeated, the mass movement will strengthen, grow and 
achieve its aim 

30 The growing burden on the people, the worsening 

condition of their life the increasingly antipopular policies 
of the government both in national and mtemational 
spheres, as well as the attempt of communal reactionaries 
to utilise the popular discontent for disruptive purposes, 
make it essential that all democratic and progressive par 
ties and elements come together The possibilities of such 
unity are immense today and a key task of the Communist 
Party is to translate these possibilities into reality This 
•diamante, aVi W* ’^•sfAasssitvK «.*» wifj/yaki 

and sectarian methods — m relation to slogans, in relation 
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to altitude lov.’ards nonparly elements, in relation lo me 
Ihod of running mass and democratic organisations The 
\erv fact that the Communist Part> has acquired a hej 
position in the political life of the country, that U is 
looked upon as the most powerful force in opposition 
to the Congress demands that the party acts as the 
unifier of the people, gi\cs expression to their deep urge 
that all democratic forces must come together and fight 
umtedl> in defence of their rights and demands The gal 
\anising mfluenco of united front even on a limited basis 
was rcN'ealed during the elections and cxcry effort must be 
made lo see that united front between opposition parties 
IS forged, own in areas where it has weakened since then 
Further, the development of the united front movement 
involves drawing into struggles and into common activiti*^ 
the large mass of congressmen PSP follow ers and progres 
sive individuals Too Utile of this has been done as jet 
The tendency to look upon all those who do not j’ct sup- 
port all our slogans or participate in mass actions organi* 
sed bv us as reactionary, the tendency of not evolving such 
forms of activities into which all who want to serve the 
people and relieve their distress can be drawn the ten 
dency to ignore concrete issues on which immediate unit'* 
irrespective of political views is possible — all these tenden 
cies persist and hamper the development of a broad united 
front movement m every province and every area. 

31 Further the development of united front through 
wndemng of the mass movement is hampered because of 
the abstractness of our agitation the habit of substituting 
concrete exposure by general denunaation the indulgence 
quite often, m stereotyped speeches m assemblies parlia 
ment and from public platform. stereotjTJed wntmgs m our 
papers Too often we speak only for those who are alreadj 
convmced that the present government is a reactionary 
government Too often we fail to make use of existing 
legislations — ^tenancy legislation, social secuntj act pa> 
ment of -wagtt act eta — ^lo ameliorate the conditions of the 
masses and secure for them concessions forgetting that 
these legislations have been enacted as the result of mass 
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struggles and are a weapon m the hands of the people Too 
often the tendency is to narrate only the hardships that 
the people are suffering and to ignore the successes that 
their struggles have won in the mistaken belief that refer 
ence to such successes will breed 'reformist illusions’, while 
the reality is that, in order to inculcate confidence m the 
masses, confidence that unity and struggle can win de 
mands, it is essential that each success won by the people, 
no matter how small, is widely publicised and made the 
basis for further advance There is also the tendency to 
pay scant attention to such work as adult literacy, cultural 
and sports activities, cooperatives, medical relief, etc — 
work which is absolutely essential, work which can mobi 
lise vast sections and enable the party and mass orgamsa 
tions to forge close links with the people It is very often 
forgotten that m Tripura, one of the most powerful bases 
of the party today, it was on the basis of a literacy cam- 
paign that the party grew m the first stage Similarly in 
Malabar literacy campaign, played a big role ui the growth 
of the party and of the kisan movement 

In areas where famine-conditions prevail not only is it 
necessary to demand relief from the government and 
organise relief on the basis of umty of democratic orgam 
sations, but it is also necessary to mobilise the people for 
such work as deepenmg of wells, repair of tanks, etc 

It IS necessary for every provincial committee to under- 
take a critical examination of the plans and projects under- 
taken by the government in the provmce, make a factual 
and concrete exposure, put forward the demands for such 
projects as will help the people, and mobilise them for 
their implementation 

It must be noted that, despite the various laws that have 
been enacted, the untouchable masses are m practice denied 
equal rights even now Hitherto many party units have 
paid little attention to this issue It is necessary not merely 
to agitate for more comprehensiire laws against untoucha 
bility, but also to wage a concrete battle against all forms 
of discrimination. 

32 Struggles for the unnttdiate demands of the peo 
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ple“ through all forms— petitions, signatures, strikes, har- 
tals, demonstrations, marches, civil disobedience, etc- — 
struggles against the attacks of the government and land- 
lords ahd monopolists are the most important tasks facing 
the mass movement and the most effective weapons for 
building the democratic front Through these struggles are 
to be built the mass organisations with their units embed- 
ded m that people In these struggles wdll be trained and 
steeled cadres cormng from the masses 

The rapidly deteriorating situation on the agrarian front 
where big struggles arc loommg ahead demands that 
utmost attention is paid by every provincial committee to 
the task of strengthening the kisan sabha organisations and 
formmg agricultural workers’ associations wherever neces- 
sary Broad peasant umty has to be built m action against 
eviction, agamst unjust taxes for reduction of rent, for 
moratorium on debts, for adequate wages, for relief against 
famine and drought, for fair price for agricultural pro 
ducts, for specific irrigation projects and similar demands. 

Workingclass struggles, especially struggles m major in- 
dustries, against the offensive of monopolists acquire in- 
creased aigmficance in the present situation. Vigorous de- 
fence by the workmg class of its rights, wgorous struggle 
by the workmg class against retrenchment wagecut and 
other forms of attack encourage all classes and sections to 
wage their own battles Also mass action by the working 
class gives form and direction to the growing radicalisation 
of the people as already seen m several provinces It is a 
most powerful weapon to forge the democratic front 
On the workingclass front, despite the growmg struggles 
m the recent past, despite the growing sense of umty of 
the working class, the full unfoldmg of the tradeumon 
movement is prevented by the existence of parallel -unions 
in the same factory and mdustry The fight for tradeumon 
unity and far the realisation of the slogan of 'One union in 
one mdustry and one central tradeumon organisation’ has 
to be waged The existmg united factory committees must 
be strengthened and such factory committees must be or 
gamsed in every mdustry In the struggles that are break 
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Inj out more ond more, ihe question of united txsistanco 
to the oflensivc of the government and employers will 
come to the fore, and must be fully utilised bj the setting 
up of joint elected committees for the conduct of struggles 
and negotiations The question of recognition of unions 
assumes tremendous importance and must be fought for 
An integral part of the struggle for recognition of trade 
unions is the struggle against the industrial relations acts 
in Bombay, Madhya Bharat and Madh>a Pradesh The dc- 
wlopment of a wndc movement against the acts in these 
stales in particular and in the country generally is a major 
task on the worklngdass front 

There is a uddespread tendency to neglect important and 
tdlai industries in Industnal areas and to concentrate on 
small and diflused industries This tendency must be given 
up and the party units must immediately undertake plan* 
ned work In major ond important industries 

The problem of combating mass unemployment has be* 
come a key problem before the working class The deve* 
lopment of a wnde movement, by means of rallies and con* 
fercnces, marches and demonstrations, hartals and strikes 
IS the most important task. United committees for fighting 
retrenchment and unemployment must be organised Such 
a Wide movement cannot unfold itself fully unless the or- 
ganised vvorkuig class employed jn factories are brought 
into the movement Apart from mobilisation, it is of 
utmost importance that relief and solidarity campaigns are 
organised 

In these campaigns and struggles, political consciousness 
must be inculcated in the working class— the consciousness 
of Its role of hegemony It must lead to the working class 
coming out m action in support of the struggles and de- 
mands of other sections of the people — peasants, students, 
industrialists and merchants Tlus will forge popular unity 
and defeat the attempt of the government to crush the 
struggles of workers as well as other classes in Isolation 

33 Each struggle, each campaign, each mass action 
must be used not only to popularise slogans but also and 
above all, to build organisations — of workers, peasants, stu- 
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dents youth women It must be remembered that one of 
the mam reasons why the growth of mass movement is 
lagging behind the growth of mass discontent is that sucn 
organisations are still weak and in many places non 
existent It must be remembered that united mass organi 
sations form the basis of the democratic front and that 
without such mass organisations bemg formed all over the 
country it is impossible to develop a countrywide mass 
movement 

In the past a key weakness o£ organisations o£ workers 
peasants and other classes has been the weakness o£ the 
basic units like £actory committees primary kisan sabhas 
The strength o£ mass organisations depends not only on 
their total membership but on the manner in which this 
membership is organised— above aU on the firmness and 
organised functioning o£ the basic units Without them nei 
ther the mass base o£ the organisation can be expanded nor 
even the existing base activised Hence the necessity to 
focus attention on this work and draw mto organisational 
work rank and file workers peasants agricultural lab 
ourers 

Further the waging of struggles and the conducting o£ 
campaigns have to be coordmalcd with the work o£ increa 
sing the arculation of parly journals and sale of literature 
At present at all levels and in all units of the party there 
IS total underestimation of the importance of this work— 
an underestimation which springs from idealisation of 
spontaneity from minimisation of the role of consciousness 
This expresses itself m the tendency to look upon the work 
of journals and literature as not the work of the party as 
a uhole and of all its units but only of comrades specifl 
call> entrusted with that work. This tendency must be 
sharply combated, 

34 The party has also to bring to the forefront in every 
stale alternative immediate slogans and demands which 
will rally all democratic seebons parties groups and indi 
viduals unite them and become the common program of 
the united front In order to ensure the democratic parti 
cipation of our people in all activities in the stale and in 
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order to unleash their crcatUe energies, the program 
should demand the repeal of all repressne Jaws and the 
release of ail political prisoners, the immediate formation 
of linguistic states, the abolition of the oflicc of rajpra* 
mukh, the break up of the former princely states and the 
Integration of their \arious linguistic regions into the ad 
joining linguistic states, the abolition of all distinctions be* 
tucen part 'A', part B and part C' states by the confer- 
ment of full legislatixe and executiic powers on the elected 
rcprescntati\e3 of part B' and part C states, and the abo 
lUion of the upper houses in the states as well as at the 
centre 

Tlic program should include the banning of the import of 
all those goods that complete with the indigenous goods. Wc 
should demand a ceiling to be put on profits->of six and a 
quarter per cent as was accepted b> the Congress itself Wo 
should demand that a(i export of profits by foreign firms be 
banned and that the profits of the industry be ploughed 
back into the Industry determined by the government 
Prices, wages and profits in protected industries should be 
fixed Minimum wages must be fixed statutorily in all m 
dustries and unemployment relief must be afforded to the 
unemployed workers Wc should demand that longterm 
trade agreements bo concluded with the Sovnet Union and 
other democratic countries 

A number of trade unions have already formulated propo 
sals whose implementation would help the industry It is 
necessary to do this in relation to all industries and to con 
cretiso these proposals further, lo populanse them vigor 
ousK among the workers as well as among the general 
public 

In the field of agriculture, we should demand that the 
compensation that Is being paid to zamindars and jagirdars 
be stopped immediately, that all rents paid by peasants to 
landlords be substantially reduced, that all evictions be 
stepped and all peasants evicted from land be reinstated, 
and that the landlords shall not be given the right of resum 
p}j£V7 £>I We jdKUudd .cte.mAUa' fhst Awr 

dens on the peasants be reduced 
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The program should mclude the demaild that military 
expenditure be reduced by 50 per cent and that expen 
diture on security and admmistrative services be substan- 
tially reduced, both at the centre and m the statea 
We should demand that, with the resources thus mobi- 
lised, a big program of irrigation and development ot indus- 
tries be immediately undertaken by mobilising the crea 
tive energy of the people, by encouraging the t talents of 
Indian engineers, technicians and workers 
35 It must be admitted that, despite the fact that many 
party units have recently taken up the question of strug- 
gle for peace seriously, there is still a gross underestima- 
tion of the key importance of this task. There is wide- 
spread belief among the masses that due to the immense 
sentiment m favour of peace m India, due to the wide- 
spread sympathy of the Indian people for the USSR and 
China, and due to the declared policy of the Nehru 
government of remaining neutral m case of war, the 
danger of India being dragged into war is not serious 
Such a belief is ^vTong It is based on an underestimation 
of the desperate measures which imperialists and their 
agents will adopt m case of a senous international cnsis 
or v,hen their plans have advanced further Reliance 
on spontaneity in this, as in other matters, will be fataL 
What the situation demands is active mobilisation of the 
Indian people for peace, active mobilisation of the organis 
ed uorking class and peasantry m the peace movement, 
transformation of the vast peace sentiments into a poiver 
ful mo\ement for peace and a network of peace committees, 
enlisting of the people of India to play a positive role m 
stopping the existing wars. Failure to do this will mean 
not only failure to discharge our international duties, but 
also betrayal of national honour and interest 

30 The Imperialists and reactionaries are fully con 
6 C 10 US that trade wars and conflicts between India and 
Pakistan enable them to further tighten their gnp on 
these counlnes and hence they do their utmost to embitter 
rclat'ons between the two countries 
It IS a victory of the progressive forces that, despite all 
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where we are already a force, it has become urgently 
necessary to spread to new areas and sectors Pro\mcial 
units must carefully and urgently plan out and execute 
this task 

It IS necessary to create mass political literature and 
transform our newspapers into national political journals, 
reportmg not merelj struggles m their own provmces, but 
m other provinces as well 

The fulfilment of all these tasks demands the rapid 
strengthenmg of the partj and the undertaking of politic 
al education as a key political task. For the dexelop- 
ment of the party is the key factor m determmmg the 
growth of the mass movement It is of utmost importance 
that the entire party be armed with the perspective of 
the fast matunng of a profound economic and political 
crisis, of the struggles that are looming large and of the 
perspective of coordmatmg them into the political struggle 
for the replacement of the present government bj a gov 
emmeiit of the united democratic front The party must 
acquire a correct understanding of the direction m which 
things are movnng a sense of urgency, revolutionary zeal 
and passion and give up all complacency and sense of 

selfsatisfacUon. 

The party must become the decisive national force — 
politically, geographically and m a class sense — i e by 
party units m each area and state acting as the leader and 
organiser of the people, by the party spreadmg to new 
areas, and by its basing itself and drawing its mam strength 
from the working class and the toilmg peasants Advan<» is 
to be measured no longer, as m the past, in. terms of the 
'general political influence’ nor even m terms of mobi 
lisation on specific issues only, but m terms of the growth of 
organisation m general and growth of the party m parti 
cular, in terms of circulation of literature and newspapers, 
m terms of collection of funds, m terms of the strengthen 
mg of mass organisations and the party itself 

It IS only through such all roimd growth that the party 
will be able to discharge its duties and responsibilities to 
the people 
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The mood of the WTirkers In the past few months shows 
that thej' are increasingly mobilising in order to fight 
against unemployment and rationalisation Jn this slrug 
gle, the ^vorkers are tending to unite m factories and 
areas, without caring for the division in the leadership and 
the central TU organisations Unity from below is growing 
and m this the unions and leading cadres of the AITUC 
arc on the whole taking initiatKc and helping 
It has been a noticeable feature that the working masses 
are becoming increasingly conscious of the need for mobi- 
hsation and action in defence of their interests against the 
attacks of the crisis and the desire of the employers to 
pass the burden on to the workers 
The action of the central government in retrenching 
over 2000 wtirkers in the defence industries, the aw'ards 
of the textiles and the banks which plainly admit that the 
policies of the five year plan demanded that no wage- 
increases be gi\cn to the workers, the closure of some 
factories due to foreign competition and the consequent 
squabbles in the various sections of the big bourgeoisie 
and also the government are leading the workers to the 
conclusion that they have to mobilise and fight unitedly 
to save themselves, the people and the country 
This was evident in the vast mobilisations that were 

At an AITUC fraction meetlne held in poona In May, the pro- 
blem of TU unity was discussed, especially with reference to the 
position of the INTUC The TU subcommittee of the cc summed 
Up the discussion on which there was unanimous asreement This 
document represents the aareed views it was published in Party 
Leller, No 7, 8 July 1853 
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seen on May Day this jear and m the strihe and protest 
actions in the various states and industries 
The demonstrations and actions exhibit certam charac 
teristics The masses come in vast numbers Thej come 
most where the demonstrations are led on a united plat 
form of the ATTUC the HMS the INTUC and the UTUC 
^\^lere there is no umty this year the masses have gather 
ed much more imder the banner of the ATTUC than that 
of any other organisation. There have been more united 
actions this year than before The vastness of the mobi 
lisation under the united or the ATTUC flag in preference 
to others was on a scale not expected by the leadership 
of any organisation 


II 

Thus while the v.orking masses are movmg towards 
unitv from below and m action the problem of organisa 
tional uruty of the national centres and of the unions has 
remamed unsolved In this fleld fuUfledged action is 
ham^red by certain questions which have got to be clear 
ed and which prevent the ATTUC cadres from taking cor 
rect steps m certam cases 

The question that has become dominant in the field of 
organisational unitj is the question of the INTUC and re 
lations with its leadership and its unions. In this field- 
certain significant changes have taken place in the last tv o 
years The full import of these changes has to be taken 
mto consideration m order to evolve steps in the direction 
of TU unity 

The changes that require to be studied here are in rela 
tion to the four central TU organisations — namely the 
ATTUC the INTUC the HMS and the UTUC If tve loo^ 
into the relative strength of these organisations m the 
working class what picture do we get? If we look into 
them from the point of view of organised paid member 
ship the growth of cadres the spread of their Influence 
and ideology and their role m struggles what do we find? 

We find that the correlations of forces in these matters 
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in the field of trade unions and workingclass activity, have 
undergone a radical change in the last ^ears, lc since the 
middle of 1951 

What was the situation before 1951'’ The AITUC unions 
were illegalised, many were smashed due to repression, 
some due to our own mistakes The AITUC was in a 
state of disorganisation and in some measure m a state 
of isolation from its own class m many industries and 
areas 

Ihe organisation that dominated the scene and possess 
cd the initiative was the HMS Their contact with the 
masses was live, llie> had good young cadres Their trouble 
was their rightwing leadership 

The IMUC was trying to establish itself with the help 
of the government, the industrial law operating in its 
favour, the employers who favoured them and the na 
tionahst congress illusions of sections of the working 
masses But the INTUC could not secure the field for 
Itself and become the dominant TU organisation m the 
held 

W'e need not go into the question of the UTUC as for 
quite a while it has been limiting itself to certain areas 
and was generally ready to cooperate with all TUs It 
was not out to challenge the status of the other three orga- 
nisations 

Docs the same situation prevail now’ li does not The 
relation of forces has changed ^Vhat is the outstanding 
characteristic of this change’ It is that the unions of the 
AITUC have revived and have begun to take mcreasingly 
the leadership of the rtruggles of the working class, the 
AITUC unions have overcome their state of isolation on 
the basis of correct pxjlicy and work, the AITUC is fast 
\' inning over the allegiance or sympathy of the working 
masses not only in the old trades and areas where form 
erly it had worked but even m new trades and areas, and 
the AITUC centre has begun to function. That is the out 
standing characteristic of the change m the situation 

The second characteristic of the change is that the HMS 
IS no longer in its ofcf position It Aas fost its mitiative, its 
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big unions (viz in the Bombay textiles) and its good cadres 
Who then, has made gams out of the losses of the HMS"* 
The union cadres and masses of the HMS have m part 
gone over to the AITUC and in part to the INTUC Som“ 
have been neutralised but not a very big part 

Thus it can be said that the AITUC and INTUC have 
advanced from their positions m 1951 and the HMS has 
lost In the tradeunion field the AITUC has now to reckon 
mamly with the forces of the INTUC Such are the changes 
that have taken place m the last two years 

The outstandmg examples of these changes are the 
textiles and the railw ays The merging of the AIRF in the 
INRWF is the surrender of the HMS to the INTUC In the 
textiles the split m the HMS textile union in Bomba> and 
the unity between the HMS group and the Girni Kamgar 
Union meant the strengthening of the AITUC and its ad- 
vance and not that of the INTUC Similar illustrations can 
be given from many trades and areas 

ni 

While there is no doubt that this shift m the working 
class ongmates in the economic crisis and m the fact that 
the poliaes adopted by the nght wing leaders oi the 
HMS and the INTUC do not conform to the interests of 
the working class and are bemg increasingly opposed b> 
them one has also to note how they are reflecting certain 
changes in the political ideological approach of the work 
ers. 

It is recognised that the split in the tradeunion move 
mcnt in 1946 47 was engineered b> the bourgeoisie that 
It was earned out by taking advantage of political differ 
ences and ideologies among the workers and that it could 
achieve some success because tradeunioni^m as such 
class solidarity had not developed to a high level. With 
what outlook and approach did the v anous sections of the 
workers align themselves with the three organisations m 
that period’ 

The tig bourgeoisie led by its representatives in gov- 
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emmental power used the temporary bourgeois national 
ist illusions of the working class that It was the Congress 
that had won them freedom from foreign rule and that 
the leading groups of the AITUC were opposed to them 
in this battle It was the nationalist minded worker 
doTOid of any class outlook, that became the mainstay of 
the INTUC in the belief that the bourgeoisie having 
solved the political problem would now sohe its econo 
mic problems also 

On the basis of these illusions the bourgeoisie expected 
to build a regimented tradeunion movement and organisa 
lion which would abjure class struggle and rely on com 
pulsory arbitration consider the national bourgeoisie as 
Its own leader the Congress as its own political organisation 
and the INTUC its trade union. 

But the crisis of its economy would not permit the 
bourgeoisie to satisfy even the ordinary demands of its 
own following In the proportion that the bourgeoisie fail 
cd to solie the cruis and began to attack the working 
class the INTUC following began to question its leader 
ship and its policies Their agreement with the political 
policies of the ruling bourgeoisie could not keep them off 
from serious conflict with its economic policies Large 
sections of the INTUC began to shed their illusions and 
to adopt the standpoint of their own class The Congress 
began to get divorced from and opposed to the tradeunion 
actions of many sections of the INTUC itself 

The HMS leadership gathered its following on a differ 
ent basis Like the INTUC leadership it admitted that the 
national bourgeoisie had won freedom and agreed to sup 
port it in its plans of rebuilding the country s economy 
and promised the bourgeoisie workmgcla«s support to do 
it But at the same time it had raised the slogan that now 
that its fight against impienalism was won the fight against 
capital had to begui 

With this slogan the HMS leadership was able to gather 
the following of those workers who had distrust in the big 
bourgeoisie and would not agree to line up wnth the 
INTUC While agreemg with this antibourgeoisie stand 
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point of the HMS leadership’s slogan, these workers were 
not conscious of the international solidarity of the work- 
ing class or of the traditions of the class struggle in their 
own country Thus they disagreed both with the INTUC 
as It was openly and directly supported by the big mono- 
polists, and with the AITUC, despite their growing class 
outlook They thought they could synthesise both the 
outlooks in the HMS 

But can rightwmg socialism remain aloof from its hour 
geoisie and its international allies in the bourgeois camp 
when the crisis deepens fast’ The transformation of the 
Socialist Party mto the PSP was the logical sequence of 
its desertion of the class outlook and the working class, 
and its desertion of the battle fox bringing about peoples 
democracy m our country Its lineup wth the ICFTU, and 
against China, the USSR and progressue workers' orga 
nisations, led to its weakening m its own bases where the 
HMS worker was fast moving away from the bourgeoisie, 
away from bourgeois illusions and towards his own dass, 
nationally and inlemationally 

Naturally as large numbers of workers got disillusioned 
through their direct experience in dealing with the con 
gress government and employers, they moved towards the 
AITUC Because, whatever its mistakes, the AITUC had 
not deserted its class, nationally and internationally 
But not the whole disillusioned mass went over to the 
AITUC Some went over to the INTUC, because they, 
having been cheated by the pseudosocialism of the HMS, 
recoiled to bourgeois nationalism The HMS leadership 
also helped m this process by handing over its unions to 
the INTUC in the name of unity and merger, and with the 
open avowal of fightmg the AITUC 

Hence, m this period, the ATTUC began to recover its 
leadership break its isolation and become the lever of the 
umty of the working class and the defence of its inter- 
ests The HMS weakened and lost to the AITUC 
partly to the INTUC Hence it is that the INTUC has noitf 
emerged as the mam force opposed to the AITUC This 
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is a \crj important shift m the relative forces in the TU 
mo% ement 


IV 

Can we conclude from this that the shift has taken place 
mainlj because of political reasons and that its tradeunion 
character is purely formal’ No it is not so If it had been 
so the relative growth of the INTUC should have signi 
fled the growth of the Congress But the Congress on 
the contrary has lost many large sections of its masses 
and IS sunk in factional squabbles of its own bourgeoisie 
Similarly one cannot say that the loss of the HMS means 
that the ideology of socialism has lost or that the merging 
of the Socialist Party in the Pra;a Socialist Partv wil] also 
mean the lining up of the unions of the HMS behind the 
PSP bourgeoisie 

Nor does the strengthening of the AITUC mean a reflec 
tion of the growing strength of the Communist Party or 
other parties and groups m the ATTUC Independent of 
the falo of the political parties broad masses of workers 
are changing from one national centre to another from 
one union to another according to their experience m the 
field of their struggles against their employers and the re 
suits thereof Therefore while political struggles have 
affected the TU organisations it would be wrong to con 
elude that they have been the dominant factor m this 
period in changing the relative forces in the TU field In 
fact the movement towards unity is taking place on the 
very condition that the uniting forces do not give up their 
political or party platforms and differences It is not poh 
cal unity that is leading to tradeunion unity It is the trade 
union struggle of the workers for the defence of their im 
mediate Interests that Is the main driving force of TU 
unity from belowr Hence it is that both the Congress and 
the nghtvv^ng socialist leadership find it difficult to retain 
the INTUC and HMS unions as direct tools of their politics 
inside the working class The Bengal split of the INTUC 
IS an indication. 



Bonimmu o/ ,he lllstary of Ih, CP! 

From the point of view ol the workuift class has the 

situation ‘^'■ better or for worse® obviiusly the 

situation has changed for the better despite a certain ad- 
vance registered by the INTUC ceiiam 

so^'ne o' forces shotvn above pose 

"f ‘fodeunion unity In 
the postwar period our mam concentration in the mLer 
of unity was on winning over the HMS We had practi 
cally no approach to the INTUC, except a formarone In 
the new situation this has to change ^While ™t givmg 5 

AItSc unions®with®the 

AITUC, the INTOC now demands serious efforts and atten- 

viTO of ThrUM^r Z "’“■■o necessary in 

thr^NTTIC 'eedcrship merging its organisations with 
the INTUC as in the railways Our efforts at TU unity 

an^ ourSet^rt^f™"*^' “Pfioeoh 'o the INTUC, 
and our method of work in relation thereto 


ths? vl° nnn approach, the first question 

that must be categorically answered is Is the INTUC a 
tradeunion organisation and to be treated as such or is it 
=‘"''^>>n-kers and 

A section of opinion holds the latter view and would 
evolve our tactics in relation to the INTUC on the basis of 
this view But It IS rather surpnsuig that even those who 

ttfiNTOc"* ” ““‘y 

Obviously they look upon the slogan of unity as a tactic 
This IS a wrong understandmg of the question of unity 
The wrru considers the question of unity as a basic pnn 
ciple It advances the slogan of unity not as a matter of 
tactics, but as one of fundamental prmciple for the trade- 
union movement 

From where does such an opmion proceed’ It proceeds 
from the fact that the INTUC has not come mto existence 
nor built itself up from the spontaneous needs of the-work 
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ing class It has grouTJ mainly because of the patronage 
of the govemmtnt and the cmplo>crs and the protection it 
gets from the law and the police 

For example had the tea planters not opened the gar- 
dens to the INTUC and given its organisers all the facili 
ties, there would have been no INTUC there Had the 
government not hastened to recognise the INTUC unions 
on the railways, had the labour ofllce of the government 
of Bombaj and the empto>crs m mills not lent all their 
services to the INTUC, there would have been no INTUC 
in Bombaj textiles possessing representative character 
accordmg to the industrial relations act and having the 
exclusive right of representation The INTUC claims 
<30 000 members m Bombaj textiles but it can hardly mo 
bihso 5000 far its poliaes Despite its opposition, there 
have been complete stnkes in factories in many trades and 
areas, where government and the employers have chosen 
to recognlsv the INTUC as the sole representative organisa 
tion. These facts lead many to conclude that the INTUC 
Is not to be treated as a TU organisation 

Though it Is true that the INTUC carries out the policies 
of the Congress and the big bourgeoisie, yet it is a fact 
that it has some mass basis for carrying out its policies, 
that not i all cases are Its unions devoid of genuine mem 
btrship 

From where docs the mass basis of the INTUC arise’ 
From those factors which we analjsed above from the 
fact that In India the mam weakness in the TU field is that 
the majority of the workers are not m any organisation 
and have no deep traction of tradeunionlsm and class 
solidarity and hence quite substantial sections follow the 
INTUC, from bourgeois nationalist illusions and a desire 
to get things done through the patronage of the govern 
ment and the INTUC rather than through struggles 

Ihe AITUC has not yet succeeded m winning over this 
mass ideologically and organisationally This task wrould be 
further hampered if we hold the view that the INTUC is 
merely a gangster employer agency and has no mass basis 
cither subjectively or objectively 
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VI 

The second question that is posed is Is the whole lead 
ership of the INTUC a direct agency of the bourgeoisie, 
and even of the imperialists because of its afTiliation with 
the ICFTU, or Is it only the mam hardened leading core 
to be treated as such’ 

The same line of reasoning as above would show us that 
while a small hardened core of the INTUC leadership is a 
direct agency of the bourgeoisie and some elements through 
their Imks with the ICFTU are serving foreign imperialist 
interests, the whole leadership, despite its wrong or reac 
tionary policies, cannot be characterised as such. Even in 
the ICFTU only some hardened people like Irving Brown 
have been found to be and are denounced as direct FBI 
agents of American imperialism, but not all of them. For 
example, though Farh ad Haehed went with the ICFTU and 
broke with the WFTU we did not denounce him as an im 
periahst agent And m the factional squabbles of the im 
penalist stooges m the ICFTU he was assassinated. 

The fact that sections of the INTUC leadership are only 
misguided people, and as such, are yet capable of being 
influenced by their own masses gives rise to that pheno 
menon where, under workers’ pressure, the INTUC unions 
in many places have to take up workers’ struggles despite 
the bans from the top Hence not all but only some ele 
ments of the INTUC leadership are bourgeois agents, while 
many of them, especially m the local centres, are just mis 
guided elements amenable to improvement 

vn 

The third question that requires to be cleared is Are 
all unions of the INTUC to be treated as real trade unions 
because of the above view, or are there some umons m the 
INTUC which, by themselves, are only gangster bourgeois 
governmental agencies’ 

While the INTUC w a tradeunion organisation as a w hole 
It IS possible that some of its unions are mere gangster 
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agencies of the employers Where they are so, they should 
be treated as such But even there they continue to exist 
as such, despite the absence of any mass base, because of 
the noutralitj or apathy of the mass of workers around, 
uho do not actucly fight and uproot the gangsters 

We thus arme at the conclusion that the INTUC as a 
whole should be treated as a tradeunion organisation 
though not all its unions may be real trade unions and 
some of them are mere narrow circles of gangster hour 
geois agents 

We also conclude that not the whole leadership of the 
INTUC IS a hardened group of reactionary bourgeois 
agents, but some individual leaders are so and some of 
thorn occupy leading positions m the organisation 
These tw'o conclusions lay down before us the line of 
our approach to the workers and leaders of the INTUC 
and Its unions They also should tell us the tactics and 
slogans that we should pursue m general end also parti 
cular cases of unions and leaders 
In general we seek united work with the INTUC unions 
and their leaders But m some particular case, where 
the union is no union at all and the small ring of leaders 
is thoroughly discredited, call for unity with such leader 
ship cr organisation has no meaning for the workers But 
such cases are \ery few and the general line of approacn 
is valid In today's conditions in almost all places 

VIII 

The problem of unity in the context of these conclu 
sions raises the vital problem of union to union relations 
the question of dissolution and merger of unions 
Under what circumstances should we agree to dissolve 
our union and direct our membership into the INTUC 
unlon'^ Under what circumstances should we break awav 
from an INTUC union and start our own^ Under what 
circumstances should we seek unity from below only bv 
strengthening our own union and breaking the rival one 
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or both by strengthening our union and also working in 
side the rival union’ Such questions also face our comrades 
in many places 

It must be dearly slated that unity of the working class 
cannot be achieved by merely dissolving our unions and 
liquidating the AITUC as an independent organisation of 
the working class, as our opponents desire Mere liquidation 
of the AITUC only means handing oser the working class 
to the bourgeois leadership and depriving the workers ol 
their best weapon ot defence agamst the onslaught of their 
enemies Unity of the workmgclass organisations does not 
mean onesided liquidation of this or that organisation, but 
merger and unity achieved by a process of struggle and 
agreement on the basis of a program Hence there is no 
° I*t®P«ttive ol the dissolution 
of the AITUC as a national tradeunion centre 


But there are situations where an individual union m a 
trade may have to be dissolved to make way for unity and 
greater consolidation of workmgclass strength 
Such a situation exists, for example, m the railways 
There, due to the nature ot the employer and the employ 
ment, the traditional way m which the unions have evolved 
and some happenmgs in the recent past, it may be neces 
sary to unconditionally dissolve our unions and direct our 
membership to jom the unions of the AIRF or the new 
amalgamated federation 

The leaders of railway unions of the AITUC ha\e taken 
such a line At the same time, this conclusion was not 
applied to the Southern Railway Umon. where we decided 
to contmue -to -work ior the greater consolidation of our 
union despite the absence of recognition Similarly the 
Western Railway comrades report that their union is m 
some position to secure recogmtion and, if so, it should 
contmue that effort These cases, especially that of the 
SR, are exceptions and not a general policy 
The position of our railway unions, m today’s conditions 
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■does not at all justify the proposal by some Comrades to 
call for a new independent federation of railway unions 
comprising the SR and other unions ' 

X , 

Quite a different situation exists m textiles, engineer- 
-ing, etc In Bombay, for example, we should refuse to 
liquidate our Mill Mazdoor Union, despite the fact that 
the INTUC union there has secured m terms of the indus- 
trial relations act exclusive representative capacity, which 
debars our umon from any right to deal with any collec 
tive grievances of any section of the textile workers. 

Has the INTUC imton any real influence over the textile 
workers m Bombay’ No It has not Here is a case of 
the law, the boss and the police all combining to give the 
INTUC an exclusive monopoly status Still the INTUC 
cannot stop any of our strike calls nor can it rally the 
■workers by itself 

Yet the MMU is not able to enrol the mass of the work 
ers on its rolls The INTUC has fuU rolls but no influ 
ence, the AITUC union has mfluence but not full rolls 
The reason of our weakness is that, when we have been 
ahut out by law from collective bargammg, we have not 
taken to systematic organised work on problems of social 
security, education, housmg, which vitally affect the worker 
and have not tried to build up organisation on the basis 
of factory and mohalla for these purposes 
Our o\vn organisational lag, the failure of the most ad 
vanced and experienced cadres and leaders to unite and 
mobilise correctly for this work, has been responsible for 
this situation 

There is also the wrong idea that the failure of the 
INTUC union to break us m Bombay means a victory for 
us or a sign that the INTUC has nrf masses of its own m 
Bombay textiles Henre -we have made no approach to 
Its masses at all We denounce its leadership in a 
mechanical manner, which does not go down well with 
the INTUC workers And/ we also ^neglected to work 
Irom uithin their union while developing the MMU 
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It IS time to change our approach in this very vital 
sector, where we hove a working doss with long traditions 
of class battles 

The INTUC is learning its lessons also It does not 
behave m Bombay as it does m Ahmedabad, though its 
policy and makeup is the same m both the places In 
Bombay, the majority of the workers do not belong to d 
and have great traditions of class struggle Hence m 
Bombay the INTUC union speaks the language of struggle 
fulfilment of demands, strikes and has not openly ratified 
major agreements of rationalisation permitting largescale 
xmemployment 

This IS no doubt a victory for us but if we do not 
seriously reorganise our work and approach we will be 
outdone 


XI 

There are areas where the INTUC leadership has access 
and recently acquired influence and where we cannot step 
in easily For example, tea plantations and mines Except 
lor a few patches, we have not been able to establish any 
big union or bases m these areas The bourgeoisie, in 
order to avoid us and unable any longer to shut out the 
will of the workers to have trade unions allowed th® 
opening of INTUC bases in. these trades and areas 
conditions there and the pressure of the workers have lu 
many areas transformed the character of the committees 
of the INTUC umons from being one of total stooges of 
the employers to one of committees of workers, leading 
the struggles but still under reformist mfiuence In such 
cases our mam emphasis should be to work m these unionr 
strengthen them and the workmgclass elements therein and 
develop them as genuine trade unions 

There are cases where some of the workers and leading" 
OTgamstits disgusted vntti the burcaucratvc tuwetiowiftg of 
the INTUC leadership and its desertion of struggles wish to 
secede from the INTUC union and start separate rival 
unions Sometimes even the workers press for such 



Some Problems of TU Vmiy 


253 


secession because, despite the overwhelming mass discon- 
tent, it becomes technically impossible to oust the INTUC 
leadership Under such conditions one must know if the dis- 
content of the masses is temporary, arising from a parti- 
cular grievance, or is a sustamed one arisuig from con- 
tinued experience Then one must also know if the seced 
ing people would be able to withstand the attack of the 
employers, especially where the employer is the state and 
the industry is such a one as a defence establishment. 
Thus It 15 clear that not m all cases is it wise to secede 
and start a new union. 

We have argued so Jar about the ll'JTUC because, as 
stated above, it has become the major problem There Is 
no point of controversy regarding united work or unity 
with the HMS and the UTUC 

XU 

The movement for TU umty is expressing itself very 
strongly in the attitude of some unions and federations, 
who refuse to join any of the central organisations, and 
choose to remain neutral or unattached 

Many umons and federations of government employees, 
of middleclass workers of offices, banks, insurance com 
panics, etc take the stand that they would not jom in any 
central TU organisation, as joining one or the other divides 
their ranks Such federations and unions are becoming 
quite a big force and our work with them and wnthm 
them must take note that this is a genuine feelmg among 
the workers and is not merely a manoeuvre of a few 
leaders It was a noticeable feature, for example, m 
Bombay at the end of the war m 1946 that strike meet 
mgs where workers of the Congress and the AITUC had 
united in joint struggle would be held without any flag, 
lest the red flag or congress flag divide their unity and 
struggle We developed this form m order to mamtam 
unity, until experience led, the workers to choose the 
AITUC 

This was a temporary phase but Jt was 


there as a stage 
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in unity. Many a time such an attitude of the masses is 
really an expression of their desire for unity 

xni 

Despite this desire to remain neutral or unattached to 
any of the four national centres, what is most noticeable 
and positive is the fact that the trade unions belonging to 
all the four central organisations come together and form 
an independent trade federation In the recent period 
have been formed the All India Cement Federation Air 
ways Workers- Federation. Oil and Petroleum Workers’ 
Federation, and the biggest of them all, the Defence Em 
ployees' Federation Besides these are such big all India 
organisations as the Bank Employees* Federation, the 
Union of the Post and Telegraph Workers Workers and 
unions owing allegiance to all the national centres, le the 
INTUC, the AITUC, the HMS and the UTUC have joined 
m these trade federations 

From this it can be seen that all is not a picture of 
disunity and that workers are forging unity in various 
ways 

Our task in these federations is to develop them as 
genuine united democratic mass organisations of their 
particular trade We should not hustle them into joining 
this or that national centre or try to capture posts or posi 
tions, but concentrate on the struggles and demands of the 
trade concerned, as the bank, the oil, the defence work 
ers are doing 

XIV 

One more noticeable feature of unity is that some orga 
nisations, who would not unite here in India would join 
hands in an international delegation and show sympathy 
or agreement with the aims of the WFTU Such a pheno 
menon was seen among the delegation from the HMS, the 
tJTUC and the AITUC who were invited to Peking for 
May Day With the experience of the international gather 
mgs, many shed their prejudices about us and the way to 
unity was made clear 
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XV ' 

On these matters the report of the executive of the 
\Vmj has some remarks to offer from which extracts are 
quoted below for study and guidance 

Notmg the position of the ATTlfC m the past and the 
present the report says 

"In countries such as Japan and India there has never 
been a period of real organic tradeunion unity on a 
national scale Up to 1947 the tradeunion organisations 
belonging to WITU contained the majority of the organis 
ed workers 

"During succeeding years changes have taken place 
The majority of the organised workers are no longer in. 
organisations affiliated to the WFTU This majority i$ 
nou in the tradeunion organisations not affiliated to the 

wrru 

"Here the problem of united action and tradeunion umty 
IS new set agamst the fact that the tradeunion organisations 
belonging to the WFTU do not now include the majority of 
the organised workers of these countries, though they ex 
ercise a real influence m the national tradeunion move 
merit " 


XVI 

As to the plank on whidi TU unity should be worked for, 
the report says 

‘ Principles tor United Work 

"We ha\e pomted out above the way m which some 
tactical problems arise for the advancement of united ac 
tion as a means of struggle for the immediate demands of 
the workers m the capitalist and colonial countries 

"For all these countries it must be noted that the appro 
pnate tactical methods must take into accoimt the follow 
mg principles with a view to making unity work possible 
' and move fruitful 
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"(a) To reveal the spirit of initiative, to develop this spirit 
among the masses, and to learn from the masses their real 
possibilities for action 

' (b) To eliminate feelings of false superiority ivhen facts 
show the \veakness of the organisation and the workers 
note the failure of this work, to be specific and objective 
' (c) To prove in daily actions and in the facts themselves 
the desire to eliminate sectarianism and opportunism other 
than by more or less theoretical speeches and wntmgs 
’ (d) To bring about the effective democratic functioning 
of the trade unions lo fight for tradeunion democracy 
when it IS violated, to organise collective work within the 
tradeunion leadership 

•’(e) To organise the mass work and to wipe out trad® 
union bureaucracy wherever it reveals itself 

*(f) To consider a tradeunion organisation as a nonparl/ 
mass organisation of all the workers, not to restrict its 
forms of organisation with the aim of making it incorrectly 
play the role which falls to the political vanguard of the 
working class 

"(g) To find the most correct organisational forms and 
draw up programs for unity activities and of tradeunion 
demands, when the facts show that the workers are pol»t» 
cally divided among different political parties and trends 
the tradeunion organisation must not, by its methods of 
action and internal functioning be exclusively reserved 
for one or the other group of workers who are temporarily 
separated from the jjohtical point of view 

' To take measures so that the unity composition of the 
tradeunion organisation is shown in the composition of the 
tradeunion leadership, which should include representa 
lives of the different political trends exisluig 

' To attach greater importance to questions of tradeuiuo*' 
recruitment and to call on the unorganised workers t® 
take part m the mass actions planned, m order to prepa^ 
them for tradeunion membership 
' (h) To expose to the workers all manoeuvres undertake^ 
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to hinder their unity and for this purpose to carry out 
broad w’ork of explanation and information among the 
tt-orkers who are stiU influenced by the splitters 

If these \arious rccorrancndalions con be applied in our 
dailj actii ities they %i,dll enable our local national and in 
temational tradeunion organisations to fulfil their role and 
to miproie their methods of action for ralljing the workers 
for all their struggles and to undertake greater ones 



12. The Situafion In Kashmir 


The central commmee of \hc Communist Party of 
India \ie'w,'S v.ilh Era\e concern the reports coming from 
Kashmir that some leading personalities of the Sheikh 
Abdullah group and Its supporters in the National Con- 
ference have made public declarations that the slate of 
Kashmir should be made independent of India and that 
Its new status be guaranteed by India, Pakistan and the 
United Nations 

II IS also stated that the areas at Jammu and Ladakh 
should be allowed to be full> incorporated m the Indian 
Union 

It is clear that these declarations mean that the problem 
of Kashmir is entering a new and very senous phase of 
its crisis, as serious as when Kashmir was made an object 
of mvasion five years ago 

These declarations first mean that the Kashmir valley 
separates itself from even the limited but vital ties it has 
with India which are expressed in the act of limited ac 
cession of Kashmir and Jammu to India and the further 
mutual aid visualised in the Delhi agreement 

Secondly, it means that Kashmir undergoes a new pa*" 
tition m which the vicious prmciple that predominantly 
muslim and hmdu areas cannot and should not remain 
together is implicitly admitted. 

Such a partition will agam encourage those forces of com- 
munal reaction and their unpenalist inspirers who have 
so long imposed inniunerable atrocities and so much harm 
on the people of India and Pakistan. Jammu and Kashmir 


Resoluuoo adopted by the eentral committee, Delhi, 23-29 July 1953. 
pubhshed in Crossroads, 2 Aufost 1953 
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The fine traditions of the Kashmir people who have 
been immune from the virus are thus sought to be destroj 
ed to the mutual loss of the people of both India and 
Kashmir where hindu musllm amity will be put to a new 
strain. 

The third and the most disastrous outcome of the Jin-* 
IS the proposal that the United Nations should guarantee 
thu> new independent state of Kashmir from anj aggres 
Sion 

An>one knowing the character of the United Nations 
as It IS today and the way it is dominated by the Anglo 
American imperialist bloc, which has been mainly respon* 
sible for fomenting dissensions between India and Paki 
Stan on the Issue of Kashmir, will see that the guarantee 
by the UNO means importing American military forces 
Into Kashmir, and in course of time, its incorporation m 
the Pakistan areas which are being made the bases of 
by V. armongenng plans of America ; 

Thus the alluring Islcgan of independent Kashmirnbe 
comes a reactionary slogan that will hand over Kashmir 
to the Imperialist warmongers allowing their forces to 
occupy thejatrategic valley of Kashmir and threaten the 
peace of all its neighbouring states including that of India 
The central commltbed, therefore, calls" upon all demo 
cratic forces In India and the state of Jammu and Kashmir 
to prevent this new disaster overtaking our people e. 

But in order to find the path to prevent this disaster, it 
is necessary to know how it has come to pass that these 
leaders, who not long ago were adhering to a noncom 
munal and democratic standpoint have now taken td such 
a Lne against the interests of the people’ What has led 
them to this path’ r > i 

The people of Kashmir and Jammu are in the grip of 
the same economic cnsis that feis overtaken the economy 
of India and its people, •jthe same crisis that is affecting alj 
the isiQltalist countries and underdeveloped ( countries of 
Asiai and 'Africa -f ri r / i 

The rrdlllons of peasants, artisans, ndddleclass people. 
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traders, etc are suffering from low income, high prices, 
poverty and unemployment and with no near prospect of 
any way out o£ the crisis i 

The people of Kashmir beat the raiders back with the 
help of the Indian army, they fought for a land law that 
was expected to rid them of the burdens of landlordism, 
they removed the old maharaja and had their own const 
tuent assembly with power to make their own constitu 
tion But all that has not been sufficient to resolve the 
problems of life of the people 

The government of Sheikh Abdullah and the govern 
menl of India have both failed to sol\ e the main problenW 
of people’s Uvmg, of land, work and trade. 

The agents of American Imperialists In the guise of the 
United Nations observers and landlord reactionaries have 
taken advantage of the dissatisfaction of the people to put 
2orv.ard the idea that a seperation from India and inde^ 
pendent existence will enable them to solve their pro 
blems with the alluring promises of loans and aids from 
the UNO and the Americans to de\elop an mdependent 
Kashmir state " ^ 

An independent Kashmir can also open the trade whos® 
natural routes lie through Pakistan but are now blocked 
because of Kashmir's accession to India.- 

With some plausibility these forces argue that if the’ 
India government can follow the path of taking loans 
from the Americans to tide over its difficulties, why should 
not an mdependent Kashimr be able to do it. 

The leaders of the Sheikh Abdullah group, who 
held the reins of government so far, now want to pursue 
this line in order to hide their failures and divert the at 
tention of the masses from these failures and their real 
reasons 

The reactionaries fail to point out the iate of Sou^ 
Korea that was occupied and devastated by the UNO 
Americans, the fate of the nearest neighbour state ot. 
Afghanistan, whose economy has been looted by the Am^ 
rtcans and -the fate of even India which, because of its 
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being tied up with sterling and dollar capiUl, is unable to 
take Us Independent road to progress 
In order to save Us own narrow interests this group 
utilising the ignorance of the masses, their discontent with 
the existing government, to sidetrack them into the -worst 
disaster that would follow Kashmir s separation from 
India and Us lineup with the UNO or Pakistan 
The go^•emmcnt of Sheikh Abdullah failed because it 
did not fully implement the land laws that were intended 
to rid the peasant of burdens of landlordism. It obstructeo 
and suppressed the peasant forces that were implement 
ing the laws with their own action It allowed unreason 
able levies on the peasant producers and allowed specula 
tors and landlords to get hold of them m the name of 
fcvding the towns. 

, It failed to prevent corruption in its own apparatus, 
which In the early stages of the incoming of the new state 
had the advantage of beuig run by the leadership of the 
National Conference and was not madei of hardened 
bureaucrats - i / - o ^ 

But when these new rulers themselves began to'' be 
transformed into the image of the old rulers, the* Sheikh 
Abdullah government did not allow the democratic masses 
to bring up their independent mass organisations and forces 
to correct the newly rising reactionaries; 

It now wants to hide its failures by diversionary slogans 
of independence to mislead the people ' 

The reactionaries m the governmental circles in India 
have also helped in the development by Insisting on lull 
accession on retaining the maharaja and the privy purse 
and by trying to grab the economy of Kashmir in the 
mterests of the big monopolists of India and by refusing 
to help the new state with greater financial aid unless 
their terms of full financial integration were accepted 
Moreover, the failure of the Sheikh Abdullah group to 
satisfy the just demands of the Jammu people m the 
matter of their language service employment and admini 
strative autonomy without separation from KasTumr en 
abled the landlord reactionaries to use the discontent of 
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the people and the help which certain reactionary hihdn 
circles rendered them has enabled ^ome leaders of th® 
Sheikh group to easily sow the idea m the minds of the 
Kaihrruri people of a fresh partition and separation from 
India 

Under such circumstances the democratic forces m 
Kashmir and Jammu must come forward to save the peo 
pie from these new designs of the imperialists and their 
consCTous supporters or misguided unconscious votaries 
The democratic forces must refuse to separate Kashmir 
from India as such separation will not mean mdependence 
for the people but enslavement and further impoverish 
ment 1 

The status that Kashmir has today by the act of limited 
accession and even the terms of the Delhi agreement, is 
such that thereby its people not only unite ih friendship 
with India, but they also stand to gam from the vast 
strength of the economy of India which is capable of help* 
mg Kashmir to grow prosperous provided the demo 
cratic forces on either side were able to make the govertt 
ments follow democratic poliaes. a 

By limited accession Kashmir retains its right to framP 
her own constitution, its own fundamental rights its own 
laws to abolish landlordism without compensation its nght 
to remove the maharaja and the pnvy purse and the right 
to be mdependent of the mterfercnce of the president of 
the Indian Republic 

The democratic forces both m Kashmir and India must 
struggle to let Kashmir retam this status of. virtual mde 
pendenee within the framework of the Indian Union to 
which it accedes m the very sense of limited accession. 

The existence of the Indian army must not mean and 
does not mean the occupation of Kashmir by an alien hos> 
tile conquering force mterfermg in the life of the people 

The Indian army only defends Kashmir against foreign 
invasion which task was given to it by the free consent 
of the Kashmiri people The Indian army must behave as 
a iriend for defence and not as a police force against the 
people mterfermg m the internal affairs of the country 
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Tne democratic forces on either side must see that the 
Delhi agreement renders adequate finanaal aid for solving 
the crisis in the life of the people and is not used as a 
weapon to dra^^ Kashmir v^ithin the vicious grip of the 
mon6poly financiers of India ’'if 
They must resist full flnafioil^ integration of the two 
states, as under present conditions the pouerful finance 
circles of India and their budgetary manoemTes wnll run 
the weak economy of Kashmir* and sow further seeds of 
'UspiCion and discontent 

Mutual benefit and cletelopment of people's mteresls 
must be the key to all agreements and their fmplenl&ntation 
\Vhile today Kashmir with its limited accession has all 
the advantages of independence and autonomy without 
being a prey to foreign intervention, the new slogans of 
separation and partitionwouldland Kkshmlrln the hands 
of Impierialjst warmongers and worst looters of its people. 

The democratic forces on (either side must see thsi the 
peasants of Kashmir are helped to rid themselves of the 
burden of landlordism. We must see that fnendly igtH- 
menls between India and Paklitan arb made to help open 
trade to the benefit of all and that a prosperous peasant 
and honest trader helps the artisan -to get Upch his feet 
again. ' ~ 

The democratic forces must campaign for the rights ol 
the Jammu and Ladakh people, in the matter of language, 
services, local administrative and finanaal autonomy and 
civil liberties - i 

Only 'when democratic forces inside and outside the 
tiatlonal Conference and the eons;Utuent assembly of Kash- 
mir, basing themselves' on the kisan sabhas and other orga 
niSations 6f the people, build a"'powerfuI democratic front 
and with the aid of their brethren m India develop a 
powerful movement and organisation to solve the problem 
of land, rent, taxes, civil liberties and the development of 
Kashmir's economy and succeed m thwarting the forces of 
imperialist Intervention, will the state o£ ^Kashmir and 
Jammu progress on the road to prosperity and independ 
ence 
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The dismissal of Sheikh Abdullah by sardar i nyasat an^ 
the formation of a new Kashmin government has come as 
the culmination of recent developments m Kashmir since 
Adlai Stevenson s visit there 

Sheikh Abdullah fell tn line with the American intrigues 
and came out for an independent Kashmir to be guaran 
teed by UNO, i e the Americans. 

The majority m his cabinet and jn the National Confe" 
ence working committee have opposed this move as detn 
mental to the Kashmiri people and stood for continued 
association with India under the terms of limited accession 
and Delhi agreement as the best guarantee of theil* auto 
nomous status and of moulding a democratic Kashmir with 
the help of the democratic movement m India. > 

In Kashmir there will be great confusion among the 
people The pro Pakistan elements and American agents 
will try to utilise this situation to rouse the people against 
India even mcitmg communal feelings They will utihs'* 
every weak spot every corrupt practice of the government 
every economic grievance of the people for this purpose 

It IS the job of all democratic elements to be alert 
take the initiative to become the champions of people 
against any antipopular measure or action of the govern 
ment while exposmg the pro American and commimal re 
actionary elements 

The> must be especially on guard against the watering 
down of the agrarian reforms and curtailmg democratic 
rights and demand greater reforms 


This sUtement of the politbureau was published in Crossroads 
IS August 1953 
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The go\cmmcnt of India has to thank itself 5or the seri* 
ous situation wnth which they are faced tiow Kashmir 
They were manocutred by Lord Mountbatten refer the 
issue to UNO and allowed Anglo American WPerialists to 
meddle in Kashmir affairs so far 
They ha\c allowed under the garb of UNC? obsen-ers. 
large number of Americans to stay in Kashmir and cany 
on their nefarious actuities for the last six >e?rs 
Will the go\cmmcnt of India take courafii^ and take 
drastic steps to rcmo^e American agents froi^i Kashmir 
and declare that the^ate of Kashmir shall be decided by 
the people of Kashmir alone and that they will not allow 
any British or American Interxcnilon. esbn in th® B^rb of 
UNO’ 

Will the gosemment of India do awa> with the rule of 
princely autocrats, in the name of rajpramuk'h? ntzams or 
aadar 1 riyasats and assure the tjeo^le democndic gos-em 
mcnt land and bread to the peasants and to the toiling 
masses’ i r ’ . * 

The people of Kashmir wnll continue tb be the side 
of India only If they see that the go\-emment cl India and 
the democratic movement in India are doing everything to 
relieve their acute economic distress and that their status 
of autonomy is not interfered with 
Already communal and vested reactionary cl^^rients in 
India like Hindu Mahasabha and Jana Sangh, who by their 
communal agitation in Jammu and India and lor total 
merger of Kashmir into India have strengthened commun 
al and pro Pakistani elements in Kashmir \alleyr ®re claim 
Ing that the dismissal of the Sheikh Abdullah government 
Is their victory and clamounng for total merger cE Kashmir 
with India 

There can be no more suiadal slogans than these The 
democratic elements in India must rouse themsslves and 
fight these communal reactionaries and their slCSa^is and 
actions a hundredfold more strongly, and rout them if we 
have to defeat the pro Pakistan and American elements m 
Kashmir and even more, If we have to save the democratic 
movement in India itself 
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The Conm.tmlst Pafty SppeeW to ,11 democfatlc elomilhls 
in Jammu and Kashmir and fciii>ccianj to thfe uorkers n' 
National CMfefence •Realise the ferave dangel- ot > 6 ur b 
lov-ed Kashmir valley Being Arann inlo the clutches of 
^encan imperialists under the fearb of Independent 
Kashmir Valley slogan 

Remember ymur glorious nalional struggle waged ov er the 
last two decades against princely autocratic rule and against 
feudalism and lor a new democratic Kashmir Remember 
the glorious defence you hale ^nt up against the raiders 
who wanted to seize Kashmir m 1947 


Stand firm and fight both against those who wan^ to drag 
you under American domination as well as against those 
who want total merger and to destroy the autonomy guar 
anteed to you ^ ^ 

I r 

Forge a broad united democratic movement and organl 
sation to carry on the struggle successfully 
The democratic forces m India shall be with you m jOUt 
struggle end shaU carry their part ot the Jdb in routing the 
communal and vested reactionary Interests here m India 



14 Regarding the People s Democratic Fronf in Hyderabad 

We have had to waii so long- after our talks at -Hydera 
had before 'we could reply to yoar letter because we want- 
ed to discu«s it in our central committee and give you 
a considered reply This was so because of thfe importance 
of the issues you have raisdd viz the character, the form 
and the method df building, the united front movement m 
India m general and m Hyderabad m particular We hope 
you will understand the delay 

It Is natural and Correct tor the democratic parties to 
seek tUnfication of the views and understanding of other 
parties. We certainly weldfirie the opportunity for^end 
ly discu^iOh -wnth you on Ssorae of the Jundamental pro* 
bleitis facing the democratic movement m India £ut we 
are sorry to find m your letter that you bav^ not only 
raided questions of umted front but m doing so have re 
sotted to baseless accusations iknd the exploded slanders 
that are the usual itodc in trade ot anticommunists 

It Was the bomhilinist Patty of India that first put for 
ward thS very concept of a united frbnt of ^1 democratic 
forces in India We have beeri advocating and we contmue 
to Work for the realisation of a united democratic front 
This li so because we firmly believV that only the coming 
together of all democratic parties grdups and even mdivi 

Govlndlai M Shroff (League of Sodalfet Workers) pr M N 
Jaisoorya (Democratic People s Party) sent a letter on 2 September 
1853 to the pol tburo of the^CPI expressing dissatisfaction at the 
v.'Sy In wh eh the peoples democratic front of Hyderabad was be 
lag functioned In the course of bus letter tiicy put forward their 
own opinions regarding the rt>P— Its character form role ^etc In 
this way certain basic issues and guesUons were raised concerning 
the united front tactics of the CPI On behalf of the CC P Ramn 
murti replied amf answered these guesUons on 15 November Both 
(he letters were printed In Party tetter No 1 25 February 195^ 
Here only Ramamurti s reply la prinfW » 
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duals will enable the democratic forces to defeat the reac- 
tionary congress regime — the regime that safeguards inter- 
ests of landlords, the British imperialists and the mono- 
polists collaborating v-ith them. 

>Ve are equaUy-convinced.thai what India needs today 
is not single-party government but a government based 
on a coalition of all democratic, forces. , Only sudi a gtn*' 
ernment replacing the existing congress government and 
implementing a de.mocfatic program will be able to soh-e 
the present problems of bur people, build our national eco- 
nomy and eruure the w’ell-being of our people. 

It is -^is firm faith that has enabled the Communist 
Party- to strive ito hardest in Travancore-Cochin, in Hyde- 
rabad, in Madras, in Bengal,. in UP— in fact in every part 
of the country to build the united' front despite many ups 
and downs. The. recent struggles that were conducted in 
Bengal are but the latest examples of the strenuous efforts 
that the Communist .Party puts up in order, to build .the 
united, front for safeguarding . and defending the interests 

of the'people. ^ ; 

■ Before we pro^^d ^further,. 'it. is necessary to state that 
In agrwment with your conception of the muted 
democratic fTOnt,"^ e are convinced tl^t your conceptioi^ 
frtro. bringing together, the existing apolitical parties, 
will lead to their further estrabgemenL.. Fab from helping 
to bund the unity.of ^e classes and their united mass or- 
ganisations; your conception will lead to further disruption 
of the mass organisations and of whatever unity has al- 
ready been adiieved in them. It will thus lead to the 
weakening of the democratic movement itself and negate 
the \-ery objective of the united democratic front, viz the 
unity of democratic forces. 

You advocate that the united democratic front today 
"must have direct basis and loyalty of magg organisations"J 
that it must be an organisation "formulating and executing 
its program and policy democratically and within its own 
right” and "with ite own disdpliae”. You further state: 
'Today the united front of parties would not be an effective 
or countrywide proposition. If the mam be of * 
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united political front of mass organisations then the united 
front should bo of countrywide and Uniform character’ 

You further od%'Ocate that the political parties should 
be represented at all levels o! the united front organisations 
but the representation of parties should not outweigh the 
representation of mass organisations’ 

You want that the mass organisations should be autono 
mous as far as their economic problems are concerned but 
should be united politically wnih the united front as the 
common political expression. They should have major re 
presentation at'all levels of the united front ' 

It will thus be seen that jour conception is one of an 
other political party, a superparty or a political organisa-^ 
tlon '’formulating and executing its program and policies 
and in its own right and with its own discipline Such 
a concept Is not a concept of the united front at all The 
\cry basis of the concept of^the united front is the inde* 
pendence' of the various parties,, groups end mdmduals 
but they act together on the basis of agreement with re- 
gard to different issues or lor a common program 
Communist Party s conception of united front is basicall/ 
a front of classes Our party has placed a program before 
the people with its edge directed against the landlords and 
against the British Iropenallsts. Our program demands 
land to the peasant and of freeing our economy from the 
shackles of British imperialism. We believ e that the ful 
filment of such a program is in the interest of all classesTif^ 
our people except the feudal landlords. Although these 
classes may have mutually conflicting interests nonetheless 
the fact remains that imperialism and feudalism constitute i 
the common enemies of all and constitute the biggest obsta 
cle standing in the way of our country s progress. Our 
concept of united front arises from these common interests- 
between these various classes , 

In our country today diflferent democratic political 'par-* 
ties or groups exist, -some countrywide "some confined to 
some provinces elpne, who hatre iollowdng' flmong-'these 
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Workers Pan>) even ta Dvpid triangular conlesla Jn Ihe 
general elections We know the consequences 
Insisting On the acceptance of our minimum program or 
the program of any other party or groups will certainly not 
be conducive to the bringing together of ail the democrat e 
parties, groups and individuals 

Under the existing conditions therefore it is only the 
coming together of the various groups parlies and indm 
duab on whatever issues and in whatever places thej can 
and leading the masses m their day to day struggles that 
will help m the process of the development of the unitetl 
front As a result of the coming together and leading the 
struggles of the masses common understanding grows be 
tween the parties which helps in the process of the crjsta* 
Ixsalion of Ihtf common program. The agreement on such i 
program itself wnll become wider and wnder as a result of 
struggling together and leading 'the masses in their 
struggles '' 

We Judge cvcrj-thlng on this basis WTiatever helps in 
the development of the united struggles of the masses helps 
the development o! the united front Whatever hinders 
the development of the struggles of the masses also hinders 
the development of the united front ^ 

It wnll be clear therefore that the building up of the 
united front is a process which takes into account the exist 
mg concrete realities It is no use bemoaning the fact that 
there are parties and groups which are not of an alllndi 
character It is not enough if we bu^ld a sort of left luuty 
The task Is to build a broad front of democratic parties, 
groups and individuals t 

We must be prepared to have agreement ev^n on a local 
scale on issues and demands and act toother with what 
ever political party or groups or even prominent indivi 
duab who are prepared to Join hands w ith us As we hav^ 
pointed out earlier the agreement may be on one issue or 
on a number of issues. It is with this land of united func 
tioning and building the united democratic committees fo- 
specif^c purposes that will lead to greater and greater under 
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standing among the various dements, draw them closer 
and will lead ultimately to a stronger and cohesive imited 
democratic front organisation f ’ 


U'nTED DEMOCRATIC FRONT AND MASS ORGANISATIONS 

I 

We feel that at the present stage and tinder the existing 
conditions the TJDF can. only be a front of political parties 
groups and individuals amvmg at .agreements from place to 
place and time to time, ever widenmg the scope of thesf* 
agreements and it cannot be a mass political organisation to 
begin wnth even on a local or provincial scale, leave alone 
an all India scale „ t ' 

Your demand that ' mass organisations should be autono 
mous as far their economic problems are concerned but 
that they should be politically in the united front as th 
c'rnmon political expression” is basically a wrong propos* 
tion. Mass organisations are the embodiment of the unit} 
of the class It cannot surrender its right to any other 
organisation. 

Secondly, the acceptance of such a proposition would 
lead to the disruption of the mass organisation Certain 
congressmen and socialists have set up their own trad* 
unions and other mass organisations *^15 path has led to 
the disruption of the unity of the mass organisations. 

"Working class and other people are realismg to a greater 
and greater extent <furing the last five years that disunit} 
in their class organisations weakens them in their struggle 
against the exploiters, and the urge for unity is groumg 
rapidly among them. To follow the discredited path 
those who have attempted to di^upt the unity of the 
organisations will be wTong Su<i»' a course,' in^ead of help 
ing the masses to conduct their struggles, would help the 
exploiters to succeed in their attacks on the masses *^ere 
fore this course today would lead to the undermmmg 0^ 
the very foundation of the development of the UDF via the 
struggles of the masses " - ^ 

We feel that today, m the conditions pre\’ailing m the 
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country \shcre the unitj of the trade unions kisan sabhas 
and other mass organisations has got to be foijght for and 
Immediately achieved no mass organisation can bo affiliated 
to the democratic front m any part of our country Once 
jou make it a condition that the mass organisation— either 
trade union or kisan sabha or any other — should be affilia 
ted to a political party — be it the Congress the PSP or 
the UDF — no united mass organisation can be built The 
Communist Party has newr accepted and can never accept 
the theory of mass organisations being subordinated to a 
political party It has always advocated for united mass 
organisations where Its members are free to hold any poll 
tical Mew but submit to the democratic decision of the ma 
jorily of the workers 


UDP IN A«rMBLir< and PAWivMDrr 

'^ou have objected to our functioning in the parliament 
in the name of our own party On top of it >ou also allege 
that Ajoy Ghosh had admitted it to be a tactical blunder 

\Vc deny this allegation against our general secretary as 
entirely baseless Our central committee resolution of 
March 1952 was sery categorical and laid down the course 
we should follow in the parliament That resolution was 
openly published and in a meeting of parliament members 
which was attended by Dr Jaisoorya himself Dange 
explained that resolution It was not objected to by an> 
one then 

In pursuance of that resolution %%e have been attemptmg 
to form a coordinating committee of different political par 
ties groups and Individuals In parliament We have made 
it clear that each party can function m its owm name while 
on all agreed issues all parties either In their own name or 
m the name of the united front can present a united oppo 
sition It is because of this sve have been able to preserve 
a large measure of unity and agreement so far Many a 
time members belonging to the USO PDF and KSP have 
made statements and allegations which we wrould neier 
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have allowed to go on bchalt o( the UDF wnthout then ana 
there repudiating them 

From all these it will be clear that our approach to this 
problem of building and consolidating the united front Is 
not based on the Communist Part> 5 desire to impose Hs 
will on other parties and groups \\ e do not insist on th^ir 
acceptance of our program or demand that thej merge into 
the UDF but seek to cooperate writh them on the basis of 
that to which a particular group or party or Individual 
agrees 

It will equally be clear that we believe that the onl> 
waj to build the UDF on a oountrj'wide scale is by way 0 * 
various democratic parties and groups and individuals 
coming together on whatever Issues and in whatever places 
the> can agree to work and lead the masses In their dav 
to day struggles to get their demands and building th" 
various mass organisations as united organs of struggle 
As the struggles develop understanding among the parties 
will grow, leading and produong the agreement between 
them. Thus alone it will be possible to set up a countrywide 
united front organisation, without sacrificing the mdepcnd 
ence of particular parties or groups 
The stark realitj that has to faced is that difleren* 
parties and groups have not come together on the basis of 
joint and united struggles of the masses ov er a long period 
Only m the recent past they are being drawn together i” 
a number of struggles over wide areas of our country 
In spite of the fact that political unity on a programmatic 
basis has not been achiev^ between different political paf 
ties and groups immense possibibties are opening up 1°’’ 
coming together on various issues affecting our people ani 
together leading the struggles of the masses on an unpre- 
cedented scale. 

an agreement is reached on any issue and a unites 
front IS formed, the Communist Party is anxious and will 
do everything m its power to develop common activi 
under the auspices of the united front. This is exactly 
what we do for example m. the recent struggles at Cal 
cuttta and elsewhcrcw 
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But It must be clearly understood that the development 
of such joint activity is not dependent on the Communist 
Party alone Other parties and groups also must agree to 
it The Communist Party cannot impose its will on the 
other parties and groups It can only argue and persuade 
But where the other parties or groups do not agree to 
such joint activity the Communist Party cannot sit quiet 
with folded hands. It cannot ask the masses to wait till 
there is agreement between the vanous parties 
The party has a duty by the masses and it will mobilise 
them on every political, economical and social issue irres 
pective of the fact that it has not been able to achieve 
agreements with other parties At the same tune, the 
Communist Party does not stand in the way of other par 
ties doing likewise 

It is that what the central committee resolution of March 
1S53, which you have quoted, emphasises. 

The united front does not grow and get consolidated by 
Communist Party or other parties giving up such mobilise 
tion, but on the other band, such mobilisation facilitates 
the coming together and joint activity of democratie parties 
and groups. 

Our approach to the whole problem is based on two 
factors that are of fundamental importance Firstly, no 
party will be allowed to impose its will on others and the 
independence of each party will be fully guaranteed Se 
condJy, different parties functioning m the UDF and dove 
loping the umted mass movement instead of weakenmg the 
component parties will only strengthen themselves We 
also believe that the stronger the political parties the 
stronger will be the UDF movement 
It is because of all these considerations that UDF com 
nuttees at vanous levels wiU have to be a front of parties 
groups and mfluential individuals and function as coord 
natmg bodies and cannot become alternative political or 
ganisations J^o mass organisation should be affiliated to 
the UDF committees at the present stage 
It IS not for us now to speculate .,when the UDF organi 
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sation will de\'elop on a countrywide scale in future, what 
•organisational structure it will assume, whether mass or- 
ganisations will be represented by means of collective a®* 
liation along with political parties or will have individual 
membership etc- 


Untto) Democratic Front in IhuER-iBAD 

^1 this applies to the PDF m Hyderabad. 

Here we have to make one point very clear. In 
letter you say "evidence supports the conclusion that m 
Hyderabad people have thought in terms of_the PDF, r^* 
ther than in terms of constituent parties of the PDF. I* 
matters little to them whether it is a party or a united 
front". The reality in Hyderabad and especially in Telan- 
gana is the other'wayround. 

We would a^o take this opportunity of clearing the nu** 
understanding which you seem to have dewloped as ^ 
evident from your statement that "after one -year’s const 
deration and hesitation, reserving the unfetter^ right of 
the party, they have permitted the PDF some organisa- 
tional structure and executive function similar to the one 
adopted by the PDF council as an interim agreement m 
June 1952". We did consent to the setting up of PDF com- 
mittees up to taluh le\-el in Telangana; but we were ver> 
clear then, as we are today, that no PDF committee can 
be formed either at taluk or town or any level unless there 
are other political parties or influential mdivlduals who a^® 
prepared to come into a united front committee along with 
the Communist Party. ' 

You yourself haw stated in your letter that "it would 
be better to have straightway a coordinating front with no 
day to-day executive function". 

We agree with you that in the present stage of deve- 
lopment, the PDF in Hyderabad should function as a cO 
ordinatmg body, whidi Aall meet and discuss vano'^ 
issues and come to agreement between the parties, groups 
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and individuals for the development of common mass cam 
paign and struggle 

It Is not that we are denying the UDF committees daily 
functions But m fact we want every local committee to 
ever widen its daily functions day by day ever widen 
the common understanding on a larger number of issueti 
and draw mto its activities larger numbers of groups nnd 
individuals 

It is obvious that decisions m this committee can only 
be taken on the basis of unanimity And where no unani 
mity is reached each party is free to take its own course 
of action We are not prepared to accept your decision 
that m local PDF committees decisions can be taken by 
two thirds majority unless all the representatives of a po 
litical party unanimously v-ote agamst the particular de 
nsion 

Our approach is a democratic approach. From our ex 
perience at Calcutta m Hyderabad in Madras and else 
where we know what happens When UDF committees are 
formed we give equal representation to every small group 
or individual along with mass parties When a mass party 
disagrees with the particular issue and refuses to giv6 up 
its stand the overwhelming majority present can accu«e 
the party as not accepting the overwhelming democratic 
vote or decision It is clear that this democratic vote does 
not represent the overwhelming majority of the people 
mobilised behind all these parties But if the same party 
should insist that these PDF committees be formed on the- 
basis of their respective strength then it will be a ver^ 
difficult position for the smaller parties and groups The 
mass party would be accused of trying to swamp others On 
this basis there would never be a umted front committee 
It IS just because of this we insist that the UDF commit 
tees take decisions by agreement on the issues that face 
them 

As far as the legislature of Hyderabad is concerned the 
parties and groups and individuals In the PDF should we 
think, function as a front on the various questions that 
come up m the legislature on the basis of agreement Where 
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sation will develop on a countrywide scale m future, what 
organisational structure it will assume, whether mass or 
ganisations will be represented by means Of collective affi 
liation along with political parties or wall ha\e individual 
membership etc 


United Democratic Trost in Hyder.U5AD 

All this applies to the PDF in Hyderabad 
Here we have to make one point very clear In your 
letter you say ’ evidence supports the conclusion that in 
Hyderabad people have thought in terms of„the PDF, ra 
ther than m terms of constituent parties of the PDF It 
matters little to them whether it is a party or a united 
front' The reality in Hyderabad and especially m Telan 
gana is the other way round 
We would also take this opportunity of clearing the ini» 
understanding -which you seem to have developed as 
evident from your statement that 'after one -year’s consi 
deration and hesitation, reserving the unfettered right of 
the party, they have permitted the PDF some organisa 
tional structure and executivp function similar to the one 
adopted by the PDF council as an interim agreement m 
June 1952’ We did consent to the setting up of PDF com 
mlttees up to taluk level m Telangana but v,e were very 
clear then, as we are today, that no PDF committee can 
be formed either at taluk or town or any level unless there 
are other political parties or mfluential mdividuals who are 
prepared to come into a united front committee along with 
the Communist Party 

You yourself have stated m your letter that ' it would 
be better to have straightway a coordmatmg front with no 
day to day executive function" 

We agree with you that m the present stage ol deve 
lopment, the PDF in Hyderabad should function as a co 
ordinating body, which shall meet and discuss vanoua 
issues and come to agreement between the parties, group* 
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and individuals for the development of common mass cam 
paign and struggle 

It is not that we are denymg the UDF committee’s daily 
functions But in fact ue want every local committee to 
ever widen its daily functions day by day, ever w iden 
the common understandmg on a larger number of issues 
and draw mto its activities larger numbers of groups and 
mdmduals 

It is obvious that decisions in this committee can only 
be taken on the basis of unanimity And where no unani 
mlty IS reached, each parly is free to take its own course 
of action. We ore not prepared to accept your decision 
that in local PDF committees decisions can be taken b> 
tw, 0 thirds majority, unless all the representatives of a po 
litieal party unanimously vote against the particular de 
CIS) on 

Our approach ts a democratic approach. From our ex 
perience at Calcutta, m Hyderabad, in Madras and else 
where w know what happens. When UDF committees are 
formed, we give equal representation to every small group 
or individual along with mass parties When a mass ^arty 
disagrees with the particular issue and refuses to givi up 
Its stand, the overwhelming majority present can accuse 
the party as not accepting the 'overwhelming' democratic 
\ote or decision It is dear that this democratic vote does 
not represent the overwhelmmg majority of the people 
mobilised behind all these parties But if the same party 
should insist that these PDF committees be formed on the 
basis of their respective strength, then it will be a verj 
difBcult position for the smaller parties and groups The 
mass party would be accused of trying to swamp others On 
this basis there would never be a united front committee 
It is just because of this we insist that the UDF commit 
tees take decisions by agreement on the issues that face 
them 

As far as the legislature of Hyderabad Is concerned, the 
parties and groups and individuals m the PDF should, we 
thmk, function as a front on the various questions that 
come up in the legislature on the basis of agreement Where 
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no agreement is reached each party must be free to tak** 
Its own stand 

It should be clearly imderstood that the front inside the 
assembly is there only for the purpose of legislative acti 
vities They can have a common program wihch they 
should endeavour to fight for inside the assembly and cam 
paign for outside unitedly thus helping the building of 
united mass campaigns and struggles 


Questions of WoRn>cciAss LnAOEasinp 

We are amazed at your statement 

So far the Indian proletariat as such has neither led 
the struggle of the peasants and other workmg people nor 
has It developed to any tangible extent that social and revo 
Jutionary consciousness as the Russian proletariat m 191® 
The workingclass leadership therefore m practice means 
CPI leadership and m our experience they have always at 
tempted to equate leadership with CPI leadership since 
the CPI does not recognise any other party than itself as 
the workmgclass party We may be mistaken, but this i» 
the impression we have gamed from the actions and beha 
viour of their lesser lights with the petty commissar ment® 
hty But,t all things considered the CPI has failed to esta 
blish itself in national leadership in the past It is also 
admitted that it has passed through and has not yet com 
pleted passmg through a senes of serious sectarian periods 
In such a background the slogan takes a shape in practice 
to somehow impose this leadership on every front at all 
strategic levels The somehow' mcludes even undemocra 
tie methods and mtrigues. That leads to undemocratic 
functionmg and a gulf between the CPI and the other 
constituents of the front It must also be pointed out 
that this call is not merely local but from the centre and 
probably forms a basic principle 

We cannot write here a history of Indian workmgclass 
movement and its role m the national struggle for freedom 
without which we despair to convince you of the fantastic 
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formulations made in the above quotation It is the work 
ing class that ga-\e the national movement one of the mos* 
effective forms of struggle the mass general strike which 
the bourgeoisie tried its best to discourage by placing be 
fore the people its own specific satyagraha form of strug 
gle The glorious part the working class has played bv 
means of its struggles not only on the economic plane but 
on the political plane as well as w^s evidenced in 1946 dur 
mg the days of the RIN mutiny need not be repeated here 
It is also necesary to point out that it is the workingclass 
struggle that had msptred the organisation of the kisan 
aabha and other class organisations 
We never stated that by shouting at the top of our voice 
workingclass leadership it would be established The role 
and the leadership of the wrorking class will be accepted as 
it wages struggles in support of the various other classes 
fn support of their struggles and demands 
We are convinced that to the extent the working class m 
alliance with the peasantry builds a revolutionary move* 
ment to that extent sections of the middle classes mtelli 
gentsia and later even the national bourgeoisie will rallv 
in the UDF We will certainly approach the mtelhgentsia 
and the middle classes positively and patiently explain to 
them the undeniable fact that their mterests as well as the 
future of the Indian people lie m their joining the front 
of the working class and peasantry and not that of the 
landlords and the monopolists We can never accept the 
theory that the basis of the Indian revolutionary move 
ment is the middle class and the intelligentsia Your In 
terpretahon of Chinese history we must pomt out is 
totally wrong Instead of depending on stray quotations 
from people like Jack Belden, iwe w«u]d request you to 
study the writing of the authoritative leaders of Chinese 
revolution sudi as Mao and Liu Shao chi 

The three three three system that the Chinese comrades 
adopted came not when they started biuldmg the united 
efentocrafrc imreeimfiTtf’ Irat ett aw jArgie aif JJip 

revolution when the united front had grown in struggles 
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^ when they elected people's government councils in 
ed thfa syS 

that example here when the united 
front movement m m the beginning stages, 

tlunk It necessary to answer here your in- 
undemocratic methods and .intrigues", 
lesser lights with pelty-commissar mentaUty”, etc. Suffice 

criTcah tuoctioni more demo- 

cratically than any other party in the country. 

0,,?'.*'^.“”'!"^''°”' P°“‘ ““t ‘hat to spite of 

our anxieties to contmue PDF. it was Shri Dhage, one of 

r Shri- Jaisoorya! who had 

counea Of statei, a 

strlT s”en“tor“ ““ 

W?’reSwy' dTn«'cTam"to*L'"'tL°^ ‘ootarian periods 

w to'toem b ““ facTthS^rh'^e 

them. Our whole pa^.yT.erur:Ta"profr 

way^efore it^gmdanS’^lTf f^^ed^by" fhe “o^? 

before w, secure the full conSdence of the 
majority of our people. But that is no reasorihT^-e 
"“'■.'‘"aorslanding of the poUtical sitLuon 
he Tl,r^ struggles in the mterest of the people 

when they are convinced that they are correct 
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CaM) lotwuo Nation u. liuu)rnoN's 

\ou repeat the usual anUconsmunut slanders that the 
CPI docs not find it advisable to recognise and assimilate 
the national movement the best traditions imd following 
of the countrj and its people 

lie are proud of our country and our peoples best 
achievements and struggles In fact the working class 
and peasants of our country have laid down glorious tra 
ditions under the leadership of the party We arc doing 
our best to carr> forward the best traditions of the na 
ticnal movement in the present conditions discarding all 
that is dead and obsolete It is because of this that the 
vast majority of the old revolutionaries from the Gadar 
babas Babar Akrlis Bhagat Singh s colleagues Bengal 
revolutionaries and numberless patriots drawn from the 
congress movements have already Joined our part> And 
more and more are turning towards us all over the coun 
try 


I rnvvTutnoiiAL Lovultits 

It is no wonder after thus repeating the abovementioned 
slanders you have taken up this one of all our policies 
being determined by Moscow or Comintern or Comm 
form in other words by extraterritorial loj’altles The 
imperialists and feudal landlords and the monopolism 
who collaborate wnth the imperialists have been repeating 
this slander The development of our party and the 
growing support of the people prove that they did not 
succeed in confusing the people by this myth. 

Our loyalty is to our own country which means to the 
mass of our people We have stood and fought for the 
freedom of India and its people and its unity We have 
always exposed the feudal landlords and monopolists 
their parties and their leadership how they have been 
beltaymg our nabonal mtcieste The cause of India s free 
dom and Indian unity m the mterests of foreign imperial 
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ists, espeaally the British imperialists And we will con 
tinue to do it In fact, our program is the only program 
which can guarantee freedom and^ independence of our 
country and the unfettered sovereignty of its people And 
we will fight for it doggedly ^ 

Our theory of nationality and selfdetermination never 
meant separation of different nationalities in India leading 
to disruption of Indian umty and partition of India We 
have concretised this in very unambiguous terms, m the 
demand for Imguistie states and provmcial autonomy m 
the united democratic people’s republic of India 


Attitude to Relief Wore i 

You accuse the Commumst Party of India that ' it con 
siders all constructive work as reformism” You then 
go on to enunaate your profound theory, ’’relief is the 
real and immediate thing while revolution is a distant ne 
eessity” 

No comment on this is required We have made our 
position very clear, how party workers must utilise every 
relief measure and see that it actually benefits the people 
In fact, m Rayalaseema, m Maharashtra, m Tamilnadu 
and m various other states, which are m the grip of famine 
it Is the workers of the Communist Party that were m 
the forefront of the relief work. In Bengal, it is the 
Communist Party that stood m the forefront m mobilising 
people for the demand for relief against distress 
But we do not think that the people’s miseries will be 
substantially relieved by the existing government Nor do 
we consider that revolution is a distant necessity XJnfor 
tunately for us though the revolution is a crying neces 
sity today, we are not In a position to carry it through as 
soon as we desire or as the crying necessity demands 
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\ lorx^c^ AND NovnoiiNCE 

You also accuse us for bcllc\mg in violence or "armed 
struggle" and demand that ue •eschew it unreser\ edJy’ 
We have to remind jou of the ansucr to thb’bogj* of 
violence that the UDF of Hyderabad gave less than two 
3 ears ago m Its election manifesto This is uhat >’0U 
yourself had stated in that document. 

*lt is obvious that all those who are pledged to the 
mighty reconstruction of the life of the downtrodden 
masses, to the regeneration of a new culture of all peo- 
ple, are pledged to stand for democratic methods and can 
have no love for v lolenee, bloodshed or civ il war. It is the 
attitude and practice of the exploiters of the people, who 
are determined to protect their Interests by total suppres 
*ion of the people and at any cost, that drive the masses 
fo the different methods of struggle and for selfdefenee 
It Is, therefore, wrongful to indulge in loose talk about 
violence and nonviolence m dealing with basic problems 
of life of the people In fact it is being today used bj’ 
the vested Interests to sidetrack the real issues and per 
petuate their tjranny' 

We cannot but ask you whj you are raising this ques 
tion to us now’’ One would have expected you to have 
raised this Issue with the government of H>derabad with 
the landlords there who are indulging in loot and murder 
and have let loose armed gangs on the peasants The 
devastation caused by these armed gangs to the villagers 
in Tielangana are too well known lo be recounted here 
This letter, we hope will clear any misunderstanding It 
should help us to work together in developing the mass 
movement and conductmg grownng mass campaign and 
struggles on the various econonuc and political i«sues that 
face our people By taking up such issues and develop 
Ing mass campaign and struggles jointly we wnll be really 
helping m the development of a firm democratic front 
We can and should have faith m our people and their 
genius to evolve the form of the front in the course of the 
development of the democratic movement *• ’ 
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1 The signing of th* armistice m Korea on 27 July 
1953 v.a5 a mighty victory for the heroic Korean people 
and their allies, the Chinese peoples volunteers, for the 
forces of world peace, a great success for the peaceful 
policy of the Soviet Union, the People's Republic 
China and other democratic states, and a heavy blc* 
against the aggressive imperialists led by America and 
their plans for world domination. 

2 The American imperialists, when launching the war 
of intervention against the Korean people, had expected 
qxuck victory, which, they hoped, would facilitate exten 
Sion of the war against the People’s Republic of Chin*' 
They had hoped that the demonstration of their military 
might would consolidate the aggressive alliance they had 
forged, cow down opponents, shatter the patriotic resist 
ance of the freedomloving peoples and compel the vaol 
lators to line up behind 'them, thus making possible the 
undertalong of new military ventures against peaceloving 
and democratic states as well as against colonial pf^iples 
struggling for independence 

These hopes were shattered by the iheroic p<*ople of 
Korea and their allies, the Chinese people's volunteers. 
Their success has exploded the myth of American xnv'in 
ability, caused panic and confusion in the imperialist 
camp and heightened th** courage and confidence of the 
freedomloving p'^oples It has been rightly haded as a 
great victory for the peace forces in every country Th*’ 
truce m Korea, concretely demonstrating the possibilit> 


ResolnUon adopted by the third party coDgreis Madnrai, 27 
cember 1953 to 4 January 1954 
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of defeating the plans of the warmongers, has given a 
powerful mipctus to -the world peace movement 

3 The growing might and the powerful peace polic> 
of the Sowet Union, the People’s Republic of China and 
the people's democraaes the smashing of the" much 
\aunted monopoly of the US imperialists in the field of 
atom and hydrogen weapons, the increasmg power and 
sweep of the struggles of the colonial peoples, the scotch 
mg of the American inspired fascist provocations in Berlin, 
have further strengthened the struggle for peace 

4 The world peace movement the independent mass 
movement of hundreds of millions in all countnes has 
growTi mto a powerful and vital force of great importance 
in the struggle against the outbreak of a third world war 
The appeal of the World Peace Council that all disputes 
should be settled by negotiations and peaceful means is 
being endorsed by vast numbers of people m every coun 
try The demand for the cessation of the war in Vietnam, 
the demand for the freedom of the colonial peoples the 
demand for the abandonment of measures to rearm Ger 
man Imperialism and for peaceful reunification of Germany 
on a democratic basis, the demand that the Chinese Peoples 
Republic should be accorded its rightful place in the 
council of nations above all the demand that the great 
pouTrs should meet and resolve all diflerences peacefully 
—these are becoming the demands of vast masses m every 
country 

5 As a result ^of these developments as well as the 
increasingly rapadous demands made by American imps 
nalists who, because of the fiasco of their policies and the 
growmg crisis of their economy are resorting to more 
and more desperate^and provocative tactics conflicts and 
contradictions are sharpening inside the imperialist camp 
particularly between American impenahsm and the Bn 
tish and m the relations between the imperialist powers 
and dependent countries The American move to form the 
socalled European defence community with a rearmed 
Germany as its core, the attempt to convert the UNO mto 
a docile instrument of Its aggressive policy the blatant 
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support to the gangster methods of its henchman, Sytig* 
man Rhec, the effort to sabotage the Korean ‘peace nego- 
tiations, the exclusion of neutral Asian nations like India 
from the political conference on Korea, are meeting resi 
stance not only from the mass of people but even from a 
number of bourgeois governments In defiance of th® 
American ban, a number of governments hax-e established 
trade relations with the USSR and with other democratic 
countries 

6 Significant in these respects is also the role played 
by the India government on a number of important inter 
national issues in the recent period — a role appreciated by 
the peacelovmg masses and states The India government's 
denunciation of the atom bomb, its help in endmg the 
hostilities in Korea, its condemnation of the tactics 
Syngman Ehee, Us opposition to the American move ic 
transform Pakistan into a warbase. are factors helping the 
cause of peace , 

The cause of peace has been further strengthened by the 
growing bond of friendship and of cultural relations be 
tween the people of India on the one hand and the USSB 
and Chinese People's Republic on the other. The con 
elusion of the recent trade agreement between India and 
the USSR on mutually advantageous terms carries for 
ward this process and can also help to reduce India’s 
dependence on imperialist powers 

7 While there has been m recent months a certain 
amount of relaxation of international tension and a con 
siderable extension of the possibility of maintenance of 
peace, it would be a dangerous mistake to believe that 
the policies of the warmongers have been totally defeated 
or that the war plans have been abandoned, even temper 
arily The fact is that efforts to sabotage the Korean 
peace negotiations have Intensified, the rearming of Gaf 
many la being speeded up, creating a centre of aggression 
in the very heart of Europe, the policy of atomic blackmail 
iis bemg contmued Further, foiled m Korea, the American 
(imperialists have redoubled their efforts in other parts of 
"Asia as seen in the military ^coup In Iran and m the m 
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creased support to the French imperialists agamst the 
Vietnamese people Abo\e all, the mtngues m Kashmir 
and the proposed military alliance with Pakistan have 
brought the preparations for acts of aggression to the very 
threshold of India. 

8 Rightly resented by all sections of people m India, 
Including congressmen, this alliance has farreachmg reac- 
tlonarj aims directed against the USSR and the Chinese 
People's Republic and also constitutes a serious menace to 
India It Is also a senous threat to the peace and national 
independence of Pakistan itself Entrenching themselves 
in Pakistan with the help of Its Teaetionary and corrupt 
leaders, building military bases there and securmg control 
over its ccemomy and political life, ov’cr its armed forces, 
Its manpower and resources, the American impenalists 
want to bring pressure on the India government to compel 
It to line up With them and give them similar concessions 
in India also The success of American attempts m this 
sphere would inevitably mean Indies sovereignty and 
freedom being reduced to a Action, colossal war burdens 
on the Indian people, a ruthless attack on the forces of 
democracy and peace in India Further, it will aggravate 
the relations between India and Pakistan, will encourage 
chauvmistic communal sentiments, will be a perpetual 
threat to the democratic movements in each country and 
wdll faalitate the strengthening , of the imperialist grip 
over both Amencan moves In Pakistan, therefore, con 
stltute a grave menace to the Indian people, a menace 
against which the entire country must be mobilised. 

9 Hence a moat important task before the Communist 
Party and before every patriotic party, organisation and 
individual today is to expose the manoeuvres of the Ame 
rican warmongers, to rouse the people agamst the menace 
that threatens them, to bring about the broadest , unity of 
popular forces on this issue and on its basis develop a 
powerful campaign to defeat Amencan intrigues against 
the Asian peoples, to defend the cause of freedom, demo 
cracy and peace ftfass organisations espeaaffy^ organisa 
tlons of workers and peasants, whose part m the struggle 
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for peace has hitherto been extremely inadequate, have tc 
play a big role m this task. For it is the active parlic: 
pation of broad masses on which will depend the strength 
and sweep of the movement While conducting this cam 
paign it IS necessary to guard agamst the danger of reac 
tionary elements utilismg the situation for fomenting 
hmdu muslim hatred, for sowing hostility against the peo- 
ple of Pakistan and giving such slogans as trade war 
agamst Pakistan It must be emphasised again and again 
that it IS not the people of Pakistan that are responsible 
for the nulitary pact that on the contrary, they will have 
to bear heavy burdens as a result of the pact, that demo 
cratic forces and elements m Pakistan are opposing the 
pact and their own reactionary Jeaders who are leadmg 
them Into It, that therefore the task of the Indian people 
is to develop their own campaign m such a way as streng 
thens the forces of freedom and democracy in both coun 
tries and thus defeat the plans of the American imperial 
ists 

10 The rapid penetration of Amencan impenalism 
that IS takmg place m various spheres of our economj 
and political life also constitutes a grave danger The 
Amencan imperialists are not merely seekmg to exert 
pressure on India by creating a base in Pakistan, they are 
also linkmg themselves up with extreme reactionary el** 
ments both inside and outside the Congress and with right 
wmg soaahst leaders They are buying over corrupt poll 
ticians securing control over a number of newspapers 
poisonmg cultural life with decadent literature and films 
They are carrymg on a virulent campaign of lies and slan 
ders against the USSR Chma and people’s democrat c 
countries through agencies like the 'democratic research 
service’ and freedom of Asia societies’ and the anticom 
munist front' They are also penetratmg into some vital 
sectors of Indian economy and are frying fo get a 
hold in strategic industries The importation of a larg* 
number of American 'speaalists' In India, although there 
IS no dearth of suitable Indians for the work, the granting 
of diplomatic immunity to them, enhances the danger 
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Exposure of all these and rallying of people against them 
have to be undertaken as part of the stru^le to defend 
peace and freedom. 

11 Another menace to India comes from the continua- 
tion of foreign pockets on Indian soil, some of which, 
espeaally Goa, are being fast built up as war bases. Here 
agam can be seen the hand of the aggressive imperialists 
of America, who, as part of their aim to secure world do- 
mination by means of threat^. blacliTnail and war, are 
striving to secure footholda m every part of the world 
and transform them mto bases of aggression against, the 
freedomlovmg peoples. Synilarly the French podrets on 
our territory are bemg used foe the transport of troops 
and supplies for the dirty war against qut brother Asian 
peoples of Vietnam,. Laos and Cambodia Further, French 
imperialism in India is directly recruiting Indiana to its 
anny for fighting the liberation forces m Indochina 

12. All these developments and the position of key im 
portance held by India m international affairs today brmg 
out sharply the vital significance) of the struggle for peace 
for the p»frie of our countryk the unperalive need to 
broaden, extend and strengthen the peace movement, the 
necessity of India playing a positwe role in the effort to 
end and prevent t wars and the need to intensify the- cam 
paign, for a pact of peaco between the great, powers, for 
prohibition, of atomic weapons of mass destruction, for 
settling of all international disputes by means of nego 
tiatiOQs, for liquidation of aggressive nulitacy bases mam 
tamed, m a foreign country by any power and for- recogni- 
tion of the right of every nation to full freedom. It is 
evident today that m view of the aggressive aims and poll 
cies pursued by the imperialists, who are trying to secure 
mastery of the world, no country can preserve its freedom 
or prevent aggression by a mere declaration of a policy 
of neutrality gnd noninvolvement m wars It must also be 
pointed out that India's freedom cannot be defended by re- 
lying on British iropenaLsm against American imperialism 

W ^lertam arts fiertiathmm til \!f* gtreem 

ment in the recent period, particularly since the defeat of 
n— 19 
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the Amcncans in the Korean war, hi\e lieen helpful to 
peace and all peaceloving people hive appreciated and 
supported these octs and sentiments Tlds must continue 
and all acts of the government uhlch help the cause of 
peace should bo firmU supported Yet the situation doe* 
not warrant that democratic forces should gi\c general 
overall support to governmental policies even m the Inter 
national sphere This Is because the India government docs 
not follow consistently a policy of peace and democracy 
The foreign policy of the government is subject essenli^llj 
to the milucnce of British imperialism and is not averse to 
makmg concessions to them and also to the Americans in 
practice, several times even where in words the govern 
ment expresses disagreement with them, as m the case uf 
the Korean war prisoners On certain matters it even g®®* 
further It rebukes those who openly denounce American 
intrigues In Kashmir Arch warmongers like Dulles and 
IJixon are allowed, under the plea of diplomatic usages, to 
broadcast their message of hatred against the Sov^et and 
■Chmese peoples Above all, the government of India sa>s 
little about the colonial wars that are being waged by tbe 
British imperialists in Malaya and Africa, about the rtuli 
tary dictatorship established in Gmana by the British m 
violation of the constitution framed by themselves, about 
the war against the Vietnamese people It contmues t® 
give transit facilities to the gurkhas who are being re- 
cruited by the British for the suppression of the valiant 
Malayan people Therefoic the necessity, while supporting 
all the positive measures, to intensify pressure on the 
India government in order to make it pursue a consistent 
policy of peace remains and even acquires greater im 
portance than before 

14 It must further be realised that the defence of 
India’s freedom and sovereignty and the foilmg of nn 
penalist efforts to drag India mto war cannot be effected 
by mere denunciation oi American imperialism and it* 
intrigues The example of Korea shows the immense 
strength that even a small country can acquire m a sbo^ 
time on the basis of abolition of imperialist rule and 
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dalism, a strength against which all the power of the war- 
mongers proves of no avail If today, more than six years 
after the transfer of power, India, a country with vast 
resources and manpower, is being made the object of 
American pressure and blackmail, that to a great extent 
is due to the fact that the American imperialists hope to 
achieve success by taking advantage of the backwardness 
of Indians economy, the serious crisis m her agriculture 
and industry, the utter dependence of India on foreign im 
perialist powers for her defence requirements and capital 
goods and the British stranglehold over our economy and 
foreign trade Also they want to use as their tools the 
feudal elements— traditional traitors to India’s freedom — ■ 
■who still occupy an important position m the economy, 
political life and military apparatus of India. 

15 Thus the question of defeatmg the war plans of the 
American imperialists and India’s struggle for peace is 
closely linked with the question of India’s struggle for 
full and unfettered national freedom which means, first 
and. foremost, freedom from control of the British who 
continue to be the dommant impenahst power and of 
liquidating feudalism. This demands a break with the 
British empire, removal of British officers from India's 
armed forces, breaking of the British stranglehold on 
India's economy by the confiscation of British capital and 
the intensification of the struggle for the complete llqui 
dation of landlordism — through which alone conditions 
will be created for the rapid economic, political and 
military strengthenmg of India A fully independent and 
powerful India will be a mighty bulwark of freedom, 
peace and democracy Also the serioiis weakening of ag 
gressive British imperialism, the partner of America and 
oppressor of the colonial peoples, the building up of a 
fuUy free India outside the commonwealth and outside all 
imperialist influence, will be a great factor for world 
peace and the freedom of all Asian and colonial peoples 
Hence the necessity to intensify the fight against British 
imperialism, for quitting the commonwealth and for the 
confiscaticm of British capital, hence the necessity of op 
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position to evcrj manifestation of subservience to Dnlii^ 
imperialism like participation in economic, political ana 
military conferences under Its aegis, hence the necessity 
of mobilisation of people against British atrocities against 
the colonial people and the creation of a mass demand that 
the India government must openlj condemn them. Any 
slackening of this struggle any failure to conduct »t 
vigour and determination wiU mean ueaktnmg the move- 
ment| for freedom end peace 

16 Linked with Britain and America, our country has 
already felt the impact of the growing crisis in the eco 
nomies of these countries There can be no doubt that tb® 
effect will be all the more disastrous as that criss deepens. 

Despite every effort made by the imperialist powers 
headed by America to avert the crisis of their economj 
by means of militarisation, the artificial boom produced 
by the Korean war has definitely ended Stocks are ac- 
cumulatmg in America, where the decline m production la 
no longer confined to consumers’ goods alone but has also 
affected some of the heavy industries. International trade 
shows symptoms of stagnation and decline Already * 
number of bourgeois economists and pohlical leaders are 
making gloomy forecasts about an impending depressioru 
Wth the deepening of the world capitalist crisis and th^ 
shrinking of the capitalist world market the exploitatio’' 
of colonial and dependent coimtries by imperialists has- 
been intensified and they have become arenas of sharp- 
conflicts among the imperialist pow’crs above all, between 
Britam and America India where British imperialism 
continues to hold a donuoant position and where Amen* 
can imperialism is effecting fast penetration, is one of the 
mam arenas of this conflict 

17 As a result of India s trade and economy being 1“^ 
ed with imperialist powers which, are mterested m keeping 
it backward and dependent, India is ruthlessly robbed 
aT^fl plundered. Through British investment m key sectors 
of India s economy, through British exchange banks lO 
surance and shipping companies through imperial pr^ 
ference and India s membership of the sterlmg bloc. Bn* 
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tain continues to dram away the uealth of India The 
Vreapon of unequivalent trade is wielded both by Britam 
and America to further impoverish the Indian people, 
deny them capital ^oods and rum even their few esta 
blished industries Our export market for raw materials 
being totally 61 the mercy of the British and American 
tnonopohsls, they play havoc with It by manipulation of 
prices and stocks to suit their interests and the consequent 
rum falls mainly on the shoulders of our peasant pro 
ducers Xvho are the worst victims of the imperialist mam 
pulations oI the market as was seen In the Apnl 1952 
crisis Huge quantities of raw materials have to be ex 
ported at rumous prices to meet the mterest and profit 
charges of Bntish capital in India, to pay for the food 
imports from America, to pay for military equipment, 
tolling stock and other goods which India has to buy This 
is leadmg lo an everwidemng gap between experts -and 
imports squandermg of the sterling resources and in 
creasing dependence on foreign powers 

As a result df this unequivalent trade, denial of much 
needed capital goods, increasing ruination of national In 
dustnes due to foreign competition and gro^nng penetra 
tion of foreign capital in fields where fndian industries al 
ready exist, contradictions between unpenahsm -and the 
Indian bourgeoisie are becoming sharper and teven sections 
of the big bourgeoisie have begun raising their voices ton 
these issues 

18 The crisis manifests itself m practically every in 
dustry, especially industries producing consumers’ goods 
Which constitute the bulk Of our national mdustnes All 
these years the government of India controlled by land 
lords and tnonopolists collaborating with impenahsm 
argued that the crisis Of India $ economy was a crisis of 
underproduction that there was scarcity because there 
-were not enough goods that the way to India’s prosperity 
lay through harder work', that what was needed was not 
basic social changes but more sustained labour 'Produce 
■or pensh’ was their slogan All these myths are being ex 
ploded by hard reality 
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As IS admitted by both government and employers pro 
duction went on the upgrade and m textiles and m sugar 
reached the targets o£ the five year plan But the result 
was not abundance of goods for the consumers but 
mulation of stocks of unsold goods Like the textiles and 
sugar industries every consumer mdustry— engmeenng 
soap edible oils eta — faced a crisis of the market despite 
millions bemg m want of these goods A crisis of over 
production m the midst of povertj has come As a re 
suit, mass unemployment has become the characteristic 
feature m all mdustnal centres affectmg not only 
mdustnal workers but also the middle classes 

19 Instead of forcing the monopolists and largescala 
mdustnes to reduce prices and take less profits m order 
that the consumer may buy goods and the factories ttaif 
be able to keep production and employment going 
emment permitted the monopolies to cut workers wsS®* 
reduce employment carry out rationalisation and clc**^®** 
^Vhlle big busmess got rehef m the form of reduction o* 
export and excise duties the consumer was left at the 
mercy of the market Even the small fall m the 
their goods was done away with by the abobtion of f®®“ 
subsidies causing price rises m the market and starvation 
to many The government has not even shown courage 
enough to take measures to prevent foreign monopob®^ 
who have invested capital m India from competing ^ 
and killing Indian industries It has permitted a free 
of foreign goods which are ruining many Indian mdustne* 
— not only smallscale and cottage mdustnes but slso 
veral largescale industries All this further deepens 
mtensifies the crisis 

20 At the root of the crisis of overproduction h®® 
catastrophic crisis m our agrarian economy The 
tion of foodgrams per acre has sharply declined acc®^ 
mg to the report of the plannmg commission itself. Fam*®® 
conditions have become chronic m many parts of 
country Scarcity conditions prevail m vast areas 
the faU in prices of commercial crops added to the rtu** ° 
subsidiary mdustnes like handlooms the distress of 
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peasant masses has intensified Indebtedness of the pea 
sants has increased to colossal proportions Tens of thou 
sands of peasants ha\c sold awa> and are selling away 
ihcir land their cattle and all their belongings at mcredi 
blj low prices due to scarcitj and famine conditions Their 
properties are passing into the hands of rapaaous land 
lords and mone>lendera On top of this the government m 
many states resorts to coercive measures and sells away 
by auction the lands of peasants who arc unable to pay 
arrears of land revenue and debts 

21 All over the country the ferocious eviction offensive 
Of the landlords continues resulting m concentration of 
land in thvir hands dispossessing the peasants of lands 
and svelling the ranks of the agricultural workers The 
government vvhlcii pretends to be the protector of pea 
Santa and whose mmisltrs give theu- blessings to bhoodan. 
rtfuscs to lake adequate steps to stop the eviction offen 
she Unemploj'menl among agricultural labourers has in 
creased to colossal proportions and it has led to depression 
o! the wage levels of agricultural labourers in the coun 
tiyside and pressure on the cmplo>ed workers in the 
towns The demand for land for culinalion has also In 
creased tremendously All this has given the landlords 
greater opportunilj to exploit the tenants and agricultural 
workers, thus accelerating the process of pauperisation of 
the rural masses 

All this has meant a rapid shrinkmg of the home mar 
ket and the complete collapse of the market in many areas 
The fact that food prices contmue to remain relatively 
high due to shortage of production, the fact that the mass 
of the people have to spend the bulk of their mcome to 
purchase food the fact Uvat the prices of manufactured 
articles are kept at a high level — all these further mten 
sify the crisis 

22. The agrarian crisis has grown into a national crisis 
It has meant shortage of food for the nation, shortage of 
raw matenaU for the mdustries a widening gap between 
exports and imports, increased dependence on foreign 
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powers end an increased threat to our national freedom 
and Sovereignty It has facilitated the penetration of ag 
gressive imperiahst powers into our countrj 
23 The ruling classes in India had hoped that by means 
of the live >ear plan prepared in collaboration wth un 
penalism they would ^ able to solve the crisis at the cost 
of the people stabilise their economy as well as strength 
cn their political position While the foreign and Indian 
monopolists have reaped colossal profits as a result of the 
operation of the plan their basic aim has not been realised. 
Ihe failure of the plan is evident to all today, including 
the framers of the plan who now announce that it wiU 
have to be revised Abandonment of a number of pro 
jects earlier undertaken deficit budgets m most states a 
mounting volume of unemplojment all over the countrj 
signalise the fiasco of the attempt to strengthen or even 
stabilise the economy of the country within the framew ork 
of the imperialist feudal system. 

24 It IS obvious today that ebobtion of landlordism end 
removal of the burden of debts by freemg the vast peasant 
masses of our country from the heavy exploitation of the 
landlord and usurious mone> lender alone will smash the 
fetters on our agricultural production and release the 
•creative energies of India s nulltons of peasants That 
alone will assure for the national industries a vast cx 
pandmg market and ensure capital formation on an 
ascending scale Abolition of landlordism and handinc 
ov er of land to peasants and agncuUural workers are thus 
the prerequisites not xmlj for the development of our 
agriculture but also for the industrialisation of the 
country 

The confiscation of British capital will not only free our 
economy from the grip of the British impenabsts and en 
sure the possibility of independent development unham 
pered by the fetters of imperialist monopolists but 
place m the hands of the state a powerful public sector 
with vast resources, which will ensure the possibility of 
effective control over the entire economy and thereby se- 
cure the possibility of successful planned development 
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A democratic state alone will be able to unleash the 
Immense crtnlive tnerpes of the millions of our peasants, 
workers and the inlelligentaia and utilise the economic 
poVitT and resources of the public sector obtamed bj the 
confiscation of British capital for a planned detelopment 
m the interest of the entire people 

The experience of the last three >ears has fully de 
monstralcd that the prerequisites of planned development 
of our economy in the interest of the people are the smash 
ing up of feudal relations in our agriculture confiscation 
of British capital end the establishment of a democratic 
state 

25 It IS honctxr, precisely these basic economic and 
political changes that the Kchru government, dominated 
as U is b) monopolists and londlords, refuses to undertake 
It tinkers with the problems confronting the people, im 
poses heavier and hea%ier burdens on the masses and 
abandons when confronted with the opposition of tested 
interests, even such moderate measures as fixation of 
celling on existing landholdings All this leads to mtenst 
ficalion of the misery of the people, intensification of the 
crisis 

26 In every sphere the govenimenl continues the re 
actionary policies of the past It refuses to abolish the 
states headed by rajpramukhs and reconstitute the states 
on a linguistic basis on the fake plea that this will lead 
to the breakup of the unity of the country It refuses to 
concede the demand of part *C slates for responsible gov 
emmenl and even refuses to set up legislative assemblies 
in Tripura Manipur and Kutch. It increases the cost of 
education, compelling many students to discontinue their 
studies and making it impossible for the poorer classes to 
receive education Medical and public services are severe 
ly neglected It is not implementing even the restricted 
social security Schemes It permits foreign concerns in 
India to discriminate against Indian personnel and treat 
them as inferiors in relation to whites It refuses to tin 
dertake or shelves the enactment of social reform legis 
lation It spends colossal rums for the military and police 
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and gives repeated concessions to big business but has no 
money for the upliftment of the people It imposes new 
burdens on the people on the plea of financmg its plans 
and projects It reenacts the security measures in the 
teeth of popular opposition and wants to set up, as m 
Bengal, special tribunals to try political cases It resorts 
to ruthless terror to suppress the people whenever all 
other methods fail and the masses refuse to take the new 
burdens lying down 

27 Against these policies of the government, against 
the growing offensive of the landlords and monopolists, 
mass resistance has grown rapidly during the last two 
years With the living conditions sharply deteriorating as 
a result of the growing crisis of Indian economy and 'Vitn 
the weakening of the political influence of the Congress, 
people throughout the country have been coming out m 
struggles against every attempt to impose new burdens on 
them. This was seen in the sharpest form m Calcutta when 
the struggle against the increase m tram fares imposed by 
the British owned company developed into a mighty unit- 
ed battle of the entire people The new phase that has 
opened m the people's opposition to the reactionary poh' 
aes of the government and the offensive of the feudals 
and monopolists has certain specific features which 
should be noted 

(a) The struggles are mainly takmg place on issues 
affecting the day to day life of the people, such as taxes, 
food subsidy, wages, bonus, retrenchment and victimisa- 
tion, evictions, rent, famine relief, etc. and are motivated 
by concrete demands against the state, the landlords 

the monopolists 

(b) These struggles are taking place not only in pro- 
vinces and areas which are politically advanced and where 
the Congress is weak, but embrace areas and provinces- 
which have been the traditional strongholds of the Con- 
gress and areas which had seldom before come out in big 
struggles agamst the congress government. The anti sales- 
tax struggle in Saurashtra, the struggle in Rajasthan 
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against octroi tax and the students struggle in UP are 
examples 

(c) Not onlj does this ne% %a\c of mass struggles em 
brace nc^% areas hitherto untouched b> the mass move 
ment but U has drawn in new classes and sections of the 
people as well such as teachers traders government ser 
\anls etc. However despite this extension of the struggles 
to new areas and classes the general character of great 
vmevenness of the level of the movement still remains 
(cl) A new feature m this period is the growing partici 
palion of wximcn not onl> in the struggle for existence but 
In the political fight also 

(c) TTie struggles even when the> embrace onl^ one sec 
tion of the people evxikc the sympath> of other sections 
and sometimes especially against repression the entire 
jxople of the area move into action as was seen in the 
UP university students struggles thus transforming it 
into n militant antigovcmment struggle 
(0 The congress masses do not remain unaffected by these 
ma«s struggles. Even sections of congressmen break away 
temporanl) from the leadership under pressure of the 
people to Join the struggle The continued failure of the 
congress govTmmont to solve peoples problems the 
growth of mass unemployment and distress m the life of 
the people the repression and attacks on the working 
dais peasantry and other sections of the people the 
failure to implement a land policy m the interest of the 
peasants etc arc all leading to a critical examination of 
the policies of the leadership by rank and file congress 
men which makes possible the wndest mobilisation and 
struggles on concrete issues 

(g) The new wave of struggles is remarkable for the 
urge for unity among all sections of the people Anti 
communism is no longer able to divide the masses where 
the issue is understood by all Is concrete and well justi 
fied and where the party is able to take correct steps to 
forgo the unity of the people 

In spite of the split in the tradeunion and student move 
ments m spite of the fact that large masses of peasants 
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are outside the AIKS, workers, peasants and students aic 
uniting among themselves m factories, villages and cdu 
cational institutions, regardless of their political 
aflihations 

The growing urge for united action and united organi 
sation IS making even disruptionist leaders and groups 
move m the direction of unity in the trade unions, kisan 
sabhas and united committees on specific issues All this 
was seen m the glonous struggles of the \v'orking class 
(defence workers, Burnpui, Assam tea gardens, etc), iJ' 
the struggle of the Saurashra people, in the anti sales tax 
struggle in Bombay, in the anti tram fare enhancement 
and food struggles of Calcutta and Bengal, 

(h) The working class pla 3 rs an increasingly important 
part m the new wave of struggles The struggles ol the 
working class have been the most numerous m the coun* 
try as a whole Provincewide and even countrywide 
struggles of different sections of workers have begun to 
take place, as in the case of all sections of workers for 
puja bonus m West Bengal and of the defence workers 
teachers, bank employees, etc Doggedly fought struggles 
have been conducted by workers m small industries also 
On several occasions the working class has also gone into 
action on general issues nflectmg all classes as in Bom 
bay against the withdrawal of the food subsidy, but this 
has not yet become a general feature 
1,1) Although as yet the Struggles are mainly taking 
place on the immediate day to day demands of the people, 
struggles for political demands have also developed and 
are developing Several big actions have taken place on 
the issue of civil liberties, in Tripura a powerful move 
ment has grown for a democratic government The victory 
of the Andhra people has not only given an impetus to 
the movement for linguistic states, but has led to many 
congressmen coming out openly against the policies of the 
congress government and leadership 

(j) These struggles are being reflected in and earned 
into the chambers of the legislatures also Determined 
opposition to the reactionary policies of the government 
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put up by the ctniral core of democratic oppostticn in* 
side parhsment and the state legulaturrs, when backed 
by the struggle of liie maucs outride, U often making 
sections of congress legistators lui^rt the demands and 
sentiments of the fghting people This has led to situa 
tior^ in \shich struggles outside have had their ucvitable 
impact on the legulatures and sometunes led to tmnisten 
al crises. Rajajia government ut Madras bemg compelled 
to give up man) of the taxation measures It proposed in 
195^ the veritable rcv*oit that threatened to break out in 
side the congress legislature party in Bombay over the 
issue of surcharge on land revenue in 1952. the difTcrcnces 
in the West Bengal cabinet that came out opcnl)’ over the 
Ivsue of the policy to be adopted towards the agitation 
against the enhancement of Itam fare, are but some of the 
examples of the tremendous Impact of the struggles of the 
mosses on the legisUture* and the ruling party 

(k) Due to the unity and nuntanc) of the people and 
the weakening position of the monopolists, landlords and 
govTmmcnt. many of the struggles succeed in winning 
coneessions— concessions which, though not big In them 
selves, heighten the confidence of the masses in their own 
ftiTogth and further wTaken the government 

(l) The Communbt Party has placed an important part 
in leading these struggles, which Im resulted in the 
growth of the influence and prestige of the party 

Under the linpaot of these developments, mass political 
consciousness U rapidly growing and the Congress is los* 
ing ground cv*cn in those azeos where its influence wa& 
preponderant cnl> * few years ago This can be seen, m 
the results of the. municipal elections in Uttar Pradesh and 
in the mass actions that are taking place even in the 
strongholds of the Congress 

As a result of all this, as a result of the growing fiasco of 
the government policies, as a result of the increasing 
strength of the mass movement, contradictions sharpen 
inside the Congress, congress organisations get increasing- 
ly split into warring factions, conflicts develop between 
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congress ministries and congress committees— each blar’ 
ing the other for the grovtmg isolation of the Congress- 
conflicts de^'elop Inside congress legislature parties aid 
even inside congress ministries, conflicts develop betw-eea 
the Congress and its allies kading especially In states 
where the Congress is weak, to governmental instabilitj 
and even ministerial crisis The defeat of the govcmmeit 
In Trav ancore Cochin sharplj reveals this process 

28 All these make it unmistakablj clear that what we 
are witnessing toda> is not mercl> the maturing of an 
economic crisis but, along with it. the Initial stages of the 
development of a political crisis The results of the gen^ 
ral elections were not merely an expression of the lo's 
faith of the people In the present gov emment of the p*i>' 
cess of people starting to consider it their enemy and of 
its being returned as a minont> part> In some legislatures, 
but also contained the possibility of the growth of a po* 
litical crisis — a possibiht> that is growing into a realitj 
as the result of the deepening of the economic crisis, the 
failure of the governments economic and political polioe* 
and the growth of the wave of mass struggles 

29 Faced with this situation, sections m the leade’^hip 
of the Congress strive for coalition with such a part> as 
the Praja Socialist Party but as yet these moves have no^ 
succeeded. 

The attempts made by Nehru to strengthen the govern 
ment by formmg a coalition with the Praja Soaalist Part> 
have ended m a fiasco because the PSP leadership is finding 
it more and more difficult to carry through its reactionary 
poliaes m the face of the growing opposition of the rank 
and file, and even sections of middle leadership, as a 
suit of the growing struggles of the people and their grow 
mg urge for umty with the democratic forces In th'^6 
conditions, the persistence by the leadership of the PSP 
Its policies of disrupting the democratic movement, of man 
oeuvres to brmg support to the congress rule as against 
the unity of the democratic parties, is bound to lead to 
the PSP as a party meetmg with further fiasco 
The development of the mass democratic movrement has 
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meant also a wtakoning of the influence of the reactionary 
communal parties In Kashmir they suffered a serious de- 
feat In the Punjab and PEPSU the strengthening of the 
democratic mo\ ement has led to a split m the Akah Party 
—an influential group having broken av/ay is cooperating 
v,nth the democratic forces on democratic issues 
30. It unll be WTong, however, to think that the Con 
gross Is already a spent force or that it is no longer cap 
able of sovsing illusions among the peopla It has still great 
influence, great reserves and great manoeuvring capacity 
In particular we should not Ignore the considerable 
-Strength that Pandit Kchrus personality brings to that 
organisation Note should be also taken of the fact that 
although the internal polic> of the government is getting 
rapidly exposed among the people as an antipeople polic>, 
through its foreign policy it Is still able to gather consider 
able support Moreover the powerful influence that 
Gandhian ideology is still able to exercise over masses of 
people, including sections of the working class, an influence 
which expresses itself In various waj-s such as a belief 
among some sections m the efficacy of bhoodan. resort to 
sat}agraha forms of struggle as a substitute for mass ac 
tion, acts as a fetter to slow down the process of mass 
awakening, restrict struggles and dissipate energy 
The PSP leadership also is still able to create illusions 
among sections of the people disillusioned with the Con 
gross Under the cover of 'antitotahtananism' and neu 
trality, the rightwing socialist leadership slanders the 
land of socialism and the Peoples Republic of China and 
the people’s democratic republics of Eastern Europe 
Under the cover of anticommunism it tries to disrupt the 
united movement of the working people and to prevent a 
broad alliance of the people against feudalism and im 
porialism. It tries to stem the tide of growing struggles 
and the mass urge for unity by launching struggles as in 
Pardi and Azamgarh but restnetmg them fo the satya 
graha form. 

Equally wrong will it be to think that communal forces 
have lost all Influence ^By raising communal slogans, as 
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on the question of Indo Pak relations and the question ot 
full accession of Kashmir to India they were able to uti 
lise the discontent of the masses against the policies ^ 
the Congress and divert the masses from the democratic 
movement Similar attempts vnll be continued and Jt vnU 
be a mistake to underestimate their danger. 

31 Nonetheless the objectiie conditions are such, the 
crisis is so deep and the mass urge for tmity so great toda^y 
that these retarding inHuences can be overcome by th® 
Communist Party playmg its role correctly as the bo 
leader of mass struggles, as the champion and defender o 
the rights of the people the unifier of the democratic 
forces m the coimtry 

Already the party has played a most important role m 
the last general elections and emerged as the spearhead 
of the democratic opposition to congress rule. By puttmg 
forward and workmg for the unity of the trsdeumon, 
peasant, student and other movements, by its role m. tte 
struggles that have d,eveloped in every state smce the 
elections, by the detenmned and consistent opposition, that 
its members have put up m the legislatures, the party has 
influenced considerably the course of development since 
the last party conference m October 1951 In. the crisis 
that has developed m Travancore Cochm state leading 
the dissolution of the legislature In the crisis that has de 
veloped in Hyderabad, in PEPSU and in many other 
states, the role of the Communist Party and the struggle* 
that its members have led outside the legislatures hav® 
been of decisive importance 

32 In order that the party can play its role m the de- 
veloping situation it IS necessary that there is a clear uQ 
derstandmg of the perspective and direction of the move- 
ment. In every struggle, even though the demand might 
be a simple economic demand affecting the day to-daV 
life of the people such as evictions, rent, wage, bonus, 
rationalisation and retremdiment, the masses engaged m 
the struggle see by their own direct experience that t^ 
struggle has got to be earned on against the determine® 
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opposition of the government which comes out as the de- 
fender of the existing social order 

Not only do the people fight for their immediate daj- 
to day demands agamst landlords and monopolists, but 
they are also coming out in struggles agamst unjust taxes 
and levies imposed by the government, i e on demands 
that are directly addressed to the government Also the 
consciousness grows among the people that this govern 
ment which comes to the aid of the exploiters wheneTCr 
the people rise m struggle this government which imposes 
new burdens on the people, is a government which has 
already lost the backmg of the majority of the people 

It IS the maturing crisis and the growing consciousness 
and militancy of the people which must determme the 
slogans and tactics of the democratic movement. 

33 With the development of the crisis and the struggle 
of the masses against the attempts to shift the burden of 
the crisis on to the tnasses, the congress governments are 
more and more resortmg to heavy repression as was seen 
m Calcutta durmg the struggle against tram fare increase 
and in the agrarian struggles throughout the country De 
mocratic and civil bberties are being more and more 
attacked The Congress does not flinch even from establish 
ment of president’s rule, dissolution of legislatures and 
crushmg whatever democratic rights the people had won 
Events in PEPSU and Travancore Cochm are clear pomt 
ers of the determination of the Congress to mamtam itself 
m power by every means at its disposal — mcluduig an at 
tack on democratic forms There can be no doubt that as 
the crisis deepens and the economic and political difficul 
ties facing the government mcrease, the tendency to re 
'ort to such methods wnll also mcrease Ibere can also be 
no doubt that the imperialists will utilise this situation to 
'trengthen their gnp over the country and the govern 
ment 

In the-^e conditions the struggle for day to-day demands, 
the struggle against taxation and high prices, against evic 
tions, against mass unempioymeat, the struggle for the 
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preservation and extension of civil liberties and dcmocra 
tic rights, the struggle for defence of freedom aad 
sovereignty — all get more and more interlinked and w" 
grow into the common struggle for the replacement of the 
present government by a government of democratic unity, 
a government formed by a coalition of different democra 
tic parties and groups on the basis of a common minimum 
program to be decided according to the circumstances, 
which will give immediate relief to the people Already In 
states like Travancoro Cochin, Andhra and Tripura it ^ 
possible to raise this as a practical slogan With the 
strengthening of the mass movement, with the maturing 
of the crisis m different ways In different areas, situations 
will arise when this can be raised os an immediate slogan 
in state after stfite It is this perspective that has to guide 
OUT activity Achievement ol a government oi democratic 
unity IS the objective towards which all struggles ol 
the masses have to lead 

34 It must be remembered that the slogan of a govern 
ment of democratic unity is a slogan which demands the 
organisation and unleashing of mass struggles on the 
widest scale It will be realised only in the course and e* 
the result of determined struggle to defeat the economic 
and political policies of the ruling classes and by repelling 
their attack on the standard of life, rights and liberties of 
the people Hence the most important task today is to un 
fold such a movement on the basis of the struggle for the 
immediate concrete demands of the workers, peasants, stu 
dents and other classes and sections and build powerful 
mass organisations and strengthen the party The import 
ance of the struggle for economic demands led by 
trade unions and kisan sabhas acquire far greater import 
ance than ever before precisely because of the growing 
crisis It IS through these struggles, as the history of the 
last two years proves, that the strength will be generated 
and the unity forged which alone can be a guarantee of vio 
tory Then only, even the conflicts in the Congress can be 
utilised to the advantage of the masses Failure to see this 
will lead to the giving of abstract slogans, diverting mass 
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attention from immediate tasks, reliance on top negotia 
tions and manoeuvres and weakening of the mass move 
ment 

35 The three inseparable tasks on the carrying out of 
which will depend the success of the democratic movement 
are the buUdmg of the party, the building of the mass or 
ganisations and the building of the democratic front. In. the 
measure that these tasks are carried out in an integrated 
and coordmated manner, the attempts of the government 
and the ruling classes to shift the burdens of the crisis on 
to the people will be defeated, the mass movement will get 
strengthened, grow and achieve its aim 

36 The growing burdens on the people, the worsening 
condition of their lives, the increasingly antipopular poU 
cies of the government as well as the growing threat to 
the freedom of India demand that all democratic forces 
are united The possibilities of such unity are immense 
and are growing and a key task of the Communist Party 
IS to progressively forge this unity For this it is necessary 
to attain clarity on the nature of the unity that has to be 
forged and the method of forging it 

37 The democratic front is the united front of all classes 
and elements whose interest can effectively be furthered 
only fay the elimination of unpenalism and feudalism It 
can be built only by developing the broadest mass move 
ment on the basis of struggles for immediate economic and 
political issues confronting the people It is obvious 
that at a time when the masses are under the influence of 
different political parties, when even the working class is 
split united front agreements between parties and orga 
nisations regarding demands and slogans of struggle on 
each issue are powerful factors in drawing people 
mto common action Such united fronts help m bringing 
even masses following the Congress into common struggle 
Hence it is necessary for the Communist Party to conti 
nue and mtensify efforts for such agreements on each 
issue At the same tune it should be remembered that the 
growth of the united front depends, above all, on the m- 
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dependent role of the party m umUng and mobilising the 
working class and the working people 

38 Experience has also shown that the formation of 
united committees for the specific purpose of conducting 
of such united struggles as was formed for example to 
conduct the struggle in Calcutta against increase m tram 
fare committees whose constituents are the various 
parties organisations and elements and where decisions 
are taken by common consent help the strengthening 
further unfolding of the mass movement It also helps the 
building and growth of united mass organisations of work 
ers peasants and others It is this coming together fro^ 
issue to issue and jointly leading the mass struggles and 
the working m common mass organisations that will 
create conditions for a closer united front 

39 Further united front does not mean merely the 
united front of the Communist Party and left parties but 
above all united front of the masses including masses 
still under the influence of the Congress Hence the deve- 
lopment of the united front movement demands the drav. 
ing into struggles and common activity of the large mass 
of congressmen praja socialists and progressive indivi 
duals The tendency to look upon all congressmen and all 
PSP members as reactionary because of the reactionary 
policy of the congress leadership and disruptive policy of 
the PSP leadership must be combated With the growth 
of mass struggles and growing disillusionment of the 
masses about the policies of the Congress and PSP leader 
ship possibilities already exist for drawing disillusioned 
congressmen and PSP followers into struggles and com 
mon activity and these possibilities will develop in future 
40 While developing such common activity and while 
resorting, to alL fnrans. of. mass. sJxiu»sJp. d. is. oftcessarv 
guard against one deviation Instead of endeavouring 1® 
transform satyagraha struggles into mass struggles where 
this form is resorted to by others because of the badf 
wardness of the masses there has been a tendency among 
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some party comrades to themselves limit the struggle to 
satjagraha as an alternatue to mass action This tendency 
IS harmful and dissipates mass energy and should there 
fore be combated 

41, The development of the umted front and unity 
through the widenmg of the mass movement is often 
hampered because of the abstractness of our agitation, the 
habit of substitutmg concrete exposure by general denun 
aation, the indulgence, quite often, m stereotyped speech 
es in assemblies, parliament and from public platforms, 
stereotyped writings m our papers and, above all, the 
failure to distinguish between the platform of the front 
and the party forum. Too often we speak only for those 
who are already convinced that the present government is 
a reactionary government Too often we fail to make use 
of existing legislation-tenancy legislation, the soaal se 
cunty act, the payment of wages act, etc— to ameliorate 
the conditions of the masses and secure concessions for 
them, forgetting that this legislation has been enacted as 
the result of mass struggles and is a weapon m the hands 
of the people Too often the tendency is to narrate only 
the hardships that the people are suffering and to ignore 
the successes that their struggles have won in the mistaken 
belief that reference to such successes will breed 'reform 
ist illusions', while the reality is that, in order to incul 
cate confidence in the masses, confidence that imity and 
struggle can wm demands, it is essential that each success 
•w'on by the people, no matter how small, is widely pubh 
ased and made the basis for further advance There is 
also the tendency to pay scant attention to such work a& 
adult literacy, cultural and sports activities, cooperatives, 
medical rebel, etc — work which is absolutely essential, 
work uhich can mobilise vast sections and enable the 
party and mass organisations to forge close links with the 
people 

42 In areas where famine conditions prevail, not only is 
it necessary to demand relief from the government and 
organise relief on the basis of timty of democratic organi 



310 


Documetils of the History of the CPI 


satjons but it is also necessary to mobilise the people for 
such work as deepening of wells, repair of tanks, etc 
It IS necessary for every provincial committee to under 
take a critical examination of the plans and projects un 
dertaken by the government in the province, make a fee 
tual assessment of their effects in consultation with the 
people directly covered by them and put forward the de 
mand for their correct implementation or amendment or 
replacement as will help the people and mobilise the mas 
ses for their implementation 

43 Despite the various laws that have been enacted the 
untouchable masses are in practice denied equal rights 
even now It is necessary not merely to agitate for more 
comprehensive laws against untouchabihly but al'O to 
wage a concrete battle against all forms of discrimination 
and utilise all the existing laws 
Similarly, despite the equality of treatment guaranteed 
m law the muslim mmonty is in practice being discrimi 
nated against in various matters. It is necessary to fight 
against this and champion their just demands 
Special attention is to be paid to the question of the 
tribal people and concrete demands for their economic 
rehabilitation and cultural upliftment for democratic 
liberties and for local regional autonomy are to be forrou 
lated and campaigned for 

44 The rapidly detenoratmg situation on the agrarian 
front demands that utmost attention is paid by every 
provmaal committee to the task of strengthening the 
kisan sabha organisation and forming agricultural work 
ers’ associations wherever necessary Broad peasant 
unity has to be built in action against evictions against 
unj'ust taxes for reduction of rent, for moratorium on 
debts, for adequate wages and tor employment for rebel 
against lamme and drought lot law piico ior agricultural 
produce, for spea&c irrigation, projects and similar de- 
mands The provmcial committees must immediately 
undertake a concrete study of the question of distribution 
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of ]and held by landowners above ceiling and put forward 
concrete demands 

45 In order to save their profits being affected by the 
crisis of their landlord capitalist economy, the big mono 
polists have launched an attack on the wages and working 
conditions of the ^vorkers With the help of the govern 
ment, they are thwarting the gams of social security legis 
lation reaching the workers With the help of ILO experts 
and foreign advisers, they are introduang rationalisation 
methods to increase the workload and reduce the total 
eammgs of the workers With the help of tribunals, they 
are freezing the payment of bonuses and wage increases 
despite rising living costs They hope to break the resist- 
'ance of the workers by using the pressure of the un 
employed rushing to the towns from the countryside They 
hope to use the division in the tradeunion organisations to 
disrupt the workers' struggles. When everything fails, 
they use terror and violence 
Under such conditions the unity of the tradeunion 
movement, unity In conducting struggles to defend the 
workers must be worked for and achieved The struggle 
for tradeunion unity is hampered on our part by the 
remnants of sectarian understanding Though tradeunion 
unity is accepted m principle it is looked upon as a tern 
porary tactic and not a fundamental principle of the 
trade umon movement, without the realisation of which 
the working class JS disarmed before its enemies 
Formal acceptance of the principle of unity and continue 
tion of sectarian understanding results m characterising the 
unions of the INTUC and the HMS, even where they are 
macs unions, as gangsters unions and just agencies of the 
employers It is not realised that many of the leaders of 
the INTUC and the HMS are often compelled to take up 
positions of struggle because of the pressure from their 
own following, whose most elementary demands the leaders 
are not able to satisfy This attitude has even led to 
our comrades remaining indifferent to the struggles called 
by the INTUC and the HMS leaders in certain instances 
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and has affected the merger and umty of trade unions e\ en 
where genuine feelings for unity have been expressed u» 
common mass actions 

A firm struggle against sectarianism must be earned on 
and ^\ork m all unions, wherever the masses are, must 
become the regular feature The tendency to undertake 
such work with a view to ‘exposing’ the leadership, as th*^ 
primary objective, must be combated as it leads to disrup- 
tion of the trade union Instead our comrades working m 
all mass unions must ceaselessly strive to activise the mass 
of workers around their immediate demands Failure to 
activnse the mass of workers, failure to bring even the rm 
nunum of tradeunion consciousness to everj' worker bj' 
enrolling him m a umon and mere concentration on v erbal 
’exposure’ of the leadership often leads to our comrade® 
demanding the formation of rival trade unions and keeputS 
the unions as closed groups There is the most harmful 
tendency that thinks that the building of the party and 
realising the partj* program require separate trade unions 
directly functioning under party members who make lh& 
policies of the unions acconling to their own fraction de 
cisions, irrespective of the wnll of the majority m th® 
unions Such an understandmg has led to unions being re 
duced to party groups, to absence of democratic function 
mg and, ultimately, to loss of mass basts All these mani 
festations of sectarianism must be firmly combated. 

The settmg up and functionmg of united factory com 
mittees is part of our work for the de\elopment of trad^ 
umon umty The existing umted factorj committees must 
b® strengthened, and such factory committees must be or 
ganised wherever possible, m the settmg up of which eve"^ 
the works councils should be utilised In the struggles that 
are breaking out more and more, the question of imited 
resistance to the offensive of the government and empJ®' 
ers will come to the fore and must be fullv utilised bv the 
settmg up of joint elected committees for the conduct ol 
struggles and negotiations. 'The question of recognition o 
umons, in present conditions, ceases to be merely a question 
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of the -working class With the state forces interfering m 
strikes, meetings and demonstrations, the struggle for the 
right to strike and recognition of tinions becomes a vital 
part of the struggle for the democratic rights of the people 
as a whole The struggle develops into one of combating 
reactionary government laws such as the industnal rela 
tions acts in Bombay Madhya Bharat and Madhya Pra 
desh. The development of a wide movement against the 
acts m these states in particular and m the country gene- 
rally IS a'major task of the wrorkingclass front and in the 
duscharge of that task the ivorking class not only defends 
Itself but leads m the defence of the whole people agamst 
all reactionary laws, for their rights and living 

46 Workmgclass struggles, especially struggles m major 
industnes, agamst the offensive of the monopolists, acquire 
increased significance in the present situation Vigorous de 
fence by the working class of its rights, vigorous struggle 
by the working class against retrenchment, wagecut and 
other iorms of attack encourage all classes and sections to 
V'age their own battles Also, mass action by the working 
class giv» form and direction to the growing radicalisation 
of the people as already seen in several states 

With the development of the ctisis, the monopolists and 
the government resist to the utmost the conceding of even 
the most elementary demands of the working class lITie 
struggle for the demands of the -workers retjoires, there- 
fore, that these struggles must be mass struggles, struggles 
of the people in the sense that large sections of the peo 
pie understand and support them The mohilisation of the 
support of other sections of the people for workmgclass 
struggles IS of great importance for the success of these 
struggles That this is possible has been demonstrated in re 
cent months where whole cities and towns came out on 
hartals m support of the resistance of workers to retrench 
merit 

In order to .make this possible it is equally necessary 
that trade unions take up the demands of other sections — 
of peasants middle class, merchants, etc — wdiich are hit by 
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the offensive of the landlords, monopolists and the go\ 
emment They must struggle along with the rest of the 
population and be in the forefront of the struggle against 
the miponalists who threaten the cause of peace, of na 
tional freedom and sovereignty The working class must 
come out for the protection of national industries against 
the competition of the impenallsts 
All this requires intense political agitation among the 
workers, enabling them to see that their own problems, 
the attack on their wages and living standards, mass un 
employment, etc. are inseparable from the larger problems 
facing the entire pieople caused by the feudal colonial so 
cial order The workmg class must be imbued with the 
consciousness that there can be no stable improvement m 
their own livmg standards and working conditions unless 
this colonial feudal setup is broken up and freedom and de 
mocracy for all people are ensured 
The task of building the alliance of the working class 
and the peasantry is of great importance This alliance can 
be realised through the workmg class boldly championing 
the demands of the peasantry and coming to the assistance 
of the peasantry through its own action. 

There is a widespread tendency to neglect important 
and vital industries m industrial areas and to concentrate 
on small and diffused mdustries This tendency must be 
given up and party units must immediately undertake 
planned work m major and important industries 
The problem of combating mass unemployment has be 
come a key problem before the working class The deve 
lopment of a wide movement by means of rallies and 
conferences, marches and demonstrations, hartals and 
strikes is the most important task. United committees for 
fighting retrenchment and unemployment must be orga 
nised Su<Si a wide movement cannot unfold itself iuTi? 
unless the organised workmg class employed m factories 
IS brought mto the movement Apart from mobilisation, it 
IS of utmost importance that relief and solidarity cam 
paigns are organised 
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47 The powerful movement for the formation of hn 
fiuistic states which gathered further momentum after 
the formation of the Andhra state has now resulted in 
the appomtment of a commissHm by the government of 
India to "examine the question of reorganisation of states 
This undoubtedly is a popular victory and it demands 
further strengthening of the struggle for the constitu- 
tion of linguistic states by the abolition of states headed 
by rajpramukhs, the disintegration of multinational states 
and the redrawing of state boundaries 

In this connection special attention should be paid to 
the just demands and rights of the national minorities the 
tribal peoples and of predominantly tribal areas withm 
each linguistic state These latter must be drawn into the 
movement and close links must be forged with them, 
which can be done only by championing their demands 
boldly 

^Vhile conducting this movement, it is imperative to 
guard against the danger of disruption of the unity of 
the working and toiling masses of various nationalities 
All tendencies of bourgeois nationalism tendencies of 
whipping up national hatred and animosity, tendencies of 
concentrating on the socalled disputed areas m order to 
build up a case for their incorporation In ones own 
’homeland will intensify with the appointment of the 
boundary commission and the rulmg classes will utilise 
them to disrupt the struggles of the masses Hence all 
such tendencies are to be specially combated and the 
banner of proletarian internationalism upheld 

48 Each struggle each campaign, each mass action 
must be used not only to popularise slogans but also and 
above all to build organisations — of workers peasants, 
students, youth, women It must be remembered that one 
of the mam reasons why the growth of the mass movement 
IS lagging behmd the growth of mass discontent is that 'uch 
organisations are still v^eak and m many places non- 
existent 
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In the past a key weakness of organisations of u'orkers 
peasants and other classes has been the weakness of the 
basic units like factory committees and primary kisa'i 
sabhas The strength of mass organisations depends nel 
onlj on their total membership but on the manner m whicn 
this membership is organised — above all, on the firmness 
and organised functioning of the basic units Without them 
neither the mass base of the organisations can be expanded 
nor e\en the existing bases activised Hence the necessit) 
to focus attention on this work and draw into organisation 
al work rank and file workers, peasans and agricultural 
labourers 

49 The work of our comrades in the state legislatures 
and parliament has strengthened the mass movement 
Neiertheless the role our work in parliament and stat^ 
legislatures can play in the development of the mass 
ment outside has not been fully realised either by the com 
rades inside the legislatures or outside them The existence 
of a powerful mass movement outside helps to make 
m parliament effective But experience has also shoivo 
that m some areas where the party and mass movement ar® 
weak, Our work m the legislatures has helped to draw to 
wards the party and enthuse new sections and organisa 
tions whom we could not touch before Comrades in 
latures therefore have to act in such a way as to strengthen 
the movement where it exists and also help its growth 
where It is weak or as yet nonex«tent 
Our work in the legislatures has to 
( 1 ) Reflect the mass movement outside 
(ii) Popularise the policy of the Communist Part> on * 
nationwide scale and make common knowledge on an ah 
India plane, the struggles and victories of the masses m 
different areas, thereby helping forward the political con 
sciousness of the entire people 

(ill) Take steps to \vm concessions for the people, impro'*®’ 
the existing legislation in favour of the people and 
new legislation 

(iv) Aid the struggle and carry forward the mo\ement> 
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of tbr u-ofkcf? peasanu and *11 ifctjons of th«* fx-oplc- For 
ihj* purpose it ta necessary not only to undertake exposure 
< f the policies and legislative and executive measures of 
the pimmmenl but utilise all other parliamcntarv forms 
such at demand for parliamentary delegations and com 
ruttees of Inqulrj and their visits and tours so as to moke 
them the rallying point of vvids agJlalion and misj mob! 

1 latlon In support of them 

(v) Develop unttv u iih actions within legislatures who 
*ee gvUing rapidlj ditiUutiooed and help in the develop 
nient of the unites! front outs de 

In order to Improve our work in legislaturts it is neees 
sarj that there ^ 

fl) Closer coordination between parhamentarj aftnjt> 
and the mass movement outside 

(li) Extension of the limited area outlook and knowledge 
of our comrades in the legislatures to a national outlook so 
that the} m*> eftectIvTl} reflect not onl> thtir constitu 
rndes states and fronts but also the areas from which 
none hvs been elected 

(ill) A serious effort bj comrades in JcgisJatures to deve 
lop and master the art of parllamenU»r> work m order to 
forge out of it a powerful weapon to bo wielded in defvnee 
of and for wdnning the rights of the struggling masses. 

(iv) An efiort to see that our work in the legislatures vs 
widel} publicised and popularised and that our journals 
use the activities in parliament to strengthen the move 
ment outside 

(v) Development of closest links b> comrades in legisU 
tures with the masses outside so that they can effectively 
act as the tribunes of the people and prove worthv of the 
faith and trust reposed In them b> the people and bv their 
mov cment 

For this it is essential that the CC and the PCs should 
give the closest attention and guidance to the work in the 
legislatures Together wnth this the weaknesses of the 
mas.s organisations must be overcome and coordination be 
tween them and legislature work established 
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50 Our comrades have been returned m large 
to many municipalitjcs local boards and pancha>ats A 
correct understanding o! our tasks in the municipal and 
local bodies is o£ groat importance The municipalities and 
local boards In spite of their limited powers and spheres 
of action but because of their proximity to the very people 
who elect them and the day to day constant contact with 
the local executive machinery can be used for the direct 
benefit of the people by our representatives in man> small 
wajs As such the limitations that are being sought to 
imposed on the powers and rights of these bodies should 
be resisted and eviry effort «hould be made to expand 
them. 

The people expect us to use these lunited powers to 
them some amenities of health and hygiene roads and 
water supply elementary education and such other things 
as he within the purview of these bodies The bourgeois 
landlord leadership of the Congress wants these bodies to 
put additional taxation on the peasantry to pay for these 
benefits and even the proceeds of this small taxation 
mulcted by the local exploiters 3t is our duty to see to 
it that this game is defeated and that these local centres 
of municipal authority wherever they are under our guid 
ance are rid of corruption and graft that the harassment 
of the peasantry is stopped and that the dues realised 
used for rendering real municipal aid to the people 
However poor and meagre be the powers these can b® 
used to do good to the life of the people Our represents 
tives must learn the art of running them properly The' 
are surely not speech broadcasting houses only Local seif 
government must become the platform of strengthening 
the people s solidarity through the partial services that are 
possible within the framework of even the existing legisla 
tion. 

Hence we have to see that our approach in these bodies 
IS even more positive than m the legislatures and that our 
cadres in these bodies do get senous education m the run 
ning of these bodies The provmaal committees must helP 
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xn the drawing up of programs for the implementation of 
which our comrades must fight 
51 Despite the grov.’th of the general influence of the 
party, our effective organised influence is confined, m al 
most all states, to a few areas and districts Without a 
countrj'v.ide party without a wide kisan sabha, without a 
firm base in the most important workingclass areas, it is 
not possible to grow* into a countrsrwide national political 
force \Vhilc strengthening our position in the areas where 
we are already a force it has become urgently necessary 
to spread to now areas and sectors Provincial units must 
carefully and urgently plan out and execute this task. 

It is necessary to create mass political literature and 
transform our newspapers into national political journals 
The fulfilment of all these tasks demands the rapid 
strengthening of the party and the undertakmg of politi 
cal education as a key political task. For the development 
of the party is the key factor m determining the growih 
of the mass movement It is of utmost importance that the 
entire party be armed with the perspective of the fast 
maturing of a profound economic and political crisis, of the 
struggles that are looming large and of the perspective of 
coordmating them into the political struggle for the re 
placement of the present government by a government of 
democratic unity The party must acquire a correct under 
standing of the direction m which things are moving, a 
seme of urgency, revolutionary zeal and passion and give 
up all complacency and sense of selfsatisfaction 
The party must become the decisive national force — 
politically, geographically and m a class sense i e by party 
units m each area and state acting as the leader and or 
ganiser of the people, by the party spreading to new 
areas, and by its basmg itself and drawing its main 
strength from the working class and the toilmg peasants 
Advance is to be measured no longer, as in the past m 
terras of our 'general political influence’ nor even in terms 
of mas s mobilisation on specific issues only, but m terms 
of the growth of organisation m general and growdh of the 
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party in particular, in terms of circulation of literature 
and newspapers, in terms of collection of funds, in terms 
of the strengthening of mass organisations and the party 
itself 

It is only through such all round growth that the party 
will be able to discharge its duties and responsibilities to 
the people 



16 Support the Peoples Movement in french India 


The centra! committee of the Communist Party of India 
'ends its warm greetings to the people of the French In 
dian possessions bravely fighting for the liberation of 
these territories from French imperialist rule 

Despite the brutal terror that had been let loose on the 
patriotic forces of the people since 1947 the people of 
these possessions have not been coued and during the last 
one month have again launched a struggle for merger with 
the Indian Union 

Once again the French impenalists isolated from the 
people have let loose an orgy of violence on the common 
people Goonda gangs organised by the French colonial 
administration attack the patriots pillage their houses 
and destroy the huts of the workers who stand at the head 
fit the movement of the people in Pondicherry 
Even the people living m the Indian UnioTi on the bor 
<!er of Pondicherry are not safe Violating the terntonal 
integrity of the Indian Union the police and goondas from 
Pondicherry have started attacking and firing upon the 
Milages inside the Indian Union 

The continued existence of these foreign bases on Indian 
soil constitutes an infringement of the sovereignty of the 
Indian people but is al'o a grave threat to the defence of 
India and to the peace of Asia The central committee 
underlines the fact that the French imperialists are u'lng 
Pondicherry as a port of call and fuelling station to trans 
port troops and equipment for the war they are carrying 
on against the people of Indochina With American aid 


RcsoIuUon on French possess ons in Ind a adopted by central com 
tn Itee Delhi 10 18 Apr I 1954 and pub] shed in A'ch’ Age 18 April 
1954 


0—21 
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the port IS being remodelled at a heavy cost of Bs 
crore, and military installations are being planned 

Realising that the struggle of the people of French In- 
dia IS a common struggle of the entire Indian people for 
safeguarding the independence of the defence of the coun- 
try, the central committee of the Communist Party of 
India appeals to the government of India and people all 
over India to support the struggle m every way/ 

-In view of the repeated violation of the territorial mte- 
gnty of the Indian Union by the armed police of Pondi- 
cherry and m view of the iact that peaceful life has be- 
come impossible for our brother people in these, posses- 
sions, the central committee urges upon the government 
of India to take firm measures and to support the patriotic 
people m their struggle 



17 Our Tasks Amolig the PeasanI Masses 


t INTRODCCTIOV BY lUE POLFTBUSO 

^or the last twt) jears we have been trying to concretise 
our taskslamong the peasant and agricultural labourer 
masses In thexourse ot these discussions various problems 
and controversies have come to the forefront. The nlOst 
important of them ire as follows* ^ 

<l) ^Tiat are thb features of our agrarian econonr? and 
In what direction is the congress agrarian legislation modi 
fyuig it^ Does the congress agrarian legislation Iceep intact 
the feudal character of our agriculture or does it weaken 
It and tend towards development ot capitalist mode of pro 
duction in agncuUuie? If it is the latter, to what extent 
and in what form’ 

Connected with this problem, questions have been raised 
as to what is the specific character of feudalism m -our 
country s economy what constitutes the development of 
capitalism in agriculture and what is the role of imperial- 
ist colonial exploitation in our agranan economy^ 

(2) Similarly questions have been raised as"to how far 
class differentiation has taken place among thi peasantry 
^Vhat are- its consequences’ What should be our demand- 
and attitude in regard to the various sections of th“ 
peasant masses’ This inevitably leads us to the study and 
careful analysis of the class composition In the rural areas 
and to evolve a concrete program and Work" out suitable" 
tactics for implementing it. 

(3) Another basic question thaf has "been raised is 
whether -when concretely lormulatmg the demands there 

T C-T 

Resolution adopted by the CC Deilii iO*lB April 1954 and pub 
Lshed as a pamphlet m June 1954 -- — > a t i-* r 
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IS any need to take general propaganda slogans or is it 
enough to have current agitational slogans only \\hich can 
be modified into slogans of action from place to place suit- 
able to the needs of the development of the movement. 

(4) At the same time, questions relating to ceiling, the 
‘right of resumption’, rent reduction, tax burdens, economic 
price for the peasants’ produce, indebtedness, consolida- 
tion of holdings and prevention of fragmentation, co- 
operative societies, panchayals irrigation faahlies, 
demands of agricultural labourers, separate organisations 
of agncultural labourers, and the problems of building and 
activising kisan organisations, have all become pressing 
issues before us 

(5) And, above all, the question of our attitude tn 
congress agranan legislation has become an urgent one. 

• • • 

This resolution does not take up the basic issues men- 
tioned in paras 1 to 3 above, because the CC has not ye* 
come to conclusions on them A solution of these contro- 
^ ersies must await further study and discussion. 

In this resolution only those issues that are enumerated 
m para 4 above, which are of immediate practical impor- 
tance in the kisan movement, are taken up The resolution 
lay down concrete principles on all the issues, whidi 
should serve as guidance for our w’ork in the kisan move- 
ment on all the<e issues 

As for our attitude to congress agrarian legislation, with- 
out gomg into the question of how far it has weakened 
feudalism or tended to develop capitalism in agriculture, 
the CC has come to the following conclusions 
1 (a) Congress agranan legislation must be looked upon 
as the product of the growth of peasant struggles ard the 
general development of the democratic movement. Natural- 
’y, where the peasant movement is more organised, 
struggles are more mtense and the democratic movement 
IS more advanced, there the concessions are also bound to 
be more 

(b) The congress’ governments adopt twofold tactics to 
meet the growing peasants’ struggles 



19S-t CC Resol i on on Taskt An ong Peasant Masses 


325 


—on the one hand they enact agrarian legislation giving 
some concessions These enactments however leave Enough 
loopholes to enable the landlords to evict the tenants and 
rob the peasants m many ways As a result eviction on a 
mass scale is being resorted to by the landlords 
— ^n the other hand the governments resort to direct 
police repression and attacks on the peasant masses 
It also raises false issues to create illusions among the 
peasantry such as the bhoodan movement commumty pro 
jects and five-year plan development schemes These 
Issues are mtended at the same time to confuse the demo 
cratic rmnded people about the doings of the government 
Our tactics must be 

—use the concessions in the interests of the peasants and 
fight for more 

—Defend the existing rights against attack. 

—Wage ideological political struggle and expose the 
false issues and illusions that are sought to be raised and 
created by the government through such slogans as 
bhoodan etc 

It should be clearly understood that the government 
faced with the growing peasant struggle gives concessions 
hut these tend to be more to the upper section of the pea 
•antry with a view to divide the peasantry to create for 
itself a political base among this upper section while the 
government resorts to repression and attack against the 
peasantry as a whole So in utilising these concessions 
determined struggle should be waged for uniting the pea 
sants especially the agncultural labourers and the poor 
peasants and defeat the government s aim of dividing the 
peasantry 

The CC warns against a negative attitude towards con 
gress agrarian legislation It emphasises that it is only by 
utilising the concession workingout andjfighting for more 
especially in the interests of the basic masses that we can 
develop the full demands of the fighting peasants 
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The CC also v.anls to clanfy that It is not possible no* 
IS It attempted In this resolution to give concrete ^solutions 
lor every issue that faces m m different provinces. The 
conditions vary from province to province and even frcm 
area to area and Itns lor the respective committees in cJo*c 
cooperation with the peasant masses to concretely evolve 
the necessary slogans. The resolution gives the broad 
guidance and lajs the basis for doing it 


The CC v.ants to stress one more aspect The quest on 
of formulating the demands ot agricultural labourers and 
organising them in a separate organisation has becons* 
urgent We have been neglecting it in the past and this 
IS one of our mam weaknesses m the kisan movement 
tUthoul organising the agnculturat labourers and poor 
peasants there cannot be a widespread movement capable 
of defending the interests of the peasant misses capable 
of umning their full demands 


I OUR tasks is TME KlSAS MOVEMEVT 

Our country saw the biggest kisan struggles in the post 
war national upheaval dunng I9-t6 The heroic tenants 
struggle m Kerala Tainilnad Andhra Punjab UP 
Bihar in Karwar^d the Warb area the tebhaga struggle 
of the Bengal peasants etc. were ruthlessly suppressed by 
the congress and league nunistnes and the Bntish amper 
lalists. The Telangana peasants struggle which had begim 
then, later on developed along the bne of seizure of the 
landlords land by the peasants and their dogged defence 
of Iheir gams 

This. Toass peasant upheaval coupled with, countrywide 
strikes of the working class and the revolt of the BIN m 
Tebruary 1946 followed by unrest and revolts m the arm 
ed forces, forced the British impenalists to adopt new 
methods for conlmumg their domination m India, They 
struck a deal with the congress and league leaders who 
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agreed to the partition ol our country and were installed 
m power in India ^uld Pakistan. The congress leaders, alter 
they climbed to the seats of government continued to 
follow poliaes that safeguarded the interests of the princes 
and landlords, of the British impenahsts and of Indian 
monopolists 

They ha\e gone back on their oft-repeated promises to 
the peasant masses They have thrown to the winds the 
agranan resolution of the Fatapur congress, w’hich catego- 
rically promised immediate substantial reduction in rent, 
revenue and irngation rates fmty of tenure and abolition 
of arrears o! rent and a graded agricultural income lax 
to replace the present land-revenue system 
'' But they now speak of zammdan abolition and enact 
legislations that give the zamindars fat compensation but 
do n6t give even the immediate relief that was promised 
let alone giving land to the tiller The Indian constitution 
!t«el{ framed by them, guarantees the landlords and vested 
interests 'fair and equitable* compensation. 

^ The policies which the congress government has been 
adopting during its seven years of rule have resulted m a 
catastrophic crisis in our agrarian economy 'The produc- 
tion of foodgrains per acre has sharply declined according 
to the report of^he planmng commission itself Famine 
conditions have become chronic m many parts of the coun- 
try Scarcity conditions prevail In vast areas With the fall 
in prices of commercial crops added to the ruin of subsi- 
diary industries like handloom the distress of the peasant 
■masses has been intensified Indeblness of the peasants has 
increased to colossal proportions Tens of thousands of 
peasants have sold away and are selling away land, their 
oattle and all their belongings at incredibly low prices due 
to scarcity and famine conditions Their properties are 
passing into the hands of rapacious landlords and money- 
lenders On top 'of this the governments In many states 
resort to coercive measures and sell away by auction the 
lands of peasants who are unable to pay arrears of land 
revenue and debt ' (PaMtcal itesofuitan adopted dp the 
Third Congress of the Communist Party of fndia) 
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•Irhls situation Is thd direct result of the policies of the 
government of India — of its refusal to undertake 
agrarian teforms, of Us refusal to break lAith the British 
commonwealth and confiscate British capital 

But the peasant masses have not meekly submitted to 
these worsening conditions During the last seven years of 
congress rule there have been innumerable kisan struggles 
against largescale evictions, for rent reduction and against 
enhanced irrigation and other taxes The congress govern- 
ments have been resorting to mass arrests, tear-gas, shoot- 
ings and terror to suppress these struggles 

In Telangana and Andhra m over five years the congress 
go\ernment Imprisoned over 50,000 persons, raided over 
10,000 villages, beat and tortured over a million and a half 
people, burnt down hundreds of villages, uprooted nearly 
two lakhs of tribal people from their forest abode 
dro\ e them into concentration camps, and shot dead about 
4000 persons All this it resorted to in order to seize the 
lands from the Telangana peasants and restore them to the 
landlords Even now kisan leaders are faang prosecution 
in scores of foisted cases, witnesses are being tortured to 
make them agree to give false evidence Nearly a hundred 
kisan leaders are undergoing sentences of transportation for 
life A hundred more are undergoing sentences of various 
terms of imprisonment 

However the congress government was forced to enact 
a tenancy legislation giving certain concessions to the 
peasants 

In Malabar, m 1948, brutal terror was let loose on the 
peasants and more than one hundred kisan w'orkers and 
leaders were shot dead Their only crime was that they 
demanded that they be permitted not to pay in kind the 
rent due to the landlords, but instead pay the landlords 
jibare on kmd to the ctioperBUyB sc^ie^ies. e.wd pay ihe land- 
lords in cash Despite this repression the Malabar peasants 
have intensified their agitation and won significant con- 
cessions in the latest legislation ' 

^TnTamilnad Bombay Bengal Bihar, UP Rajasthan 
PEPSU, repeated raids arrests shootings took place where 
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in large numbers of kisans ^^ete wounded and sfiot dead 
when they were resisting eviction by the landlords 

In Punjab alone more than a lakh tenants were deprived 
of their land and refugee landlords from Pakistan 
were settled on it on the plea of rehabilitating the 
refugees' 

Throughout the countryside the government is resorting 
to vanous penal sections especially sections 107/144 etc 
At the same time the congress government is coming for- 
ward with various pieces of agranan legislation con 
ceding a tew minor concessions in its desperate effort to 
1 eep the peasant masses under its influence It hopes that 
by its concessions it will be able to wnn over at least a 
section of the peasantry and thus divide and disrupt the 
developing kisan movement and the growing umty of the 
peasants 

The congress leadership has intensified its propaganda 
drive aimed at diverting the attention of the peasant 
masses and of the general democratic movement from the 
real issues facing the people and their correct solution 

It promises to build a cooperative commonwealth and 
even a classless society through bhoodan through its poll 
cies of fixing ceilings for holdings of consolidation and 
prevention of fragmentation of holdings through advocacy 
of family planning to reduce the population which they 
allege is too much for our country It promises to do this 
wnthout doing away with the parasitic landlord class but 
on the other hand with its active cooperation and partici 
pation' It promises to build this miUennitim following this 
unique path avoiding the bloody and costly’ path which 
they say the Soviet Union and People s China had trodden. 

The program of the Communist Party points out the 
only way to solve the agranan and national cnsis It 
declared To develop our agnculture and our national 
industnes to improve the conditions of the working class 
to w ork our w ay out of cultural backwardness and to even 
make our state stable it is necessaryto create human con 
ditions of existence for the peasants ’ 
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To achieve this, it is necessary 

(1) To take land from the landlords and hand it cn.er 
to the peasants, including agricultural labourers without 
payment and thus realise the abolition of landlordism 
without compensation 

(2) To cancel the debts of peasants and small artisans 
to moneylenders and provide longterm cheap credit to 
enable them to purchase implements, seeds and manure 

(3) To ensure adequate wages and living conditions to 

agricultural labourers , 

(A) To guarantee economic prices for the peasants’ pto~ 
duce and to reduce tax burdens on the peasant masses 

(5) To provide irrigation facilities 

It IS for the realisation of these demands that the peasant 
masses have been struggling and have to struggle further 
How do the ruling classes reply to these demands’ 


2 COMoaESS AGRARUH leoislatiom 

The Congress claims to have abobshed landlordism' The 
congress governments in various states ha% e enacted 
vamindan or jagirdan abolition acts, and are proposing t'’ 
bring in tenancy legislation or agrarian reforms bills They 
are claiming that by these various acts enacted they haie 
already abolished statutory landlordism like xamindan, 
]agirdan inamdan malguzan, vatandan, bi^vedan, etc. 
And when they enact their proposed agrarian reforms acts 
fixing the maximum limit o£ holdings they will be com- 
pleting their program of abolition of landlordism and of 
land to the tiller All this they claim, v/ill assure agncul- 
tural development and prosperity to the peasant. 

The mam features of these statutory zamindan abolition 
.acts are 

(1) The nght of collecting rents from the peasants is 
taken away from zamindars, jagirdars, etc, and vested m 
the government, who will collect the same directly from 
the tenants. In return for this right of collection, zaimndar*. 
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jagtrdars and other statutory landlords are paid huge 
co’npen^alions Jo ihe tune ol hundreds ol crorcs of rupees. 

As regards old arrears of rent -the acts pros^de that they 
are to be collected from the peasants by the government 
and paid to the landlords ^ j 

In many coses there ts no reduction m the rents. Only 
the peasants have no%^ to pay them to the government 
Instead of the landlords. Thus they become land revenue 
payable to the government 

(2) Absolute proprietory rights are conferred on tht 
landlords on hundreds and thousands of acres of the so- 
called sir and khudkhast lands. For the tenant cultivators 
on these lands no right whatsoever Is granted Neither do 
they get the land nor even fixity of tenure nor even reduc- 
tion In the exorbitant rent they are now paying varying 
from 1/3 to 3/4 of the gross produce on the other hand 
the landlords are free to evict them and they have been 
doing It on a targe scale* fearing any future legislation that 
■may be brought conferring rights on these tenants at-wjlt 

This right to sir and khudkhast land has encouraged the 
ramindars to resort to subterfuges to evict even occupancy 
tenants on a large scale and seize their land and claim it 
to be their sir and khudkhast land. 

(3) The government has taken over the rights over 
forest irrigation facilities and waste and communal lands 
from the zamindars Even here the rigorous enforcement 
of government forest laws has made the conditions of tribal 
people and the people living near the forests worse Simi 
larly government efforts to auction cultivable waste lands 
and lanka lands to the highest bidder are depriving the 
poor peasants and the agricultural labourers of even those 
lands which in many areas they have been cultivating for 
years 

We also find that these zamindan abobtion acts have not 
been applied m many states where the old landlordism 
still remains intact In states where they are applied big 
vs'&K wtvjws. ssA w/4 VJr.’J/iV.hae- 
land I ) 
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‘ Nowhere do these acts give land to the tiller free but 
all of them impose heavy burdens of" compensation and 
even allow his eviction from his cultivated lands by the 
landlords. - • ' 't ’ 


But in so far as the right of the zamindars to collec 
rents on behalf of the government is taken away and their 
opportunities for making various other exactions have been 
aVwUshed, in so far as their authority 'and ^ grip' on the 
irrigation sources, on the grazing fields and also on forests 
have been removed — all this involving the curtailment of 
the omnipotent powers of the landlords — the peasants do 
get a measures of relief from the oppression of these statu- 
tory landlords. i f • ' 


3. THE LAWS Do NOT Give Lano to the 

The proposed tenancy or land reform legislation of the 
congress government will not touch the basic question of 
giving land to the tiller. 

(1) The proposal to fix a ceiling or upper limit foe land- 
holdings is only in respect of future acquisition or fo^ 
resumption for personal cultivation Even so, they reject 
any idea of taking over the land in excess of this limitt 3*^^ 
distributing it free to agricultural labourers and peasants, 
under the plea that such a measure would be contrary to 
the provisions of the Indian constitution. 

This allows a landlord to evict tenants from the lands 
they are cultivating on the plea that the land with hmr f®*’ 
personal cultivation is less than the limit allowed 
Further they can and are actually dividing their holdmg?^ 
in the name of their children or close relatives in such a 
way as to bring their holdings unthin the ceiling. By th’^ 
device, no excess land above the ceiling' will be’left for the 
tenant to exercise the right of buying such land Moreover, 
this derice would also entitle each one of those relative^ 
of the landlord among whom his land is divided to'e^'ict 
the tenants from his share of the land Further, these acts 
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provide that it is lor the landlords to ^oose lands they 
vant to retain uhich means that the best lands uill be 
concentrated in their hands 

(2) The tenant is given the first option to purchase the 
land he is cultivating, only If the landlord has already got 
land or has resumed land to the maxununi upper limit For 
this purpose, the price of land is fixed in terms of gross 
produce or in terms of multiple of land revenue which the 
tenants have to pay Generally this price becomes so high 
that it enables only a small section of rich and upper 
nuddle peasants to purchase land. The vast majority of 
agricultural labourers and poor and middle peasants are 
unable to purchase any land 

(3) The tenancy laws provide lor certain fixity of tenure 
for periods varying from five to ten years and of rent from 
three-fifths to one-sixth of the gross produce In some cases 
rent is fixed as a multiple of the land revenue 

But even these laus arc executed through the bureau- 
cratic machinery which is not amenable to the influence 
of the peasant masses As the peasant organisations are not 
strong enough to enforce the beneficial part of these laws, 
their full benefits do not accrue to them. 

(4) The congress governments are also proposing steps 
for compulsory cooperative fanning They are proposing 
to take over all holdings below a certain limit compulsorily 
and merge them into cooperative farms. Under such com- 
pulsion. the interests of the poor peasants will suffer and 
the cooperatives wiil become the instruments of exploita- 
tion of the peasantry in the countryside 

(5) The congress governments have also enacting legis- 
lation prohibiting division of holdings below a certam limit 
and providing for compulsory consolidation of holdings 
the plea being that only thus agnculture can be earned on 
economically Such a measure leads in most provinces to 
depriving vast numbers of even their tiny plots and reduc- 
ing them to the state of landless agricultural labourers 
The process of consolidation is working In most provinces 
against the peasants and in favour of bigger landholders. 

37^p .rpaJ as the abolition of landlordism without 
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compensation an^ giving land free to the agricultural 
labourers and the peasants. 


4 FiXATlOV OF Cltl.l*<CS AND FRtC DISTRIBITTIOV OF 

ABOVE cuuvc— me ■UROErrr issue 

Thtre are landlords who lease their fields to agncultural 
labourers and peasants for rent m kind or cash or on 
sharecropping There ire other landlords who get their 
lands cultivated by farm servants and daily v.'age labour 
without themselves doing any essential manual labour on 
their fields And there are landlords who lease out some 
porbon of their land for rent and get the rest of it culti 
vated by etnploying farm Servants "■ 

It l5 thos4 landlords owning a large portion of the'lR’^'^ 
who deprive th^fe peasant masses and agncultural labourers 
of their land ^Taking advantage of the growing paupett^a 
tiott of the peaiants and their total dependence on land 
even for earning a pittance for their life m the absence ot 
ifidustnes dr any Other avocations the landlords force IhenJ 
to pay exorbitant rents Tsefore they lease lands to therb 
Again the growingjiumber of landless agricultural labour 
eta and the growing unemployment m the rural areas 
enable the landlord to dictate to the agncultural labourers 
and the farm servants the most miserable wages 

Thus even the question of reduction of rents for the 
tenants and increase in the wages of agricultural labourers 
IS closely linked up with the distnbution of the surplus 
land of these landlords to the agncultural labourers abd 
to the peasants To draw these peasants and the labouring 
masses in the countryside into the movement the question 
of fixing up the ceilings for land holdings and free distn 
bution of the land over those ceilmgs becomes an urgent 
vs&ue 

Further without breaking the monopoly of these land' 
lords over the land espeaally the hold of feudal landlords 
who lease out their lands it is impossible to increase agn 
cultural production to any appreciable extent to meet the 
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fcxKl and Induslnal rau matenal mjuirements of our 
people 

Certain arffuments are advanced that large farms that 
are using modem machinery and advanced agricultural 
technique should not be broken up and the land distributed 
as It would retard the de%c\opmeni ol agncultural produc- 
tion This question should not be looked at from the angle 
as to \%hether a few modern farms In the hands of certain 
landlords are more productive in comparison with smalt 
holdings But It should be looked at only from the angle 
that in the interests of developing the v-hole agrarian 
mmement and of drawing in the masses of peasants by 
satisfying theln land hunger the break-up of even these 
farms by fixing a ceiling becomes necessary at this stage 
Today the main fetter on production k the antiquated land 
svstem Itself which cannot be changed without united 
struggle of the peasant masses against the landlords There- 
fore slogans and tactics must be determined in relation to 
the need of this struggle It ti only by drawing the peasant 
masses and hiral labounng masses into the struggle lead- 
ing to giving them land, that ultimately an appreciable 
Improvement c\*en in agncuUural praduction becomes pos- 
sible and not by the growth here and there of big modern 
farms owned by the landlords • , 

(1) We must demand and extensively popularise that 
the celling for landholdings should be fixed and that the 
land in excess of that ceiling be taken over and distributed 
free to the agncultural labourers and the peasants 

The ceiling should be such as <0 allow enough income to 
maintain a person and his family at least at the same 
standard as that of a rich peasant but it must not be «o 
high as not to leave enough land for distribution among 
agricultural labourers and the peasant masses 

The party basing on the above principles must work out 
what would be such a ceiling from area to area in close 
cooperation with the kisan sabha after a thorough study 
of all the facts and after inviting a serious and thorough 
discussion with the peasant masses In the area 

(2) We must demand that those landlords who lease out 
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their lands, even though they may own less 
,ng shall have no right ot resumption, even under t pl 
LTidfcultivation, as at would lead to the eviction of cult, 
vators They may be paid some rehabilitation gran , 

Ia“d from Tux^lm land H they want to take to actual bl- 
ling and culuvation and live in peace with the pMP 
„ esoecially so in those cases ot statutory landlords 
inamdars, etc, who never have been cultivators 

Generations a 

(3) There are small landholders who own Inas ton a 
famdy holdmg (Family holding being m certain areas 
tot OTiount of holding which would give 
a single family ot an adult male worker and his wife, 
a o^r of bullocks employing seasonal wage labour, or 
eertam other areas it will be only that ^ount of l^d 
holding which gives a reasonable standard of ’’Fmg ) ThW 
might have leased out their lands because it was on 
eiOTomical to cultivate them themselves, or 
might have been forced to take up jobs or trades m tw 
^villages They will generally be fact^ employees, pet^ 
irflders low-paid professionals, etc. Those are riot to 
Sifused with landlords; their cases are entirely 

These small landholders should have the option eitiw 
,0 come back and till their land, matog it their mam P^ 
fession or lease it subject to fixity ot tenure and reduch 
of rent as per the tenancy laws, or to sell it, or to 'o''' 
cLipensation from the government at the matot pn 
rehnguishing the land to the tenant cultivator If “ 

arise between these smalt holders and these tenants 
are equally poor, the kisan movement must strive to bn 

masses But m the case of those who have professions 
incomes enough to maintain a reasonable standard on 
-hey shall be paid compensaUon or allowed to recene 
reduced rents, but shall not have the right ot resumpb ^ 
It IS absolutely necessary to popularise the above pi_ 
oosals of land distribution because the question of '■P" 
!mn of landholdings has already been brought , 
agenda by the Congress, which has brought such legin 


CC fie liiilon on Taikt Amini! Peaiant Afaut 


V7 


I on< in c«.'tain statoa and ha5 decided to hasten siitiilar 
SeRi'^lation jn other states. Apart frorn the kisan masses 
e%<n thcir d mocratic allies lo towns are led to fcelie\e bj 
these spjfious measures that the congress gotemments 
slogan of fixation of ceiling really abolishes landlordism 
and gives land to the tilltr Therefore it us essential to pro» 
po«:c a concrete solution of the problem. 


5 Sratcotr aqaisst E'ictio*v asd roa Rent REDt-cxiov 

At the same time the immediate and most pressing task 
of the parts is to take up the struggle against eviction and 
for rent n'ductlon The partj and the kisan movement have 
to fight all manipulations of the congress government and 
all provisions In thoir agrarian legislation that militate 
against the interests of the peasant masses and which ere 
leading to the eviction of peasants from their holdings 

In carrying on the agitation and struggles against evic- 
tion and for the reduction of rent the party and the kisan 
movement must utilise to the fullest extent all the con- 
cess ons and facilities that arc given by the existing a,granan 
legislation however halting and restricted thej may be 

It is neecssarj to come out with positive suggestions lor 
improving the existing agrarian legislations m favour of 
the peasant masses tVe must demand 

(1) Zamlndiris so far not taken over by the govern- 
ment must Immediately be taken over Propnetarj rights 
of tenants in the sir or khudkhast lands of these landlords 
be recognised 

f2) Compensation to the big zamindars be withheld 

<3) Legislation fixing up ceilings of landholdings and 
providing for surplus land being distributed free among 
agricultural labourers and poor peasants 

(4) Arrears of rent and revenue be abolished 

(5) Rents be scaled down to the level of the neighbour- 
ing ryotvvari rates or by sub^antial amounts 

ffil Exorbitant water and other rates be reduced 
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(7) All evictions be immediately stopped 

(8) Irngation and forest and grazing facilities be pro- 
vided 

(9) Proper survey settlements at governments cost— * 
the work of survey to be finished quickly 

(10) All major items in whatever forms and names 
they exist, be abolished conferring proprietary rights on 
the cultivators of mam lands 

(11) Propnetary rights to the land held by service mam 
holders be recognised freeing them from the obligation of 
existing services Separate remuneration should be pm‘^ 
for any services they render 

(12) Tenants at will 

(i) Tenants at will shall not be e% icted and shall be 
guaranteed fixity of tenure 

(a) Substantial reduction of rent 
(m) Kind rents to be commuted into cash renis ano 
meanwhile the peasant be given the option of payment m 
cash at the market price even if the agreement is other 
■Wise 

Jlent Reduction 

The amount of rent reduction which we would demand 
would vary from region to region taking mto consideration 
the actual rents that are being paid now the consciousnes' 
of the tenant regardmg the land he is cultivating and the 
number and the relative strength of tenants There 
certam regions where the tenants have been cultivating 
lands of big landlords for considerably long periods conti 
nuously Here it is possible to demand greater reduction m 
the existing rents. 

But there are certain other regions where due to inten 
sive pressure on land due to a dens«^ population and whet^ 
ilso the landlords have started capitalist mode of fannm® 
xast numbers of agricultural labourers m search of 
accept tenancies changing from year to year and as sue 
they have no particular attachment to anv particular 
of land In sudi ca'es it becomes more difficult to derna’^" 
an immediate heavy reduction in those temporary rents- 
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When we demand reduction of rent and fixjty of tenure, 
'uo mean only the reduction of rents paid by the peasants 
lo the landlords, and fixity of tenure to the peasants on 
landlords' fields This docs not apply in the case of those 
areas, especially where commercial crops are being growm 
extensively like sugar, tobacco, etc , and where the common 
feature is for the landlord to take land on lease from small 
holders and pay them low rentals Here we must demand 
increase m the rates that are oeing paid to the peasants by 
1 he landlords 


6 Demands of Agbicultl'ral LABOuacas 

Agricultural labourers are the most militant section of 
the agricultural population The whole agranan movement 
Is to be based on those 70 per cent of the rural population 
of agricultural labourers and poor peasants, firmly uniting 
with middle peasants and winning over rich peasants 
against the landlords, forging a close alliance ^vtth the 
working class and the democratic movement m the towiis 
The struggle of the poor and middle and rich peasants 
against the landlords for land, for fixity of tenure and 
even for reduction of rent, cannot be earned out success- 
fully without the active support of and drawing in of agn- 
cultural labourers 

Yet, except in Andhra and to some extent in Tamdnad, 
Kerala and a few other places we have not so far seriously 
taken their problems and fought for them nor brought them 
into an organised movement This serious weakness of our 
movement has to be immediately rectified 
The party and the kisan movement must vigorously 
take up and champion the immediate demands of the agri- 
cultural labourers, as well as their basic demand for land 
It is only by taking up these demands of the agricultural 
labourers that we can draw them into the movement 
t/g-AyaK tw/ilwritsw., asaidst the. cU.it and fne Und 

freedom, democracy and peace Failure to do this allows 
these sections to be drawn'into communal, disruptive and 
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reactionary organisations They may be >' even 
against other peasant masses in the villages, on the basb 
of caste divisions, disabilities and oppression. ' ' 

Some of their immediate demands are’.'*'^ 

(1) Cultivable waste lands to be assigned to them and 
,the poor peasants without any charges^ *at least ‘for the 
first five years. Grants and longterm loans for puri^p' 
ing cattle, implements, etc. 

(2) Free housesUes and equal right to the use of com- 
mon lands and sites with others No eviction from home' 
steads or from the present occupied houses. 

(3) Cancellation of their debts to landlords and itioo^J*' 
lenders and provision of cheap credit facilities 

(4) Removal of social disabilities based on caste and un- 
touchability. 

(5) Abolition of and penalisation of forced labour. 

(6^ Free medical and educational facilities by tbe 

government. 

(7) Provision of emploj-ment opportunities by govem- 
ment starting vanous irrigation and development schemes 
(S) Fixation of minimum ivage for-day labour and 
minimum salary for the farm servants 

(9) The present excessive hours of work for farm set- 
-vants tO'be reduced and a minimum number of bolida>‘=’ 
per year to be given 

The irunimum daily wage of an agricultural laboutv* 
must be such as to enable him and his dependants to 
at least the minimum necessities of life on the day of them 
\vorking. The minimum %vage is for normal UTsrk. 
the daily wage for harder work or for busy seasons 
longer hours wtU have to be higher .than this minimm^ 
The farm servants should get at least 365 times this mi"'" 
mum daily wage as Ws itunimum yearly salary. . 

Overshadowing every other problem of the agricul*“’^ 
labourers the problem of unemployment faces them in 
acute form. Millions of them have to wander m 
of employment and agricultural work, even in busy s®*' 
sons like the replanting and harvesting seasons, does no* 
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last for more than a fortnight or at the most a month. 
There can be no improvement in their conditions until 
■they are provided uith work, "nie party must take up 
their demand for work or unemployment relief’ 


7 SEPARATE ORGAMSATlOS FOR AcslCLLfl R.\L L-IBODRERS 

Agricultural labourers should be organised separately 
in independent class organisations apart from the peasant 
organisations because, firstly they have their own separ- 
ate demands of x\ages hours of work, holidays etc Se- 
condly, most of these agricultural labourers are from so- 
cially backward or even socalled untouchable (harijan) 
castes and it will be more difficult to draw them and 
activlse them in kisan sabhas directly along with the 
other caste peasants or eten if we succeed m drawing 
them In, it may lead to the other peasants net joining the 
losan sabha in large numbers. Thirdly, agricultural 
labourers wiU become the leading force if they are or- 
ganised separately and at the same time brought into the 
lasan sabha. 

We should try to draw Into the agricultural labour orga- 
Tusations all other wage-earners m the rural areas, such 
as carpenters, blacksmiths, washermen earth-diggers and 
other miscellaneous manual labourers 

But at the same time it is necessary to understand that 
in certain areas where the Immediate major struggle of 
tioth the agricultural labourers and the peasants is against 
a particular big feudal landlord or landlords against for- 
ced Ubour, against evictions from which both of them 
suffer in common, the need for separate agricultural 
labour organisations may not be so urgent ^Vhereve^ 
agricultural labourers are not or cannot be organised 
separately, there they would be organised mto the kisan 
sabhas directly 

It must be borne m mind however that the moment 
■this joint struggle achieves some concessions it is common 
-experience that the erstwhile ally, the rich peasant tries- 



342 


Oocutnenis af the tfljiory of the CFl 


to take advantage of the concessions to the detriment of 
the labourers. Then it becomes absolutely necessary to 
organise the agricultural labourer in his separate organisa- 
tion, and defend his special demands for better wages and 
for better conditions of work. 

Also it is to be remembered that only ^vhen we start 
taking up and championing the special demands of agn* 
cultural labourers and fighting for them, the need for their 
separate orgaidsation also becomes evident. So far w® 
have been neglecting woefully the demands of agricultural 
labourers and thus failing to build even the unity of the 
agricultural labourers with the other ^ sections of the 
peasantry. , . 

Since their most important demand for 'land is also t^ 
common 'demand of the entire peasantry against the land- 
lord and also because their economic ti^up is with fhat 
of the peasantry, immediate steps should --be ' taken to 
evolve a coordinating machanism at every , level between 
agriculturaVlabourers organisations and klsan- sabhas 
drawing both the organisationsdnto doser and doser 
ctioning wherein the agricultural labourers and the poor 
peasants would be playing the leading role., 5 > -p 

. . t , .. P*- .1 

. ' r • . > .• nu 

8 EcoNo^^c PRICES for the Peasants* produce- • 


Due to the machinations of the foreign and Indian mooo' 
polists controllmg the capitalist market, the produce o' 
the peasants, when it comes to the market,, fails to sec*^ 
economic prices; millions have to part with their cotnmodi' 
ties at prices even far below the cost of production to tb? 
big trading houses and agents of British and 
monopolists out to secure our raw material at low prices- 
Sudi is the case specially of producers of jute, sugaroaD^’ 
tobacco, cotton, oilseeds, coir, rubber, copra, etc. 


One of the important tasks of the kisan movement i® 
demand of the government to take measures to _ 

peasants from the machinations of the foreign 'and ludi 
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monopolists and give protection to the peasant producers 
bj guaranteeing economic prices for their product 
^^'hlle the government Is always ready to put ceilings on 
pnees of raw materials In boom periods m the interests of 
the Indian industrialists and foreign buyers it is not ready 
to guarantee economic pnees in the interests of the pea- 
sant producer This neglect of peasants interests must 
be fought 

We must demand of the government guaranteed mini- 
mum economic pnees for the peasants produce and if the 
market prices fall below the minimum the government 
must step m and purchase the produce from the peasants 
at the minimum pnees 

We must also demand that government conclude a long 
term trade agreement vsith the Soviet Union China and 
other peoples democracies to ensure a stable market and 
fair prices for our products and thus break from the sha- 
ckles of Anglo-Amencan monopoly of our export-import 
trade 

In the case of foodgrains we continue to be defiut and 
prices are still high. The government in different states 
continue compulsorj procurement to a limited extent to 
feed the industrial centres or to relieve extreme scarcity 
in deficit areas. But these procurement pnees are half 
of what the peasant would get In the open market a few 
months after harvest 

We cannot demand that there be no procurement or no 
price fixation because it js a question of food for the hun- 
dreds of millions of the poor in towns and villages Nor 
can we demand that controls of the past be brought back, 
as they had become means of oppression of the people and 
of profiteering by the few 

The benefit in the rise m prices between the harvest and 
the later peak price period does not come into the hands 
of the Door or middle peasants TTie lion’s share of it goes 
to the landlord hoarder or the merchant hoarder 

So we must demand that orocurement be done of all 
sumliis crams of the landlords esoeciallv from the big 
ones and big stockists There should be reasonably fair 
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price fixed for the procurement of the firatn and thb fair 
price must be guaranteed even at harvest times to the 
poor and the middle peasants who are moMly forced to 
sell their grain Immediately after harvest. The<e priced 
should be announced far In advance of the peasant actual- 
ly starting hfs cultivation 

We must demand that cheap grain-shops be opened in 
all towTis and villages by the government and rationed 
quantity of foodgrains be increased especially in scarcity 
<»reas at times 


9, RtLlEP FROM FOOD SCARCITY AVD FaMISF 

Food scarcity and famine have assumed renous propor- 
tions Tens of millions arc starving. Yet the govern* 
ment proclauns that there Is enough food m the eeuplrf 
and that the cry of famine and scarcity is false We ha'* 
to debunk the government's arguments by showing Hoy* 
the fall fn take-off of rations Is due to people's inability t® 
purchase the foodgrains at high prices because of extretne 
■poverty, and how it is not because everyone has enough- 
"We will also have to expose that the official claim aboi^ 
the socalled selfsufficiency is based on the acceptance ox 
the subnutxitional standart of consumption ol food. 

We demand that In the famine and scarcity areas, thr 
government should arrange: 

(1) Imme^ate establishment of dxeap grain depots, r*" 
lief works and free kitchens 

(2,1 Ldberalisation of the famine code in respect of 
works, tasks and wages 

(3) Productive works instead of stone-breaking 
-mere road-biulding and protecti%'e works irrespective c 
returns be taken up In famine areas as relief works 

(4) Moratorium on all debts and remission of arrears o 
rents and land revenue 

(5) Supply of fodder. 

(6) Grants of taccavi loans to be liberalised. 
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At the «ame time, v.e must organise famine relief com 
Tmttees in cooperation with others and organise relief 
Kisan sabha and units of agricultural labourers organisa- 
1ions should work in the relief centres test works cheap 
•grain shops to prevent corruption and make thfm work 
properly 


lO At-LEVIAtlOS OF ISDEBTFDSESS 

We hive been slack in taking up this demand for can 
ecllatfcn of debts of the village poor to moneylenders and 
to landlords Vigorous campaign for fmmediate morator- 
ium and for legislation for scaling down and abolition of 
old debts should be earned on 

But legislation will not be of much use unless we see 
that the government takes steps to provide cheap credit 
for the peasants 

The present scale of taccavj loans through land mortg- 
age banks or cooperative credit societies is too meagre to 
meet the need We must demand enormous increase m 
these facilities. Xxians to the peasants must be at lower 
rates of Interests and the recovery must be on easy instal- 
ments spread over a Jong period 


11 Bxisc Coopfxvnvxs ami PANcn-ivvis under 
PEOPLES CONTROL 

The cooperative societies are generally in the hands of 
landlords and rich peasants Whether they be credit so- 
cietfes or market societies or purchase and sale societies 
or even producers' cooperatives they have been utilised by 
the landlords and the rich peasants to serve their own 
interests to the detriment of the needs and interests of 
the poor and the middle peasantry This has been so 
especially where the lasan movement is weak 

This state of affairs however must not blind us to some 
of the facilities which the government gives to cooperatives 
The government continues these facilities and wants to 
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develop tue cooperalives more extensively to create the 
illusion that a really cooperative commonv.ealth can be 
built in this fashion But without ourselves falling under 
these illusions it is necessary that we actively participate 
in the cooperatives and try to utilise them to cater to the 
needs of the agricultural labour poor and middle peasants 
We must fight corruption »n the cooperatives and demand 
more democratic rights 

The congress government has enacted legislation m dif- 
ferent provinces for the formation of village panchayats 
elected on the basis of adult franchise and varying powers 
are given to them over village affairs we must take keen 
interest m them and see that the landlords and village re- 
actionanes do not get hold of them We must endeavour 
to see that they are under the control of genuine represen 
tatives of peasant and rural labour masses We must uti- 
lise these panchayats take measures to improve the viU-^ 
age assemblies espeaally m the interests of the poorer 
sections We must be constantly fighting against encro 
achments by the government officials on the powers of 
panchayats and against various obstacles that they would 
be creating We should demand ^greater facilities and 
powers for them For instance lye can demand that the 
administration of imgation sources grazing fields and 
forests distribution of manures and agricultural imple- 
ments, collection of land revenue etc. be handed over to 
these panchayats 

We have to formulate demands for reduction of various 
tax burdens and demand institution of graded agricultural 
tax. The agitation against imposition of new tax burdens 
on the peasants is to be intensified and all such efforts 
resisted The party and the kisan sabha should be in the 
forefront m this struggle 

IZ Ta-iBW, 'De-Mf.sus 

(1) Reserve line to be kept one mile distant from the 
villages 

Areas marked as reserves but without forests to be 
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Bi\en for cultivation. Dberalisation of rules relating to- 
shifting cultu alien Forest panchayats to be formed 
Forest produce to be utilised freely bj the tnbals for their 
use as well as for sale Cooperatives for tnbals wherein 
thc> can fell trees for sale 

(2) All type’} of landlordism in tribal anas to be aboli- 
shed and old debts liquidated 

(3) All exploitation b> the contractors to be checked 
and fair pnees for the forest collections of the tnbals and 
proper wiges for their work. 

(■t) Medical aid through dispensaries touring health 
officers special measures for speaal maladies prevalent in 
tnbal areas disinfection of drinking water wells ponds 
and special measures to counteract malaria 

Velonnarj dispensaries and toimng \etennar> officers 
to prevent cattle epidemics 

(5) Speaal educational facilities in tnbal areas edu 
cation through their own language free 5uppl> of school 
material night schools for adults free scholanhips In 
secondary and university courses training of teachers 
from the tnbals 


13 Irrigation FACU-iTCES 

The government boasts of Its few big multipurpose pro- 
jects but neglects many immediately necessary minor ir 
ngation projects Even these big projects which taken 
b> themselves are useful are proving so costly to build 
thanks to the bureaucratic Ineffiaency and rampant cor- 
ruption thanks to the employment of a large number of 
costl> foreign experts and refusal to utilise and encourage 
the talents of Indian engineer*; and technicians that people 
will not get the full benefits from them 

While pointing out the inadequacy of taking onlv a few 
of these multipurpose projects it is necessary to demand 
of the government to devote enough funds for the mitror 
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irngation projects Without developing these, the big 
projects alone will not solve the irrigation needs ot our 
peasantry 

It IS necessary to systematically work out the most neces- 
sary and important minor irrigation projects m each dis- 
trict or region and build up agitation for them We must 
even mobilise the peasants to build them, forcing the 
government to give maximum help 

In this connection betterment levies on all the peasan- 
try, m many cases even before the completion of the 
irrigation scheme that the congress government contem- 
plates to impose on the basis of acreage must be opposed 
as this would make the poor and middle peasant more 
indebted and ruined But we can put forward alternate 
■suggestions of graded betterment levies on the landlords 
It IS time that the party and the kisan movement come 
forward not only as a critic of the government policies and 
actions, but even as builder of projects, organiser of fe- 
mme relief and flood relief, as a force capable of looking 
to every institution like cooperatives rural banks, market- 
ing boards, panchayats and schools, cultural activities, 
agncultucal research centres etc It is true, without full 
power and a people's democratic government, these wiU 
not become all-inclusive but they will serve limited pur- 
poses and as examples of what we and the people are 
capable of building If only the present rule of the Cong- 
ress. of the landlords and monopolists is abolished 
The habit of looking down upon "constructive” pro- 
grams, without carefully studying them from the point of 
view of the peasantry and the people, of sneenng at work- 
ing for 'reforms’ must be given up The fear that such 
work vnW lead us into ’reformism’ and that we will be 
creating 'illusions’ among the peasantry must be given up 
It IS by successfully leading the peasant masses to achieve 
these small reforms and wm successes however small in 
all fronts against the landlords and their government, that 
we can inspire and lead the peasant masses into action for 
xeah'^ation of their full demands 
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14 BUItD ALL IS KtSAN UMTY FOR DEVELOPIVG STRUGGLES 

Vast millions of kisans who see their needs and aspira 
tions embodied Jn these concrete demands and slogans are 
mo\ing into action to ochie\e the same Eten large mas 
sen of peasants who still have great illusions that these 
land relations can be basicallj altered through the Cong 
ress and its government are all the same desiring that 
thp«e demands be fulfilled and aspirations realised It iff 
this that makes possible united struggles against the most 
reactionary elements In the country and develop a broad 
based klsan movements and draw in all these elements to 
Join even the kisan sabha 

Millions of kisans who arc disillusioned with the Cong- 
ress have been groping their wa> to solve their problems 
Large sections of them are under the influence of the 
Praja Socialist and other parties 
In Punjab a Urge number of sikh peasantrv are still 
following the Akali Party 

Throughout the country large masses of agricultural 
labourers belonging to the hanjan communitj are behind 
the scheduled castes federation 

(1) So it 15 necessary lor the party and the kisan move 
ment to make the utmost efforts to draw in these masses 
and congress and PSP workers into united front actions 
anJ it IS through these actions that they would shed their 
illusions At the same time it must be realised that it is 
only if the party carries on a systematic ideological strug 
gle against the fundamentals preached b> the Congress as 
well as against the sarvodaya plan of solving the land pro 
blem through bhoodan and other movements that this pro 
cess of disillusionment can be successful Ue must make 
'pecial efforts to work unitedly with the workers of the 
PSP and other democratic parties while not hesitating to 
criticise the reactionary poliaes of the leadership of the 
PSP and other parties wherever it becomes necessary 
This ideological struggle and united front actions will 
have to be strengthened through systematic organisational 
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work \vilh n view to the drauing in of the mdltons of pet* 
*;anls and oflrjcullural labourers into the movement for 
agrarian revolution 

It is the job of the party to see that the appeal of the 
All-lndia Kjvan Sabhn to all other champions of klsafts 
and kisan organisations which are loda> outside the k«san 
sabha to come Into the fold of the AU-lndia Kisan Sabha 
Is implemented. This can be tiont os the All-Indlfl Kistn 
Sabha t^eU points out, by first forginR unity in action to 
wage Joint struggles against evictions against imposition 
of new taxes for rent and revenue reduction as «t*U as 
forming joint committees of struggle The kisan sabha s 
appeal to all its lower units to make a concerted drive W 
form joint committees of all the existing kisan organtsa- 
lions to fight kisan struggles on specific issues has to b® 
■earned out It Is then onl> that the whole mass of Visans 
can be rallied behind a united organisation. 

(21 Building of the unity of the entire peasantry agaips* 
the landlord imperialist exploitation becomes the most ifO' 
portant task in order to develop a broad united kisan mote- 
ment 

The problem of unity of the peasantry is mainly a pro- 
blem of uniting the agricultural labourers and the pea- 
■'ants including the ndi peasants against the exploitation 
of the mperialists feudal landlords and Indian monopo- 
lists, An at'itude of dnf* and spontaneity in this respect 
or failure to study the problem in all its relations leads to 
■either the neglect of agricultural labourers their demands 
■and struggles or the emphasisir^ of their conflict wdlh the 
peasantry divorced from the common conflict of both 
against feudal exploitation It is mainly from the former 
neglect that the kisan movement has suffered till now 
While coming forward more consciously and determin- 
eSIy m fieience of Vne wage and other demands oi rui^^ 
workers however kisan workers have to realise that the 
objective conditions for peasant-agricultural labour unity 
are daily growing and not declining 

Taking the agranan policy of the government as a 
whole particularly in respect of compensation to land- 
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lords, the prices of agncullural foods, taxation, famine 
teltef, taccavi and so on. the peasantry as a uhole is be- 
coming more and more hostile to the government and the 
classes the government defends and wants allies in Its 
struggle against thera At the other end, the labourers 
are also realising that, short of acquinng the lands of the 
landlord and state-owned cultivable wastes no other mea- 
sure can give them a suitable assurance of even a mode- 
rate standard of life Considering these factors, k^an 
workers have to go all-out for uniting the forces a^r - 
cultural labourers and the entire peasantry for united 
onslaught against landlordism 

f31 To develop the broad united kisan movement 't is 
necessary that we popularise the victories the kisan move- 
ment has achieved the various concess'ons which it has 
been able to WTench from the hands of the government m 
the form of various lagislatlons as a result of the hero'C 
and persistent struggles waged by the kisan masses Too 
often the tendency Is to narrate only the hardships that 
the people are suffering and to Ignore the successes that 
their struggles have won In the mistaken belief that 
reference to such successes will breed reformist Illusions 
whil*' the reality is that in order to inculcate con^’denco 
In the masses, confidence that unity and struggle can \nn 
demands, it Is essential that such successe« won bv the 
people, no matter how' small are widely pub’icised and 
made the basis for further advance 

It IS also necessary to rouse and organise the oeasant 
masses by pointing out to them how in the past the pea- 
«;ants have heroically fought and wun many a demand and 
blazed a path of heroic tradition m the struggle for na- 
tional liberation. 

(4) To develop the broad united kisan movement it is 
necessary that we utilise every p*ece of legislation that 
has been enacted to the maximum that is possible to riir- 
ther the Interest of the kisans We must see that ev erv 
concession or facility granted in the legislation is actuallv 
enyjyed In practice by the peasants and agitate for further 
rights and facilities 
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We must utilise the forum of legislative assemblies to 
improve the existing legislation as vvtll as to ventilate the 
grievance of the kisan masses and get relief for impro'" 
mg the lot of the peasant masses There must be fat" 
greater linking up of our parliamentary vvork "ith the 
kisan vvork outside 

(5) To develop a strong kisan movement it is neccssarj 
that kisan sabhas and agricultural labour organisations 
should lake up all those tasks which will raise the social 
economic and cultural level of peasants and agricultural 
labourers such as organisation of literac> classes sports and 
cultural activities relief and selfhelp movement struggle 
against •loaal disabilities organisation of medical public 
health and other forms of moral uplift 

Office of kisan «abha$ and agricultural labouref®* 
organisations mast function daily attending to the various 
aifficulties the kisan masses face in their relations 
the landlords government officers and other public insti 
tutions orovide them wnth legal assistance help them 
improve their agriculture b> bringing to their notice the 
latest methods of improving agriculture help them 
fight pests that affect their crops and cattle help them to^ 
get good seeds implements manures, water to their field> 
in tine and similar other multifarious activities connected 
wnth the whole life of the peasant and his dail> occupation. 

In one word the kisan sabhas and agncultural labouf 
ers organisations must become an integral part of the 
peasant s life from where he gets constant adv ice and help 

(6) To develop a strong kisan -movement it isTiecessarv 
to draw the kisan masses into discussions for formulating 
their immediate demands “nie parts and kisan «abh3 
organisation must be all attentive to vvhat actuallv the' 
have got to say and be extremely flexible in giving shap^ 
to the formulations of their immediate demands on tho 
basis of the actual reality and the concrete situation. 

This cannot be too much emphasised es{»cially in vie"' 
of the fact that most of the active workers m the existing 
fnsan sabha committees practically at all levels are not 
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those N^ho carry on agricultural occupation but uho are 
more of political workers 

(7) In developing kisan struggles v\e must show ex- 
♦reme flexibility in adopting the forms of struggle suited 
to local conditions to the mood and preparedness of the 
k san ma«sos and to their organisation. All forms — peti- 
tions signatures demonstrations marches strikes and bar 
tals and even civil disobedience etc— ^re to be adopted 
according to the situation existing 

(8) In developing these struggles or even preparing for 
them, we have been failing miserably in our agitation to 
explain the grievances from which the peasant masses have 
been suffering and against which they are preparing to 
fight in as wide an area as possible depending on the im 
portance of the issue involved It is only when we can 
effectively popularise our demands that we can draw In 
other sections in other areas who are suffering from simi- 
lar difficulties to join with us and fight effectively The 
struggles when carried on an extensive scale would be 
far inoro likely to achieve successes than when confined 
to limited areas or localities It is also only when we can 
effectively popularise our demands and the struggle far 
and wide and espeaally in the neighbouring countryside 
and the towns that we can wan the sympathy and support 
of all democratic elements 


15 Forge unity of workivo Class & peasants 

(1 ) To achieve success in our kisan struggles the active 
support of the working class is to be achieved But it is 
here that the party has been failing We have not been 
able to popularise the demands of kisan masses among the 
Aorking class We have not been able to make them rea- 
li'-e how intimately their life and problems are connected 
with the outcome of kisan struggles and hence the neces 
sitv of coming all-out in support of these struggles We 
have not been able to bring the working class to hold 
l>— 23 
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meetings, demonstrations leave alone coming out m gene- 
ral strike in support of kisan demands. 

The party also must populan«o v^orkingdass demands 
and struggles among the ktsans and bnng them m support 
of these It is onl> thus that we can forge unity between 
the working class and the peasantry which is the gurantee 
of our ultimate v ictory 

The party must make determined efforts to send worK- 
ingclass party cadre from industrial centres to neighbour- 
ing peasant areas to de\ clop the kisan mo\ ement 

(2) The party and the kisan mm ement must rouse the 
kisan masses against manocuxres of warmongers, led by 
the US imperialists and their junior partners the Bntish 
impenalists, to unleash a third world war 
It must rouse them to the realisation of what the out- 
break of war would mean to their own democratic strug- 
gles for land, bread and a decent life, to their kith and 
km and cherished desires of peaceful and prosperous live- 
lihood to their sons and husbands being dragged mto 
bloody wars to safeguard the profits and loot of the mJ* 
bonaires and the landlords and the foreign imperialists 
It must rouse them to demand that our government fol- 
low a consistent policy of peace and against \\ ar demand 
the withdrawal of ih foreign armies irom the Asian and 
African countries free and equal trade and cultural re- 
lations wi*h all countries especially with the So%net Union- 
China and East European democraaes and closer trade and 
cultural ties and alliance with Pakistan. 

It IS also necessary to extensively popularise among the 
agricultural labourers and the peasant masses the adue- 
veroents of the Soviet Union. People’s China and other 
people’s democraoes this will create confidence m their 
own strength to strive to achieve similar objectives It 
will consolidate the feelings of international sobdanty 
which would help to bnng them against all the plots of 
Amencan and Bntish impenalists to unleash a world war 
against the Soviet Union and People’s China and make 
them champions of peace 
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(3) It is also necessary to popularise the program and 
policy of the Communist Party of India and its unflinching 
£tand in the «ervice of the people and especially the kisan 
masses A systematic campaign of recruitment into the 
party of kisan and agncultural labour militants and their 
education on the one hand and a systematic sending of 
party cadre coming from the middle class and intelligent- 
sia to uork among the peasant masses on the other ha-ve 
to be undertaken It is only thus that ue can strengthen 
the Ideological-political and organisational ties of the 
parly with the millions of peasants and agricultural la- 
bourers which is one of our immediate urgent tasks 

Failure to do this v.111 disarm the masses of peasants 
and agricultural labourers against the onslaught launched 
by the Imperialists feudal landlords and monopolies and 
against the various forms of petty-bourgeois ideology 

(4) The party and the kisan movement must make spe- 
aal efforts to rouse the kisan uomen to join the kisan 
sabha and participate in its multifarious activities Spe- 
cial efforts are to be taken to formulate u*Dmen’s demands 
especially those that affect the kisan uomen and neces- 
sary steps to fight for them should be taken Special 
efforts should be made to educate the kisan uoman cadre 

Similarly the kisan youth are to be organised and drawn 
into kisan sabha activity For this cultural sport and 
other activities and social services should be organised 
Peasant youth can be organised into strong disaplmed 
youth leagues to carry out the kisan sabha activities and 
struggles 

(5) On many issues we are lagging behind the move- 
ment One of the reasons is the lack of clanty and con- 
fusion on many issues and lack of theoretical understand- 
ing of basic concepts. The party must make an analysis 
of the classification of the peasantry the colonial struc 
ture of Indian agrarian economy, the recent trends m the 
development of agriculture the directions of the congress 
agranan legislation etc “nie central committee in con- 
sultation wth the leading comrades of the AIKS, has to 
do the job 
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(6) Functioning the kisan sabha and agricultural labour 
organisation at all levels should be taken by the party as 
one of its most important tasks 

The problems facing the provinces are varied and can 
be tackled only m the provinces No day-to-day directions 
and guidance can be given from the centre Hence every 
effort should be made to strengthen the provincial kisan 
sabhas and agricultural labour unions They should c 
made the real guiding and leading bodies of the agrar^ 
movement in the provmce The function of the AIK> 
should be realistic and limited It should pool the 
penences of various provmces exchange them, give assis 
tance to weaker provinces in building organisation or 
studying problems and so on. It is again the 30b of t 
pro\meial kasan sabhas to organise special kisan schoo 
for the training and education of the large number of 
cadres that are newly coming up 

Collection of donation for the kisan sabha is one of the 
items of routine jobs of a kisan sabha worker He 
espeaaUy collect funds while ninmng campaigns and con- 
ducting struggles and holding pubbc meetings 

The village or union or thana kisan sabhas should be b'^ 
and real functiorung bodies which conduct day-to-day 
work and struggles So far these units remain only no- 
minal on paper To build and activise them is one of the 
key tasks 

It IS absolutely essential that we make a detennuied 
effort to get capable peasants and agncultural labourers 
who are actively engaged m their occupation, to be on 
various committees at atl levels and to make them func- 
tion in them so that the kisan sabha may develop as a real 
mass organisation and not allow the present position of 
their being only party or all-party political bodies. Only 
then It becomes possible to forge the live organisational 
links wnth the kisan masses 
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1 The central comimltee of the Communist Party of 
India deplores the continued delay m forming the Imguis 
tic states which all sections of people have been demand 
mg for the last three decades and more Even though the 
government was forced by this mass pressure to appoint 
a states reorganisation commission to go into the whole 
question the terms of reference instead of laying dowm 
the well accepted principle of reorganising the states by 
grouping together contiguous areas uhich are linguisti- 
cally and culturally homogeneous seek to bypass the same 
by raising false issues like financial viability and ad 
ministrative convenience and by showing hypocritical 
concern for national unity and security This has justi 
fiably raised among the public suspicions that the com 
mission IS mtended to find an excuse to deny the forma 
tion of linguistic states at least in certam cases 
The Communist Party urges upon the government and 
the commission to realise that any further delay or post 
poning of the issue will be very harmful to the democra 
tic development of political life and administration and 
also even to the harmonious relations between van 
ous sections of the people It urges upon the states re- 
organisation commission to sulnrut an intenm report as 
early as possible but in any case not later than the end 
of September 1954 recommending the formation of the 
following states based primarily on language with such 
boundary adjustments as may be found necessary as ex 
plained m sections 5 and 6 


Resolution adopted by the OCi Delhi 10-18 April 1954 and pub 
Iished lo the pamphlet On the Decisions of the Central Committee 
etc in July 1954 



358 


Documents of the History of the CFf 

It impresses upon the states reorganisation comnussion 
that it IS only by disintegrating the present Hyderabad 
state that any rational formation of linguistic states in the 
south can ever be achieved 

2 (1) Kerala The present Travancoro Cochin state 

rmnus the Tamil speakuig areas and Malayalam speakm? 
areas of Madras state 

(2) Tamilnadu The present Madras state minus th^ 
Kannada and Malayalam speaking areas plus the Tamil 
speaking of Travancore Cochin with necessary boundarj 
adjustments with Andhra 

(3) AhxiiRA. The present Andhra state with the Telugu 
speaking areas of Hyderabad state — the Telangana are* 
mcluding Hyderabad city — and Telugu speaking areas o 
Mysore, with necessary boundary adjustments %vith Tamu 
nadu, the present Madhya Pradesh and Onsso 

(4) Kawiatak The present Mysore state minus its Telu 
gu speaking areas, with the Kannada speaking ar®** 
Madras, Hyderabad Bombay and Andhra states a^“ 
Coorg 

( 5 ) MuLiRASinrRA The Marathi speaking areas of Bom 
bay, Hyderabad and Madhya Pradesh states includmg 
Bombay city 

(6) Gujarat The Gujarati speaking areas of Bombay 
state with Saurashtra and Cutch, with the necessary boun 
dary adjustments with Rajasthan and Madhya Bharat 

( 7 ) The Punjab The Punjabi speaking areas of 
Punjab and PEPSU states 

(8) Orissa The present Orissa state with necessary 
boundary adjustments with Bihar, Bengal, Andhra mw 
Madhya Pradesh. 

(9) West Bengal The present West Bengal state 
the necessary boundary adjustments with Bihar ^ 
Orissa 

(10) Assam The present Assam state 

(11) Rajasthan Including Ajmer and with the neco® 

sary boundary adjustments with present UP Delhi, 
dhya Bharat Gujarat and PEPSU i 
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(12) Midiha Along with Bhopal and with the 

noeessarj boundary adjustments with Rajasthan UP and 
Madh>a Pradesh 

(13) PRADrsn Hindi speaking areas of the pre 
sent Madh>a Pradesh stale along with the Vindhya Pra 
desh md with the necessary boundary adjustments with 
Madhya Bharat UP Onssa. and Andhra states 

(14) Dmn To be formed by including Hindi speakmg 
areas of Punjab and PEPSU and such districts of western 
UP as have close economic links with Delhi 

(15) IlniAOtAL Pradesh With the necessary boundary 
adjustments with Punjab PEPSU and UP 

(16) UrrAR pRADrsii The present UP state with neces 
sary boundary adjustments with the present Madhya 
Bharat, Rajasthan Vmdhya Pradesh and Delhi. 

(17) Bf/iA* The present Bthar state with the necessary 
boundary adjustments with Bengal and Onssa 

(18) Tripura & (19) M.\mpur Beth these states are to 
be given an elected legislature and government of their 
own. 

(19) And lastly the KASintiR and )A.viinj state whose spe 
cial status has been recognised m the Indian constitution 

3 The central committee of the Communist Party of 
India demands that the institution of rajpramukh be 
abolished the pnvy purses of all former rulers be stopped 
and all special privileges be abolished and their socalled 
personal property be taken over by the state This would 
bring hundreds of crores to the dnances of these new 
states Th** present distmctlon of A, B C states should be 
abolished 

4. It will be seen that the formation of these states will 
reduce the present number of states from 28 to 20 which 
itself rebuts the arguments of those who raise the bogy of 
balbanisation This division of states is on a more rational 
basis wherein the administration can be earned on in the 
language spoken by the overwhelming mass of people 
more convemently and in consonance with the democratic 
wishes of the people 
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These states are far more viable than the existing ones 
To argue whether every stale is absolutely viable financi 
ally IS meanmgless, as with the present allocation of 
finances between centre and the states, no such absolute 
financial viability can exist Apart from this, these are not 
being carved out as independent states but as a part ana 
parcel of a united India, as such any deficit in any single 
state has to be met by the centre 

Nor does the central committee of the Communist Part> 
of India accept the theory that the formation of linguistic 
states will encourage provmcialism or lead to fissiparious 
tendencies or lead to the disruption of the unity and secu 
rity of India On the other hand, it will lead to greater 
unity of India 


5 The central committee of the Communist Party 


of 


India wants it to be made clear that the boundaries of th® 
Imguistic states should be demarcated on the followutg 
prmciples 

(i) Village is to be taken as the unit Demarcation b^e 
IS to be drawn on the basis of majority of vnilagers spe®^ 
mg a particular language m that village and on the bas^s 
of contiguity of that village to that particular linguistic 
state 


(u) It should be understood that, however carefully the 
demarcation Ime is drawn, both in these boundary areas 
as well as m the mtenor of every one of these states, there 
will be linguistic minorities These must be guarantee^ 
that their education will be m their mother tongue both 
m elementary and secondary stages The question of v.be 
ther college education is al» to be given m their mother 
tongue, and if so to what extent and under what practical 
conditions, is to be left to the states concerned It is onij 
then that these boundary areas, instead of bemg seats of 
discord and disunity, will become seats of mutual bonds 
between linguistic states 

6 When demarcatmg boundaries of these states ther® 
may be tribal areas within the boundaries The trib^^ 
areas wherein a particular distinctive tribe lives should bo 
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attached to one linguistic state or the other, as per their 
cultural and linguistic affinity with that of the neighbouring 
state, as uell as on the basis on \ihich state their economic 
development is more closely linked and likely to be more 
naturally developed Where a tribe is interspersed by the 
migration of neighbouring linguistic populations, then the 
different compact areas wherein the tribe lives wnll have 
to be put in those states with which its economic life is 
linked or likely to be more naturally developed 
These tribal areas included m one Imguistic state or the 
other must be so administratively divided into tehsils, dis 
tricts or regional units as the case may be so that their 
local or regional autonomy can be exercised, as for inst 
ance, the Koya region in Andhxa, the Conduana region in 
Bastar district, Madhya Pradesh, the Warli area m Maha 
rashtra, the Bhil tchsils or districts in Madhya Bharat and 
Rajasthan, various tribal areas m Orissa, the Jharkhand 
region in Bihar, the Nepali area in Darjeeling The vari 
ous tribal district councils in Assam enumerated m the 
constitution are to have far greater autonomy 
7. The central committee urges upon all democratic 
elements and parties not to fritter away their energies on 
minor details of boundary demarcation but concentrate 
their efforts to get the stales reorganisation commission 
and the government accept the formation of the above 
states and the principles for demarcatmg the boundaries 
Once this is achieved, the question of actual demarcation 
can be left to the commission on the basis of census figures 
available over a period of the last few decades 
The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
urges upon all democratic elements to mtensify the cam 
paign for the immediate formation of Imguistic states, 
which wnll be a step towards further strengthening of the 
struggle for a full democratic life 

8 The central committee of the Communist Party of 
India directs its provincial committees to discuss among 
themselves and come to agreement on disputed areas on 
the basts of these principles and light the chauvinistic de- 
mands that are being made by vested interests 
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1 We are glad that the government of India has at long 
last appointed a commission to inquire into and report on 
the reorganisation of states This in our opinion is a 
recognition by the government of India of the fact that it 
IS no longer advisable to ignore the growing agitation m 
the country for the formation of linguistic states 

2 However the prime minister s statement m parha 
ment announcing the appointment of the commission 
wherein he had stated that it will look not merely W 
linguistic and cultural homogeneity but also to financial 
■viability administrative convemence and national 

and security has justifiably raised among the public susp* 
cions that the commission is mtended to fmd an excuse to 
deny the demand for the formation of linguistic states a 
least in certam cases 

3 It is a -well known fact that the present distribution 
of states in India has no rational basis As has been stated 
by the prime mimster himself the present system is 1^^ 
gely the result of historical processes and the spread and 
consolidation of Bntish power m India It had nothing to 
do with the building up of a democratic life and adminis 
tration It had only helped to foster conflicts between 
sections of our people by the British and thereby help m 
the disruption of the democratic movement 

4 It was agamst this deliberate attempt to foster con 
flicts and disrupt our democratic movement that fl’® 
national movement in our country raised the demand fo^ 
the formation of linguistic provinces That demand 
raised not for purposes of disrupting the unity of India 

Published in New Age 2 May 1954 and printed as panipbl^ 
June 1954 
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but with a view to draw the masses of our people into 
participation in all aspects of the political, economic and 
cultural life of the country, and thereby strengthen the 
unity and security of India Again, this recognition of 
the need for drawing the masses into the political life of 
the country led the Congress to amend its constitution in 
1921 and provide for linguistic provincial units in the 
structure of the congress organisation 

5 The struggle of our people for linguistic states is thus 
a part of our struggle for freedom and democracy The 
Communist Party holds that the formation of linguistic 
states IS a prerequisite to ensure that the masses of the 
people take their full part in the democratic reconstruction 
of the country’s economy and life, without which the 
country cannot take the wide road to progress and pro- 
sperity Moreover this is essential for the fullest flower- 
ing of the democratic culture of all the peoples speaking 
different languages and the development of their lang- 
uages and literature This is also necessary for laying 
the firm and secure foundation for building the unity of 
India, on the basis of democracy for and equality of all 
the various peoples, who would voluntarily cooperate m 
the common endeavour of building a prosperous, progres- 
sive and democratic India. 

6 We think it appropriate here to recall what the all 
parties committee appointed by the Indian National Cong- 
ress m 1927, presided over by Pandit Motilal Nehru, and 
of which Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was the general secre- 
tary, had stated on this question, In the chapter entitled 
"Redistribution of Provinces”, the committee declared. 

"What prmciples should govern this redistribution’ 
Partly geograp^cal and partly economic and financial 
but the main constderatton must necessartlv be the wishes 
oj the people and the linguistic unity of the area con- 
cerned It is well recognised that rapid progress in edu- 
cation as well as in general culture and m most depart- 
ments of life depends on language If a foreign language 
IS the medium of instruction, business affairs and the hie 
of the country must necessarily be stunted No demo- 
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cracy can exist tohere a foreign language is used for this 
purpose A democracy must be well-informed and must 
be able to understand and follow public a//airs m order 
to to} e an effective part in them It is inconceivable that 
a democracy can do this if a foreign language is used It 
becomes essential, therefore, to conduct the business and 
politics of a country in a language which is understood by 
the masses So far cs the provinces are concerned, this 
must be the provincial language” (emphasis added) 

Again, the committee pomts out "If a province has to 
educate itself and do its daily ivork through the medium 
of its own language, it must necessarily be a Imguistic 
area. If it happens to be a pol>glot area, difficulties v.ill 
continuously arise and the media of instruction and work 
■Will be tv.0 or even more languages. Hence it becomes 
most desirable for provinces to be regrouped on o Itngiits 
tic basts Language, as a ruie coiresponds uith c special 
variety of culture, of traditions and literature In a Iinguis* 
tic OTca, all these factors toiU ?iclp in the general progress 
of the province ’ (emphasis added) 

7 Nothing has happened m India since the Nehru corr- 
mittee submitted its report ■which can negate these 
weighty arguments of the committee which made them re- 
commend that the language and the ■wishes of the people 
are the primary considerations for the reorganisation of 
states In fact wnth the removal of British rule from 
August 1947^ it IS natural that the people of should 

feel the insistent urge that they must have the right and 
opportunity for full participation in all aspects of the 
political, economic and cultural life of the country Tbc 
growing demand for the formation of linguistic states is 
but a part of the democratic upsurge in the country 

8 The Communist Party, therefore urges upon the 
states reorganisation commission to submit an interim 
report before the end of Septonber recommending the 
formation of the following states based primarily on the 
language of the area mcluded m the proposed states: 



Mennrandun Co SuUs Rf(>rt<iilMiifoii Commltsion 265 

(H Kercia Tlie present Travancore Cochin state minus 
the Tamll-speaking areas and Malayalam-speaking areas 
o{ Madras state 

(2) Tomiinadii TJu present Madras state minus the 
Kannada and Malayalam*speaking areas plus the Tamil* 
sptaKing areas of Travancorc-Cochin wth necessary 
boundary adjustments with Andhra 

f3) Andhra The present Andhra state with the Telugu 
speaking areas of Hyderabad state—Hhe Telangana area 
Including Hyderabad aiy — and Tclugu-speakmg areas of 
^l>*.o^e with necessary boundary adjustments with Tamil- 
nadu the present Madhya Pradesh and Onssa 

(4) Karnatak The present Mysore state minus Its 
Telugu-speaking areas with the Kannada-speaking areas 
of Madras Hyderabad Bombay and Andhra states and 
Coorg 

(5) itfflharaihfra The Marathi-speaking areas of Bom- 
bay Hyderabad and Madhya Pradesh states including 
Bombay city 

(6) Gujarat The Gujarati-speaking anas of Bombay 
state with Saurashtra and Cutch with necessary boundary 
adjustments with Rajasthan and Madhya Bharat 

<7) The Punjab The Punjabi-speaking area of Punjab 
an 1 PEPSU slates 

(8) Orfsjo, The present Orissa state u^th necessary 
boundary adjustments with Bihar Bengal Andhra and 
Madhya Pradesh 

(9) West Bengal The present West Bengal state with 
the necessary boundary adjustments with Bihar and 
Onssa 

(10) Assam The present Assam state 

(11) Rajasthan Including Ajmer and \^ith the neces- 
sary boundary adjustments with the present UP Delhi 
Madhya Bharat Gujarat and PEPSU 

12) Madhya Bharat Along with Bhopal and with the 
necessary boundary adjustments with Rajasthan UP and 
Madhva Pradesh 

(13) Madhya Pradesh Hindi speaking areas of the pre 
sent Madhya Pradesh state along with Vmdhya Pradesh 
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and with the necessary boundary adjustments with Madhya 
Bharat, UP, Orissa and Andhra states 

(14) Delhi To be formed by including Hindi-speaking 
areas of Punjab and PEPSU and such districts of western 
UP as have close economic links with Delhi 

(15) Himachal Pradesh. With the necessary boundary 
adjustments with Punjab, PEPSU and UP 

(16) Uttar Pradesh Ibe present UP state with neces- 
sary boundary adjustments with the present Madhya 
"Bharat, Rajasthan, Vindhya Pradesh and Delhi 

(17) BiJiar The present Bihar state with the necessary' 
boundary adjustments with Bengal and Orissa 

(18) Tripura & (19) Manipur Both these states are to 

be given an elected legislature and government of their 
own 1 

(19) And lastly, the Kashmir end Jammu state whose 

special status has been recognised m the Indian constitu- 
■tioa I 

Although Tripura and Manipur are small in area ao® 
■population, we have urged their constitution as two separ- 
ate provinces for the following reasons 

(i) Although they ate situated contiguous to Assam, 
-they are mountamous areas with very sparse communica- 
tions With Assam. 

(u) Their languages are different from those of Assam, 
and the main demand of the democratic movement has 
been for greater democratic rights 

(ui) The people of these states might have been wilhn^ 
to be withm the state of Assam if the tnbal areas withm 
Assam had been conferred full local autonomy, with theif 
own executive But today the democratic urge of Ibe 
people m these areas cannot be satisfied until their own 
demand for a legislature and executive is first satisfied 
It will be seen that to the proposals we have made, the 
present Hyderabad state will have to be disintegrated The 
central committee desires to impress on you that no lin- 
guistic states can ever be formed in the south on a rational 
basis without the disintegration of the present Hyderabad 
state The committee on linguistic states appomted by the 
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Jaipur congress in 1948 (popularly- knovm as the JVP* 
committee) itself had recognised this m its report when 
It stated 'Thus the constitution of a province of Maha- 
rashtra inevitably raises the problem of Karnataka bnd 
makes a separate Karnataka provuwe inescapable . The 
constitution of Andhra provmce raises the problem of 
the Karnataka areas of the Madras provmce All three 
raise the problem o/ contiguous linguistic areas of Hydera- 
bad state" (emphasis added) 

The central committee urges upon the commission to 
recommend that the present distmction between A, B and 
C states should be abolished altogether while reorganising 
the states There cannot be any distinction in the degree 
•of democratic rights enjoyed by the people of India Hie 
committee further urges upon you to recommend that the 
institution of rajpramukh should be forthwith abolished 
as also their special privileges Together with it their pnvy 
purses must be stopped and the socalled personal property 
of the former pnnces. earned out of nusappropnation of 
slate revenues, should be taken over by the state 

9 The Communist Party considers it necessary to 
rebut the arguments that are generally raised with a viev/ 
to negate this demand for linguistic states It will be seen 
that the formation of these states as above will reduce the 
present number of states from 28 to 20, which itself rebuts 
the arguments of those who raise the bogy of balkanisation 
whenever the demand for linguistic states is wade Hiis 
reconstitution of states that we have suggested is on a more 
rational basis, wherem the administration can be earned 
•on in the language spoken by the overwhelming majority 
of the people of the state 

10 Another argument that is Kjught to be raised 

against the formation of linguistic states is the allegation 
that such a distribution ivill jeopardise the unity and secur- 
ity of India This argument is patently an absurd and false 
one The linguistic states are not separate states -with their 
own army and the defence services Defence tviU contmue 
‘ J I 

• Jawaharbl Nehru, Vallabhbhai Patel and Patlablu Siiamnayya 
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to be a central subject As such, umty and security of India 
N\ill in no way be jeopardised by the formation of states 
as proposed above 

1 1 How could one say that our western defences can 
only be maintained by the existence of two states, Punja ^ 
and PEPSU, on our western border The PEPSU state is not 
even a contiguous area One district, Kandaghat, is 
separated from the other parts of PEPSU and is surrounded 
by areas of Himachal Pradesh state Similarly, Punjab has 
on its eastern side a large area with a majonty of Hindu- 
stanli-speaking people No sane man can argue that tl^ 
setup on our western frontier is essential either for the 
defence of our country or for its unity Neither can one 
argue that the creation of a Punjab, with the merger of the 
contiguous areas with a majonty of the Punjabl-spealung 
people in the two states, and the joining of the eastern 
Hindustani area with the adjoining Hmdustani-speakin^ 
areas will weaken the umty and secunty of the country 
The same arguments will apply to every other part o 
India On the other hand, experience has shown that the 
continuation of the present setup has only led to confl»^ 
between our peoples which certainly are not conduave t 
the development of the unity of India It is a remarkab ® 
thing that throughout our national struggle neither the 
congress leaders nor representatives of other politic® 
parties on the all-party committee, referred to above, ha 
ever raised until 1947 this bogy of unity and secunty v.he” 
discussing this question of linguistic states. 

12 Another argument that is advanced is that of fmaH' 
cial viability It will be seen that the states proposed above 
are far more viable than many of the existing ones 
us take certain examples Travancore-Cochin already exi^ 
as a state In the proposal that we have made, the TamJ*' 
speaking areas of the state will join the existing Madr^ 
state Similarly the Malayalam-speaking areas of the 
mg Madras state which compnse of the distnct of Malaha^ 
and certain adjoining areas of the South Kanara distnc 
■will join the existing Travancore-Cochm state and form 
Kerala state The result ■would be that the Kerala state a*' 
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the TfemJinatlu state v.111 be nwn* 6r l«s of the same lUe 
and revenue as the existing Madras and TC stalt-s 
Examples Iilce this cin bo muttiptied 

13. Financial viability of the states is a question of the 
allocation of the revenues between the centre and the 
states. Today no state in India, with the present allocation 
of financial resources, has a surplus or is even a self- 
ruffiaenl one The budgets of all of them have become 
defidt. 

M. It must bo rc.allsed that the economy of all these 
rtatts cannot be the same. There are provinces like Bengal 
and Travancore-Cochln which grow commerc.al crop*; like 
jute, rubber, tea, pepper and other exportable commodities 
Certain financial results u-ithin the present setup may 
follow as a result of this. But that certainly cannot be a 
ground for denying the right of formation of linguistic 
states. 

15. Moreover one cannot shut one's eyes to the fact that 
there has been an uneven economic development between 
different areas of India Surely, this uneven economic 
development which results in certain areas being back- 
ward cannot become a ground for refusing the people of 
these areas their linguistic state through which they would 
be able to partidpate In the administration of the country 
Such an argument would only mean that it Is only the 
people of economically more prosperous areas that have 
the right to participate , in the political, economic and 
administrative life of the country. 

16, In this connection, it Is worth recalling what the 
Nehru committee had stated In’this regard After stating 
that the linguistic principle and the wishes of the majority 
of the people are the two most important considerations in 
the rearrangement of the provinces, the ’committee pro- 
ceeds: "The third consideration though not of the same 
Importance Is administrative Mnvenienee which would 
Include geographical rposition, ewnomlc resources and the 
financial stability of thc'arca concerned But ddmlnlstro- 
fiVe cgffogrriWrev A- J 


i>-24 
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iTiTist, as a rule, how to the wishes of the people" (ernpha^^ 
added). 

Very correctly they point out that administrative co - 
venience which includes tinancial stability Is a matter 
arrangement, because the allocation o£ the financial re 
sources js a matter of arrangement between the centre an 
states. ^ 

17. Answering those people who opposed the forma 
of the province of Smd on the ground that it w'ould be 
cially a deficit province, the committee stated. "The dem 
of right to selfdetermination on purely fmancial ground- 
is bound to lead to great dissatisfaction, and is 
impede the progress of Sind and all the energy ^ 
should go to building up the life and work of 

however. thJS 


this 


would be spent in, profitless agitation If. 
right IS conceded, a strong impetus will be given to 
new province to work hard and compete v^th 
advanced provinces.” The truth of these 
been proved by the last seven years since 
which the demands for linguistic states had been nega 
'by the government of India. . 

18. In this connection, the Commimist Party oi « 
•wants to stress the fact that it is the duty of the ce^tr 
help the more backward states, so that they are en 
to rapidly do away with their backwardness ^ . .^onc 
even development of the whole country. Ipat 
^ cement the fraternal feelings of the people 
different languages and cement the unity of ^ 

.make this very backwardness a pretext for 
-oeople of these areas opportunity to democratic dev 
■iient wiU only lead to the strengthening of disrup 

The reduction of the total number of stales f>^ 
2 g to 20 as proposed by us will result in a reduction 
-ton administrative expenditure on governors, hign ^ 

_tc. This together with the abolition o! the „vy 

-raipramukhs with their heavy, allowan«s md V 
•purses, would lead_to the augmentation of a few c 
rupUs to the revenues of India.' 
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The urguitifnl ot financial vlablllly is therefore totally 
unsustainable 

20 Consistent unth the fonnation of linguistic states 
we urge upon >-ou to recommend that the following pro- 
cedure be adopted when demarcating the boundaries of the 
new linguistic states 

Village Is to be taken as the unit Demarcation line to be 
drawTi on the basis of majority of villagers speaking a 
particular language In that village and on the basis of con- 
tiguity of that village to that particular linguistic state 
li shouW htf understood th^t howcicr csreluUy the 
demarcation line is drawn both in these boundarj areas 
as well as In the Interior of every one of these states there 
will be linguistic minorities These must be guaranteed 
that their education will be In Iheir mother-tongue both in 
elementary and secondary stages The question of whether 
college education is also to be given In their mother 
tongue and If so to what extent and under what practical 
conditions is to be left to the states concerned It is only 
then that these boundary areaa instead of being seats of 
discord and disunity will become seats of mutual bonds 
between linguistic states 

When demarcating boundaries of these states there may 
be tribal areas within the bouhdanes. The tribal areas 
wherein a particular distinctive tribe lives should be 
attached to one linguistic state or the other as per their 
cultural and linguistic affinity vith that of the neighbour- 
ing state as W’ell as on the basis as to which state their 
economic development is more vioscly linked and Lkely to 
be more naturally developed ^Vhc^e a tribe Is interspersed 
by the migration of neighbouring linguistic populations 
then the different compact areas wherein the tnbe lives 
will have to be put In those statn with which its economic 
life is linked or likely to be more naturally developed 
These tribal areas included in one linguistic state or the 
other must be so administratively divided into tehsils dis 
tricts or regional units as the «ase may be so that their 
local or regional autonomy can be exercised as for in 
stance the Koya region in Andhra the Gondwana region 
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in Bastar district, Madhya Pradesh, the iVarli areas in 
Maharashtra,.-. the fBhil' tehsils.rf or districts in Madhya 
Bharat and. Rajasthan, various tribal. areas in Orissa, the 
Jharkhand region in Bihar, the Nepali area in Darjeeln^ 
The various tribal district councils in Assam enumerat 


in the constitution are to have far greater autonomy. ,/ 

,-21.. In conclusion,- the central .committee .recalls wha 

the.linguistic provinces committee .-appointed by the 
congress (Cecember 1948) consisting of ValJabhbhai P^te . 
Pattabhi'Sitaramayya and.Jawaharlal Nehru, although ‘ 
self opposed to the formation of linguistic states then, ha 
to sayi.-"Nevertheless, if there is a. strong and widesprcs 
feeling -in 'the areas for -the linguistic , provinces, a 
cratic. government. must ultimately , submit .to it, 
there is grave, danger-to the state.”;..., .. 

•.No one -can argue that there -is grave danger 

.--The. committee itself accept^ that 'there is - 

feeling,' It stated: I'We realise that there is notionlystw ^ 
feeling/ but also much merit behind these propos^^ 
the formation of Andhra. Kerala, Karnataka, and 
htra provinces) - . - .We also realise that- some of these- 
guistic areas, notably .Kerala and Karnataka, have, rat 
suffered’ in therpast. from- their association .with, 
multilingual provinces.” . j j. 

-'Todaythis •feeling has- grown .stronger than what it ^ 
In 1949. The appointment of the commission itself 
recognition of' the grow’th of .that feelizig. Any .delay, - 
procrastination in conceding this demand is botmd to 


to serious consequences- '.i ...t ,, ,, .. . 

■ The central committee of the <3ommunist,Pa^y L 
therefore, urges upon the commission not to, give any ca_ 
for an"' anxiety to the people, but; to submit ait 
report before September 1954 at, the latest, recornme^di 
the formation of states, primarily.based upon .languaS 
as stated in para 8 above. 



20 Coreriimenl Hial Inlemre In O 03 


The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
greets the people of Portuguese possessions in India for the 
heroic struggle waged by them Sor liberation frpm foreign 
rule and merging with the Indian Union, 

The CC greets the Waril peasantry of Nagar ^laveli for 
rising in their thousands to liberate their enclave from 
Portuguese rule, who, after liberation had abolished 
forced labour according to the provision of the Indian 
constitution reduced land rents to the level provided for 
in the Bombay rent reduction ^ct and guaranteed mini- 
mum wage to agricultural labourers , They had also 
helped in establishing an elected panphayat for the admin- 
istration of the enclave after the expulsion of the^'Porlu- 
^cse ^uthontlea " * ' 

The CC strongly disapproves of the policy of the go- 
vernment of India of preventing ^nder pressure of the 
British government Indian volunteers from entering 
Portuguese territory for giving Jralemal support to the 
local population struggling for freedom. This step not 
only negates the basic position that the pwple„of the 
Indian Union and Goans ere fellow countrymen and Goa 
IS part of the Indian territory ^Tt actually strengthens the 
Portuguese In their efforts to ^suppress |he popular move- 
ment m Goa and continue their rule over their pos^sions 
f The CC gives full support to' all political parties inside 
and outside the Portuguese posses^n«!‘who''are'’lighfing 
ror their liberation ^and calls upon the ^ndia government 
to do the same IWurther demands 'that the goveminent 
of India must intervene directly^ In^Goa^m aid of the local 
population and for liquidating Portuguese * rule Wer Its 
Indian pockets ^ , i t " "f r * 

Resolution adopted by the mtraf coirnn tt-e ReJhi 5-1 f 
lember 1954 and published in Wei*' Agf il9 September 1954 ; 



21 French India Siruggle 


The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
greets the people of Pondicherry and Karaikal m French 
India for the continuous and heroic struggle they are 
ing in spite of brutal repression for throwing the Frencn 
imperialists out of Indian soil . 

The great demonstration of all sections of the people o 
Pondicherry on 9 August when there was a total strike o 
all -workers and students and complete hartal in the citft 
■was ample evidence of the determination and patriotic 
unity of the fighting people on this issue 
It IS this united siruggle backed by Indian public 
and the victory of the peace forces at the Geneva confer 
ence that have forced the French impenalists to ^ 
talks with the India government for a settlement of th" 
question. . 

Despite the talks repression on the patnotic forces o 
the people continues unabated in Pondicherry and Kars’ 
kab The CC is confident that the fighting people vnll cun 
tinue their struggle unabted until these temtones a 
transferred to the Indian Union. 

The CC demands that as these territories are transferr^ 
all the parties and groups that had earned on the struS® 
for over seven years roust be represented in any int®ri® 
administration that may be set up pending their merg 
■vnth the states adjoining these temtones and those * 
•ments who have all along been stooges of the French in’ 
penalists and in faithful service of their masters had hec 
responsible for the reign of terror and loot for the P 
seven years should not be put back m power 


Resolution passed by the centra! comm ttec 5 1 1 Seplenibef 
and published m Sew Age 19 Sepiember 1954 





22. Welcome lo Chou En lal 


For Farour o/ Publication 

The Communist Party Joins all our people m sselcorning 
New Chinas prime minister Chou En-)ai v.hen he arrives 
at Bcih! 

During the next four dal's, Chou En-lal v.nll remain In 
Delhi and hold consultations with our prime minister on 
how to end the v.ar In Vietnam, how to restart the nego- 
tiatiorw on Korei arbitranly broken off by the US-domi- 
nated uestem pov-ers, how to bnng together the peoples 
and governments of Asia in order to end colonialism. These 
consultations betv>een the tuo prime ministers are looked 
up to with hope and confidence by peaceloMng people 
throughout the world. 

The Communist Party appeals to all people and to all 
public organisations to organise meetings and demonstra* 
tions during this stay in India in order to make it unmis- 
takably clear that the Indian people are behind the efforts 
being made by the two prime ministers to hnrtg peace to 
Asia which the warmongers headed by the Amencan rul- 
ing circles, are trying to draw Into a world war The 
meetings shall be a powerful demonstration of the feelings 
and deep friendship that the Indian people chensh for the 
great Chinese people 


Politbureau s press sfalemenf issueif on 24 June f954 



23. ''-Neku-Chou-En-lai'loTnl Stalement 


The Communist Party greets the 'joint statement issued , 
by the Indian and Chinese prime jniniste.rs at the.end.ol 

their consultations in DelhL; , -■ 

Stressing as the statement does on five principles 
should govern the relations between India and Oiina, 
^tement stands in marked contrast '.to the poli^ 
threats and blustering .pursued by'the, American 
lists throiigh the persons of John Foster ’Dull« .^hd 
dent Eisenhower. All those who love.'peacg .will fSte® 
with the prime ministers that these are p'rinapl®s wWch 
are applicable not only.to'.the relations between’India 
China but to .all problems of international relations. 

The Communist Party appeals to the people of ;india and 
their organisations |to b^ld a.powerful moY.entent-in syP" 
port of the principles outlined by the tyro prime nibiis^f® 
in their joint statement, so that im^riallst jdesigtis J3n As^® 
can be effectively combated. 


yoUtburcau's press statement of 30 June 1954 at the end-of 
En-Iai’s visit. - 



24 Cotnmumjl Ansvrer to Pandit Nelirti 


Since his return from China Pandit Nehru has made a 
number of speeches tvhJch have stressed the supreme need 
of Sino Indian unity In a forthright manner he has 
declared his conviction that the Chinese people do not 
Want war He has been emphasising that the friendship 
between these two great neighbours big and powerful is 
a mighty bulwark for peace and freedom 
Pandit Nehru has also paid a handsome tribute to the 
leaders of New China for the way they are striving to bring 
about a quick transfonnaUon of their country 


Cjiou NtiiRU DecLARATioM GREAT Lasomam; 

We communists whole heartedly welcome every one of 
these positions they constitute an unanswerable reply to 
the imperialist warmongers who are deadset on branding 
China as having aggressive designs on the countries of 
Southeast Asia 

Not only that we hold that the initiation of the five 
principles of peaceful coeinstence enunciated by the Chou 
Nehru declaration has been a signlf cant landmark in the 
annals of Asia The cleat* and unequivocal pledge of fnend 
ship between these two great Asian neighbours is a matter 
of tremendous importance not only for the countries of 
Asia but for the cause of peace and freedom in the whole 
•world ^ 

If has dealt a big blow to the iinperiahst system ereatiris 
consternation In the entire Imperialist camp and jubda 


' Artcle by Ajoy Ghmh In Asf 3 December 1954 j»nd later 
rev sed pubi shed as a pamphlet the taller text s reproduced here 
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tion In the camp of democratic states and among the people 
of every land 

It Is therefore, on Imperative task of the democratic 
forces in India to mobilise our people behind these hlstonr 
five principles of peaceful coexistence, and the Communist 
Parly takes on active part In this national task. 


ATTACK OS Indian Communists ' 

] 

Coupled with these important steps furthering the cause 
of peace and democracy. Pandit Nehru has recently made 
quite a few attacks on the communists, the peak of whid’ 
was reached in the broadsides he fired in a public meetup 
at Delhi last week. I ' k ^ • 

Coming as they do from Pandit Nehru, who holds a posi- 
tion of special eminence In the country, it is necessary to 
examine these points of attack upon the communists 
Pandit Nehru has staled that the Indian communists m 
the past had condemned his foreign policy and are not 
purzlecl when his foreign policy has earned the praise oi 
countries like the Soviet Union and China 
There is no question of the communists being 'puzzled* 
by the present shift m Pandit Nehru’s foreign policy They 
Welcome this shift Let It be remembered that the Com- 
munist Party, almost alone among the political parties m 
the country, has all these years, since the advent of in- 
dependence, fearlessly and consistently called for onenta 
tvon of India's foreign policy in a progressive direction and 
has campaigned for closer ties with the countries like the 
Soviet Union and China— -countries that have freed them- 
selves from the gnp of imperialism and are on guard 
against its onslaughts - 

From a party that has almost slnglehandedly warned our 
people against the menacing shadow of American imperial 
lem over the countries of A^ia ib«^preservt stand of Pandit 
Nehru's government against the war-designs of American 
imperialism in Asia could not /but evoke wholehearted 
support I i 
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FO*EIGV pOtICY IV TJfE PAST 

But Panda N«hni is right when he says that In the past 
we Indian communist* did attack his iotelgn policy as being 
Influtnced by Anglo-AmcrJcan imperialist powers Bui this 
is an issue which demands selfexamination not by the com- 
munists but by Pandit Nehru himself Can any serious 
student of Indian affairs deny that the foreign policy of 
Pandit Nehru 8 gONemment has umlergone a shift in the 
last five years? Is it not necessary for Pandit Nehru to 
ponder and ask why was it that we communists attacked 
his foreign policy in the past? 

In those days the government of India had over and over 
again proclaimed Its close association in (he world scene 
with the Imperialut powers of Britain and Amenca 

Speaking in this very dty of Delhi five years ago on 
22 March 1949 pandit Nehru declared 

At the present moment you will see that as a matter of 
fact we have far closer relations with some countries of 
the western world than with others It is partly due to his 
toric and partly due to other factors presentday factors 
of Various kinds These close relations tciil no doubt dete 
lop and tee will encourage them to develop femphask 
added) 

There is no gainsaying the fact that the 'western powers 
referred to above are in the mam the British and American 
imperialisms 

We have also to note that India spectacularly sided with 
the Anglo-American bloc in the security council when on 
27 June 19J0 w'as passed the infamous resolution w-hich 
branded North Korea as an aggressor and thereby gave 
the passport ot the United Nations for the American in 
vaders of Korea who brought the world to the very verge 
pf war Who the real aggressor was has been revealed 
since then by the. utterances ot Syngman Rhee and h s 
American masters 

As late as March f9Sf when India put her s*pnature on 
Abe Awjvdrao rJSfJf Jtoder the jmitual defence assistance 
pact Dean Acheron the US secretary of state made it 
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quite clear that the aid jgiven under the pact w'as "required 
by the government of India to maintain its internal secur- 
ity, its legitimate selfdefence or permit jt to participate in 
■the defence of the area of which it is a part" and it stipu- 
lated that our government in case of transfer, of the arti- 
cles ob^med^under the aid, ,will obtain the consent of the 
United States of America*, while itjpermi^ted^.the USA to 
retain ’ the privileges of divertingji^ems of equipment or 
of not completing services undertaken'* if such ^ac^ion i-« 
dictated by consideration of United States national 
interest ” 

^SThen later on the US Jmpenaljst circles damoured 
against -India taking the first steps marking herself apart 
from the impenalisl bloc, Mrs Pandit, as a spokesman of 
Pandit Nehru’s government, tendered India’s bona Cdes, 
as it were, to the Anglo-Amencan bloc^when she beseech- 
ingly said -j , ' 

' In the recent sessioris of the general assembly we voted 
as you did 38 times out of 51 jabstaming 11 times and 
differing from you only tvnce.” 


tVHo (Was im the Wro'-g? 

It IS thus clear that it is not the Indian communists who 
deserve to be criticised for attacking Pandit Nehru’s foreign 
poUcy in those days but it was Pandit Nehru s foreign 
policy m those days which deserves to be criticised ns m 
the mam being influenced by Anglo-wAmencan impenab^ 
The communists have nothing to regret for having warn- 
ed -all through against India being guided by British advice 
in the matter of Kashmir It is not the communists but 
Pandit -Nehru himself -who on the advice of Lord Mount- 
batten took the Kashmir question to the security council 
*st aiudft by WAD/seii- 

vres under the aegis of the Umted Nations 

Not till December 1952 did Pandit Nehru's goemment 
stand up to the i offensive and dangerous moves of the 
Anglo-American bloc m Jhe pecunty council wnth^regard 
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to Kashmir And ilVas not till the beginning of fhli year 
that Pandit Nehru came forward against the American 
agents in Kashmir masquerading ai UN o^serv^rs — about 
whom the communists had warned right from the very 
beginning ' 

The communists have nothing to regret for protesting 
against Pandit Nehru's attack on the heroic fighters^for 
Malayan freedom during his tnp there m 194$, an~ attack 
which could only be of advantage to the British hutdiers 
who have been perpetrating horrors In Malaya 
The communists have nothing to regret for having un- 
earthed the sinister arrangement by which Britain was 
allowed to recruit gurkha troops on Indian soil for despatch 
agHnst lifalayan patriots Pandit Nehru after having denied 
It In parliament in 1952 had to admit It when the commun- 
ists brought it to light with unanswerable evidence 
We can understand Pandit Nehru's embarrassment over 
the issue, but It does not behove him to attack the com- 
munists for having condemned this sordid episode of hia 
foreign policy *i / i ■’ ' 

Edually sordid was the episode-of the transit facility that 
the French impenalists were enjoying on the sly, at Indian 
airports for despatching troops to defend their empire of 
Indochina In this case too right this year, Pandit Nehru’s 
denial in parliament was followed within a few weeks by 
the-exposure by the Communist Party which ‘'compelled 
the government to stop them, , , ^ 

>• Ate’we communists to be blamed for haying criticised 
this pirt of Pandit Nehru’s foreign policy^ Rather we are 
proud to have done it as a national vindication of India’s 
refusal to help impenalisls to crush other countries striv- 
ing, as we did, to be free 


^ ' WE A<SAINf^ 

Eight today the Communist ^^rty warns the government 
Sid the country against the ^a«^r of accepting US aid wid 
points to the feiYter frurfs o^a&jecT?suiirerVi?mar emw 
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to the lot oi many a free country in Europe after accepting 
the tempting aids that American imperialism had been 
offering them for years. t . ’ - 

, We have no hesitation in saying that we_^communists arc 
stiU opposed to the various US aids being accepted, coming 
as they do from an imperialist power which has proclaimed 
in no uncertain terms its objective ot world conquest hi 
the name of fighting commimism. 

We have warned and shall not cease warning against 
this danger to our sovereignty, drawing lessons not only 
from distant lands but from the fate of the neighbour at 
our doorstep, Pakistan, which starting from economic aid 
has sold its pass to US imperialism. , , 

In his last speech in parliament before leaving for China, 
Pandit Nehru, while denouncing the SEATO war-combinc, 

stated. / 

"I realise that the motives may be and are good I repeat 
that countries in Asia, as well as those outside have certain 
fears and those fears may have justification.*. Most of 
these countries are afraid not of what governments do 
officially, but what they might do sub rosa through th® 
activities of the communist parly in these countries. This is 
one of the serious difficulties that have arisen in inter- 
national affairs.” 

. This was, in a way, giving almost a justification to the 
imperialists for hatching such a war plot, and it was hailed 
precisely for this very reason by the entire imperialist 
press What was experted of Pandit Nehru, who has refused 
to be drawn into such a plot, was to show up that the talk 
of communist menace was just a cover by the imperialists 
for their designs on the countries of Asia 

Nor can we overlook the fact that although gurkha 
recruiting centres have been closed down after mass pro- 
tests were voiced, transit facilities through India are still 
being afforded to the British government for despatching 
gurkhas to Malaya. 

Pandit Nehru is irritated by the communist warning 
against staying within tHe BriUsh commonwealth We make 
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it quite clear that our stay inside the British commonwealth 
goes against our independent defence We need not go \ery 
far but quote from the Economist (London) which is the 
voice of British finance Referring to the visit of the 
British chief of staff Harding who is just now visiting our 
country the paper says 

His Journey is unusual in that it is the first time since 
1950 that a British chief of staff has set foot m India or 
Pakistan the fact that he was invited by the commanders 
in chief of both the Pakistan and the Indian armies who 
delivered their invitations when they attended common 
wealth staff exercises in London m August shows how 
close the professional relationship with the British army 
remains even now that nearly all the British officers who 
were left behind m 1947 to tram their successors have 
returned home (20 November 1954) 

Today ^Vinston Churchill has openly bragged about his 
fiendish designs even during the war of using the nazis 
against the very ally the USSR, that saved Europe from 
hlllente slavery This has sent a wave of horror and revul 
«{on among all the decent sections of world public 

And yet Pandit Nehru agrees to go to the commonwealth 
conference over which Winston Churchill presides Not 
only that The men with whom Pandit Nehru will confer 
there the bosses of the British dominions are the very 
people who are actively building the SEATO war bloc 
which Pandit Nehru has himself denounced 

For a statesman of Asia whose advocacy of Smo Indian 
amity has won the ready approbation of the entire peace 
loving mankind to sit at the same imperial table with men 
who parade their perfidy brings neither glory nor honour 
to India but provides a respectable alibi to those who are 
plotting to build up new armies for another world 
•war 

It IS this aspect of India s foreign policy — the aspect that 
follows directly from our links with the British common 
wealth— that the communists have never hesitated to 
attack. 
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But despite these links with tbi: Bfitish impenabsts 
which we want to be broken whenever and wherever 
Pandit TTeiiru has taken a definite stand that has helped 
the cause of peace and curbed the imperialists the Com 
inunist Party has come o\it in wholehearted support of 
each and every one of such moves 


OUR SUPPORT BASED OV pilMClpLE 

Even m the days when PAndit Nehru s government was 
trying to suppress the commuhists with armed violence 
his demand for the seating of People s China in the UN 
his warning against the crossing of the 38th parallel 
the tombing of installations beyoHd the YAlu river by 
American troops hiS moVe to stop the tvar m Korea and 
refusal to sign the San Francisco treaty — all these brought 
forth the support of the communists though his govern 
ment was doing its best to stifle their voice 

In the recent past every one of his moves in the diT®®* 
tion of peace— against the H bomb and the presence of 
US observers in Kashmir the signing of the Smo Indian 
treaty on 'nbet, the Chou Nehru declarai on the Geneva 
agreement the depuncialion jOt siEATO or )us visit to 
China — received the wholehearted suppo'rt of the Indian 
communists Not only that ^ On many of the ^issues tbe 
communists strove to mobilise the people bs**Rgainst the 
US observers in Kashmir the US Pale pact or for the 
popularisation of the five 'principles oT the Chou Nehru 
declaration ^ 

At the same time where we did nol h^feitafe-io criticise-" 
and do not hesitate even today — is precisely tvhere there 
s attachment to the Anglo American bloc particularly to 
the link with the British commonwealth h^ause it is clear 
that these attachments and links with impenahst powers 
undermine the very position of Eminence that India has 
won today in the mtematlon^a iield by siding with the 
forces df peace and refusing to be towed into the impferial 
ist bloc for war If India is to play its rightful role a* ® 
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cojisi^tent dcfcndfr of peace and freedom, it is essential 
for It to break these links with Imperialist powers 

It U thus the communists who can claim to follow a 
consistent line In foreign policy, for the touchstone of everj' 
one of their stand is whether particular move strengthens 
India’s position or throws It Into the bandwagon of 
imperialism 

Pandit Nehru has talked about halfhearted support of 
the communists for his foreign policy But there is no half- 
hearfiKl stand In the dictionary of communists WTiat tl ey 
think is correct, they come out in unequivocal support for 
it WTiat they consider is wronff. they oppose equally un- 
equKocally. 


WHY s»nnr ts Inou’s poucy? 

The shift that has come over In Pandit Nehru’s "foreign 
policy in the last tn*o years u not the result of an 
Bcddcnt, It is due to the grownng strength of the democra* 
tic world and, in the first place, to the explosure of the 
myth of American military might on the battlefields of 
Korea 

Its fiasco not only upset the calculations of US Imperial- 
ists themselves, but showed Pandit Nehru also how wrong 
his earlier assessments had bcea On 7 December 1950, six 
months after the outbreak of the Korean war. he had rd< 
marked In parliament "The democratic nations may win 
the war — mind jou, 1 have little doubt that they will 
The failure of the Amencan arms naturally helped to 
break the illusions of many. Including Pandit Nehru, about 
the strength of the imperialist powers 
Secondly, these years have shown to all, particularly the 
Asian countries, that the threat to their freedom comes not 
from the democratic countnes like China and the USSR 
but solely from the imperialist countries As early as 1 
January 1949, Pandit Nehru himself had to refer to the 
treacherous -attack of the Duldi on Indonesia. ' 

"We confess with sorrow rha^ the attitude of some 
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western powers has been one of tacit approv'al or accept- 
ance of this aggression. There is a western union of which 
Holland is a member. What does that union stand for? 
Money has flowed from Ihe western union.” . . ' 

In the current year itself two documents signed by the 
two neighbouring countries Teveal in a flash as to who 
the enemy and who is the friend of free peoples of Asia* 
While Pakistan has signed the' arms pact with 'the USA, 
selling off its soverei^ty, India has signed the Chou-Nehm 
declaration proclaiming the five principles guaranteeing 
peaceful" coexistence on- the. basis ofiirespect for 'the 
very sovereignty which America threatens. And now "with 
the Manila treaty, the game is open and unashamed 
Thirdly, the tremendous growth of ant|-Brjtish and anti- 
American sentiments in our people and the w’elling up 
the urge for peace' and 'revulsion against’War are factors 
of no mean significance. It is the democratic and peace 
movement in the country, In which the Communist Fifty 
also plays Its part, which has helped ito-'fbster this urge, 
and it is Pandit Nehru’s party and government which have 
from time to time frowned upon-this movement.' ' 

Nevertheless it is this movement of our people again^ 
the warmongering imperialists which has contributed sub- 
stantially in bringing about a shift in our foreign relations 
and making India a world power today. /' f- '• 

The fact of India becoming a world pow’er is somethinS 
about which every Indian is proud, the more soothe cOm- 
TOunists. for it has come along the path which they consist- 
ently and fearlessly advocated We therefore support thi^ 
change and have no hesitation in recognising 'iL We think 
that Pandit Nehru should also not hesitate to recognise this 
obvious change that has come over the very policy he 
directs. . . - 


Behivd This Attack ov Us - 

pandit Nehru has combined his praise for China with his 
attacks on the Indian communists. - --j- 
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Wh> is It SO’ To some extent It is the first shot in the 
coming election battle in Andhra. It is there that the 
corrupt ensis-ndden Congress is lacing a poMerfuJ chal^ 
lenge from the Communist Party And as it is nearly time 
for Pandit Nehru to give tongue to his own congressmen 
in Andhra his latest vitnolics against the conununists 
might be setting the line that he wants his followers to take 
up in Andhra. 

But that is not all There Is something more basic which 
makes Pandit Nehru launch this vicious attack on the 
Communist Party precisely at this time 

The opening of the w-indov. into People s China and the 
closer liaison that is growing between India and the USSR 
have revealed to our countrymen m growing numbers the 
phenomenal developments that have taken place in ^those 
countries and is inevitably provoking m the i^nds of many 
of ouc -people the question as to the path^ of development 
that we should follow in our own country, the social 
changes which alone constitute a firm basis for the upliff- 
ment of our country 

These new vistas have already startled the organs of big 
business, for they bring into relief the invidious contrast 
between the fast tempo of development m the once- 
backward China and the snail-speed progress in India 
accompanied by chronic suffenng faced by millions And 
it IS through such appraisals that the people rapidly get a 
clear understanding of the correct path of development 
The most consaous of them get increasingly drawn towards 
socialism — towards the all conquering ideas of Marx En 
gels Lemn and Stalin — which alone points the way towards 
freedom prosperity and happiness to the toiling inasses 

It IS this 'dangerous development that Pandit Nehru 
wants to prevent Already his speeches praising Chma have 
caused visible concern in big business circles both Indian 
and foreign Perhaps to allay that concern and to assure 
them that they can continue to count upon his government 
to protect their interests that T^dit Nehru thought 
It necessary to make a pointed attack on the communists 



388 


Documenis oj the History 0/ ihf CPl 


' Hence it is that he combines his praise of Chinas 
achievements which can no longer be denied, wath de- 
nunciation of Marxism, which in his opinion is outmoded 
That it is this very 'outmoded* Marxism which showed 
China how to overcome its age-old backwardness and grow 
into a mighty power wnth a rapidity which has amazed the 
whole world— this he wants to make out, Is a fact of no 
importance As this argument becomes less and less con 
vmcmg louder and louder grows Pandit Nehru’s denun- 
ciation of Marxism. 


OLD AND DtSCREDlTEO ARGUMENTS 

Pandit Nehru has spoken m praise of the histone long 
march of the Chinese communists But let it not be for- 
gotten but it was precisely at the time of the same long 
march that Chiang Kai-shek repeatedly attacked the 
Chinese communists branding them as bandits 

And these are the age-old tactics of all those who have 
to fight commumsts and democrats Ho Chi Minh who 
could not but impress "Pandit Nehru was also dubbed a 
bandit by Bao Dai And the Malayan communists and 
patnots who are relentlessly fightmg against British 
domination were denounced by Pandit Nehru himself m 
1949 The communists all over the world are used to this 
term of reproach which their opponents hurl at them ^ 
they cannot crush or scare them into submission 

Even in our national movement it is the British govern- 
ment and its stooges who used such terms of reproach 
against the congress leaders themselves 

So when Pandit Nehru attacks us for indulging m 
violence, we do not think it necessary to go into any argu- 
ment over it The experience of these seven years since 
independence has proved to our countrymen as fo who 
resorts to violence and who has to face it 

Propaganda in which Pandit Nehru has indulged this 
time also has tried to make out that the Indian communists 
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have no moonngs among our people and they carry out 
the ' dictates of Russia and China’ 

It seems as if Pandit Nehru this tune has been caught 
m the toils of his own propaganda. Elated by the mighty 
ovation he received all over China and the fnendly gestures 
from the Soviet Union in appreciation of his stand for 
peace, he seems to have almost «>me to believe that Indian 
communists, as a result, would automatically come over to 
him, no matter what his policy is towards the masses of 
our own country If Pandit Nehru has any such illusion, 
he IS gnevously mistaken. He should get nd of it once and 
for all 

The attitude of a Communist Party towards the govern- 
ment of the country or, for the matter of fact towards any 
party, is deterrmn^ by the attitude of the government to- 
wards the interests of the masses And this is as much true 
of the Communist Party of India as of any other commim- 
ist party in the world 

Loyalty to the Ideology of Marxism and loyalty to pro- 
letarian Internationalism teaches us, as it teaches commun- 
ist parties in other countries (including the Communist 
Party of China, that Pandit Nehru has praised), to be loyal 
to the masses of our own country, to serve them fearless- 
ly, to oppose their oppressors and enemies 

It IS this test that impels us to stand by the millions of 
evicted kisans and thousands of workers threatened by 
rationalisation and to show them how to struggle for their 
very basic needs It is this which brings communists to 
champion the cause of the refugees. It is this again which 
brings them among the newly-astir ranks of the middle- 
class employees Above all, it is this test that makes us 
supporters of the present shift m Pandit Nehru's foreign 
policy and. at the same tune, determined opponents of his 
government, in the mam, and the spearhead of the move- 
ment which strives to replace it by a democratic govern- 
ment -I 

Pandit Nehru has dubbed all these as "stirring up 
triwibW And. hfi. has q,unted the. case ot the proposed 
strike of the bank employees as evidence of communist 
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•nachinations But he forgets that the broad mass or- 
ganisation of bank employees is no racket run by com 
munists for m its ranks are people from practically all 
political parties ks well asmany belonging to no political 
party ‘ ! 

Instead of glibly attacking it as communist- nspired ♦ 
Pandit Nehru would have done well to ponder why even 
the middleclass employees traditionally loyal to the re- 
gime are now coming out m thousands against the policies 
of the government He might have profitably asked him- 
selfwhy his own labour minister Gin could not stay m 
the cabinet Surely not because of communist provoca- 
tion’ r 

He would have done well to remember that the bank em 
ployees have taken the steps towards struggle after years 
of waiting and a number of tribunals ohad given awards 
none of which the government could accept at the dictates 
of bank bosses It is not by cursing the communists and 
protecting these bosses that "Pandit Nehru can bring peace 
among the growing large numt-r o' d co-^'ented erfi 
ployees 


OUR Loyalty to out Fcgfle 

O I ^ 

These attacks on the living conditions of the different 
sections of the people as also the renewed attacks on 
democratic liberties like the amending of the criminal 
procedure code in a reactionary direction and the prolong 
ation of the preventive detention act show the real charac- 
ter of the Nehru government So long as these attacks on 
the people continue the Communist Party shall continue 
to light by their side ranged against the government 
While Pandii Nehru gets our wholehearted support fof 
every one of his moves for peace and against imperialism 
he has to realise that the praise he has got from the de^io- 
cratic masses all over the vsrorld is not for the prcientn® 
detention act or the suppression of the "peasantry — -thcso 
might have won him bouquets in Ihe USA and Bntain-^ 
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and it IS these very measures which the communists also 
fight f D 

Further, the Communist Party realises that the capaaty 
of a country to pursue its foreign poluY vigorously in a 
progressive direction depends on the strength of the eco- 
nomy, the condition of the masses and the extent of mass 
support a government enjoys It is precisely ther^ that 
Pandit Nehru s internal policy hampers, for it operates 
against the extension of democracy and does not improve 
the condition of the people 

These economic t and political shackles imposed on our 
masses — on the working class and peasantry, on the middle 
classes and other progressive elements— -"hit at precisely 
those very forces inside the country that alone 'can guar- 
antee the carrying out o£ the pohcy of peace and demo- 
cracy, and bring new succour to those very reactionary 
elements in our midst who are anxious to fake India back 
to the imperialist tutelage 


I ' *'1 Who Is iHCONsrsTBNT’ 

j 

Therefore what is 'paraded as a paradox In a stand of 
Support to the peaceful aspects of Pandit Nehru's foreign 
policy and relentless Struggle against the reactionary poli- 
cies internally is nothing but a really consistent hne of 
strengthemng the forces of peace, freedom and democracy 
both at home and abroad 

Pandit Nehru has complained that China has tmity 
while India lacks it He should know why there is unity m 
China Because the people there are united to sweep away 
the obstacles that stand m the path of Chma’s advance 
towards the happiness of the masses Chiang Kai-shek 
despite his talks of imity could not achieve it because he 
was anxious to preserve those very things which prevent- 
ed the improvement of the lot of the people 

Today mside Pandit Nehru’s oivn party there is disunity 
and he has to run hither and thither to solve rmtemal 
congress enses-Let him ponded why it is so The mass of 
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people cannot be united behind a policy which seeks to 
perpetuate the atrocious exploitation of the foreign and 
Indian vested interests ’ i r; 

There can be no unity in the land if you keep up land- 
lordism and suppress peasants' struggles. There can be 
no unity so long as monopolists go scot-free and British 
capitalists continue their loot, while you threaten workers 
■with rationalisation. < 

Pandit Nehru is never tired of deriding the communists 
for their alleged inconsistencies, for the contradictions in 
their position. If he thinks over the matter coolly he 
see that it is he who is guilty of inconsistencies, it is his 
policy that is full of contradictions. i 

He condemns the designs of US imperialism but does 
not reject the aid whose avow’ed aim is furtherance of these 
very designs. He denounces the SEATO but refuses to 
break with British Imperialism ’ which is one of its 
sponsors. He praises the achievements of the Chinese 
People’s Republic but denounces the Ideology which made 
these achievements possible He takes a number of meas- 
ures which help the cause of peacetand freedom but pur- 
sues a national policy that weakens and shackles the very 
forces that are the true defenders of peace and freedom- 
These contradictions and • inconsislenaes, as the Com* 
munist Party has many -times pointed out, are not acciden- 
tal.' They follow from the class character and class policy 
of Pandit'Nehru’s government. 


THE MASsEss Shall decioei 

Pandit Nehru's denunciation of the Commimist Part/ 
will not’ make us withdraw our support from those me^‘ 
sures of his government which go to strengthen the cause 
of peace and of Indian freedom. We shall not merely 
continue to support them but strive to build the broadest 
unity behind them and -for their implementation. ' 
We' know 'that these measures are the result of events 
and movements of world histone importance in bnngmS 
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about and developing which we too together with other 
patnots and democrats have played our role They are 
the result of the collective efforts of us all — of those who 
cherish treedom democTacy and peace Hence our duty 
and our task to further strengthen the unity of the people 
behind these measures, implement them and carry them 
forward- 

Nor will Pandit Nehru s denunaation of the Communist 
Party scare us to line up behind his government whose 
policy in the main continues to be a policy against the 
interests of the people 

Loyal to the cause of the masses loyal to the ideology 
of Marxism undeterred by threats and provocations we 
of the Communist Party of India shall unflmchmgly streng 
then the movement of our people for freedom and peace 
democracy and a better Hfe Ultimately if Is the masses that 
«hal2 deode 
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1955 opens in India wth ajnonvcntoy^ poliUoal, battle w 
swing. The Andhra people wlllibe »h<the forefront of this battle 
but It IsTiot theirs alone Democracy and'^a better life for 
tolling people is the central issue — to Uie peasant his land to the 
worker a decent wage, to the uncqiployedjajob jaqd to the entire 
people a fuller and, more worthwhile life building up Ibeir home 
land AH of us must have a clear picture of the situauoojbnfo^^ 
us so that we may contribute to our utmost capacity m spending 
the victor> of democracy m Andhra f 1 

The sordid tale of Congress betrayal unscrupulousness nepo 
tism and dciermmed service to the vested interests m Andhra is 
well known This is not an isolated example of the degeneration 
of the Congress and its regime The same tale can be told m 
state after state Naturally enough this has resulted m the growing 
isolation of the Congress hrom the people 
That is why 1954 saw a tremendous sweep of mass struggle 
in one part of the country after another reaching out to new 
areas and new sections Calcutta witnessed the teachers 
which won the support of the most diverse sections and recently 
the hungerstrike and protest of the police force In Uttar Pradesh 
a big peasant movement developed asamst the nse m water rates 
as also m many parts of Bihar Numerous peasant actions again** 
evictions took place The defence employees registered theif 
energetic protest Recenfiy the unity cf the bank employees among 
themselves and with the democratic public forced the government 
and the bankowners to beat a tactical retreat — not however be 
.fore the jswernment had cleailv revealed its zeal for the pluto- 
crats and finanaers Tliese are only some striking examples of 
people in action during the oast year 

Ajoy Ghosh s introduction to P Sundarayya s pamphlet For I icio’y 
in Andhra (1955) and dated 27 December 1954 
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In Tnsancorc-Cochm the pccpe forced the ioncress govern 
went cut of ofTwe and v-crc prevented from gamenng Ifie fruits" 
cl tJidr stctory onJ) by the betra)'al of thcT»SP In Malabar Ihc 
distnct beard elections unmistaLably pointed net onI> to ih- 
deehn" m conercss strength but to the emercenOc of a victorious 
chalftnge to it— the democratic movement headed by the Cbm" 
tnunist Partj 

It \s atsinst this background of a growing strurgle a'gainst the 
Congress and the perspective of a victonous cliallenge that the 
Andhra elections aro taking p’ace The Communist Party bad 
already become as the general etrction rctult of 1952 indicated 
the first party of the Andhra pcop'e This Istl position itlias sxon 
through sustained service and saenftee, by slandine •unh the 
people particularly during the dark davs ef reortssicn and tenor 
m 1948 SI Tins position it has extended and consolidated dunne 
the thirteen months of crisfenee of the Andhra state.- ’ 

Pandit Nehru and other eongfessmen talk'd national unity of 
the socalled ‘antinational character of the Communist Partj It 
V.1II be more than interesting 10 see how far the Congress has the 
temerity to take up such a position m Andhra itself The Andhra 
people know ful! well who it is that has served their national 
interests who u is tha has fought for the creation of an Andhra 
state and fights today for Vnalaaodh/a who it 1 $ that has advocated 
the construction of projects which would bnng vitality to Andhra 
life The Ccmmunist Party in Andhra 1 $ tfcc rnlionat party of its 
people It 1 $ such a part) and its allies which go to the pecpl*. 
with thcif inspiring ejection program I- r - 

Sensing the gravity of the situation and the prccanousness of 
tficir own position the ruting classes are resorting to desperaf" 
measures The Concress which till now disdained to recognise the 
very existence of other parties which never entered into aeree 
ment with other parties but demanded that they sliould dissoJi-e 
themselves and join the Congress as individual members the 
Concress which claimed to be the sole representative of the 
nation — that same 'C'oneress today *bas formed a united front 
with the Praja Party whose leaders chanced colour half a-doz“n 
times m recent period and with the KLP which voted against the 
congress ministry and contributed to its overthrow As for ih'se 
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parties, whiJe not daring to fight the elections under congress 
banner, they have agreed to join the congress legislature party 
after elections, in case the united front gains a majority, so that 
they may share ofiice with the Congress. They have openly pto- 
claimed that there is no dilference between them and the ODn" 
gress as regards ‘program and method*. For this betrayal their 
pledge, they have been given scats far in excess of what they 
dreamed of. This unprincipled gan^ng up shows to what level the 
Congress and its 'allies’ have sunk. 

In Andhra the process of polarisation has reached an advanced 
stage. The Communist Party by its organisational work and 
leadership of mass struggles has solidly entrenched itself among 
the toihng sections of the people. Through their opportunism the 
independents and small parlies have lost enormously in prestige 
and influence. The two camps of democracy and reaction ate 
clearly forming and rao^g themselves against each other M 
the election campaign The result of this contest will be of the 
very greatest significance for the progress of the popular ruovt* 
ment ^ throughout India A rebuff in Andhra to the politic' 
offensive of the ruling class will have a galvanising effect on tne 
masses everywhere, strengthening their confidence and wiIL It 
the duty of the entire democratic movement in India to see'stndi 
a rebuff is administered.' 

The political resolution of the third congress of the Communist 
Party of India had staled; 

“In these conditions, the struggle for day-to-day demands, ihs 
struggle against taxation and high prices, against evictions, against 
mass unemployment, the struggle for the preservation and esten- 
sion of civil Jiberties and democratic rights, the struggle for 
defence of freedom and sovereignty— aU get more and more inv 
lerlinked and can grow into the common struggle for the re- 
placement of the present goveniment by a government of demo- 
cratic imity, a government formed by a coalition of different de- 
mocratic parties and groups on the basis cf a common minimum 
program to be decided according to the circumstances, which will 
give immediate relief to the pe<^Ie. Achievement of eovem- 
ment of democratic unity is the objective towards which all strug- 
gles of the masses have to lead " 
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In Andhra the winning of such a government of democratic 
unity ts now a concrete possibility The Communist Party’s aim 
in the elections is not merely to defeat the Congress at the polls, 
but to estab’ish a strong altemattve democratic government which 
can solve the problems Of the people 
It is with this aim in view that the cleclion manifesto has been 
drawn up, the mam pJank of winch will be land reforms It has 
hid down a minimum program of relief and advance for diilerent 
sections of the peop’e, for the dcx-clopmcnt of projects essential 
for the Andhra slate and for \Ts3laandhr3 with Hyderabad as its 
capital Taking into account the lessons gamed in the Travancore- 
Cochin elections, it has been decided to pve the election symbol 
of the Communist Party to all those individuals who accept our 
election manifesto, show their readiness to join hands with the 
Communist Party to form a government and abide by the dis- 
cipline of the legislature communist bloc This bloc will make 
efforts to Join with other progressive parties and individuals to 
form a united government. ^ 

Tins IS the immediate perspective m Andhra — of the end 
of the governmental monopo'y of the Congress and its allies The 
congress camp is in consternation, and desperate attempts are 
being made to form all sorts of alliances no matter the pne^— 
the heavy concessions to the KLP and Praja Party bear this out 
An indication of the lengths to which the Congress is prepared 
to go came from the Kumool thing episode The democratic 
movement has to be on guard lest dunng the elections widespread 
repression curtailment of civil liberties and provocation arc re 
sorted to as n last desperate measure 

In the coming months all over India there must nng out the 
mobilising call — For Victory to Andhra! 



26. Nehru's Socialism— A. Hoax 

Fill! emploj^ent within ten .years. throughjthe 
',of 24 mUlion new, jobs;, annual investment. of ,1000 to ^ 
crores of'rupees; a "phased program of agrarian' reform^ 
which will be gone. through "as <)uickly,as.po«ible''J 

'march towards a "socialistic society";7-such, is :the, alluring 

prospect the government now holds. out before the 
through its recent pronouncements in parliament.. A thn ^ 
ing prbspect.lndeed, .one/that. should ,,wann, the :heart . 
every'. one and dispel^the.existing atmosphere of (tocontei’ 
'wd frustration. ‘ , .■> . o- 

’’ Curiously enough, "all this has left the. people cold. JJven 
the guarded comments made in the bourgwis .press go 
show’that'few take thwe as^rances sei^iously. ' •; 

If v'; • ‘ ^-FACts Belie ’’C tAiMS ' '' 

'If/-. I • ' .... ^ 1 > f , . M . 

”»V?hy1'Because,' -facts. aS has been said many a 
'before,. are 'stubt>om''things. And facts, as reveal'ed in 
Progress Report of 'the Flue Year Plan, on ^vfuch’aIl thes^ 
calculations are based reveal a picture which; fo put 
very mildly, is none-too-promising. 

■ Many a time, 'since the Progi^ss Report \vzs published-' 
attention to these facts was d^a^vn not only by "the com" 
munists but also by well-known bourgeois economists. 
is not necessary to narrate all of them here. Nevertheless- 
since the government persists in ignoring them, it is neces' 
sary to restate some of them. 

Food production in the country has increased by 

Article by Ajqy Obosh published in AV«- Age. 2 January 195S 
later reprinted as a pamphl^. 
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million tons and there has heen an easing of the food 
situation — a welcome development 

But the Report itself ascnbes at least half the increase 
to the good weather of 1953 54 (p 58) which is a most 
uncertain factor Further it is admitted part of the in- 
crease in figures is due to better statistical coverage — 
the produce of 89 million acres being left out of calcula 
tion in earber estimates 

With all this however, the availability of ioodgrams is 
only 15 02 per adult per day as against 16 3 or in the years 
1934 38 

In the industrial sector the index of production rose 
during the year to 136^ as againsf 118 2 m 1951 and 128 9 
in 1952 4 Nevertheless production declined in the 'tKree 
major mdustnes of jute sugar and [most serfous from the 
pouit of national developmentj iron and steel 

Here again the fact must be remembered tha^ 1946 which 
was taken as the base year was marked by low production 
Fop example the production of textiles whlch'l'eached 4906 
hullion yards in 1953*54 exceeded the target laid down in 
the plan and was much higher than the years immediately 
preceding the plan But even m 1944 production had al- 
ready reached 4852 million yards. 

Further if from the total doth productiort^mfll as well 
as handloom — the aniount exported is deducted the avail 
ability of cloth per head foda/is only I3.<l4 yards a year — 
less than what it was m the prewar years 

Paradoxically enough increase in production has not 
been accompanied by increase in employment With in- 
crease m workload and intensibcation of labour in variou*! 
forms more is being produced by industries with less 
workers; 

Cottage and smallscale industries which form the source 
of livelihood of millions are declining everywhere throw 
mg rmlbons on the street The number of registered un 
employed has increased from 288 971 in 1950 a preplan 
ta 589 QOQ w. 1^954 the third yestc at the. 

The total estimated investment in the country’s entire 
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economy was ,to be between Ks 3500 crore and Rs 3500 
wore In five years In the public and private sectors th® 
latter including "agriculture, largescale and smallscale 
industries, trade, banking, bousing construction, eta 
according to Q-D. Deshmukh. 

' ' This works out to Rs 700-720 crore a year. Admittedly 
this figure has not been reached. Investment in the state 
sector in three years has been Rs 885 crore,‘40 per cent o 
the five-year estimate. Investment in the 'private industria 
sector has been Rs 96 crore In three years— ^1 per ® 
the total estimate of Rs 233 crore. 


Figures of investment wth regard to all the other 
in the private sector are not available. SUll, In view of the 
decline in cottage industries and the conditions of the pe3 
santry, this investment as a whole must have been 
less than In the public sector, and the private Industria 
sector. ‘ 


Even if, for the sake of argument, the fantastic assump- 
tion is made that this too was ,40 per cent of the estimated 
outlay of Rs_I567 crore (Rs 1800 crore less Rs 233 crore' 
lor five years— then the investment in the private sector 
as a whole comes to Rs 722 crore in, three years. ' " 


Adding this to the investment in the public sector 
get Rs 1 605 crore — which works out to a little over Rs 535 
crore a year. But as already stated, this would be on the 
basis of a totally unreal assessment of the investment m 
the private sector as a whole. - " 


How all this is to be changed, how the grandiose pronus^ 
of ensuring food sufficiency, creating 24 million addition^ 
jobs, of investing 1000 to 1200 crores of rupees per year i5 
to be fulfilled— one reads in vain the speeches made 
parliament by the spokesmen of the government ,to i dis- 
cover the answer. , ’ 


The facts narrated above ale weH-knovTi. They do 
however, tell the whole trutli. They do not bring out th^ 
most significant features which the operation ‘ of the 
has revealed. — > » . 
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ROTTEKSESS OF pLAHS FOUWATJON 

Even the best of plans may not attain its full target 
Many unforeseen and unfavourable factors may hamper its 
implementation Therefore if the plan had failed merely to 
achieve its targets in certain spheres, or even in all spheres, 
that by itself would not constitute a condemnation of the 
government 

Increase in production, both m industry and agriculture, 
has been meagre But this increase itself has shown wh> 
the whole basis of the plan is defective, this increase itself 
has laid bare the utter rottenness of the very foundation 
on which all the schemes and plans of the government rest 

One can understand a situation in which industries are 
working to capacity but are unable to meet the full needs 
of the people 

One can understand a situation when enough capital is 
not available for industnal development and hence un- 
employment figures remain high 

One can understand a situation when due to natural 
calamities, food production has fallen the peasantry is 
lard-hit and is therefore unable to buy the things 
produced. 

In such a situation, the difficulUes can be ascribed to 
purely natural and economic factors and the way out 
sought in such measures as forced saving and lowering of 
consumption harder work concentration on speafic sec- 
tors etc. A nation which displayed a glorious capaaty for 
sacnfjce and discipline In the days when it fought for free- 
dom could certainly be counted upon to display sunilar 
qualities in the task of reconstruction of the national 
economy 

But can anyone claim that such is the situation today? 
Can anyone assert that the difficulties which our country 
is facing and the reason w-hy the plan has not attained even 
some of its own targets are due to purely economic and 
natural factors’ ^ 

If that were so the people would certainly have forgiven 
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Iho government, or charged it at the mhst v.ath mis 
calculations, and rallied round it to carry out the econonu 
prognim' with redoubled vigour 
“ Such, however, is not the truth 


The TRUni about Our Ecovomy 

Fourteen months ago on 12 October 1953, In a 
delivered before the central advisory council of industries 
the planning minister, Gulzarilal Nanda, made the folio" 
ing significant statement 

' On the one hand, thdre was the complaint that the co^ 
try did not produce enough consumption goods But v^hc 
they increased production and look credit for it. they 
suddenly faced with accumulation of stocks ” 

This one admission knocks the bottom out of the 
that the \vay‘' out of our difficulties lies m "hard ViOrk"’-*' 
which Pandit Nehru is never tired of repeating 
' Has the situation changed during the last one year*^ Her® 
fe the testimony of the Progress Report 

’’Despite the general nse, production in most mdusfnes 
vs as still much below capaaty, due, m most cases to 
df demand at current prices In the domestic and external 
markets FalLng off of demand in the latter was in som® 
instances checked by appropriate revision of export duti®* 
(p 151) 

What was done to "overcome the lack of demand ’ m the 
internal market, why were "current pnees” aUov-ed t® 
remam high’ This the Progress Report modestly refrain^ 
from saying 

This is the situation. Increase in production m industncs 
and in agriculture — which, commonsense tells, should un* 
prove the condition of workers and the peasants and enabi® 
them to buy more— has not led to expansion of the market- 
The added wealth has enriched somebody '^else Hence u'* 
dustnes are working far fielow even their existing capacity 
Hence the disease of plenty in the midst of poverty, 
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hence the palliative has to be sought -In the ' appropriate 
"revision of export duties’ 

With land rent remaining at the old high level despite 
the much-boosted agrarian reforms, with millions of pea- 
sants being evicted from land by the landlords, with the 
colossal load ol rural debt estimated at Rs 913 crore by the 
national mcome committee on which at a most conservative 
csiimatean interest of Bs 86 5 crore has to be paid annual- 
ly (which could have been used for improvement of agri- 
culture) , with irrigation rates increased from SO per cent 
io 300 per cent in different states, with bettennent Jevies 
and old and new taxes, including many imposed through 
district boards local boards, panchayats, etc., mth the pea- 
sant ground down by the catastrophic fall in the prices of 
agricultural goods while prices of what the peasant has to 
buy are kept high, with rural industries jn decline— the 
entire agranan economy is cracking up 
The situation is no ^tter in,the oties ^where Jakhs 
artisans are inriuslly starving the working class has been 
subjected to new attacks and unemployment figures have 
steadily mounted. 

All this has imposed restrictions on the market and 
created difficulties which no jugglery ...with words and 
figures, no sophistry can solve 
The question of capital fonnation Is a vital question for 
all countries — especially for a backward country like ours. 
Investment in industries has been far less than what was 
expected. Was this due to lack of finance’ 

Let It be kept in mind that (he index number of indus- 
■trial profits which averaged 211 during the war years, 
1940-45, rose to 259 9 m 1948 and to 3l0 5 jn 1951 
Eastern Econamtst, the organ of big business, made the 
following comment on a study of profits made by the 
Reserve Bank of India for the years 1950 and 1951 

'In the first place, the gross profits -of all private and 
limited concerns are now of the order of Rs 225 crore to 
Rs 250 crore Hieir capacity to finance themselves rmght 
*oe reckoned as someinmg Yike Us IfD crore, mdusjve of 
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'depreciation. Assuming that depreciation makes an inroad 
of about Rs 40 crore per year, this would still imply that 
Indian industry is capable of new investment of something 
between Rs 50 to Rs 60 crore. These are figures so much 
'beyond existing estimates that it seems difficult to 'explain 
the shortage of capital in the expansion of these industries 
If the Reserve Bank estimate Is correct, where is the private 
-capital formation in Indian companies spending itselfl” • 
'The estimates of the'Reserve Bank and of the rasfcm 
EcbnoTnist, both as regards profits and as regards avail- 
‘^ability of capital for new investment J are ridiculously low. 
'^Nevertheless neither "Deshmukh nor his patron— big busi- 
'ness — has answered the questiont Where are the profit5 
•going? The answer, they know, would do no credit to big 
•business to whose'patriollsm eloquent tribute has been 
paid, more than once tiy Pandit Nehru himself, '' '* 

^ No purpose would be served by further examination 
'the reality beWnd the promises made by the governmen 
‘ about what it proposes to do in the coming years.- What has 
been said should suffice to show that the government is 
stubbornly refusing to face the facts because the facts 
Irresistibly lead to conclusions non^too-palatable either to 
* the government or to the classes it serves. 

The independence day pledge itself began with the 
memorable words that stirred hundreds of millions: 

‘’We believe that it is the inalienable right of the Indian 
people, as of any other people, to have freedom and to 
enjoy the fruits of their toil and have the necessities of hfe, 
so that they may have full opportunities of growth. 
believe also that if any government deprives the people.®^ 
these rights and oppresses them, the people have a further 
right to alter it or abolish it'* 


THE ESSEKTIALS FOR ADVANCEMENT ’ , 

Admittedly the problems of the country’ cannot be solved 
'in a day. But the least that the people have 'a right i® 
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expeef when they have their own government js that they 
should 'enjoy the fruits of their toil’— no matter rhovv 
meagre the fruits are That if more food is produced by the 
peasants toll the peasants condition should improve That 
if industrial production goes up by the workers toil, they 
should have more employment and more of the necessities 
of life That If more profits Are miie by the collective toil 
of the people they should be so Invested that the country’s 
economy Is strengthened > t 

If all that does not happen if the argument of •‘market 
difficulties’ is trotted out to justify the honutlliSalion of 
even the existing industrial and labour capacities — then It 
should be evndent fo all that therA is something seriously 
vJhmg somewhere * ’ ■' / i 

What IS that something’ There was a time when Pandit 
Kehni knew the answer to this question 21 years ago he 
wrote * "■ n i j 

" ‘Tf an Indigenous government took the place of the 
foreign government and kept all the vested interests inlaef 
this would ndt be even the shadow of drSedom” (Whifher 
fndia’, 1933) ^ i ^ 

'why did Pandit Kehru feel it -necessary to stress this? 
Was it just In the nature of a moral censure 'profiouncedr 
against the haves on behalf of the havenots? -> 

Obviously not Obviously be /elt that the “Very exisfence 
q/ certain institutions linked with the vested interests stood 
in the way of people s progress, in the w'ay of the consent 
qf freedom becoming. real for the masses — food and doth, 
housing and the necessities of hfe, cultural uphftment in- 
dustrialisation of thejCoimlry 
The ending of British rule was essentiaU^or that alone 
would make possible the sweeping avyay of the institutions 
connected with the vested interests which stooddn the path 
of the country's advance •{ fi ■'r 1 1 jo 

It was this realisation that drew all patnotie>parties and 
the masses into theJstniggle against Bntishi-nile DiffeV- 
ences existed among them orrmany'issueaqBut there-was 
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agreement on the key issue — freedom from British domi- 
nation This was the basis of Ihe umty f 

in 

NATIONAL Unity — For What’ 

Today Pandit Nehru moans the absence of unity m our 
country He points to the example of China where the 
* people and the government are working as one" to rebuild 
their country He forgets that once there was broad umty 
of the democratic parties and of the masses in our country 
too 

He forgets that on the histone day when the national 
flag went up the Red Fort the whole nation bailed that 
e\ent with tumultuous joy and stood behmd his party-— th® 
Congress — solidly because they expected it to fulfil the 
pledge It had given, to realise the dream for which hund- 
reds of thousands had faced imprisonment, baton-charges 
and bullets ) 

Why did that uruty break down’ Because Pandit Nehru’s 
government proceeded to mamtain those very institutions—' 
British gnp over our economy, landlordism and usury, 
power of monopoly capital — which had retarded the 
advance of the country 

The history of the last seven years Is a history of the 
sordid way this was done, of the way m which disillusion- 
ment grew among the people, of the way in which the 
masses rose in struggle in defence of their nghts 
National unity is not an abstraction. It is always umty 
for a defimte obiective and, therefore, can only be the 
umty of those who are interested in the realisation of that 
objective In the new setup that came into existence after 
August 1947, umty of the democratic masses could be main- 
tained and earned forward only through a resolute policy 
of removal of these obstacles which hampered the coun- 
try's progress 

This is what the Nehru government refused to do 
claimed to improve -the conditions of the people 
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Etrcnglhcn the economy ot the country, v.ithout the re- 
moval ot these obstacles. * „ 

The histone program of the Communist Party of India 
pointed out the path along which alone the economic and 
political problems facing the people can be solved Basing 
itself on this program, the Communist Party in Its Madurai 
congress resolution slated 

' It Is obvious today that abofitfon of landlordism end re- 
moval of the burden of debts by freeing the vast peasant 
masses of our country from the heavy exploitation of the 
landlord and usurious moneylender alone will smash the 
fetters on our agricultural production and release the 
creative energies of India's miUfons of peasants. That alone 
will assure for the national industnes a vast expanding 
market and ensure capital fonnation on an ascending scale 
Abolition of landlordism and handing over of lend to pea- 
sants and agricultural workers arc thus the prerequisites 
not only for the development of our agriculture but also 
for the industrialisation of the country 
' The con/ifeafion of British eapitaj will not only free 
our economy from the gnp of the British imperialists and 
ensure the possibility of Independent development un- 
hampered by the fetters of Imperialist monopolists, but 
•will place in the hands of the state a powerful public sector 
uith vast resources which will ensure the possibihty of 
effective control over the entire economy and thereby 
secure the possibility of successful planned development 
"A democratic state alone will be able to unleash 
the Immense creaUve energies ot the millions of our 
peasants, workers and the intelligentsia and utilise the eco- 
nomic power and resources of the public sector obtained by 
the confiscation of British capital for a planned develop- 
ment in the interest of the entire people 
"The experience of the last three years has fully demon- 
strated that the prerequisites of planned development of 
car econornj/ tn the interest of the_people are the smashing 
up of feudal relations m our agriculture, confiscation of 
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British capitai and ihe'establishhient'bf'a derhobrattc state’* 
(section 24). 5i). .i; ' • 

j this Pandit Nehru’s fiovemmenVfefiises to'do. It pays 
privy -piirses^pf Rs^5.5‘crpre to iiie'pririces while'MlowinS 
them to -retain their iiuge proi^rties.’ It" leaves vast areas oi 
lanl3 in the hands* of iandlor^,'afir'ees to pay'for land that 

is taken over compensation to the' tutte'o^ 500"to '550 crbres 
of rupees-— ibout whose 'feffect the' folloWing is stated'iQ a 
puhlication of'the All-India Congress Committee:'"' •' 

^ , Virile such'becomesHhe Hability of {he btate, the add!* 
tldn^ annual, revenue v/hich will''accrue to the' state 'gov- 
ernmenVJas the 'resulV'of ' the' ' aboiitio-n - is' ’ pitifully- lo^ 
compared to tfie'&mpensMionthat will have'to'be paid- 
In part A states whereas'4l4 crofes 6'^f rupees-wdll have t® 
be p^d^as compensation, Hhe"''additibhaP' revenue 'of-tb* 
rtate'governm'ent'vdlV^bfe'merely 19.5'r ‘crbris- -of-’rilpe«S' 
is, 'a bare 4,71^ per ceiit’of the'totaV’com'pensatibh p^/' 
able’^ (H. D. Malaviya/"’' i;and ’"Reforms i^>lhiia';'i9S*> P 
435). u- r'" '‘''■ 


. JThe'authb^'pf^eeds^to say:'’ ‘ "O'" > I'.i’o*) " '7^ ^ 

B in tliei Neighbourhood, of 

Rs 550 crore..nearly 25 pe'r,,cent of, the total visualised, for 
we fiv^year plan,,is.inde^d very, huge and will remain a 
constant, sopce of amdety, for. the state exchequers'-for 
years to come - ^ " ' ' J p, 

He.,fu^her quotes the opinion of an American professor 
who, when asked by, the government of India to study the 
land refers in India, sUted,. "compensation' 'at, .current 
the present '.tenants wiVh considerably 

- "P}? sovemment does not even agree to the derna'nd that 
British owners should not be alIowed-,to!ship out profits 
and that these, as W’ell as .profits earned by 'indian.big 
.busine^ should be' compulsorily dire(k^‘ 'toWards chan* 
investment in accordance .with naliohal no^ 
^ihat, In Its bpinion. is violation of the sacred rights of pri- 
vate property. It does not stop big’busihess'' from ' even 
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tntrrinjj ln*o partnership with foreign capital on terms 
which arc inimical to our national interests. 

And what Is the record of these men In terms of scr%ict 
to the people’ This is what Khandubhal Desal the pre- 
eent labour minister, has to say about the textile magnates 
nml their loot 

The industry (textiles) In equity moralitj and e\cn 
on economic grounds belongs to the nation which was made 
rompuUoril} to pay much more than the total value of 
the*e mills which In fairness should now be transfer 
red to the state without any compensation (Fite I ear 
rfflTi— A Critielim, IW2 pp 70 71) 

That despite all talks of control mer industry* lh»* 
gmemment has no Intention w-hatsoc\er to curb the power 
of big business and Its loot Is evident from the reaction of 
C D Oiria to (he threat of socialism. 

In his statement Issued on 23 December he said that the 
mirgiting in the mind of a section of the business com- 
munity w-as due to lack of eorrect appreciation of the 
fundamentals behind the economic pohc) of the govern- 
mcnl’ 

And in order to rcmo\c this *mlsgiving he said the fol- 
lowing— thereby unwittingly exposing all the pretensions 
of the go\emrocnt 

Pn\alc enterprise can do the job more efficiently walh 
greater economy But the private sector comes Into the 
picture only when It can secure adequate capital and at- 
tract progressnely larger Investments. On the other 
hand if the huge in'cstment required for the task is be- 
yond the reach of the private sector then some sector must 
come into the picture to do the job and that sector can 
bnly be the public sdetor That Is In reality the genesis of 
the mixed economy which we ha\c accepted and yet have 
not fully appreciated ' (PTI> 

Such Is Nehru s ^socialism, a socialism which hardhea 
(led realists among the monopolists heartily welcome 

And what does this socialism* mean for the masses? 
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The rationalisation drive of big business fully_ supported 
and aided by the government threatens lakhs of v.-orl:£CS 
with unemployment 

As for the peasants, at a meeting of the standing co®' 
mittee of the Congress Parliamentary Party, held on - 
December, "it was pointed out that the burden of various 
taxes, irrigation rates and municipal levies on the agncul- 
turist has gone up by as much as ^00 per cent in many 
areas while the price of paddy, for instance, has sharply 
gone down” (Hindustan Times, 22 December 1954). 

As regards the conferring of real democracy on the 
people, the conferring of real power on the people’s elec- 
ted organs at all levels, through which alone the creative 
energy of the people can be mobilised—all the conde®' 
nation of the bureaucracy and police indulged in the pf®' 
freedom days has ended, while their powers remam as 
unrestricted as ever and grow more 
Through various measures lilw the preventive detention 
act the liberties of the people are curtailed, the panchayats 
about which much was promised are stagnating and ha'’® 
become the vehicle for imposing new taxes on the people^ 
Such is the record of the government in the real® of 
economic and political policies. 


NEnau DISTORTS communist Stand 

While m the sphere of foreign relations the government, 
due to many factors, has shown a welcome shift from its 
pre^dous position, a shift whidi has been supported by al^ 
democratic elements, its internal polides remain reaction- 
ary and antInationaL 

' They sap the strength of the country .and expose 
danger from abroad. They seek to chain and weaken the 
democratic forces, while strengthening those which are the 
pillars of reaction. They thus damage the cause of freedom 
and weaken the struggle for peace. 

Thanks to its policy of refusal to attack big business m 
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Btit the communists do not reason it They seem to think 
that things come out of nothing If we try to go along the 
communist ivay, how are we to get it? By going through 
a process of desiruction tor a generation Or two? (ibid) 
And %vith a zeal worthy of a better cause he proceeded 
to draw a lund picture of what would happen— the terri 
iic jiroblems’ that would be created the ‘mutual hatred 
that would be imleashed if the communist way were to 
be adopted < i 

The whole line of argument is one which" does not credit 
to the speaker and would have been completely ignored by 
us as irresponsible demagogy and a tissue of lies If ithad 
come from anjone other than Pandit Nehru Since how 
ever he has indulged m it one may ask hlnf When did 
he get these ideas from? Who fold him that this is 
communist way ’ '' ^ 


WHAT THE COMMUKlStS SaY 


What the communists have stated "and continue to state 
is that certain basic mcosurcs have to be taken in order that 
the material and human resources of the country may be 
mobilised for the task of reconstruction j 

What the commumsts have staled and continue to 
IS that certain institutions have to be swept away certain 
property relations have to be ended certain new institu 
tions “brought mto being and new property relations create® 
before planning becomes possible and m order that plan 
■nmg may be imdertaken 

What the communists have stated and continue to state 
IS that if these fundamental steps are not taken then what 
ever progress is recorded will be meagre and halting of sn 
extremely uneven character giving rise no new problems 
and new contradictions paralysing advance or at least 
slowing it down 

^ What the commumsts have stated and continue to state 
IS that Our economic and cultural problems will not be sol 
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\cd, Ireedom itjelf will not be full and real as long as these 
measures are not taken and on their basis India built up as 
a modem industrial country of a prosperous and united 
people 

^^*hat the communists have stated and continue to state, 
when giving the example of the USSR and Oiina is that 
the USSR and China registered such rapid advance pre- 
cisely because their governments dared to take those neces- 
rary measures which were needed m their respective coun- 
tries. 

Fina]}>% what the communists have stated and continue 
to state Is that the task of economic Tcconstructfon should 
not be confused with the task of taking those bosic meo- 
lurei which are needed for reconstruction that while re- 
construction Is bound to take a long time in a backward 
country, the taking of the basic measures— like giving land 
to the peasants— docs not take time but can be done imme- 
diately If the gov emmont has the necessary w ill and repre- 
sents the real interests of the people 

Need all this necessarily lead to civil war and violence? 
Pandit Nehru, with his extensive knowledge of history, 
knows w*ell that the Russian and Chinese people had to go 
through civ n war precisely because the governments of 
those countries refused to take these measures protected 
the vested Interests and the institutions which blocked the 
advance of economj and of the nation 

He may also note the opinion on our agrarian setup ex- 
pressed by two w ell-known economists whom no one would 
call Irresponsible agitators' 

' The choice lies between drastic and radical measures 
planned with a view to bnng about reconstruction of our 
-oclal and economic organisation or a continuance of the 
present drift, with sporadic attempts at halting reforms 
which may end in a grave agricultural crisis followed by a 
violent revolution” (Merchant and Wadia Our Economic 
Problem, 1954 p 266) ‘ 

By raising the bogy of civU’”war and violence Pandit 
TTehru seeks to contuse the Issue He attempts to conceal 
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the tact that the reactionary classes who are Interested^ 
preserving the present system are discredited smon^ ® 
masses are hated by them and are m nO position to oi ^ 
resistance to the urgently needed reforms except with the 
backing of the army and police which his government com 


To argue that If the privy purses of the princes 
slopped and their properties taken over if land were to 
given gratis to the peasants if Bntish capital \sere to 
confiscated and Indian monopoly capital brought und 
control — if all this were done there would be an uphea 
\al "in the country — to argue like this and think that it cah 
carry conviction means not to rate very high the into ‘ 
■^ence bf the people 

} r 


People s Discontent is Rising l r 

But unfortunately for Pandit Nehru the days ate gone 
when people could be deluded so easily They are examit' 
mg the policies of his government and seeing its real face 
They know whom it represents and whom it serves N®* 

thertalk-of socialism and the holdmg out of big promiae* 
'nor threats and repression can dampen the wave of 
discontent which is rising everywhere 

India urgently needs national unity — of all democrat^^ 
and patriotic forces both inside and outside the Congress 
"But it cannot be a umly on the basis which existed befor® 
1947 Nor can it be unity behind the policies of the presen 
government which maintains the mstitutions and interest* 
that seek to perpetuate the present condition of the country 
and doom its people to starvation and nakedness 
acy and disease backwardness and dependence on im 
penalist countries — thus impenlhng the cause of freedom 
democracy and peace 

The only umty that can be forged on that basis was 
unity that was seen m Travancore-Cochm between fn® 
Congress and catholic reaction in PEPSU and Rajasthan 
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between the Congress and the princes and that which is 
being witnessed m Andhra today where an unprincipled 
ganging up has taken place between the Congress and the 
’parties that betray the people for a few seats in the assem- 
bly and for ministenal posts ^ 

While the democratic forces would continue to fully sup- 
port all those measures of the government which strengthen 
peace and defend national freedom they know that the 
struggle for unity today has inevitably to proceed along 
the line of resistance to the attacks of the vested interests 
defence of peace against the war-drive of the imperialists 
headed by the USA, and in opposition to the general poli- 
cies of the government 

That unity is being forged m numerous struggles break 
ing out in all parts of the country— in fields and factories 
in offices and educational institutions, on the streets That 
unity IS growing m the solidaniy campaigns with the re- 
surgent peoples of Asia That unity is being fitnessed in 
Andhra where the democratic forces led by the Communist 
Party are stnving to put an end to the corrupticn ntpotism 
and oppression that the congress rule signifies 

Out of the united mass struggles and on the basis of the 
growing consciousness of the people, the force is emerging 
that will remove the present government from power clear 
away the decadent load of the past and lay the foundations 
of a free, strong and prosperous India 

It IS towards the fulfilment of this task that the Commu- 
nist Party works and shall continue to work It bases itself 
on the working class and the people who are the makers 
of history 
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I IS-DU UniOLM THE CAUSE OF NaFIOSAL rvEEDOM, 
ASlAS U*<mf ASD PtACt 

1 The period iac arc passing through is rich mt* 
escnls ot world histone im,«rtancc The 
made m the sj-stem ol world Imperialism bs the oew 
msoluwn w« turthor widened attar the ^ 

torccs ol tascism bj the endmg ol capitalist 
countries ot Eastern Europe, bjr the <;"'"een« ol 
nese People’s Kepublic, by the tormaUon ol 
renubllcs ot Korea and Vietnam. Over nine hundred mi 
hon oeople haso broVen away trom the orbit ot im^ 

Li. ’me balance ot lorces Im decisively shm^ in 
of the camp of soaalism and democracy These 
ments and fte growth and strengthening ot the socia 
wmS ™rhet hase lurther deepened the general ensn o 
capitalism and sharpened all its contradictions The gre 
Iirtories and the phenomenal advance ot the naUonal U 
;a^"ie„."mthe colonial and semicolonial wo^ 
and the growmg unity and might Ot resurgent ^ 

Saling powerful blows to the whole imperialist ord 
SSg Its very foundation. The imperialist powers, he^^ 
cd by the USA. ate striving to build ramparts =Sama‘ . 
ads^emg tide ol the peoples mosements and are engag 
m p«pa?ation tor a war tor world conquest as their way 
out of the crisis 

"l^oloiwa adaplrf by the ccalrf comnullee. 

,9<5 to be made the bans for immediale wo-t and lot dii^^j^, 
the conference of the party that »ere going to be held soo 
It was pobluhed as a pamphlet in Job 1955 
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2 The rrughty camp of peace democracy and socialism, 
led by the USSR and China is conducting a great battle 
for peace rallymg m this battle progressive and peacelov 
ing forces throughout the world 

The mass movement for peace the movement which 
unites hundreds of millions of people in all countries and 
from all classes has repeatedly frustrated the plans of the 
warmongers and has growm into one of the most powerful 
movements in all human history 

3 Howe^-er the menace of wrar continues to threaten 
humanity Though suffering defeat after defeat the im 
perlalists resort to new measures sabotage agreements 
which they wrere forced to sign and intensify preparations 
for an atotmc w^ They seeh to bring every country 
under their domination build war bases there They threa 
ten the sovereignty and freedom of e\ery country and 
strive to suppress the forces of democracj everywhere 
Under the circumstances the struggle for peace has be 
come the central issue of ^vor!d politics today and a task 
of decisive importance for all countnes It has the most 
vital bearing on the struggle for defence of national inde 
pendence and democracy 

4 Important changes have taken place m Indies role 
and position m world affairs during the last few years The 
immense and growling might of the socialism and demo 
cratic world the staggermg defeats suffered b> the impe 
rialists in their ad%enture5 in Korea and Vietnam the 
sweeping advance of the national liberation movements m 
Asia, the growth of the anti imperialist antiwar and mass 
democratic movement of the Indian people the weakening 
of the imperialist camp and the sharpening of Anglo Ame 
ncan contradictions — all these developments on the one 
hand and the mcreasing pressure from American imperial 
ism which threatens India s sovereignly and tries to trans 
form India into a satellite and a -war base on the other 
have brought about a radical change in the India govern 
ments foreign policy 

5 Today India s foreign policy in the mam opposes the 
war drive of imperialism and helps the cause of world 
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states India has strengthened its ow-n sovereignly and free 
dom The policies that the gov'cmmcnt of India pursues 
today fn Its relation with other countries arc esscntiallj 
independent and are not under the decisive influence of 
any foreign power The emergence of India as a sovereign 
and independent tepiibhe upholding the cause of peace and 
freedom is a factor of profound signifleance m the present 
<i3> world 

If RmiTS or ntr CovmsMrvt s f cosovuc Vnd 
P otmeu J‘oiicirs 

1 However India’s freedom rests on an in»ecure foun 
datioru Duo to the «trOng position of British capital in the 
country and the remnants of foudahsm, India’s cconomj 
remains weak backward and In many respects dependent 
The breaking of the power of British capital bv its conflsca 
tion and nationalisation and the complete abolition of feu 
dahsm alone can place Indian tceedom on a firm basts re 
move the threat to its sov-ereignty and create conditions 
which will make freedom itself real in terms of economic 
advance and prosperity for the people These anti imperial 
ist and antifeiidaj la«ks have yet to be completed And 
since the government of India led by the big bourgeoisie 
refuses to carry out these tasks and on the contrary pro 
tects compromises with and makes concessions to foreign 
capital and landlordism the mass movement for th" com 
plelion of the antifeuda! and anti unpenalist tasks has to 
develop in opposition to the governments general internal 
policies 

2 Conceived within the existing socioeconomic frame 
work and making no attempt to change the pattern of 
Indian economy the first five-year plan did not lay the 
basis for a strong and prosperous economy At the same 
time the plan aided considerably by favourable climatic 
and other factors did achieve certain results The increase 
m food production the increase in production of jute and 
cotton the improvement In India s balance of payment po 
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sition the reduction of the dram on India s sterlmg balance 
caused by heavy trade deficits and the arrestmg of mfla 
tion — have resulted m partial inipro\ement of certain 
aspects of Indian economy as compared to earlier years 
and have strengthened the position of the Indian hour 
geoisie Nevertheless the actual achievements of the plan 
are extremely meagre despite the huge sums that have 
been spent Even many of the modest targets of the plan 
have not been attained 

3 The increase m the production of foodgrains (due 
largely to good monsoons) and of certain industrial goods 
has not meant an all round strengthening of national eco 
nomy and general improvement in the condition of the 
people JUI the economic features of a backward country 
contmue The buildmg of certam power and irrigation 
projects though in themselves useful has been accompa 
med by heavy enhancement of waterrates and other taxes 
while such measures as community projects and national 
extension service have conferred only limited benefits 
mamly on the richer sections of the peasantry The 
standard of life of the vast majority of people remains as 
low as before 

4 Our economy has not been freed from the grip of 
British capital Industrialisation has hardly registered 
any progress despite huge profits made by monopoly capi 
tal Indian as well as foreign Our agrarian economy 
faces a serious situation due to catastrophic fall in prices 
of agricultural goods mounting burden of debts heavy 
taxes eviction offensive of the landlords dechne of rural 
mdustries pauperisation of the mass of peasantry In 
largescale industries increase m production has not meant 
increase of employment or improvement in the condition 
of workers 

On the contrary mass unemployment has assumed 
menacmg proportions all over the country — among work 
ers as well as middle dasses and artisans m cities as well 
as in villages The working class has been subjected to 
increased workload and rationalisation, denial of bonus 
and retrenchment No wonder under these conditions our 
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internal marvel remains narrou and many of our mdus 
tries uork below capacity which is symptomatic of the 
tmic CfWis from which our cconom\ suffers 
5 results are not accidental The main direction 

of the Bowmmenta economic policies has been towards 
the de\'elor-nent of cnpitallsm But since this attempt is 
Ijrinc nad'’ n tl e period cf Reneral crisis of capitalism 
Without base nsffarlan reforms which alone could create 
an expa-din? internal marhel and on the basts of collabo 
ration of Indian monopoly capital with British capital no 
ffignWscant adiance has taken place tow'ards industrJahsa 
Jjon ^fonopoli capital has of course strengthened its 
position tn national economv as a whole but it has utilised 
iu power to a mass wraUh at the cost of the people 
In oprIcuUure government policies have resulted to a 
limited extent In curbing feudal landlordism, transfonra 
tlon of a number of feudal and semifeuda) landlords 
into capitalist landlords and some concessions to the upper 
strata of peasants. Out, despite these reforms the condi 
tions of the majority of the peasantry and agricultural 
workers ha\e registered little lmpro\ement On the con 
trorv their conditions are deteriorating due to the steep 
decline in agricultural prices growth of debt burdens and 
taxes evictions and increase in rural unemployment Such 
hive be^n the concrete results of the policies of the gov 
emment which sought to strengthen national economy 
without smashing the grip of foreign capital without 
wiping out feudalism and by reliance on profit motives of 
monopoly capital 

r Such policies could not be carried out wnthout giving 
rive to mass opposition— struggles of workers against re 
trench’^ent and Intensification of workload struggles of 
pea'inls against evictions new taxes low prices for their 
goods struggles of agricultural workers for living wage 
struggles of mlddleclass employees for human conditions 
of life struggles of students against rising educational 
fees and for academic rights struggles of citizens of all 
tor civil Uberttes These struggles have in many 
cave* brought together masses following different parties. 
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helped the grow-dh ot common mass organisations, evoked 
wide popular sympathy and ha\e been supported by soli 
danly actions They have b'*ightentd the consciousness ol 
the people, ranged them against the attack of vested in 
terests and the antipopular pahcics of the government, 
halted m many places the offensive of monopolists and 
landlords and ^\on important concessions 

7 The general attitude of (ne government lovrards the 
demands and struggles of the people has been one of un 
concealed hostility and of lull support to the vested m 
terests Wherever the masses have fought against vvorsen 
ing conditions of Ufe. the attempt of the government has 
been to suppress them with a heavy hand The policies of 
the government have thus neant attack on the standard ol 
life of the people and their democratic rights, interruption 
in production, increase m police expenditure, intensifi 
cation of strife and conflict all over the country. 

8 It IS evident, therefore, that the lirmtecl gams made 
by the first five year plan rest on a precarious economic 
and political basis Conditions have not been created yet 
for steady and continuous advance, for full utilisation of 
the productive forces of our country and its vast man 
power, for popular participation in an effective manner ui 
the work of national reconstruction These conditions have 
yet to be created 


III PLAN-yRAME OF THE gECOVD FlVE-YEAR PLAV 

1 The experience of the first five year plan m India, as 
contrasted with rapid all round development m People’s 
China m the same period, proves that a backward and 
undeveloped country like ours can rapidly advance to hap 
and prosperity only if it puts an end to exploita 
tion of foreign capital, abolishes feudalism m all forms, 
distributes land to agrjcu’iural workers and poor peasants 
and takes to the path of people s democracy which creates 
conditions for the transition to socialism This is the objec 
tive which the Communist Party placed before the country 
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in Its program and this is the objective for which it conti 
Hues to fight 

2 At the same time the party is conscious of the fact 
that with the existence of a powerful world socialist mar 
ket and the existing correlation of class forces m our coun 
try \/here there is an 10160*^6 urge for national re~onstruc 
tion on the part of the people it is possible even today fo- 
the democratic movement to secure a limited advance m 
the direction of economic development of the coimtrj Such 
•development will be reali«^ mainly m the measure that 
the positions occupied b> imperialist feudal and monopo 
-Iistic interests m the economy of the country are weakened 
■and undermined the standard of life of the masses is raised 
creating an expanding internal marjcet and the democratic 
Tights and liberties of the people are extended 

It is from this point of view that the Conunimist Party 
•views the proposals regarding the second J 5 ve year plan. 

3 \Vhile the leaders of the government are never tired 
of emphasising the great achievements of their plans and 
projects they are quite conscious that these achievements 
have not satisfied the people have not overcome the basic 
weakness of India s economy have not fulfilled even their 
own modest expectations. No wonder the Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries m its memo 
random on the second five year plan has only touched the 
frmge of the problem The leaders of the India government 
can no longer ignore the lessons ot the first five-year plan 
They have had their bitter disappointment m the expecta 
tions that imperialists would pour in capital to help them 
build up industries and thus make speedy capitalist ex 
pansion possible Not only have these hopes been belied 
but Indian capitalists are now faced with fierce competi 
tion from imperialist quarters ooth here in India and ui 
the export market outsid" Feudal remnants m agricul 
ture prevent the expansion of the internal market 
In fact -the contredictKais between imperialism and 
feudalism on the one hand and the needs of Indian eco 
nomy on the other are s’^arpening every day 

1 Faced with such realities and guided by their urge 
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for capitalist development, the Indian ruling class and its 
planners have begun reformulating their approach and 
have already given some indication of a new orientation 
The government’s agreement with the Soviet Union for 
the building of a steel plant in the state sector, for exam 
pie represents a significant departure from the earlier 
abject dependence on the British and American imperial 
ists for capital goods and technical knowhow 
5 The plan frame that has been recently published pro 
poses rapid industrialisation of the country vnth particular 
emphasis on the development of basic industr es whidi 
would be mamly in the public sector For meetmg con 
sumer goods demands, it proposes fuller utilisation of 
existing capacity and encouragement and development of 
smallscale and cottage industries 
The proposals to build basic industries, if implemented, 
would reduce the dependence of India on foreign coun 
tries m respect of capital goods, strengthen the relative 
position of industry inside India and strengthen our eco 
nonuc position and national independence The oartFr 
therefore, supports these proposals and also the proposal 
that these industries should be mainly developed m 
public sector It supports the proposal that the demand 
for consumer goods should be met as far as possible, by 
better utilisation of the existing capacity and by develop 
ment of smallscale and cottage industries so that jobs are 
provided for an mcreasing number of people and maxi 
mum possible resources are available for the development 
of basic industries The party not only supports these pro 
posals but will expose ana combat those who want them 
to be modified m a reactionary direction- 

6 The attempted industrial development and expan 
Sion, if pursued will bring the Indian bourgeoisie into 
growing conflict with the powerful positions of British, 
capital in India and with the feudal and sermfeudal rela 
tions m agriculture It wU s’'arpen the conflict between 
\anous sections of tne bourgeoisie IhemseUes facilitating 
the weakening and isolation of the most reactionary 
elements In the context of growing mass democratic 
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mowminls in India this grouing conflict can result in the 
adoption of limited measures by the government against 
Imptrialist feudal and reactiotiaiy monopolist interests 

7 \\ e are not onlj interested in all such developments 
but It shall also be our endeavour to carry them forward 
b> mass mobilisation E\er> step that is taken against 
the interests of foreign capital against feudal and serm 
feudal agrarian relations for curbing monopoly capital 
Will recclw our most energetic and unstinted support 

8 The proposals made in the plan frame will not how 
ever, automatically brmg about all this Those proposals 
despite their relative bolder targets and professed objec 
lives do not constitute the basis for a democratic plan a 
real national plan The> arc totally inadequate Some of 
them are even reactionary 

The plan Jrame does not propose any check or control 
on the operation of British capital in India even in rela 
tjon to remittance of profits abroad— let alone the taking 
Over of British concerns There are no indications that the 
government mtends to restrict the profits of monopoly 
capital and gives decisive importarce to the question of 
radical agrarian reforms No elective proposals have been 
made for liberating the peasant masses from the grip ol 
landlords and moneylenders On questions of labour 
management relations living wage popular rights the 
planners have nothing new to propose 

The plan is mainly linked with the world capitalist mar 
ket which is crisis ridden This will adversely affect the 
stability of prices in India and result in continuation of 
unequivalent exchange in our foreign trade 

The polic> of the government m the past has been to 
make the common people bear the burden of its plans 
while giving free reign to the rich to amass profits The 
plan frame makes it clear that m this respect no basic 
change is contemplated Finances are proposed to be rais 
ed by increasing the burden on the common people m 
creased taxation In various forms forced saving defint 
financing Aff this wifi' 6e accorapamccf by s 
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p’-opaganda dri\e calculated to create the illusion that if 
people cheerfully bear the burden now they will be lay 
mg the foxmdation for a happy and prosperous future 


IN'' Guiding Principixs for a Nation u. Piaj» 

1 These reactionary features and the significant onus 
sions are not fortuitous or due to oversight Thej follow 
from the class character of the government and its basic 
pobcies Thej are the product of the outlook which re 
fuse to recognise that for all round strengthening of 
•national econom> it is necessarj to take bold action against 
BritiSh capital and landlordism curb monopolj capital 
imp*ove the condition of the people carry out democra 
tic measures 

These reactionarj features are essentially due to the fact 
that although the contradiction between the needs 
India s industrial development and the interests of isipe 
nalism feudalism and reactionary ironopolj capital has 
grown in the last few years >et the government is not pre 
pared to attack them. Even when seekmg to curb them, 
under the growing pressure of the masses and due to its 
own needs the government proceeds b> v.a> of comp'O 
nuse b> wa> of heavy concessions and compensation which 
serious’j jeopardise the very objective of economic ad 
vance 

2 The Communist Party opposes the mam trend of the 
taxation inquiry commission s recommendations vv hieh en 
visages not reduction but increase of tax burdens on the 
common people and which the authors of the plan irarne 
have accepted. We are determmedly opposed to suen po 
lines No additional tax burdens on th** mas'es on a"' 
account imlil and unless on Ih** one hand the classes that 
are m a position to paj and other resources have been full' 
tapp'HJ and on the o^er the living conJiticns of our 
pie have been improved 

3 In these nrcumslances the Communist Part> v h’l* 
giv ing support to everj step that the gov ernment mav lake 
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mass sanction behind them The party will immediately 
launch a mass campaign to popularise these proposals on a 
nationwide scale 

2. An essential part of such a campaign is the struggle 
against the reactionary policies of the government and the 
defence of the vital interests of the masses 
The task of organising mass resistance against the at 
tacks On the standard of life of the people, solidarity ac 
tions struggles for civil liberties acquires exceptional sig 
nificance By conducting such struggles \ie defend the im 
mediate interests of the masses, consolidate their organi 
sations and forge their unity and also help the strengthen 
mg of those forces inside the Congress that desire to deve 
lop our economy by attacking the position of British capi 
tal landlordism and monopoly capital 

3 These mass struggles will also bring to the forefront 
the question of governmental pohcies^-agrarian, labour 
civil liberties taxation etc They will strengthen, the 
movement against the reactionary policies of the govern 
ment and forge mass unity for the adoption and implemen 
tation of progressive policies They will thus be a power 
ful weapon to build the umted front of the people 

4 These partial struggles have to be combined with 
(i) broadening of the mass movement for peace and Asian 
unity, (u) sustained and continuous mass campaign for the 
concrete alternative policies proposed by the party, (m) 
correct united front tactics to overcome the division m the 
mass movement, (iv) correct tactics to forge unity of dif 
ferent classes and organisations that constitute the demo 
cratic front, (v) sustamed mass activity m all spheres which 
includes participation m and securmg for the people maxi 
mum benefit from government projects and schemes, (vi) 
extension and strengthening of the mass organisations, and 

VivViw.'j a. Comsouzust. ’Pajcty Orilv vt all these 

tasks are carried out simultaneously and mass struggles 
waged m the context and as an integral part of such acti 
vity will it be possible to extend and strengthen the demo 
cratic front continuously, to coordinate partial struggles and 
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cent from 6 8 per cent in the general elections In several 
areas the Communist Party has strengthened its position 
to a considerable extent 

However it must be admitted that the gam of the Con 
gress has been greater than the gain of the left parties In 
relation to the democratic opposition as a whole the Con 
grey's IS stronger today than it was some years ago This ^ 
not due to objective factors alone Th* prevailing disunitv 
among the opposition parties and above all the failure of 
the Communist Party to mobilise the masses on a big scale 
for mterv ention on national political issues have also con 
tnbuted to this strengthening of the Congress 

6 The budding of the democratic front demands the 
establishment of mass unity m action In carrymg out 
this task the fact must be taken mto account that a vast 
number of democratic elements are inside and under the 
influence of the Congress The division between the masses 
following the Congress and the masses following the par 
ties of the democratic opposition is the mam division 
among the democratic forces— a division that manifests 
Itself in every class m Indian society Nevertheless the 
possibility of achievmg greater and greater degree of urut> 
for progressive measures and policies exists and is grovvong 

7 It IS an important fact of our presentday pobtical hf® 
that the masses under the influence of the Congress as also 
sections of congressmen are becoming increasingly critical 
of the antipeople policies of the government In a number 
of places many of them come forward to oppose the repre-* 
sive measures of the government and to support the work 
ingclass and peasant struggles Both m the state legisla 
tures and parliament as well as outside many congress 
men are voicing opposition to the undemocratic features of 
gov ernment policies and demanding that government 
should speedily cany out reforms to give relief to the peo 
pie Our party naturally welcomes this development It 
will strive to organise common activity with congressmen 
and masses under congress mfluence Such common sett 
vity wall go a long way m overcoming the division that 
exists between congress and noncongress masses 
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8 01 great importance also is the task of establishment 
of unity of action with units members and supporters of 
the Praja Socialist Party which apart from the Communist 
Party is the most important all India party m the country 
with a mass left following 

The crisis that has developed m the PSP is the result of 
the policies which the dominant leadership of the party 
pursued — policies against the movement for world p^ac& 
Asian solidarity friendly relations with the USSR and 
China policies of disruption of democratic unity (as in 
Travancore Cochin) policies of refusal to build mass unitv 
m action 

The errors of these policies are becoming evident to in 
creasing number of PSP members The realisation is grow 
mg that contmued dissensions among opposition forces help 
only the government and the Congress Parly and weaken 
the democratic mo\ement On the other hand unity 
among opposition parties helpmg the extension and streng 
thenmg of the democratic movement strengthens each of 
these parties The urge for unity has found concrete ex 
pression in a number of united workers struggles and in 
the movement for the liberation of Goa. Our party will 
make every endeavour to consolidate and cany forward 
this process 

9 Our party wnll strive to build a united front with 
other democratic and left parties that have a mass follow 
ing and ivith progressive individuals and organ]':e common 
activity with them on every issue 

10 In relation to parties of communal reaction parties 
that divide the masses on religious basis (Jana Sangh, 
Hindu Mahasabha Rama Rajya Parishad Mu'lim League 
and Akali Party) the attitude of the Communist Party is one 
of uncompromising opposition ruthless exposure and com 
bating of their disruptive slogans and tactics determined 
struggle agamst their ideology The party will not have 
united iront with them m any elections At the same time 
the party will strive to draw the masses and indiwduals 
following these parties into common struggle and common 
activity 


D— 28 
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11 The tasks of the democratic movement jn relation 
to the present government have to be determined on the 
hasis of the actual practice of the government, cn the basis 
of a concrete assessment of its poliaes and measures as 
they affect the life of the masses of the people Although 
the foreign policy of the government of India has under 
gone a radical change in recent years in a progressive 
direction and must therefore be supported and although 
<-cme of the declarations and proposals made m the plan 
frame of the second five year plan are to be w elcomed the 
■mtemal policies of the government, taken as a wrhole, con 
tinued to be reactionary and undemocratic m practice — 
despite talks about a socialist pattern of society 

They are policies of serious compromise vnth and pro 
tection of foreign capital, heavy concessions to landlordism 
support to the monopolists in their attacks on the working 
people, irnposition of fresh burdens on the masses, suppres 
sjon of democratic nghts and civil liberties They are poll 
cies that seek to weaken and shackle the very cla'ses that 
are the most resolute defenders of peace and national free 
dom while making concessions to reactionary antinational 
classes m our economy and political life 

Hence the mass movement has to develop m opposition 
to these policies, with a view to defeat and reverse them, 
and to secure relief for the people, improve their condition 
and position The immediate task is to establish the broad 
est unitj m action of masses following all parties including 
the Congress, to win the demands of the people and to 
create mass sanction for the adoption and implementation 
of progressive policies 


VI The Basic OBjEcmx—rroPLr's DrMOCR.ACY 

1 tVhile laying utmost emphasis on the task of build 
jng the broadest mass unity for unmediate demands and 
for progressive policies, the Communist Party will also 
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strive to make the masses realise, through their own expe- 
rience the necessity of bringing about basic transforma 
tjons in our economy, in our social and state structure, and 
the necessity of establishing a new government which can 
carry out these transformations 

2 In the course of its general propaganda and ideolo 
gical political activity among the masses the partj vvill 
systematically, concretely and constantly popularise the 
fundamental slogans of the program and emphasise the 
necessity of establishment of a government of people's de 
mocracy 

3 The attainment of political freedom by India and the 
Jeadmg position of the big bourgeoisie in the Indian state 
do not alter the baste objective and basic strategy of the 
Indian revolution. Allied with landlords and compronu 
stng with unpenslism, the Indian bourgeoisie cannot com 
plete the bourgeois democratic tasks that our country has 
to fulfil in Its present stage Only the establishment of a 
government of peoples democracy — which includes all the 
democratic classes including the national bourgeoisie, but 
is led by the working class — can fulfil these tasks speedily 
and ciTeettvely The people’s democratic revolution will 
not Only carry out these tasks but also put the country on 
the path to socialism — ^the only correct path, m the present 
epoch, for the advance of every country. 

4 The possibilities of advance along the capitalist path 
m the present epoch of the general crisis of capitalism, in 
the existing conditions m India where British capital holds 
a powerful position and outmoded feudal and landlord 
agrarian relations continue, are limited and even these pos 
sibilltles cannot be realised without infliction of misery on 
the people, leading in its turn to market difficulties which 
would repeatedly slow down advance and would, at times, 
paralyse It, giving rise to crisis and anarchy Therefore, 
while resolutely fighting for every progress that can be 
made under the present conditions, the Communist Party 
will carry mass propaganda ’ m favour of people’s demo 
cracy and socialism 
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vn for Strekgtkening and EjCTENSION of 
THE democratic frost 

1 The struggle for the miinedtate demands of the 
masses continues to be the most important task before the 
party and the roost important means for forging yvopular 
unity It IS through these struggles that the masses of dif 
ferent parties come together become conscious of the need 
for unity and win concessions It is through these struggles 
that their morale is heightened popular support e\oked 
and the attack of the vested mterests and government re 
pulsed It is through these struggles that conditions are 
created for the building of united organisations which are 
of vital importance tor the extension of the democratic 
movement and the strengthening of the democratic front 
It is necessary that wherever possible such mass strug 
gles are conducted through broad united committees re- 
presenting the unity of the fighting masses 
2 A serious weakness of the democratic front is the dis 
unity among mdustnal workers who are split in rival and 
parallel trade imions The growth of workmgclass strug 
gles against rationalisation and xetrenchment and for ade 
quate wage and bonus has helped to forge workingclass 
unity and has also led to the formation of united unions m a 
number of places and industries This process has to be 
carried forward 

An equally serious weakness a w-eakness which keeps the 
whole democratic movement at a low level is the mabilitv 
of the party to inculcate political consciousness even among 
wTirkers who are under its influence and move them into 
action on a big scale on such broad democratic issues as 
peace civil liberties support to the demands of the pea 
sants and other classes The overcoming of this weakness 
IS one of the most important tasks before the party 
3 The dev’olopment of peasant struggles against evne 
tions heav-y taxes and for adequate prices as well as strug 
gles of agricultural workers for minimum wage have made 
significant headway m recent p«nod and registered several 
V ictories tv ith the rapid delenoralion m the condition of 
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tho mass of peasantry, due to factors already enumerated, 
these struj’qles assume great importance throughout the 
countr> Special stress has to be gnen to the task of fur- 
ther cxtensJoiJ and slrtngthenmg of the ktsan sabhas and 
agricultural workers’ unions 
Mlddlcclass tmploj'ecs (teachers clerks and others) face 
many problems similar to the working class — inadequate 
wages, retrenchment, menace of unemploj-ment and star- 
\ation. We hate to defend their interests and help to 
strengthen their organisations 
•} The building of the democratic front In the present 
situation in the country is a complex task. The policies of 
the gotemment have, on the one hand intensified the 
miserj* of the people, on the other hand some of the mea 
surts of the government backed b> a powerful propaganda 
drive, have given rise to hopes and illusions They have, 
on the one hand, imposed heavj burdens on the people, on 
the other, conferred some limited benefits on certain sec 
tions AU those factors have to be taken into consideration 
when working out concrete tactics 
5 At the same time It has to be remembered that all 
these 'do not prevent the masses even now, from coming 
together in defence of their demands and rights The dis 
content Is deep, the urge for unity strong, all the objective 
conditions for building mass unity In action continue and 
are growing With a sober and realistic appraisal of the 
situation, w’lth correct slogans and forms of struggles and 
activity, with sustained mass work, in all spheres, it is 
possible not merely to devfclop united mass actions in de 
fence of the immolate demands of the people, but also 
build a powerful mass movement This has been adequa 
toly proved by the events of recent months 

C The party has to defend resolutely the Interests of 
the most oppressed masses — the working class the agricul 
tural labourers, the poor and middle peasants, the artisans 
and urban middle classes, who Br« the worst sufferers 
under congress rule, who form the majority of our people 
awi H’.iw jBiisf cimsiiUiie Jhe Srxa haats and the main force 
of the democratic movement at all stages of its develop- 
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ment The party must simultaneously champion the de 
mands of the rich peasants of the national bourgeoisie, of 
the small manufacturers and businessmen and Initiate such 
campaigns and struggles as can unite all sections on the 
poor, for civil liberties for protection to national indus 
tries against foreign competition for concrete proposals 
regarding plans and projects for implementation of schemes 
m the interest of the people The party has to fight for 
equal rights of \\omen and against the evils of untoucha 
bihty m all its forms It has to pay serious attention to 
the problems facing the students. It has to unfold activity 
on the widest scale, m cooperation with all sections and 
elements to fight the menace of flood and famine to com 
bat unemployment and poverty, disease and jlliterac> 
making use of all measures of the go\ emment and existing 
laws It has to constantly strengthen the mass movement 
for peace and draw into it all patriotic and peacelovmg 
Indians belonging to all parties 
The tendency to keep away from schemes and projects 
sponsored or run by the government must be given up 
We have to participate m them, actively and effectively, 
combat corruption inefficiency and bureaucratic practices 
help to implement and run them m such a way that maxi 
mum benefit is secured for the people ITus must become 
an important part of the activity of the party and of mass 
organisations where we work. 

it IS only through such sustamed and all sided activity 
combmed with ideological political work that the mass 
organisations can be strengthened and the most militant 
and selfsacrjficing elements drawn into the party ma)dn$ 
possible Its growth mlo a mass part> — essential for the de- 
velopment of the democratic front 
7 Ideological political work among the broad masses 
an essential weapon for the forging of mass unity Import 
ance of ideological struggle has mcreased because of the 
growth of democratic and socialist sentiment among the 
masses on the one hand and the mtensified propaganda car 
ned on by the government and by communal reactionaries 
on the other 
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The go%emment and the ruling party the Congress no 
longer able to denj the neccssU> for radical reforms 
preach that Ihtse rtforjns can be brought about wthout 
mass struggles and the strengthening of the mass movement 
They dtnounci class struggle as something alien to Indian 
traditions while supporting the tested interests in their 
offensive against the people Thej foster belief In changes 
being brought about from top through governmental ac 
ticn alont sloulj w ith the consent of all They denounce 
all militant action all popular resistance as anarchy 

The communal reactionaries raise false issues, fan hatred 
and disrupt the unit> of the people with such slogans as 
ban on cow slaughter 

Patient sustained ideological work, earned on not merely 
through the press and platform but by each parly mem 
ber each militant In day today contact with nonparty 
masses has to be undertaken in all parts of the country and 
by every party unit Thu task is an integral part of the 
task of building the democratic front 

8 The carrying out of all these tasks the growth of the 
mass movement and of the consciousness and flghtmg unity 
of the masses can help to bring about in states, where the 
democratic forces arc strong such conditions as make it 
possible to raue as a practical slogans the replacement of 
the present state government by a government of demo 
cratic un ly tVhere the democratic mownient and the 
party attain sufficient strength it will be particularly ne 
eessary to bring forward Ihu as the major slogan in the 
general elections 

Representing a coalition of democratic parties and ele 
ments such a government wherever formed will defend 
the Interests and rights of the people carry out maximum 
possible reforms under the given conditions inspire and 
help to carry forward the democratic movement and 
strengthen the fight for peace In states where it is not 
possible to conduct election battles on the slogan of the 
government of democratic unity the party will strive for 
strengthening the democratic opposition inside the legisla 
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lures through such elections ns an essential task for caiT>’* 
mg forAvard the democratic mo\emonl The strengthening of 
the democratic opposition instde parliament and the state 
legislatures requires that our part^' secures a strong posi- 
lion as a constituent of the democratic opposition 

9 The objectives that the Communist Party puts for 
ward and the policies and measures it advocates correspond 
to the interest of our country and our people The party, 
therefore, wnll do its utmost to unite the masses of all poll 
tical parties and all sections of our people for support to 
these policies and measures and for the realisation of this 
objective The party is confident that In this truly national 
task it will secure the cooperation of all patriotic and revo 
lutionary forces inside the countr>'. 
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3 OuK ri)upmu.s 

It i*! unucr^ally accepted that the most important task 
before India todaj for the rebuilding of its economj lies 
in the foundation for its rapid industrialisation and 

in carrying out real agrarian reforms uithout ubich there 
cannot be any national reconstruction 

On Industrialisation and Public Sector 

Ileconstruction of our national economy demands that 
all out efforts must bo made to rapidly (Io%clop heav> 
Industries such as steel coaU hoaiy chemical and machine 
building The development of such heavy industries must 
constitute the piwtal task for the industrialisation of our 
economy 

The CoTununist Party demands that all new units of 
heavy industries must be started in the public sector We 
are opposed to huge funds of the state being handed over 
monopolists such as the Tatas and the Indian Iron and 
Steel Co m the name of aid for expansion irrespective of 
their OW7J inlernal resources and without stipulating 
ccnditicns m conformity with public interests Not only 
have crores of rupees been advanced to them sometimes 
even without interest but concerns like the Tatas have 
been enabled to earn enormous profits by rising steel pri 
CCS All this IS nothing but forcii^ the people to pay for 

Pamrhi®* published in Jufy 19S5 consists of three parts The first 
part deih with Ihe first five year plan the second with the plan 
frame of the second pfan and tAe tftirrf witA oar proposaft fibre is 
reproduced only the third sectioo 
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expansion, the benefits of whidi are reaped by the mono 
polists m terms of fabulous profits 
However, where it is advantageous and economical to 
expand such existing plants rather than start new’ ones, 
the government may provide sudi assistance In such 
cases the Communist Party demands that the state must 
enter into partnership wnth the concerns so assisted m 
proportion to the funds it makes available for such expan 
Sion and must also get a measure of control over them- 
This will ensure the proper utilisation of the public funds 
so advanced and at the same time make profits resulting 
from all such expansion available for the development of 
national economy 

In the present condition of our economy, it is necessaO 
to start many new industries and enterprises in the pubhc 
sector But the pubUc sector must not be restricted to 
merely developing new mdustnes under it Then needs of 
development of our economy demand the nationalisation 
of British concerns which occupy a dominant and strategic 
position m our industry Unless these Bntish concerns 
are nationalised, the public sector cannot occupy the post 
tion it must secure m our economy if it is to direct the 
course of industrialisation. 

The taking over of Bntish concerns will place a big 
source of capital formation m the hands of the state for 
development purposes In this connection it must also be 
token mto account that some of the Bntish-ovmed indus 
tries and undertakmgs are vital to national development 
But the Bntish ownership of these mdustnes and enter 
prises results m their hemg run on autuiational lines. This 
stands m the way of our economic development 
In the world produrtnm of manganese, India occupies » 
position only second to that of the Soviet Union and u* 
the capitalist world market our country occupies a near 
monopoly position jn this respect Manganese is a key 
niatenal for the production ot steel And yet there is nof 
a single ferromanganese industrial unit ui our country 
yjie possession of these manganese mines by British mono* 
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C'una did the countries of socialism Such diversifica- 
tion of export trade is necessary not only for reducing our 
dependence on the US market, but also for expansion of 
the entire external market The failure to create a do 
mestic market and expand the external market has result 
e m the nonfulfUment of even the production targets 
under the first five year plan, which merely required the 
utilisation of the existing capacities In fact there has been 
a planned curtailment of production 


Plantations are a source of enormous profits and m 
human exploitation of Indian labour The British tea 
planters for example, m the first eleven months of 195i 
remitted Rs 4 34 crore abroad as profits 

For these reasons the Communist Party proposes that, 
to start with, manganese mines, gold mmes, copper mines, 
coalmining as a whole, and the British o\\'ned or British 
con rolled jute nulls and planutions as well as foreign 
ba^ foreign insurance concerns be immedistel} 
nationalised Foreign monopoly m our overseas shipping 
must be eliminated by rapid expansion of our shippmg 
mdustrj' and by substantial increase m our shipping 
tonnage 


Until the basic and machme building mdustnes are de- 
\ eloped, mtroduction of new machines for rationalisation 
m our existing industries should be stopped. The demand 
for Increased consumer goods should be met as far as 
iwssible, by fuller utilisation of the installed capacity m 
the existing organised industries and by encouragmg and 
helping smallscale and cottage industries In order that 
smaliscale and cottage mdustnes may play their full 
part. It IS not only necessary to afford them protection 
agamst monopoly competition, by means of sub«idies, 
tariffs, and so on it is also necessary to guarantee a market 
for them. This should be done by large purchases of 
’stores for government and semigovemment institutions 
from these mdustnes Along with marketmg opportum 
ties. It is essential to pro\ode them with credit lacihties 
and raw materials at cheap prices 
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rorefpn Trade 

Foreign trade Is one of the most Important aspects of 
our national econom> As a result of the control of our 
foreign trade b> British monopolists it is confined mainly 
within the imperialist world market particularly British 
end Amcncin The result has been the imposition of un 
equal trade terms on Indio and the plunder of our wealth 
TTie prices of our raw materials have been lowered 
whereas the prices of the goods we import have not shown 
any appreciable decline All this has led to the pauperi 
sation of our peasants and the wroakcnlng of our cconom} 

This harmful dependence on the imperialists cannot be 
overcome unless India deselops largescaJe trade with the 
socialist market It is not dllTicuU to realise that with 
British capital controlling our foreign trade and shipping 
with Indian monopolists traditionally linked with the City 
of London and the capitalist wxirld market there would be 
tremendous resistance to the development of our trade 
with the socialist market 

A situation like the above can be overcome and our 
trade with different countries expanded on the basis of 
mutual advantage only by the state taking over the mono 
poly of foreign trade at least m the major commodities 
Having regard to the close economic and other ties with 
Pakistan trade with Pakistan however should not be taken 
over by the slate 

State monopoly of foreign trade would in particular 
enable our stale to enter into long term trade agreements 
with the countries of the socialist market which have a 
planned economy These agreements can guarantee the 
sale of specified quantities of our commodities m return 
for equivalent supplies of machinery and other commodi 
ties required for the development of our economy Such 
agreements will progressively ensure stability and inde 
pendence to our foreign trade India s foreign trade must 
be Aaved from the clutches of the crisis ridden capitalist 
world market and diversified and developed on independ 
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€nt lines m conformity with its needs of economic deve 
lopment m general and industrialisation m particular 

Moreover state monopoly of foreign trade will place the 
profits earned from such trade in the hands of the state 
for utilisation for the country’s economic development 
Today the bulk of the profits that the foreign bosses earn 
out of our foreign trade do not even appear in their ac 
counts and are directly appropriated by the offices in their 
own countries 

In this connection it is well to remember that much of 
what we export to Britain such as tea, hides and skms, are 
reexported to other countries State monopoly of foreign 
trade can ensure the export of such goods directly to the 
countnes to which they are now reexported by Britam, 
and at the same time, can ensure that the profits made by 
the British intermediaries accrue to India 

For the above reasons the Commumst Party demands 
state monopoly of our foreign trade m the principal com 
modities, bona fide trade with Pakistan bemg, however, 
exempted The party mamtams that this should be an 
important aspect of planning 


Tariff and Protection 

It IS hardly necessary to stress the need for protecting 
our national industries from foreign competition which 
still constitutes a great menace The import export policy 
of the government is only to a little extent corelated to 
planning Import licences are now liberally issued to 
benefit monopolists and the quantitative restrictions are 
being gradually done away v.nth From the statements 
of the commerce and industries ministry it appears that 
the government will give up the policy of using tariff os 
protection to our national industries According to them, 
tariff IS necessary only as a source of revenue for the 
state 

It must be remembered that all this is taking place 



Cn and PrnNrnt \oi Rftansinict on 447 

against the background of the export dri\e by the UK and 
the USA It Is significant that large sections of small 
traders businessmen and industrialists are openly criticis 
Ing the go%cmments liberal attitud- towards such foreign 
imports resulting in unequal foreign compietition against 
indigenous products 

The Communist Part} demands that the governments 
tariff pohc} be guided by the needs of protection as well 
as of the exchequer Uc also demand that quantitative 
restrictions be imposed on certain categories of imports 
thus checking the Improper use of our foreign exchange 
resources The Import of luxur} goods and other arti 
cles which arc not needed for the development of our eco 
nom} or for the consumption needs of the masses as dis 
tinguished from the richer classes should be drastically 
cut down if not compleicl) banned If at all these are 
to be Imported it must be done not onl> In ver> restrict 
ed quantities but also under heav*} import duties. Protec 
tion to indigenous industries also requires that the foreign 
ccmpelition-that Is carried on from wothm our country by 
fortign concerns and interests like the Lev'er Brothers be 
curbed and eliminated 

On Land Problem 

The Communist Party attaches the greatest significance 
to agriculture and peasant problems which are of primary 
importance to the life of the coimtry The grindmg 
poverty of the peasants not only obstructs the develop- 
ment of agriculture but also terj severely limits the 
internal market even for the absorption of a minimum 
quantity of manufactured goods The impoverishment 
and rumation of the peasantry results in hundreds of thou 
sands of peasants Rocking to the cities and towns m searen 
of employment This swells the army of unemployed 
brmgs down the wages to a very low level and thus makes 
improvement in the Jiving standards of the people difficult 
77i^ ^ the AelMw i««aniis as 

long as our multunBlioned peasantry lives under condi 
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tions of sermstarvation and is deprived of material means 
even for the education of the children 
The advance of our econom> m general and the indus 
trialisation of the country m particular are not possible 
without raising the standards of life of our peasant masses, 
without a big upsurge m our agriculture All this cali 
for democratic land reforms and, above all. the distribu 
tion of land among the agricultural labourers and poor 
peasants 

The party, therefore, demands the immediate fixing of 
ceilmgs on landholdings Ceilings would, of course, vary 
from area to area, and even from holdmg ta holding 
within the same area, depending on the nature of the soil 
and the crops grown The guiding line m fixing ceil- 
ings should be to ensure that the maximum possible quan* 
tit> of land becomes available to the state for distribution. 
At the same tune care should be taken to see that poas 
ants who cultivate the land with their own labour ad 
that of their famibes, as well as those who cultivate wth- 
hired labour together v-nth their own labour and that of 
their family members — ^as opposed to landlords and capi 
talist farmers who do not contribute their own or their 
family members' labour — are not deprived of their land 
In enforcmg a ceiling it is necessary to defeat the- 
manoeuvres of the landlords who have m the recent period 
resorted to the fraudulent division of their large holdmgs^ 
among their relatives and friends It is therefore neces 
sary to make provisions to invalidate such division of P'U* 
psrty that has been resorted to m the last few years for 
the purpose of defeatmg the ceiling 
Not only is it necessary to confer permanency of tenure 
to peasants who are cultivatmg landlords' lands and baa 
evictions as a punishable criminal offence, it is also neces 
sarj to restore their holdings to the peasants who have- 
been already evicted b> landlords on a large scale 

Simultaneously wnth the fixing of ceilmgs on landhold- 
ings the cultivable waste lands m the hands of the gov’em- 
ment and the landlords should be distributed immediately- 
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It IS necessary also to take auay the u'astc lands that ha\-e 
been given to landlords and distnbute them to agricultural 
labourers and poor peasants 

The mere distribution of land may not enable the poor 
peasants and agncultural labourers to bring it under cul 
tuation for want of capital It is necessary, therefore, 
that a phased program of reclaiming such lands be under 
taken at state expense with the cooperation of the agn* 
cultural labourers and poor peasants 

There must be substantial reduction of rents. 

Credit Fadlittes 

Our agriculture cannot be put on a strong foundation 
and our peasants cannot be assured of any stable and pro* 
gresshc Incrcaso in their living standards unless they are 
freed from the clutches of usurious moneylenders Al 
though it has been decided that the newly created State 
Bank should undertake the expansion of rural credit as 
part of Its activities, the funds sanctioned for this purpose 
are too meagre and do not touch even the fringe of the 
problem. We demand that a minimum of Rs 250 crore be 
set apart by the government for rural credit We also 
demand that the Stale Bank of India should undertake the 
distribution of rural credit directly through its own bran 
ches Such credit should be extended to all peasants, 
whether they are owners of land of tenant cultivators, 
according to the needs of cultivation and the grant of 
credit should not be made conditional upon their furnish 
ing fixed assets as securities 

Expansion of credit facilities alone is not enough The 
peasantry has to be relieved from Uie crushing load of 
the already existing indebtedness which js estimated even 
by the Reserve Bank of India at Rs 900 crore So long as 
this heavy debt burden remains, the peasants cannot be 
saved from the dutches of the moneylenders 
Steps should therefore be taken for a drastic reduction 
of these debt burdens. Whatever remains due after such 
reduction should be made payable by easy mstalmenu 
r>— 29 
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spread over a number of years The Communist Party 
demands the settmg up of popular debt conciliation boards 
with this end m view 

Pending such measures, the Communist Party demands 
a moratorium on all debts owed by the peasants to money 
lenders and landlords 

Cooperatives 

Cooperative organisations have a vital role to play ^ 
regeneratmg our rural economy Cooperatives are essen 
tial for ensurmg peasants and artisans a fair price for their 
products, for supplying them with their necessities 
reasonable pnces, for providing cheap credit to them. 7or 
this purpose cooperative societies should be organised and 
developed on a big scale throughout the country 
In the absence of real land reforms, the existing cooper- 
ative societies have become the happy hunting ground 
■for landlords, moneylenders and traders The coopera 
tive credit soaeties do not lend money to the poor pea* 
ants who cannot furnish security The result is that the 
landlords who dominate and control them use their power 
ior getting loans for themselves and in the name of their 
relatives All these loans go not for the improvement of 
agriculture, but for augmenting the landlords’ and traders 
resources for increasing their usurious moneylending opera 
lions 

The consumers’ cooperatives and marketmg cooperatii'es 
■that exist are also similarly utilised by the landlord and 
trading elements for their own ends The funds of these 
soaeties are additioiml resources m the hands of these ele- 
ments for mdulging in speculative activities and mulctmg 
the peasants of the proper price of their products 

5^ OjmmostisC ^krtydfeinaaii' Cfiirf {An Armibnf «nfei®snt 
tie excluded from the management of cooperative soaeties 
and that their management he vested with the peasants 
themselves Cooperatives at all lei'els must be democratis 
^ and the existmg cooperative laws must be amended f^r 
this purpose 
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v4grteuftural Labour 

Minimum wages for the agricultural labourers must be 
fixed throughout the countrj' Their debts to the land 
lords and usurers must be cancelled and they should be 
provided with cheap credit facilities and free housesites 
Waste lands should be distributed among them. 

Irripation 

Extension of irrigation, not only through major pro- 
jects, but through numerous mmor projects have to be 
speedily carried out In area where there are no facilities 
for such projects, subsoil water has to be harnessed for 
irrigation purposes by means of electric pumps, tube- 
wells, etc T^ay the majority of peasants cannot avail 
of these facilities because the government demands depo 
sits of large sums of money to meet the cost of installa 
lion. We demand that the state should bear these mstal 
latiOD charges, and should charge the peasants only for 
the supply of electricity SumJerly, water rates should be 
brought down to a level that is within the reach of peas 
ants 

Community Projects 

To the extent that commumty projects and national 
extension service bloclts meet certain elementary needs of 
the villages such as roads, drinking water wells, digging 
of manure pits, common recreational facilities and supply 
on credit of fertilisers, seeds and agricultural implements, 
they perform a useful service 

-However the Communist Party rejects the idea sedul 
ously propagated by the Congress and Pandit Nehru that 
these are a key to rural development in the present con 
ditions Such propaganda is a deliberate attempt to divert 
the attention of the people from the extreme urgency of 
democratic land reforms 

These community projects and national extension ser- 
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vice blocks are no substitute for land reforms In the 
absence of land reforms, these projects and schemes can 
produce only very lirmted results As the Hindu point 
ed out m an editorial of 8 April 1955 *'A per capita addi 
tional expenditure of four rupees a year (m the second 
five year plan) on amenities in the villages does not seem 
to promise a spectacular advance in rural life Nothing 
is said about the means of fully utilismg the available 
human and material resources m the villages with a 'new 
to eliminating rural unemployment and underemploy 
ment" 

As for loans distributed through these schemes, they 
co\er only a fraction of the rural population mainly the 
landlord and rich peasant elements Even official reports 
agree that ’only thirty per cent of the people are credit 
worthy’ who alone can hope to obtain loans under these 
schemes" 

Above all, bureaucratic methods in the projects and 
schemes involve a costly and top-heavy administration 
which eats up a very tug chunk of the expenditure out of 
all proportion to the Services rendered. The Communist 
Party demands a drastic cut m administrative expenditure 
and the maximum utilisation of the funds for the common 
people m the rural areas 

Workers’ Wages and Amenities 

Planning has no meaning if increased production does 
not simultaneously lead to unprovement m the material 
and cultural conditions of our people The Communist 
Party therefore demands that the government reverse its 
present policy of W'agefreeze and of encouragement to 
attacks on the wages and emoluments of the workers and 
employees Rationalisatvon and retrenchment must b® 
stopped A national minimum nage must be fixed 

Social msurance schemes must be rapidly extended to 
cover industries and all types of risks and must merel> 
confine itself to health. Provision must also be made for 
unemplojrment Insurance and old age pensions. 
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The Communist Party demand^ the setting apart of a 
sum of fifty crores of rupees per annum for providing 
benefits to the unemplo>ed. 

The problem of housing for industnal workers must be 
vigorously tackled through specialised agencies, in which 
the Kxjrkers themselves play the most important and 
acti\e role It should not be left to the pleasure of the 
employers and of the state governments as at present. This 
dependence on state governments and employers has led 
to the scandalous state of affairs where the major part of 
the funds set apart for housmg the industnal workers has 
remained unspent. 

Pnees 

The question of pnees has assumed vital importance 
today Indeed, with it are interwoven many other vital 
questions of our economy and of planning The right 
type of relation betxveen the different sectors of our eco- 
nomy, especially between agnculture mdustry, the 
increase in the consimiption level of -the masses and the 
exparuioa of the domestic market, earnings and livmg 
standards of our people and the distnbution of the hation 
al income — all this depends on how the queshonrof pnees 
IS tackled. The steep fall ui the pnce$ of agncultural 
produce in the last two years clearly demonstrates not 
only the absolute insecurity of the peasants, but also its 
bearmg on the entire economy Planning and increased 
production lose all meaning if they are accompanied by 
such terrible insecurity for the vast masses of our coun 
try. 

Therefore it is vitally necessary to ensure the peasant 
a fair and economic price for his produce This cannot 
be done so long as speculators and monopolists are allow 
ed to manipulate trade and dictate pnees^o the peasants, 
so long as our agrarian economy remains subjfect to the 
pressure and influences of the imperialist market Neither 
can the peasantry be protected against fallmg prices by 
mere announcement by government of price support or 
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by token government purrfiases of wheat and nee Even 
government prices are fixed arbitrarily and the purchases 
made by it at such prices remain more or less symbolic 
without mfluencing prices m the interests of the peasants 
The Communist Parly is firmly of the opinion that m 
order to protect the peasantry against falling prices, the 
government must not only fix prices at a level which 
would allow the peasant a fair margin over his cost of 
production, but the government must also buy at such 
prices on a sufficiently large scale without which the 
market prices cannot be. onfluenced. In fixmg the prices of 
agricultural produce and also m sellmg it, the government 
'should, of course, keep m view the interests of the con 
sumers 

We demand that an end be put to the activities of sp® 
culative elements m our rural economy 
Similatly stale mtervenUon is necessary to prevent the 
monopolists from denying the common people the bene 
fits of increased production The people cannot benefit 
from increased production unless simultaneously the 
prices of manufactured articles are brought down m con 
fomuty wath the purchasing power of the people The 
party deems it absolutely necessary for the state to mtef" 
vene in regulatuig and controlling the prices of essential 
artides of mass consumption like cloth, sugar, soap as 
vrell as agncultural and other implements needed by the 
peasants and artisans 

Resources 

The financmg of the plan at the cost of our poverty 
stricken and tax burdened masses m our view, is most 
harmful to the interests of our economy and progress 
Tax burdens on the people depress their living standards, 
reduce their purchasmg power and thus lead to the con- 
traction of the domestic market whose rapid expansion la 
the need of the hour for industrial advance We therefore 
demand that all proposals for mcreasmg the tax burdens 
on the people including those of the taxation inquiry 
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coranil<sfon, be rejected. Further, we demand immediate 
measures for lightening the existing tax burdens on the 
masses Resources for the des'cJopment of our economy 
can and must be found clsenhere 

If the British concerns are nationalised they houU 
offer a big source of funds and capital formation for 
nation building purposes 

So long as the British and other foreign interests arc 
not nationalised, there must definitely be a drastic cut m 
the remittance of their profits abroad A ceiling on remit- 
tance of profits must be fixed uhleh should ensure that 
no foreign Investor is allowed to remit as profits more 
than what would have been earned on the investment b> 
way of interest at the prevailing bank rate In other words, 
for purposes of remittance of profits private foreign capi- 
tal ahali be put on the same footing as loan capital Bona 
fide remittances by Pakistan nationals should, however, be 
exempted from this restriction 

All profits in excess of this ceiling on remittance should 
be procured by the government as compulsory loans m 
order to utilise them for the industrialisation of the coun- 
try along desired lines 

The policy of allowing unrestricted profits to the mono- 
polists both foreign and Indian must be given up A 
ceiling should be imposed on dividends and all other forms 
of distributed profits In no case should such ceilings be 
more than two to three per cent above the bank rate The 
impoaiag and enforcement of such « ceiUng on profits 
would enable the state to mop up the surplus earnings of 
the monopoly concerns for meeting the needs of our eco 
nomic development. Such surplus may be mobilised as 
compulsory loans to the government Moreover the gov 
eminent should tap the funds that are set apart in various 
'reserves* in excess of actual needs or otherwise utilised in 
issuing bonus shares 

With the funds so mobilised an investment pool direct- 
ly under the government may be created. “The tapping of 
these resources is also necessary for curbing speculative 
activities. 
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be brought m unless it is indispensable to do so It fur 
ther demands that our own scientists engineers and tech 
nicians be encouraged and helped in every possible way 
They should be placed m positions of responsibility Pub 
he discussion among them on the problems of engineering 
science and technique through specialised journals and 
their own organisation on a wide scale shou’d be promot 
ed This wnll draw all talents into the service of the coun 
try and will at the same time raise the general level and 
calibre of our scientific and technical personnel 
The employment of British nationals m the British in 
dustnal and commercial undertakings in the country 
must be severely restricted Ordinarily no British national 
should be allowed to come to India to take employment m 
busmess and industrial enterprises unless it is mdispens 
able for reasons of technical knowhow Even then the 
state should see that they are employed only for a mini 
mum period necessary for traming Indian nationals It 
IS necessary for the government to take energetic steps to 
replace the large number of existing British persormel m 
mdustnal and busmess concerns by Indian nationals 


This IS the line of democratic advance creatmg condi 
tions for the industrialisation of the country and upsurge m 
our agriculture while at the same time making possible 
steady improvement in the bving conditions of the people 
This would also strengthen our national economy aud 
foundations of our sovereignly and mdependence 
The real path forward lies m the struggle for the reah 
sation of the demands we have set forth m our proposals 
These proposals transcend narrow party barners and cor 
respond to the interests of all democratic classes of the 
whole people We are therefore confident that they will 
receive the growmg support of the democratic masses ot 
all those mterested in the steady uniterrupted develop* 
ment ot our economy and m the well being of our people 
irrespective of their party affiliations 
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The Communist Party would, therefore strive its ut 
most to mobilise our people in the struggle for the reali 
sation of every one of these demands and for national 
advance It would seek the cooperation of all our people 
for conducting \igorouslj the di> to-daj struggle of the 
masses and for vigorous intervention of the popular forces 
in all matters that relate to the life of our people and 
the cause of our great country 
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I IMJIAS Right to Liberate Goa 

All pohuca] parties and individuals in India todaj arc discus- 
ing the question — Goa XVhat next’ And tfie millions who were 
swept into action on 16 Aueust bj the massacres cf the 15th 
are thinking and waiting for the answer 

The issue of liberation of Goa has been on the agenda of 
everj party for a long time Tlie settlement in Pondicherry and 
the withdrawal of the French broueht the question of Goa into 
the hmehglii If the French could be thrown out, why not the 
Portuguese? 

As the ruling party and a leading part^ m the country the 
people expected the Congress to ia\c the lead in takmc cffecti'C 
steps to liberate Goa But the Congress maintained that it was 
for Goans to figlu for their liberation thouch no doubt, such an 
approach falsified the understanding that Goans are Indians and 
Goa 18 a pari of India When Kashmir was attacked it was not 
left to the Kashmins to defend thcmscH'es 

Held fast under a militarj rule the Goans obviously could 
not do much 

Then a movement was set afoot that Indians should start a 
satvasxaha to enter Goa with Ui* flag of the Indian republic 
and thus nonviclenUy and peacefully strucele for liberation of 
Gca 

Batches of 5at>agrabis began to tneUe into Goa but the mos’C 
tnent did not catch on OfficiaDy the Congress kept aloof and 
when large batches were proposed to enter on 15 Aucust last 
year the goscrament of India and spe«ally the government of 

Sev. Agf ‘'S August 1955 pnntcd ibis arljcte by S A Dangs 
which was later published as a jampWet 
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Bombaj frowned upon them The satjagraha of Indians was 
banned i 

Again months of a tame saQ'agralta proceeded on, done by 
people who were technically Go^s Well known PSP leaders 
then offered to lead batches Gore and others of the PSP were 
tlirown into Portuguese prisons and ill-treated But beyond 
newspaper protests and a few meetings the movement did not 
advance Why? 

The main failure was that the movement was kept within fhe 
narrow limits of one or two parlies and groups who were not 
ready to widen it into a movement of the masses led by a united 
front of all parties and opinions and the offlccil congress leader 
ship in Maharashtra befriended this line, without saying so 

TJio failure to make Goa an issue of wide mass action bad 
emboldened die Portuguese also Their arrogance increased But 
the inhumanity of their dealmcs with the satyagralm began slowly 
to reuse the people 


n Birth of a New Movement 

At this juncture tlie formation of the all parties Goa viraochan 
sahayyak samiti was a timely and decisive step All political 
forces, including congressmen, joined the samiti The Congress 
as an organisation did not come m but the president of the samiti 
is Jedhe who is the president of the Maharashtra congress com 
mittec also 

The most siemficant force in this new all party organisation 
was the Communist Parly When communists, socialists jan- 
sangbiteJ, cengressmen and others decided to build Hus new 
united front, the pace of the movement changed Volunteers by 
the llicusands came for the satyagraha Women m Poona Bel 
gaum and other areas breu^ht money and food for thousands 
When V D Chitale and Sardesai of the communists peter 
Alvarcs and S M Joshi of the socialists. Godbole and Apte of 
the Ian Sangh. R K Khadilkar and others with J TOak of the 
Hindu Sabha as secretary and K M Jedhe of the Congress as 
president joined hands m the samiti to build the movement, sctlmr 


D— 30 
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aside nil their equidisl inces alltinLCS mil hues the inoscmcnt 
was bound to become a mass movement and ccasc to be a narrow 
party affair With Tilak as secretary the samiti get Uic big Kesan 
office organisation to help it in its day to-day work 

This new united front called Uic saratti had a peculiar charac 
ter of Its own which we never Imd m the national rnovement 
m India or even in the movement against the French in Pondi 
cherry 

This front contained all the political trends m th“ countrv 
It had no conffict with the ruling and dominant panv at least to 
begin with It had no particular class base it was all class No 
detailed program of objectives on which there could be immc 
diately any vital differences No fetish on forms of struc'Ie (hough 
satyagralia was accepted by all as the form on Indian sod 

The umncdiate result of this was that thousands of young 
men and women came to join the volunteer bands Each band 
though composed of adherents of all parties was «ent into action 
under one leader of one party All parties were given their turn 
in this and m the send off rallies which were held in Poona 
the rallying centre for the sa^crahis from the whole country 
speeches were made without importing party slogans of the 
speaker If anyone departed from this practice Jedhe the 
president mercilessly pulled him uo 

Due to the formation of the samiti another vital chance took 
place in the composition of the satyagrahis Workincclass and 
peasant fighters middlcclass youths students and women of a 
new type began to dominate (be scene Perhaps in the opinion 
of some they did not look 'dilapidated and emotionless enough 
to deserve tlie epithet of classical sityagrahis But thev were 
that real type which had made Indiin mdeoendeuee and freedom 
a reality in Sholapur and FeshaWar m 1930 Satnra and ^f[d^a 
pore m 194^ Bombay and Calcutta of the BIN in 19J6 md 
in many a battle for people s rights even in free India after 1947 
They knew how to fight with discipline in the mven manner 
whatever it be They knew how to die and they knew what 
imperial sis and killers are They were real satj-acrah s of 
b'Yttlef*»M and not false and foggy theoretic ans of force and 
the soul 
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The Portuguese loo understewd the nature of the cliange They 
began preparations to retaliate and frighten the sat>agrahjs by 
sheer cold blooded torture and massacre And m their tone 
towards the government and Pandit Nehni, the Portuguese be- 
came insolent and arrogant 

The congress leadership and the gosemment at first under- 
estimated the new turn, the appeal of the united samiti and the 
determination of this unity of the fighters from below They 
thought It would be just a little less pale edition of the former 
siQagraha. In fact the fading off of satjagraha in the previous 
penod had caused worry even to Pandit Nehru and the Congress, 
because it had increased the arrogance of the Portuguese backed 
by the Bnlish pronouncements and American odsiecs 

In a way the formation of the samiti was liked by them as 
a way out and the government and the Congress took the welcome 
step of lifting the ban on Indian satyagrahis entering Goa When 
asked why Indnn satyagrahis were being allowed to enter Ooa. 
unlike last year, the chi^ minister Morarji Dcsai of Bombay, in 
his usual perverted w-ay replied that he was doing tt because 
these new satyagrahis were not amenable to his advice and 're- 
fused to be saved' by him, which was an indirect slander on the 
previous saty*agrahis — as if they did not break his ban because 
they wanted 'to be saved* from Portuguese bullets by the paternal 
kindness of the Bombay government 


III PtASCX> OF Congress Policies 

Events were taking place witli rapidity under the auspices of 
the samiU When four satyagrahis from the batch of Rajaram 
Patil, a communist leader from Satara and a 1942 fighter, by 
their determined and swift manoeuvres surprised the Portuguese 
qiiml at Panjim lowered the Portuguese llig and hoisted the tri 
colour on the fort, tJio Portuguese knew that a new type of satya- 
grahi had come on the 'cene Soon when the old Maralha leader 
Senapati Bapat jumped into tlie fray, when Amirchand was killed 
by torture, and news of socialist Madhu Limaje and communist 
Nandekar being flayed alive reached the people indignation be- 



468 


Documents oj the llisiory'aj the CPI 


gan to mount When the outright shooting of two communist 
salvagrihis Tborat 'intl Saht took place lakhs of people mounied 
throudiout India Thousands of men and women wept at tbs 
funeral m Poona, 

The government of India expressed anxiety. Pandit Nehru 
inquired about the torture of Naodedkar, party prejudices felt 
away for a time All India was asking the question — bow to 
stop this butchery^ 

The strength of ttie samiti and the initiative taken bj this 
united organisation however, worried the congress leadership 
The samiti moved quicUj from one stage to another It is decided 
to offer mass satyagraha on 15 August A call up for tliousands 
of satjacrahis was set m motion Transoort of satyagrahis bv 
rail and road required money That limited the call to 3000 
volunteer 

The decision of mass satyacraha brouchi in the first major 
diB"'^nce of the <amui with the congress leadershio jThe work- 
ing committee winch met just then passed a resolution disapprov 
mg the mass satyaeraha under the plea that “this is IikeK to 
change the nature of peaceful saiyagraha and might actually com* 
m the way of realisation of th- objective aimed at But tlie samiti 
rejected this advice and adbefwd to the policv of mass satyaeraha 
And to crown it all the trade unions of Bombay which had their 
representatives on the samiti rove a call for a genera} political 
strike on 12 August m preparation for ihe 15th The INTUC 
and the Congress in Bombay opposed th* call But Bombay s 
working class ignored them and struck in full force which once 
again angered and scared the government and congress l*adership 
What was the fear of the congress working committee‘s Oo“ 
was that ihe traditional leadership cf the Congress was Josing 
Its grip on the political developments The failure of the INTUC 
to prevent the strike of 12 Au«usi was a shock to them Another 
fear was that the ordinary pcoplt. may conclude that broad unity 
and united fronts are mo*-c efficacious in action than the mere 
seal cf the offictal Congress The third was that th- presence 
cf many groups that had used ams m 1942 stnjec’e mi"ht do 
to aram in Goa. And the fourth was that the Portuguese but herv 
may turn out to be so violent that tb* ocopic in India would 
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demand of Uic foernment to use ifieir milfiar> forces to throw 
out the Portuguese 

NaUonal attention was shifling from Dhcbarbhai and Delhi 
to the united samiti and the saiyagrahis and their political parties 
The thing that galled them most was that the mightiest funeral 
«f> far was for the two communut oiartm and that in the IJth 
August action, tlie leader on the main front of one thousand 
satyagrahis, chosen unanimously by the samiti, was a communist 
leader, V D Chitale of the Maharashtra party 

It IS to the credit of the parties in the samiti that they oil dis- 
approved of tlic working conunmee resolution and refused to call 
off the mass form of salyngraha action On 15 August three thou- 
sand satyagrahis were on the inarch to Goa Tor the first time 
in eight years, after independence, the e>es and ears of the Indian 
people were not turned only to the trumpet blasts from Delhi 
Fort on 15 August 

At 9 am, at Banda on Coa bonier, the republican tricolour 
was hoisted and garlanded Speeches were made in tense emo- 
tion, because everyone knew that the 592 listed on the roll headed 
by V D Qutalc, were marching to death At 10 15 am they 
crossed the border in rows of four deep Within two minutes, 
sten-guns and nfles spat deadly fire on them Sardar Karnail 
Singh, communist worker of Ludhiana, fell dead while seizing 
the flag front wounded Chitale, sc\er3l including Vasantrao Oak 
fell wounded, but the flag stood erect in tJicir hands They were 
asked again to mote forward, the brave Subhadrabal, a concress 
worker, dashed forward Again a voDcy of fire Madhukar Chau 
dhan, communist worker of Madhya Pradesh, was killed and 
Subhadrabal and Maliankal • Jansangh worker of Ujjain, were 
wounded There was silence for a few minute &nd orders were 
given to withdraw 

There were firings and killings on other points of the border — 
at Castle Rock, Aronda Terckhol etc It is estimated that m 
all 21 died that day 


Ite died in hospital on l5th night 
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IV Ncurus Assurance Emboldens the Portuguese 

It IS needless to narrate the events that followed On 1 6th, 
'when the news of tlie massacre reached the people, every man 
and woman struck work. All towns and cities stopped work and 
millions came on the streets The might> city of Calcutta shut as 
one man, all harbours and docks, all work cvcTywhcrc ceased, 
except where some hardened bureaucrats tned to overreach them- 
selves The masses m Bombay inarched to the government secre- 
tariat to ask that the tricolour be flown half mast in honour of 
the martyrs of freedom and liberation But tliP gentlemen in 
I power refused to pay homage to the victims of imperialist 
butchery Their manual of rules wras more sacred than the blood 
of the martyrs The masses lost their temper and smashed the 
secretanat windows Never in the histor> of India had such a 
nationwide stnke and hartal taken pUcc 

There had been torture and killings of the sat>'agrahis m 1930 
and 1942, there had been massacres in Bombay and Calcutta m 
1946 in the KIN strikes But such a spontaneous united action 
|On strike and haital as on 16 August had not taken place On 
this 16th, every man and woman and >ouDg boy and girl had felt 
acutely and not only felt but acted Two hundred million of the 
Indian people to act instantaneously and with one mind was 
quite a new phenomenon ^ 

The events of 15lh and 16lh shook the congress leadership 
They forgot their position and partly m panic and partly in 
chagrin, they made statements, which thej should not have mads 
Just when the 3000 satyagrahis were marching to death for 
liberation of Goa with the flag of the republic m hand, what 
need was there for premier Nehru to shout from the Delhi Fort, 
at that very hour, that he will never use force against the Portu- 
guese and further insult the satyagrahis by saying that if the> 
were acting under the delusion that he would send military 
forces they were mistaken 

What was the necessity to pve this assurance to the imperialist 
powers that wliatever they do they do not have to fear that the 
nnght of the Indian forces, whatever it be will be used against 
them What kind of mentality was rt to assume that the satya- 
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grahis were really not ready to die (azing the Portuguese buUets 
but were really marching under tlie delusion that the Indian army 
Will protest them’ To consider that the sense of sacrifice and 
danng rests only with certain *professionaI satyagrahis’ and gentle- 
men bearing the shield of power, is to show what selfdelusion 
can be created even in a man /Ike premier Nehru It is needless 
to mention the utterances of the smaller fry round the throne 
who only sec hooligans in the masses m anger and action They 
said so m 1920 when Bombay threw itself against the royal wel- 
come after the Jallianwala Banh They say so now 

Why this loss of balance and dignity in the national leader 
ship? Why this desire to see only the reactions of the imperialist 
world and the smashed windows of the secretariat, rather than 
the strength of the people and their iniraitabTe and heroic facing 
of Portuffiese bullets’ By what was the wide visioned premier’s 
national telescope nanowed’ By subjective petty considerations 
of his class and his party and his desire to come forth in history 
a$ the liberator and conqueror by the sheer tactic of playing 
between the allies of Portuguese imoenahsts 
The great action of 15th and 16th was not led by the Con- 
gress in fact It was opposed by the working committee resolu 
tion But the people acted over the head of the Congress though 
the press was told to report that the working committee resolu 
tion was drafted by Nehru pcrsonall) Such a mighty nationwide 
action in which the traditional leadershm was absent and its 
vast success, was bound to imtate the established gods* 

Secondly which was this upstart of a Goa yimochan sahayyak 
samiti to direct such great events? 

Thirdly, what a disturbing thing for the power d[ the ruling 
class and Uie official leadership of the Congress that this samiti 
contained communists and socialists communists who were ‘up- 
rooted and socialists who had no ‘roots • 

Fourthly, what phenomenon was it that on the very Rarahla 
ground where half j a million D’lhi citizens welcomed great 
Nehru from Bandung and ^foscow, the same Iialf a million struck 
work and raised slogans not aoproved by their great idol 1 
Fifiblv wbaL a rsculjaj: thine, ihat these ereat, events svere 
without violence that the fearless 3000 had behaved better than 
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the professional satjagrahis that the communist leader and the 
592 behind him satisfied all the conditions of real sat>Tscraha 1 
Sixthly, what a distnrbing iliing that the Communist Party’s 
jnartvrs were honoured as much as those of others that among 
the fallen, the communists carried the honours a fact grasped 
"by all, desoite petty and mean tneVs of some news correspondent^ 
to hide the identity of commumst man>rs as communists’ 
Seventhly, what a disturbinc thing that the thin wall of pre 
judices that still lingered between the Communi't Party and some 
sections of the nationalist masses had collapsed in the great 
«acrifice of 15 August’ 

Such thoughts were bound to dim the vision of even great 
men when they saw things from narrow party ends and were 
preoccupied with pleasing diplomatic tactics 

They are now out to counteract the trend cf the«e devcloo- 
ments The Concrcss Par^, it is said will now send Us true 
«atyagrahis to Goa Why arc the\ true and why are we false? 

Tliey will send teams of elevens and not hatches of hundreds 
They will tell the Portuguese their time and place cf entry and 
ihev will proclaim the messaee in printed Portuguese lest the 
guns may not understand Hindi slogans’ And thev will go with 
official blessings 

Had we done anything fal«e to the satyaeraha code on the 
Banda point'’ The Portuguese IJiew days in advance that the 
satyacrahis will come to that point Those who cam- wcr“ 
absolutely peaceful even in the face of point blanX fire These 
592 had entered the territory m fuH daylicht and not by stealth 
When they entered they bad only the flag in hand and sloeans on 
their lips When fired at they did not run awav or stampede 
They went forth until asked to stop In ooen davlieht with full 
notice they had challenEed the sovercien micht cf the Portueue«e 
which was being enforced bv martial law Yet the samitis 
otvacraha is not true’ The Inilh will dawn on the borders onlv 
now when blessed by the holv waters of Dhebarbhai ^\ell res 
peeled gentlemen despite your inner desire to displace u« which 
hardly squares with purity of ratvacrahi motives w- wiffi you 
all success If Salazar bows to you we shall not forget our mar 
tvrs but we shaD garland you all the same 
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V Goa What Next? 

Tlie peak of 16th has ebbed away TTie masses are no\T slowlj 
thinking o\-cf esents AH political parties are faced with the 
difTicuU question — What ni.*tT Eseiy trend cf thought js somc- 
'nhat at a deadlock 

The samiit his sprung up as a national body with a prestige 
and standing hardi} attained by anjbod) m such a short time 
and so svsi(il) Rut ]ust m that lies its weakness also It has no 
stable organisation It is composed of parties which esen with 
the slightest difference are likclj to pufi apart It has some 
■clemenis who only do party or factional manoeuvres even when 
people are marching to death 

The samiii and its moves in this great salyagraha could be 
effectively <h«kmatcd by the governmenf who refused transport 
at the last minute Out it must be stated that after the satyacraha 
the government gave help to the satyagrahis to return This shows 
how the state machine and the Concrcss Party can spike the 
movement, when jt wants to The withdrawal of government 
cppoMtion to Indians doing satyacraha no doubt, helped the 
samiti to mobilise support from cood coneressrren and a few cf 
the neh also cooperated Such « the orcanjsaticnaJ oosition of 
the samiti 

The samiti is bound to be affected by the varying omnicms of 
the parties that compose it The Congress Party will either fry 
to capture it and force the others out of the united front or 
■cncourace some of the groups into defection or use the state 
machine to paralyse it The samiti has now to revalue the situa 
tion both from tlie political and organisational ancle 


VI SAMfTlS iMMEDfATC TaSKS 

Tlie pnlitK i! sitiinlon is the most difficiilf and criicul “nie 
mam quesbon before it is Wliat are its mam slogans in the fi^ 
lowine cened? Talks in the samiti circles bring olit the following 
points 

The first is Should the committee continue satyagraha and if 
so in what form? 
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When on 16 August the dtos appeared that satsagraha had 
been suspended, there was chagrin in large sections of the masses 
and jubilation in congress circles Actually the message was per 
serted b> some people The ongtnal decision read iliai "mass 
satj-agraha of 15 August has terminated for the da)”. This was 
done m order to tell the sat)agrahis who wanted to offer again 
m the evening and next day that the mass action of 15th for them 
was oser But in transmission, it is stiff a mvster), who changed 
this to abandonment of satyagraba as such To counteract this 
the samiti decided to send 300 of the saijagrahis who had come 
from Bomba) tmder the leadership of Madhu Dandavate on 19 
Aueusi There were no casttafiics on that das 

There are some fnends who think that this massacre is fruit 
less and that it be stopped and some other form of strucgle be 
undertaken To these fnends one can say that until some other 
form comes on the stage and pushes forward, it is unwise tactics 
to stop saQ^graha It must be remembered that it js the sat)-a- 
giaha and its consequences that have mos-ed the vast millions 
into acuon To give it up now would be pla)ing into the hands 
of people who do not want the samilt to exist, its umt) and 
prestiae to grow and the pohtKal oaroes in it to develop fraternal 
relations in direct action 

Of course the satyazraha to be done now need not be of the 
Banda form- H can take such forms as can avoid massacre of 
valuable cadres as far as possible 

The second question that is posed bv some is — wh) not 
mobilise the masses to persuade the government of India for 
poli« action"’ There are very senous differences on this among 
all the parties of the samiti 

Some seem to think that the anger exhibited b) the masses 
against the government, even uicludinz Nehru on 16 Auenst 
shows deep disfllusionment of the masses and their readiness to 
act in furtherance of this slogan even in face of the opposition 
of the Congress I tb»ivV this ss an cverestiination of the mood of 
the people and their cnticism. On 16 Anenst they were anerv 
at tbs massacres anrf thej did not like Nehru s statement that he 
would not use mllitar) force against the Portuguese The «taie 
ment was resented b) some not because th“v wanted p^hce 
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ociion, but because Ihe time, manner and the fonnubtioT of the 
statement w-cre badly chosen It looked as if the Portueuese were 
being giien a Wank cheque just «hen the satja^^ahis were being 
shet m cold blood And mans tliougbl that it was sheer h>-po- 
crisy to talk of nonviolence and peace against fascist butchers 
when the government itself maintained an armv and police force 
and did not hesitate to shoot unarmed workers and students in 
the countr> when they cho^e to struggle 
If Pandit Nchm had not sworn lo theories of nonviolence and 
had onlv limited htmself to stating that India todav was not m 
B position to take military action that It was tactically unwise to 
do so todav, but that he wished the peaceful satyaerahis all suc- 
cess there would not have been that cnlici‘ni of his action as 
It was Oft 16 August Kehfu had miscaJmhied the force of the 
movement of 15 August and he evidently bunded in hts speech- 
es Once hating done it he is sticking to it and becomme more 
offensive as in his Sitspur speech But such speeches show that 
ho has felt the weakness of his position and ts trying to use his 
prestige to attack the other parties and cover up his own mistakes 
At the same time the congress leadership will take active steps 
to concentrate people's attention on the international position 
of India and its dilTiculties as well as prestige, and the new sat 
yagraha which is lo be conducted by Ihe ofTicial congress leaders 
When this gathers momentum u will not be so easy lo mobilise 
the people against the government for the slogan of police action 
Moreover it is wrong to equate action against Portuiruese with 
police action agamst the ntcarn This one involves not a princely 
state but a foreign power and its allies in England and America 
Many sections of people fo believe the argument that if Por- 
tugal docs fight with British and Amencan aid of anna 
where can India go when our annaments for all their essentials 
depend on Ando-American suoplies 
Of course this can be countered by saying that in the present 
context of India s friendship with all countries includme the 
USSR and China the Ando-Amencans dare not go acainst India 
in the military sense 

To wfiicfi they repi^ tfiat even Oten if means merrasrr^ rmvr 
nalicnai tcnsicn which contradicts ouripohcy cf p“ace 
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When on 16 August the news aj^ared that satjagraha had 
been suspended, there was chagrin m large sections of the masses 
and lubilation in congress circles Actually the message was per 
verted b> some people The onginal decision read that ‘'mass 
satjagraha of 15 August has tcnninatcd for the day This was 
done m order to icU the sat^grahts who wanted to offer attain 
in the evening and next day that the mass action of I5tli for them 
was over But in transmission it is stiH a mystery, who changed 
this to abandonment of satyagtaha as such To counteract this 
the samiti decided to send 3(X) of the satyagrahis who had come 
from Bombay under the leadership of Madhu Dandavate on 19 
Aueust There were no casuaUtes on that day 

There are some fnends who think that this massacre is frmt* 
less and that it be stopped and some other form of struggle be 
undertaken To these fnends one can say that until some other 
fonn comes on the stage and pushes forward, it is unwise tactics 
to stop satyagraha It must be remembered that it is the satja 
giaha and its consequences that have moved the vast millions 
into action To give it up now would he playing into the hands 
of people who do not want the samiii to exist, its unity and 
prestige to grow and the political names in u to develop fraternal 
relations in direct action 

Of course the satyagraha to be done now need not be of the 
Banda form It can take such forms as can avoid massacre of 
valuable cadres as far as possible 

The second question that is posed by some is — why not 
mobilise the masses to persuade the government of India for 
police action? There are very senous differences on this among 
all the parties of the samiti 

Some seem to think that the anger exhibited by the masses 
against the government, even including Nehru, on 16 Aueust 
shows deep disillusionment of the masses and their readiness to 
act in furtherance of this slogan even m face of the opposition 
aS. I tbiak tlw.s tiut mood of 

the people and their cnticism On 16 August they were angry 
at the massacres and they did not like Nehru s statement that he 
would not use military force against the Portuguese Tlie «tate- 
ment was resented by some, not because th’^ wanted p''hce 
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action but because the- tune manner and the formuhfton of (he 
statement were badly chosen It tooled as if the Portustuese were 
being given a blank cheque just when the satyaerahis were being 
shot m cold blood And many thought that it was sheer hypo- 
crisy to talk of nonviolence and peace against fascist butchers 
when the government itself maintained an army and police force 
and did not hesitate to shoot unarmed workers and students in 
the country when they chose to struggle j 
If Pandit Nehni had not swofi) to theories of nonviolence and 
had oniv linuted hunself (o stating that India today was not in 
a position to take military action that it was tactically unwise to 
do so today but that he wished (he peaceful satyagrahis all sue 
cess there would not have been that cntici'm of his action as 
>t was on 16 August Nehru had miscalcubled the force of the 
movement of 15 August and he evidently bunded m his speech 
es Once having done it he is sticking to a and becoming more 
offensive as in his Sitapur speech But such speeches show that 
he has felt the weakness of his position and is trying to use his 
prcsbge to attack the other parties and cover ud bis own mistakes 
At the same time the coogres* leadership will take active steps 
to concentrate peoples attention on (he international position 
of India and its difficulties as well as prestige and the new sat 
yagraha which is to be conducted by the cpfficial conaress leaders 
When this gathers momenluni it will not be so easy to mobilise 
the people aeainst the government for the slogan of police action 
Moreover it is wrong to equate action against Portueuese with 
police action acamst the n«am This one involves not a pnncely 
state but a foreign power and its all es m England and America 
Many sections cf people to believe the argument that if Por 
toga! does figh with British and American aid of annt 
where can India go when our armaments for all their esseniialf 
depend on AncIrvAmencan sui^lies 
Of course this can be countered by sayine that in the present 
contest of India s fnendship with all countries mclud nj; 

USSR and China the AnelcvAmefieans dare not go against India 
in the military sense 

To which they reply that even then it means increasinz ra*r 
nalicna' tens cn which contradicts our policy cf p a c 
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■ This obviously is a wrong argument. Every country is entitled 
to fight against a colonial occupier to liberate its territory and 
that peace policy and anticolonial struggles are not contradic- 
tory. The panchshila principles are being theoretically twisted 
merely to suit the tactics of the period. ^ 

There are reports that certain roving diplomats of the premier 
and talkative leaders of the Congress are asking why the com- 
munists do not ask China to take Macao from Portugal and Hong 
Kong from the British, and why they are not attacking Taiwan? 
We have to expose the hypocrisy of this comparison China has 
to face a combination of several imnerialists and hence it has 
chosen to fight one at a time. It has taught the Americans a lesson 
in Korea and taken Tachens by fight. And if Taiwan and other 
parts do not come to it, it will fight with all its arms China never 
said u has yven up its arms and will liberate Taiwnn by satya- 
graha, nonviolence and all that. * ' '• j 

Then they point to the fact that the French left Pondicherry 
without military action on our part. Is not this a triumph of non- 
violence and the jwlicy of peace? Were not the French bigger 
Imperialists than the 'Ponuguese? " ' ' '' 

They forget to tell the people that France did not agree to 
surrender in ‘India until it was defeated by the armed might of 
the people’s forces in Vietnam; that It did not negotiate until the 
■British and Americans, for their o^vn interests, decided not to 
back France. > ' 

France w^ a risal to Britain. But Portugal is a colony of 
■Britain and America. It is not nonviolence that shook the French 
but the people’s revolution m Vietnam and rivalri^ amonc im- 
perialists 

All these arguments have lo be out forward to educate the 
people; but with all that, the people for a time wni accent the 
argument of ‘tactics’ if not of nonviolence and will not decisively 
stand up for the slogan of military action ' 

Hence on this the samiti can as well leave the matter to futu^ 
developments and demand of the government all pos«ibIe effec- 
tive steps in the given situation, not excluding ’police action’. 

TliP third question before the samiti H of developing aid If* 
militant resistance of the Goans from within Partisan action 
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from within seems to be the key to the situation m its further 
development In this there is already too much bravado and loose 
talk of guenIJa actions AH sorts of stones are put into the press 
by certain groups to gather political advantage for the future 
The samili should argue with all these groups and exercise cau 
tion and restraint in (he interests of the success of (he movement 
and safety of the people It has to concentrate apart from satya- 
graha on aid to mihtant resistance from withm 

The samiti should work in full cooperation with all parties 
indudme the Congress and even govemmental agencies on certain 
matters It must introduce somw sort of organisational discipline 
within itself, without infringing on the views and autonomy of 
the parties composing it 

To sum up the satyagraha should continue in some form th» 
aid to militant resistance from witfim be stepped up correct edu- 
cation cf the masses m relation to the ooliaes and issues mvol 
ved be earned out with common and agreed understanding on 
the samitis platform and the orcamsational setup should be 
strengthened and clarified without manoeuvring for tnrtj posi 
tions to the detriment of the common cause This should be the 
task cf all forces of freedom democracy and peace 

The sacrifices of the heroes of 15ih August and the miehty 
will cf the millions that spoke throuch the actions of 16fh Aueust 
Will net CO in vam Politics parties and (he people have advanced 
to a hieher state Anticolonialism and Asian solidanty 
Will act and win On 15th and 16th August the pcoole of India 
put the principles of Bandun*’ into real action That is the real 
road to peace and defence of national freedom 



30 Goa 


The central conuniucc of the Communist Part) of India places 
on record its sense of profound pride m the Iridian people for 
the glonous pan played by them in the struggle for the liberation 
of Goa, Daman and Diu The valiant struggle by the saljagrahts, 
the growing resistance movement inside Goa itself and the coun- 
trywide demonstrauons, hartals and stnkes afier 15 August have 
been unprecedented in the history of our national movement 
smcc the transfer ot power They arc indicauve of the deep and 
abiding love for freedom of our people and their dctennmaiion to 
end the gnp of colonialism once and for all froin us last strong 
Iiolds oa our soiL 

The Goan liberation movement has nghtlv called forth the 
admiration and support of the democratic and freedomloving 
people all over tlie world. 

In this context, the AICC resolution denouncing satyagraha 
and the coerave measures adopted by the Bombay government 
for preventing sa^agrahis from reaching the Goan border arc 
an attack on the Goan liberation movement as also on the coun- 
trywide unity built by the Goa Vimochan Sahayyak Samili for 
the liberation of Goa. 

These actions of the government clearly demonstrate that the 
ruling circles in India have been alarmed by the militant mass 
from the Goan liberation movement has been developing, that 
they have succumbed to Anglo-American pressure which inso- 
lently demanded the ending of satyagraha after 15 August In 
effect this policy amounts to giving free rein to the continuance 
of Portuguese rule m India, and emboldens them to intensify 
their sav’age tenor 


ResolntiOD passed by the CC, 10-19 September 1955 and published 
in New Age 25 September 1955 
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While attacking the Goan freedom movement in this manner 
the government of India iias failed to place any alternative course 
before Uie people for liberating the Goan people from Portuguese 
rule The sealing of the borter and other measures taken by the 
government are utterly inadequate to achieve the end in view 

Tbe prune roinisfer has attempted to defend the change to 
government s policy on the grounds Chat satyacraha led to coun 
trywide hartals and demonstrations after 15 August that it has 
created international complications and that he did not vs ant 
the liberation movement to grow in i manner that would neces 
sitate resort to police action which he claimed was aeainst In 
dia s policy of peaceful settlement The central committee can 
not accept these arguments which are a cover for the capitula 
toiy jiolicy of the government of India Obviously such a pohey 
can never be claimed as a national policy and cannot secure the 
support of our people 

The Communist Party repudiates the argument (hat panchshila 
debars a people and tbeir government from liberating any part 
of there country occupied by a foreign power For such libera 
tion can under no circumstance be equated with aggression by 
one country agaiust another 

In Goa it IS the Portuguese who are the aegressors it is they 
who are violating the temtonal integrity of India Hence th» 
liberation of Goa by the peoole of India and their government 
is m full conformity with the principles of panchshila 

Recognising that colonialism is the biegcst threat to world 
peace and that Goa is being used as a war base the Communist 
Party IS convinced that the hberalion of Goa is an urgent neces 
sity for the cause of peace 

The central committee is of opmion that having regard to all 
the efforts which the govemirent of Indu has made for a nego- 
tiated settlement of the Goan question and which have been 
most insolently rejected bv the Portucuese fasasts having re 
gard to the immense sacnfices made by the Ind an people for tne 
liberation of Goa and finally having retard to the barbant es 
perpetrated by the Portueuese rulers in Goa resort police 
action is not only jusUfied but called for 
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The central committee is, further of ih^ opinion iliat the gov- 
ernment of India must abandon its policy of hampering the po- 
pular movement for Goan liberation and render ' it the fullest 
actiic assistance. , > 

\Vhile, therefore, calling upon the government of India to lift 
the ban on the satyagrahis and to actively aid the Goan libera- 
tion movement, the central committee demands that the govern- 
ment of India should make it clear to the Portuguese rulers that 
unless they arc prepared to open negotiations immediately, the 
government of India would be free to take any action in respect 
cf Goa, including people action. 

Tlie central committee assures the Goan people that the Com- 
munist Party will continue to give all assistance for,thctr libera- 
tion as it has done in the past The intensification of the resist- 
ance movement inside Goa itself is a vital task, in the coming 
period to which all patriotic elements in India must give the 
fullest help. 

The popular movement in India for Goah liberation, which 
reached a high pitch on 15 August -and the subsequent da>*s, has- 
also lo continue uatil its goal is reached. The central committee 
trusts that the Goa Vimochan SahayyakISamiti, which has guidetf 
the movement ifll now on the basis of the widest naifonaf unity, 
will carry the struggle forward despite the new obstacles placed 
in its way by the recent decisions of the AICC and the India 
government. 
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The few dajs that >ou have spent here will find an important 
place m our history and there will be a great deal of talk about 
this In the journ“v of our lift we have gone another step for 
ward, nearer to our goal — progress of our country, welfare of 
our countrymen uplift of the common man friendship and peace 
m the world 

Your mit will be long remembered in India Whatever jou 
like to take from this counio may take But do take a very 
valuable tiling— tbs messaec of love from the people of this «nin« 
fry to the people of the Soviet Union Do svidania f 
These moving words of prime minister Nehru bidding farewell 
to the leaders of the Soviet Union at Palam airport on 14 De- 
cember truly sum up the sentiment of hundreds of njUlions of 
our people — not only (hose millions who ha^ the opportunity to 
see them during the three weeks of their historic tour but also 
these others belonging to plac-s which they could not visit 
The visit of th" Kaders of one country to another is nothing 
new in the history of diplomatic relations Normally it creates 
no stir except in th" country visited there too it is confined to 
the cflTcial circl's and follows a routine round of official meet 
ings formal spe-ehes and glittering banquets Often these are 
soon forgotten leavine behind no abiding impress on the mind 
of the people 


NoTHivo Like Ttiis Before 

But the tour undertaken by the Soviet leaders in our couatry 
was something totally different Weeks before tbeir arrival there 

jArtJcJe by hioy Ghosh oa tte visit to India of Khrushchov and 
Bulganin was published w JVw Agf 25 December 1955 

i>-31 
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was a sur at the places they were lo vistt and millions were on 
the move getting ready to receive them m a manner that they 
had never done before for anybody It is idle to repeal all that 
we have ourselves witnessed with amazement — ^tlie trek of thou- 
sands for miles and miles just to have a glimpse cf the Soviet 
leaders, to join in the thousand throated cheers greeting them, 
the cavalcade of bullock carts, camels and even elephants brine 
ing thousands of others from distant villages, the olhcials vying 
with the people m making it a magnificent turnout — all these were 
repealed, over and over again, wherever they could go Nothing 
like this has happened before — neither in tlic macnitude nor in 
the warmth of the reception 

And this visit all the time held the attention of the whole world 
fccused on it It was looked upon by friends and fees alike allied 
and adversanes, as the biggest event of the dav 

Some of the most important political statements cf recent 
times have come during this visit Unequivocal judgements were 
pronounced during the (our against colonialism, acainst war 
pacts, against weapons of mass destruction Powerful voice was 
rai<ed vindicating People s China s rights as a wcrid cower and 
■warning against the dangerous situation in Korea and Indochina 
On Goa on nuclear weapons, on Geneva conference on Kashmir 
and the Baghdad treaty, the Soviet leaders declared cateeoncallj 
their views during this tour, and equallv powerfullj did they 
come out in support of tlie stmgele for national liberation offer 
mg a helmng hand and declaring their readiness to share their 
invaluable experience 

Tlie scathing denunciation by the Soviet leaders of the rapa 
-icus methods of ojjpression and exploitation practised bv coto- 
ni'crs came to our people in sharp contrast to the superior attitude 
maintained by the imperialist rulers towards the peoples whose 
independence they had robbed and whose wealth they had plun 
dered 

The imoenalist press has raised a howl that the Soviet leaders 
had mooted “controversial” issues during a goodwill tcur, that 
they abused the hospitality of India in attacking the western 
powers But the “controver«ial ’ issues over which the hired press 
of the western monopohsts tost Ihcir balance are precisely those 
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Msues that demarcate the forces of progress front those of rcac- 
hon, the forces of peace from those of war Naturally the forth- 
nght pronouncements of the Soviet leaden be it on the tssuc of 
Goa or the fatteninp of Hitler as the battering ram acainst the 
Sosict Union create embamssment fer (he western rulers with 
their black record of perfidy and W«xlshed 
In these momentcnis vfccVs indeed have been packed the csenfs 
of a whole lifclim- Like frost before the pos\-crful sun (here 
mtled in these few da)s the vde propacanda of the impemlisfs 
aeainst the Sosiet Union earned on eeaselessi) for nearly foor 
decades 

Hov. incfTcclise has been iheir \icious lie and how tnumphant 
todaj has been the word of truth that the democratic forces m 
India abosc all the Communist Tarty ha» never flagged m 
spreading about the Soviet Union The )oy at this success in the 
democntic circles today can be matched only by the bitter fnis 
iratten that has spread in camp of reaction 

Maovificest Record 

I^t ns liowesir not for^t that this Ins not hitn i (piistinn 
of propaganda akmc Much more effective than ah the propa 
iiitl 1 III ll < Msirlil li IS bi-sn iIk mnjlilv at I iivi inti ts of the S » 
Viet Union SolhinK — not <n« ii tin Ix-st of pnift-ssions — c-io stiiul 
eempanson with the great record of Soviet practice The land 
where the toiling man has been enthroned m power where ex- 
ploiting classes liave been chminated, wherclaboor produces with- 
out the hunting socctre of nnimploymtit siuh a luid Ins got 
truth on lU side and nothing can challenge its effectiveness The 
hes and false promises cn the opposing side could not stand be 
fore the majesty of the magnificent record of the Soviet Union 
All tins has been opened before the very eyes of our people 
first by tlie tnp of our pnmc minister to the Soviet Union last 
summer and more so by the return visit of the Soviet leaders to our 
country this winter Tor the Soviet leaders wherever they went told 
how they did the job in their own erontiy, and popular interest 
transcended personalities and projected on the land from wliere 
they came 
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Above all, this tour enabled the vast miUtoiis of our country' 
men to see with ti»cir own eyes what kind of men the leaders 
of the USSR arc. Tor years the imperialists have tried to sho^ 
them as inscrutable ogres spreading totalitarian terror, hatching 
dark plots against mankind. But all that slander is completely 
and irrevocably exposed today. ’ 

Whether at Bhakra-Nangal or in the Nilgiris, whether at Bofn* 
bay's milk colony or at the Chittaranjan Loco Works, whether at 
Sonepat or at Perambur, the Sovdet leaders, in the most informal 
and intimate manner, discussed various problems of work with the 
very’ men who did the job, compared them frankly and unreseC" 
vedly with their own experience, treated the very humblest of the 
men with respect and consideration, donning the Gandhi 
— -what an arrogant Bniish journalist has written — “no Ends 
prime minister would do”, chewing pan or saying namaste, shar- 
ing jokes with people as If they are part of a family. 

Captured Hearts or Millions 

All this not only captured the hearts of millions but showed 
to them what a living affinity the leaders of USSR hove with the 
people They have proved to the very’ hilt that these are men that 
require no ostentatiousness to keep up their socalled prestige 
Tlirmigh these leidcrs i nr pe’vf'" Ueve seen the achievements of 
the Soviet Union, for here are leaders of a new kind, leaders who 
themselves are the eloquent testimony for The system that prevails 
.in the Soviet Union Our countrymen and women could get a 
glimpse of the intimate relations that exist between the Soviet 
peep’e and ihcir leaders. There is something in that Telationshlp 
which (draws people irresistibly towrards them 
What is the net upshot of this memorable visit? The bond of 

fnendship between India and the Soviet Union fhc bond that 

remained throueliout our struggle for freedom, the bon'd that 
was strengthened bv pnmc minister Nehru's visit to the USSR-^ 
Jias now been further Jtrettflhfujfd r 

__ Prime minister Bulganin in his parting'^words had’ described 
, the growing India-Soviet friendship as “a glorious triumph of 
history . It Is as well that we remember today the tremendous 
significance of this heightened friendship across the Himalayas. 



^ I iUl o' O/tvi //txtoric iigftificanct 


485 


TTw ^ Hit brings logfthcr »n ciostt fnrrdshjp Ihi-fc of the f rc3l* 
c<;t countries of llic wetW— Imlu. USSR and China— Vibose 
populations put together ConsWute more than half the population 
of the ssoflJ And not mere!) in manpower but by their conv* 
rrand of immenv: re<o«rccs by their wieding of great pohlical 
and moral power they together constitute the most povserful 
factor for peace m the world of loJay 

As N A Buipnin said friendship between the Indian and 
Soviet peoples is a great historic achicsvment It nas bom in the 
struggle of the peacclovinp piopes acainsi war in the struggle 
for peace and seeuntj Fnendship between our peoples has an 
enormous sigauficancc for the further consolidation of the forces 
of peace** (Speech at the civic leccpfion irt Jaipur, S December 
1955 ) 

The soaal and political system that prev-ads in India is 
diflerent from the system (hat prevails m the Soviet Union and 
reoplcs China. Yet this difference in systems has stood as no 
bar to friend'y relations and fnctully. peaceful cooperation The 
Impena'rsts have alwajT been tO'of fo 
be no peaceful coexistence with these countries because they up- 
hold a different poftticil and social system 
N S Khrusbehov unhesitatinffy declared 
• I (hrni. that if one wants a close example of coexistence then 
siiili un example is kivcii otr rclitums w-ith Tmln Wo do 
not inrrolv <yh wst «e arc also fnmwis ifespttn the tliffpreno* of 
political viewpoints on a number of questions The basis of this 
friendship is our joint stru^fe for peace Therefore we must not 
relax our efforts in this direction Let us also in the future break 
everything that interferes mlh peaceful coexistence Let os 
ftrencthen cvcrjthine that promotes the deva'’oomcnt of peaceful 
coexistence of Slates** (Speech at the banquet given by the Indo- 
Sovjet Cultural Socictv Bombay, 24 November 1955) 

Jawaharlal Nehru cmohasised the ^me point 
‘There is a special sienificincc in the friendship between India 
and the Soviet Union Tliat special significance Is, w-e respect 
each other’s views and ideas, though wc differ in some respects 
'‘So we have placed an example before the world — that thouch 
wc hold different views end do thinis according to our own idea^, 
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Abo\c all, this tour enabled the vast millions of our country- 
men to see With tlicif own eyes what kind of men the leaders 
of the USSR are For years the imperialists base tried lo shovr 
them as inscrutable ogres spreading loialitanan terror, liatchm? 
dark pots against mankind But all that slander is completely 
and irrevocably csposwl today 

Whether at Bhakra Nancal or m the Nilgins, whether at Bom- 
bas s milk colony or at the Chittaranjan Loco Works, whether at 
Sonepat or at Perambur, the Soviet leaders, m the most jnfonnsl 
and intimate manner, discussed various problems of work with the 
very men wlio did the job cempared them frankly and unresef* 
vcdly with their own experience, treated the very humblest of the 
men with respect and consideration, donnme the Gandhi cap as 
— ^what an arrogant British journalist has written — ^“no Bntisb 
pnmo minister would do ’, chewing pan or saymg namaste, shar 
ing jokes with people as if they arc part of a family 

Captured Hearts or Millions 
An this not only captured the hearts of miDions but showed 
to them wbai a livine affinit) the leaders of USSR have with the 
pcop’c They have proved to the very lull that these are men that 
require no ostentatiousncss to keep up their socalled prcstice 
Through ihest Ic'idirs riir pe >r’" h ve seen ll e a hievemenls of 
the Scvief Union, for here are leaders of a new kind, leaders who 
themse.vcs are the elcqu-nt testimony for the system that prevafls 
m the Soviet Union Our countrymen and women could get a 
glimpse of the intimate relations that exist between the Soviet 
peep e and their Raders There is somethina m that relationship 
which draws people irresistibly towards them 
What IS the net upshot of this memorable v isii'i The bond of 

friendship between India and the Soviet Union ^the bond that 

remained throuehout our struggle for freedom the bond that 
was strengthened bv pnme minister Nehru's visit to the USSR— 
has now been further slreiiEtbened by this visit 

Pnme minister Bulganin tn his parting words had desenTied 
the giwing India Soviet friendship as "a glonous triumph of 
history” It is as well that we remember today the tremendous 
significance of this heightened friendship across the Himalayas 
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The tun bring! legcther In dosrr fnendsbip Ihrfc of ibe great* 
countries of llic Vrorld — India USSR and China— "hose 
prpulalxms put topciher consbtoie more than half the population 
the world And not mcrcl> m manpower hut by their com* 
rrsnd of immense rcsourees bv their hi- din? of great political 
and moral power they together constitute the most powerful 
factor for peace in the «orfd of today 

As N A Ilulganm said friendship between the Indian and 
Soviet peoples is n great historic achievement It was born in the 
strupclc of the peaceloving pcopes acamst war in the strucglc 
for peace and secuntj rrrendship between our peoples has an 
enormous sipoficancc for the further consolidation of the forces 
of peace (Speech at the civic reception in Jaipur S December 
1955) 

The social and political system that prevails in India K 
different ftem the system that ptevails >n the Soviet Union and 
Teopfe* Oima Yet this difference to systems his stood as no 
bar to friendly relations and fncndly peaceful cooperation The 
impena hts haic always been 

be no peaceful coexistence with these countries because the) upw 
held a dilfetcnt political and social system 
N S Khrushchov unhesitallnffy declared 
' J thinl that if one svants a close example of coexistence then 
null un eximplc is gisrn Jn i ur rrlihins with Iidii Wc ih 
r/of nwreji ctx*Tlst mo arc «lso fnnuts ilrspitt flu dffirrncp of 
political Viewpoints on a number of questions The basis of thiS 
fncndship « our foint struggle for peace Therefore we must not 
relax our efforts m this direction Let us also in the future breal 
rvcryihing that interferes with peaceful coexistence Let os 
strengthen cvcryihine il at prctnoies the dcvtfoomenl of peaceful 
coexistence of Stales (Speech at the banquet giren bv the Indo- 
Sovjct Culiural Socictv Bombay 24 November 1955) 

Jawalnrla! Nehru emphasised the same point 
' There is a special significance in the friendship between India 
and the Soviet Union That special significance 5s we respect 
each others views and idi.as thou^ wc differ in some respects 
“So wc have placed an example before the world — that Ihoueb 
we hold different views end do things according to our own ideaa 
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still tlHS friendship will benefit us We want to benefit by thcif 
experience Tins is the meaning of panchshlla, which w being 
so much tallied of today (Speech at Palam airport, 14 Decem- 
ber 1955) 


Modci roft Whole World 

Not only IS this relationship a model of peaceful coexistence, 
a nodet for the whole world but India and the Soviet Union hast 
jomily appealed to all other stales to abide by the fisc principles 
of the panchshlla In the words of the joint statement issued 
under the signature of the three leaders Jawaharla! Nehru N A 
Bulganin and N S Khrushcliov on 13 December 1955 

‘These discussions have resulted m a reiteration of their firm 
conviction that international relations should be governed b> the 
five principles and that every effort should be made to lessen 
intcmatimiat tensions and promote the cause of peace and co- 
operation between nations’ 

Tlie Soviet leaders appealed for their acceptance b> all the 
world 

The acceptance of these pnnciples by all other countries in 
eluding the United States Britain and France would be an im- 
portant step towards further easing inlemaUonal tension and 
establishing the necessary confidence between nations (State- 
ment to the Press Conference. New Delhi 14 December 1955) 
jawaharlal Nehru in bis farewell messace at Palam airport on 
same day echoed the same sentiments 
• Our mam object is to increase the circle of our friends so 
^}, 3 t there may be cooperation among nations and peace estab- 
lished on firmer ground ” 

-phus it is that this visit and the joint statement following it 
enjoin before the peoples of the world a new round of efforts 
for the enforcement of the panchshlla between all nations What 
bom as a declaration between the Republic of India and the 
Peoples Republic of China one and a half years ago is today 
being pl2^^ before the entire world for universal acceptance as 
a step towards world peace No wonder that tlio Soviet leaders’ 
visit to India should create consternation m certain circles of 
the USA ^ 
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Parrcacliinc cfTccls are to flow from the vijit of the Soviet 
Icaderv on the cauic of freedom for the peoples of the entire 
mlnnitl u«rl<l Mm in llu rtprrstiit itiv<‘s of n Iculni^ world 
poucf sirtteliing their hands to establish relations m terms of 
complete equalitj ssith the peoples of Asia There is no infringe 
innit of sn\erel 4 Tit> is Nfirslnll aid or a Siatn svonlcl enjoin 
There is tki tinge of patronising baclslapping as would an 
Attec or a Mmintbattcn indulee in 

On the coiitrarj. not onl) is Indns political freedom honoured 
hut its great role in international affairs gets its rightful re 
cognition No politician of an) western power has up to this 
da) upheld this just claim of India as was done b) N S Khrush- 
chov 

“We hold tint India is a great power and it should take one 
cf the first p’aces in the rank of the great states of the world" 
(Speech to the memben cf Parliamentary Association for the 
NUsuiki till lit Ilf Hindi I'lllii 11 Dofcmher 135.5^ 

The perspective of economic cooperation with the USSR that 
II opened up before our countf) is something that could never 
be enviuctd before The offer of a steel plant with unheard-of 
credit facilities has been a major asset in the building of our 
economy 

Tile joint communique on economic relations is an entirely nrw 
kind of economic agreement which has never before been offered 
by anv great povier In the face of the vast requirements of our 
second fivc-jvar plan, India cctsan economic atarement at terms 
which benefit it both ways 

Tor the first time through a sindc agreement wc art offered 
tho goods that we require and not what others want to dispose 
of, and wc arc given the opportunity to sell what we desire— 
including our manufactured goods — and thereby secure a new 
and more advantageous market for our goods 

Nobody can evade facing the inescapable contrast betwreen 
this type of economic cooperation with ‘aids’ that infringe on 
our sovereignty or impose goods that wc do not need or inflict 
‘■iuports.’ who hanlLv know anYthio^ Over and over aeain the 
Soviet leaders have offered to share their experience wiih us m 
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ihe field of tcdmical advance or in the matter cf tramtng teen 
•meal personnel— an offer which no inipcnali«t power has offered 
so readily 

Recognition of our political freedom coupled with the rccog 
mtion of our nehtful role in the councils cf the world— who 
cannot but contrast this with the imposition cf subservience m 
the name of military alliance and m the infringement of sovc 
reicnty in the name of ‘aids* — military or economic? 

Farreacliing will be the effect of this visit cn the democratic 
-m->vement m India It isolates the allies and foends of impcna 
lists m our country ft reveals before the masses whose interest 
the e people serve who speak about the Russian menace 

Reliance on the strength generated by our cwn pecmlc stnv- 
tng to strengthen their independence, by buildmc their own 

such arc the watchwords of our own democratic move 

irent too Today that is reinforced by the werds of the Soviet 
leaders words bom out the eventful cxcenencc of the first 
scciahst state m the world 

Equally important for the democratic movement is the fact 
that the Soviet leaders m the most fr-iterml m^inie’- explained 
their own system based on the pnnciplcs of Marxism Leninism 
2nd thereby helped to dispel the wrong notions about commu 
nism spread bv reactionarv arcles Whether in the matter of 
Soviet democracy or about the existence of the Cominform the 
Soviet leaders patiently and lucidly, tried to clear awav the 
mistaken apprehensions about the world communist movement 
that very often hamper the growth of a united demccratic front 


New Possibilities 

The effort of reaction to divide and weaken the democratic 
m'^Ncment by means of the roison of anticcmmunnn wiP thus 
suffer a setback. The powerful upsuree cf a united people that 
the visit of the Soviet leaders has eneendered creates new con 
fidence and ushers m new possibiities for the entire democratic 
movement 

The nationwide eagerness to greet the Soviet leaders has 
brought together people of all parties of all political beliefs and 
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aloHg mtli tliem tl)e moss tnovement lljt> reprcsojt Jvtil mil} djcJ 
they icgether greet the Sovjet leaders but ihroueh ihctr utterances 
and inumatc contact they — the miUioos of our countrymen and 
women — could get a better idea of what a socialist countrj 
IS This itself IS a po\%erf«l factor in defeating the disnjptors of 
the democratic movement and helps to bnng together the fraternal 
ranks of all lorxs, that desire to coasohdate and strengthen 
TialionaJ freedom. 

This way the visit of the Soviet leaders to out country syrabo 
lises a new landmark In the march of democracy m free India 
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The central comnuttee vieus wth grave concern the 
determined efiorts of the congress working committee and 
the government of India to create multilingual states such 
as West Bengal Bihar, Dakshina Pradesh and Paschima 
Pradesh through undemocratic and unprincipled merger 
and integration of states 

Far from strengthening the unity of India and the soli 
darity of our peoples, these efforts, if allowed to succeed, 
will create conditions m which conflict between various 
nationalities will be a pennanent feature thereby constan* 
ly undermining the unity of India 
Experience has already shown how such multilingual 
states prevent the full participation by the mass of the 
people m the administration and political, economic and 
social bfe of the country, stifle the growth of the language, 
literature and culture of different nationalities and finally 
hamper the growth of democracy in our land 
Experience has equally proved how these mutilmgual 
states, by giving nse to conflicts and discord, disrupt the 
democratic movement and thereby retard the advance of 
the people 

Ever smee it came to power, the congress leadership has 
sought to throw to the winds its earlier promises and com 
mitments to reorganise the provinces on the linguistic basts 
— ^promises which had been repeated time and again by 
the congress leaders before they came to power 

It will be recalled that in the election manifesto of 1945 
46 the Congress had reiterated viiequn ocally this pledge 


Resolution passed by the central commiliee, 28 January to 4 
February 1956 and published >n New Age 12 February 19^6 
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and commitment to the country But after coming to po 
wer instead of proceeding to redeem the pledge it sought 
to put it in cold storage by the appointment of a number 
of committees 

Houever the unitj and strength of the people achieved 
a great victory m the formation of the Andhra state in 
October 19a3 It was again the upsurge of the people that 
led to the appointment of the states reorganisation com 
mission 

The congress leaders and committees all these years 
raised chauvinistic claims and roused passions of hatred 
and animosity The congress wrarkmg committee looked 
on as lh»ir provnncial leaders and committees vied with 
each other m rousing such passions 

Despite its rejection of the linguistic principle the SRC 
could not but recommend the formation of Kerala Kama 
taka and Madras mainly on the basis of language 
At the same time it denied the demand for linguistic 
states to the peoples speaking Marathi, Gujarati and Pun 
jabi Although it adduced cogent arguments for the de 
mend of Vishalaandhra the SRC refused to recommend its 
immediate formation In the matter of boundary adjust 
ments the SRC discarded all democratic prmciples and 
based itself on sheer opportunism 
In making its recommendations the SRC patently per 
mitted itself to be guided by all sorts of extraneous and 
opportunist considerations and above all, by its most un 
wholesome concern for the interests of big business 
Any government true to its pledge and responsive to the 
just and democratic aspirations of the people would have 
at once proceeded to modifj the reactionary features of 
these recommendations in a democratic direction But not 
so the government of India 

Although due to the pressure of the people the recom 
mendation for a bilingual state of Bombay was modified j et 
the government deaded to bring the city of Bombay under 
cenfraf acCnunerCrafrori t ststead <s£ itiaiwig' it s psrt J’/ Ssm 
yukta Maharashtra 
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It also came out with the proposal to create zonal coun- 
cils as a first step towards the denial of hnguistic states On 
the question of boundary adjustments, it modified the SRC 
recommendations m a reactionary du-ection m certain 
cases such as in the case of West Bengal and Bihar 

Conscious of the fact that such arbitrary and undemo 
cratic decisions would neier be acceptable to the people, 
the government launched a campaign of provocation and 
terror Even before announcmg these decisions it arrested 
the leaders of the samyukta Maharashtra movement and 
banned meetmgs m many places 

Naturally these provocative actions on the part of the 
government have given nse to spontaneous demonstration.* 
by the people m Bombay and m other places. 

The government sought to suppress these demonstrations 
v.nth police terror In Bombay, particularly, the orgies of 
police violence and terror remmded one of the darkest 
days of Bntish rule Over a hundred people have been 
killed and hundreds of people wounded as a result of police 
firmgs In Bombay aty alone over 5000 were jailed. Shoot 
mgs and arrests have also taken place m Onssa. Among 
those arrested and detained -without tnal are six members 
of the central committee of our party 
The central committee pays its homage to the memorv of 
those patriots who have fallen in the cause of the linguistic 
reorganisation of the country and sends its deepest con 
ddlences to bereaved families The committee greets the 
people who have so vahantly fought for a noble cause m 
the face of unmitigated police terror 

The central committee demands the immediate release of 
gll those arrested and the rexxjcation of all repressive 

pleasures 

•phe central committee takes note of the most unfortu 
nzie fact that this situation has been utilised by certain 
antisocial elemenU inspired and financed by the v'ested 
interests m engineering attacks against the minorities and 
destruction of public properties 
'"■The responsibility for creating this situation and these 
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Ugly incidents rests on the government and the congress 
leadership 

The central committee appeals to our people to steer 
clear of such provocations prevent such disruptive and 
harmful activities and in particular protect at all costs 
the minorities It is only thus that the foul game of the 
provocateurs can be foiled the unity of the people preserv 
ed and the movement for linguistic reorganisation of our 
country carried forward to its \ ictory 
The congress leadership and the government of India 
have seized upon these incidents and are utilising them for 
depriving the people of the success they have achieved m 
their fifty years of struggle for linguistic states and wiping 
out from the map of India even the existing linguistic 
stales The merger proposals are nothing but an attempt 
to completely reverse the course of history 
The central committee strongly opposes these merger 
proposals and demands their immediate mthdraivaL It 
demands the modification of the SBC recommendations in 
strict conformity with linguistic principles 
Consistent with these principles Bombay cify must form 
part of Samyukta Maharashtra the demand for Vishala 
andhra must be immediately conceded The democratic 
setup must be maintamed m Delhi similarly Tnpura and 
Manipur must be granted democratic setup 
The institutions set up under the sixth schedule of the 
constitution in the tribal areas roust have enlarged powers 
so as to make autonomy real and effective 

As far as the boundary issues are concerned they should 
be settled on the basis of language and geographical conti 
guity taking village as the unit Border questions can be 
solved not bv rousing the people on the question of 
this border area or that but by all the people and parties 
fighting together for the acceptance of the democratic pnn 
ciple enunciated above Once this principle is accepted 
the drawmg of boundaries is an easy matter by means of 
mutual discussion or bj some other machinery such as the 
boundary commission 
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The central committee appeals to our people to be fully 
aware of the dangers of the merger proposals Defeating 
this sinister move of the congress workmg committee and 
the government has now become a supremely urgent task 
for our entire people 

The central committee, therefore, calls upon all patriotic 
parties and organisations, upon all right thinking men and 
women, to immediately launch a vigorous campaign not 
only in the states proposed to he merged but throughout 
the entire country to defeat the merger proposals 

In this situation a heavy responsibility rests on the 
shoulders of our party units and members The central 
committee is proud of the part they hate already played 
in the struggle for linguistic states Today they hate to 
carry forward the struggle m a difficult and complicated 
Situation. 


The success m this great struggle for the Imgmstic re 
organisation of our country lies m fightmg back all provo 
cations and manifestations of chauvinism and above all 
in building the broadest possible unity of our people 
throughout the country ^ ^ 



33. On Die 20th Congress of the CPSU 

BtsoLimov 

The party congress, having heard the report of the gene- 
ral secretary, resolves that in view of the fact that the 
twentieth congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union was an event of the greatest importance and took 
decisions which every communist party in the world needs 
to study seriously, calls upon all party committees and 
members to study the documents and organise discussions 
■v\ ith the help of the general secretary s report 

The central committee will make available the recent 
aiticle m the People's Daily on the subject to help the dis- 
cussions The central committee will review such discus- 
sions and endeavour to ennch our understanding m the 
light of these documents and discussions 

RePORT BV AJOY GHOSH 

The 20th congress of the CPSU met m the background 
of very big successes and on the basis of these successes 
the congress showed the path of further advance The 
fifth five-year plan had been completed mudi ahead of 
schedule and the bold targets of the sixth five-year plan 
.are there before us The perspective is that not in the dis- 
tant but in the near future the Soviet Umon will catch up 
with and outstrip the most advanced capitalist countries 
On the basis of these achievements, now the decision has 


This was pnnted as a pamphlet in June J956 Here are given only 
the resolution of the fourth parly congress at Pa.'ghat. 19 29 Apnl 
1956 and the report made by the general secretary Ajoy Ghosh. An 
article from People’s China No 8, 16 April 1956 printed there has 
been omitted 
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been taken to reduce the working-day, to raise ^^ages to 
raise the standard of life of the people Secondly, very bi5 
'‘accesses were secured m the struggle for peace At no 
time since the end of war was the international situation 
<=0 free from tension as now Both m the realm of internal 
and international affairs the congress was meeting in the 
background of mighty victories and on the basis of those 
\ictories working out a path for still greater victories 
The discussions and decisions of the congress ba\e to be 
understood in this background 

The first big factor to which the congress draws our 
attention is the emergence of socialism as a world system. 
The significance of this development is becoming more and 
more clear as days pass The socialist world has not 
merely come into existence It exerts er more powerful 
influence on the whole course of history It has got mas- 
sive achievements in every sphere and these achiev ements 
prove the incontestable superiority of socialism over capi- 
talism 

It was precisely the Soviet Union and the countnes of 
Ea«'lem Europe that suffered the most eerious damage dur 
mg the war The bourgeoisie had thought that as a result 
of the<fc damages these countnes would not be able to re- 
coup for a very long period Yet actually what has hap- 
pened Is that the prewar level of production has been left 
far behind And the very rapidity of this recovery the 
-apidity of the advance after the serious damage caused 
by war shows the contrast between the two systems This 
incontestable suptnonly of the socialist system is having a 
%cry powerful impact on the minds of men As was said 
at the congress in the minds of men socialism is already 
stronger than capitalism 

All of you comrades know that section m the Cammumst 
Vamleslo «herc it is stated that of all classes that s'and 
face to face wnth the bourgeoisie the proletariat alone is 
revolutionary while the other classes are conservative and 
even reactionaiy The Mamfesto states that these other 
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classes become revolutionary to the extent that they adopt 
the standpoint of the proletariat This m those days vras 
not a common phenomenon Big changes have taken place 
since then 

Formerly also many other people talked of socialism 
Noncommunists talked of socialism in the past as they do 
at present But m those days, the talk of socialism by so- 
cial-democrats, by bourgeois intellectuals, served only one 
purpose and that was to hold the masses away from the 
real socialist movement, hold them back from the task of 
real socialist transformation Today also to some extent it 
serves that purpose But today such declarations act m a 
different way Social-democracy has proved its bank- 
ruptcy It has not been able to solve any problem while 
Marxism has achieved mighty victories Therefore the 
ideas of socialisn today flow more and more into the chan- 
nels of Mraxism-Lemmsm 

Another thing is that hundreds of honest elements are 
coming to accept socialism, though they dislike certain as- 
pects like eml war, violence, etc But they are not at all 
opportunists or enemies of socialism. Many of these ele- 
ments are moved by genuine soaalist ideals 

In a world situation, when capitalism was the only sys- 
tem, when the supenonty of socialism was not defimtely 
proved, it was easy to utilise the slogan of socialism for 
antisocialist purposes But in a world situation when so- 
cialism has proved its superiority, when capitalism is m a 
state of crisis, in such a world the ideas of socialism can be 
most easily directed to Mancism-Lenimsm than at any 
time before 

Secondly, the growing strength of soaahsm helps the 
disintegration of the colomal system which in the past was 
the mam reserve force of world imperialism This dis'n- 
tegration of the colomal system is a very big factor m 
world politics Marxism-Lemmsm had predicted the mevi- 
table collapse of the colomal system But the collapse is 
not proceeding everywhere m the same way as was pre- 
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dieted This has got to be dearly seen We thought that 
it %%ould proceed m only one way, namely, the conquest 
o£ power by the masses led by the working class, the revo- 
lutionary o\ erthrow of imperialist rule and the establish- 
ment of a democratic dictatorship of the working dass and 
the peasantry This has happened in a number of countries — 
China Vietnam, etc. — though there also have been 
modifications m the state forms Nevertheless the strug- 
gle in these countries has proceeded in a particular way, 
a revolutionary overthrow of imperialism by an alliance 
led by the working class It is possible that it will hap- 
pen m the same way m some other countries also But 
this 15 not all ASTien we speak of the disintegration of the 
colonial system w e indude in this process the events that 
have developed in countries like India Burma Indonesia 
and Ceylon— the attainment of freedom by them. \Vhat 
IS happening today m the Middle East'> It is not merely 
the working dass the peasantry and the national hour 
geoisie but even some elements from amongst the feudal 
dasses are found taking a stand against the imperialists. 
This is an entirely new phenomenon For example there 
IS the dismissal of Glubb by the king of Jordan. 

The struggle for defence of peace and against military 
biocs that IS developing in the countries of the east is an 
essential and vital part of these freedom struggles itself- 
By the waging of this struggle, these countries strengthen 
their national freedom. 

All this IS possible today because of the emergence of 
soaalism as a world force and the growth of the anti-im- 
pcrialist movement in the countries of the east It enables 
these countries to wage a far more determined and firm 
struggle against the drive of the imperialists towards a 
world war than at any time before It strengthens their 
independence The former colonial countries asserting 
freedom find pow erful support in the USSR and China. 

They have established diplomatic relations and economic 
relations with the socialist world because it is a facto- 
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uhich strengthens their own freedom. It makes them less 
dependent on the imperialists and leads to the deepening 
of the crisis of the imperialist system itself 
But we should not tbmk that it is only the socialist world 
tnat IS helping the colonial world to win its freedom This 
disintegration of the colonial world is itself a factor which 
benefits the socialist movement and socialist world '\Ve 
are helping the socialist world by what we are doing We 
are playing a great and increasingly more important role 
in humamty’s march towards soaalism 
Firstly, this disintegration of the colonial system wea- 
kens imperialism and thus weakens its capacity to under- 
take military adventures against the socialist world, it 
denies its manpower and resources with which it could un- 
dertake such adventures 

Secondly, it is not merely that we gam from the econo- 
mic relations with the socialist world because it helps us 
to rebuild our economy on the basts of development of 
heavy industries, but such economic relations help to 
strengthen their economy also 
Thirdly, and above all, the fact that a vast number of 
countries which were formeriy a part of the unperialist 
world are today defending their freedom and taking a 
stand in opposition to the imperialists — is a factor which 
directly helps the consolidation of the socialist world 
What the socialist world needs, above all, is peace 
But for the second world vrar, the economy of the Soviet 
Union would have been far more advanced than today 
And the fact that countries like India, Burma, Egypt and 
even Saudi Arabia are taking a stand against war and the 
preservation of peace is a factor of strength to the socialist 
world 

WTiat is the effect of the dismtegration of the colonial 
system on impenahsm’ That also has got to be seen The 
urge fcr nsltonal reccnstmctioa that has groivn in these 
countries and which results m their establishing relations 
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p£ friendship with the USSR further narrows down the 
area of unrestricted exploitation of the imperialist*: It 
makes it difficult for them to soUe the crisis of market at 
the cost of the colonial countries as they used to do in the 
past Inevitably this deepens thcir crisis 

Secondly this narrowing dow'n of the area of exploita- 
tion sharpens the conflict between the impcnahst powers 
themselves 

Tlurdly, it helps the working class in the imperialist 
countries to expose and isolate the worst reactionaries from 
among them. For example, the defeat suffered bj the 
French imperialists m Vietnam resulted in the sweeping 
decline of the prestige of their political leadership and it 
helped the working class to isolate the worst reactionaries 
in France 

Fourthly, it helps the moral isolation of the imperialists. 
In Britain, they point out India which was a colony 
takes today an independent stand on every issue while 
Britain allow*5 the US Imperialists to establish bases on its 
own soil ’ 

And finally it underlines the whole basis of eocial-demo- 
cracy and reformism in the imperialist countnes It was 
superprofits from the colomal countnes that formed the 
foundation of the growxh of reformism in many of the 
advanced impenalist countnes. Sections of the working 
class were bought over by them. Today it is becoming 
more and more difficult to do that and thereby the econo- 
mic basis of reformism is getting 100 *^ and more weak. If 
results m the sharpening of the conflict between the bour 
geoisie and the working class in the capitalist world 

What we have to see is that the breakup of colonialism 
and wmming of freedom by colonial countnes is of tremen- 
oous importance which strengthens the socialist world, 
weakens impenaDsm, intensifies conflict between amp^nal- 
ist powers intensifies political and moral isolation of im- 
perialists and their agente tmdermmes the basis of reform- 
ism. 
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Thi tmcrgencc of soctaHsm as a world system and the 
di«inttt;ration of colonial system — both proceeded side by 
s’dv and each process strengthened the other Both in 
their totality dcluercd heavy blows against the system 
of exploitation built up by imperialists 

Ke V prospects m ihe struggle ior peace hove dev eloped 
Tlie d-'stre for peace has gi\en rise to a vast movement 
embracing hundreds of millions of people A vast zone 
of peace has come into existence — the zone comprising so- 
cialist as well as nonsoetalist countries 

In this connection it is necessary to reassess a pheno- 
menon of the postwar years and that is the growth of the 
sentiment of neutrality The senltmenl of neutrality ts a 
sentiment which opposes alignment with all military alli- 
ancts A doctrinaire and dogmatic concept would be hks 
this Between forces of war and peace there can be no 
neutrality and so any country which takes a neutral stand 
objectively helps warmongers Many leaders of the com- 
munist movement suffered from this concept m the past 
But, m reality, what does that sentiment of neutrality 
express’ It is a sentiment for peace, which ^ants to keep 
out of the imperialist drive for war it may be that leaders 
who express these sentiments look upon both as power 
blocs it may be that subjectively the desire of some of 
them IS to condemn the Soviet Union But which is the 
country today that wants to establish war bases and L. 
go'ng ahead towards war’ It is not the Soviet Union it is 
the UK and the USA Neutrality expresses the sentiment 
of the masses for maintenance of their national freedom 

Today a vast zone of peace has come into existence com- 
pcl<;i''g of the socialist world as well as a number of coun- 
tries which declare nonpartlapation in military blocs as 
the basis of their foreign policy India Burma some Arab 
countries, and even some European countries are more and 
more taking to this path 

A decisive factor m the battle for peace is the growing 
military strength of the Soviet Union Not merely the 
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mass of people but powerful states headed by the USSP 
and China stand for peace and actively fight for peace 
Their strength grows every day, making resort to war an 
extremely dangerous adventure for the imperialists. 

All these factors, together with the growth of communist 
and workingclass parties, the strength of the movement 
for peace, brought about a situation which made the CPSU 
consider it necessary to modify the Marxist formulations 
wnth regard to the inevitability of war 

It was said at the same tune that the economic causes of 
war remain and as such the possibility of world war also 
remains With the colonies going out of imperialist orbit, 
with the area of exploitation getting shrunk, the desire of 
imperialists to launch a war against the socialist world 
certainly does not decrease, but mcreases The law of un- 
even de\elopment of the capitalist system gives nse to 
rivalries So both the causes of world Avar and mter-im- 
penalist war operate 

At the same time, as has been pointed out, while the 
danger of war remains— it remains so long as these cond'- 
tions reraam — the counteracting forces are very strong and 
are continuously grownng In this situation it is possible 
to prevent war 

Today there are mighty social and political forces pos- 
sessing formidable means to prevent the imperialists from 
unleashing war. and if they actually try to start it, to gue 
a smashing rebuff to the aggressors and frustrate their ad- 
\enturist plans’ (Report of the 20th Congress) 

After pointing out the problem of markets the report 
Ea>s "all this means, the struggle for market is becoming 
sharp in the imperialist camp’ Therefore the conflicts 
inside the imperialist camp continue to sharpen But that 
does not mean that war betw een them is an immediate 
possibility A situation may arise in future when such a 
danger grows real and imminent But by the time such a 
danger arises it is quite likely that those forces which are 
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operating against war ’viU become so strong that even if 
they are no. able to bring about an end of the capitalist 
sj'stem, would be powerful enough to prevent a w’ar from 
breaking out 

It must be understood that this thesis about war not be- 
ing inevitable is not just an abstract formulation based on 
a mathematical study of factors for and against The thesis 
IS bo’-ne out of practical expenence in the struggle against 
war 

As you know, after the end of the war, wnthin a year or 
two once again the mfemational situation deteriorated and 
tension was created The practical steps taken by the 
Soviet Union, together wnth other factors, have brought 
about a radical change m the situation despite all the at- 
tempts of the imperialists to aggravate international ten- 
sion The Geneva conference, if you look at it from the 
point of view of 'practical’ results, may not appear to have 
many achievements, but it succeeded m creating a certain 
atmosphere and reduong international tension A new 
«pint was tom out of this conference on the basis of which 
further successes could be achieved This itself was a big 
practical achievement The forces working for peace to- 
day could confidently say that war is not inevitable though 
the danger always remains, and this thesis has a tremend- 
ous practical importance It arms the forces of peace with 
confidence m victory It helps to broaden the sweep of 
the peace movement 

Then the 20(h congress also made a concrete analysis of 
the capitalist system. That analysis is there I do not 
thmk that it is necessary to elaborate that But one thing 
that IS very pointedly brought out at the 20th congress is 
the contradictory processes that are at work This had 
become necessary because of the oversimplified under- 
standing of the economic crisis of the capitabst system that 
had grown m the past m many communist parties through- 
out the world This had two evil effects 

In the Soviet Umon many technicians and economists 
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arguing on the basis that capitalism has declined came to 
the %vrong conclusion that no technologiciil advance was 
possible m capitalist countnes But even m this period 
technological advance was being registered m some capi 
talist countries m certain spheres The capitalists faced 
wnth a shrinking market were trjing to rneet the neu 
situation by improving the technique of production This 
was not seen by many and they did not study sufficiently 
the advance of technology that was being n^ade in America. 
This to some extent harmed the progress of Soviet industry 
Also in capitalist countries predictions w'ere made about 
the time and nature of the impending crisis which proved 
incorrect Our understanding at Madurai was also based 
on this absolute decline of capitalist production and an 
oversimplified estimation of the economic cnsis In the 
20ih congress it was necessary to reexainine this under 
standing It is not only necessary for the communist partj 
to study crisis in general but also a particular cnsis m 
concrete m each country and not to minimise the contra 
dictory processes 

At the same time while keepmg all this in mind the 
communists must also see the general direction in which 
capitalist economy is moving — -the direction of new social 
and economic upheavals Either an oversimplified under 
standing of the crisis or belief in capitalist prosperity is 
wrong We have to study the day to day developments 
that are taking place without at the same tune losing sight 
of the direction m which the capitalist economy is moving 
— new upheavals Only then will we be not taken by sur- 
prise 

The CPSU congress also proclaimed the possibility of 
peaceful transition to socialism It held that because of 
the new international situation when the balance has 
•'hifted in favour of the forces of sQcialisrn, because of the 
massive achievements of socialism m the USSR and other 
countries m every sphere which are havuifi a powerful m 
fluence on the masses of the people because of the growth 
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of the ideas of socialisin all over the world and because 
strong communist parties have come into existence in man\ 
countries — such a peaceful transition is a possibQity m 
several countries 

The concrete examples that were given at the congress 
in which peaceful transition has taken place were the East 
European countries and China It ivas stated that in these 
countries the transition to socialism was effected in a 
peaceful way We all know what happened in the East 
European countnes The old state apparatus brol e down 
during the second world war itself under the blows of the 
Red Army as well as of the patnotic forces And after the 
defeat of Hitler, new coalition governments came into 
power They were in the nature of peoples democratic 
governments of the first stage which carried out the bour- 
geois-democratic tasks and which included the bourgeoisie 
also In the second stage the transition to peoples demo- 
cracy of the second stage took place and it is now m essence 
the dictatorship of the proletariat effected without violence 
and bloodshed Same things are happening in China also 
—prolonged civil war m the first stage peaceful transition 
to socialism in the second stage 
These were the only examples before us The question 
that would naturally be asked is Is this all that is meant 
bj what the congress stated? If so, what is new m this’ 

If you take Khrushchov s report this is what he states 
ITie winning of a stable parliamentary majority backed 
a mass revolutionary movement of the proletariat and 
of all the working people could create for the working 
class of a number of capitalist and former colonial coun 
tries the conditions needed to secure fundamental social 
changes 

In the countries where capitalism is still 'trong and has 
a huge military and police apparatus at its disposal the 
reactionary forces will of course inevitably offer serious 
resistance There the transition to socialism will be at 
tended by a sharp class revolutionary struggle 
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Whatever the form of transition to «;ociallsm, the deci- 
iivo and mdispensaWe factor is the pohtical leadership of 
the Morking class headed by its vanguard Without this 
there can be no transition to socialism." 

The question may he raised In which countrit'> is 
peaceful transition possible"* In countries where capital- 
ism IS still strong and has huge military and police appa- 
ratus at its disposal, the reactionary forces wnll, of course, 
offer serious resistance Which are these capitalist coun- 
tries’ Countries like France England Italy — m all these 
countries capitalism is still strong and has got a military 
force far more powerful than what existed before the last 
war England has the biggest standing army in the world 
compared to the size of its population 

Here capitalism is strong and a powerful military appa- 
ratus is at Its disposal Same m France and Italy Is it 
that these countries are excluded from this category’ If so, 
which capitalist countries are meant’ If you try to under- 
stand this thing literally, then the discussion that will start 
will be of an abstract nature What has got to be seen is 
the significance of this proposition. For that I would like 
to take you back a little 

You remember the proposition made by Engels m The 
Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State, where 
he refers to universal suffrage and says that universal 
suffrage is the gauge of the matunty of the working class 
On the day the thermometer of universal suffrage re- 
gisters boiling point among the workers, both they and the 
"apitalists will know what to do ’ That is, if a stage comes 
when this universal suffrage threatens the capitalist order 
itself then capitalists and the working class will know 
what to do Then prolonged struggle for power begins 
which inevitably takes the form of civil war or violence 
Why was this issue posed in this way’ Because it was 
leali'ed that the ruling classes with the state apparatus 
military and police at their disposal are not going to de- 
part from the scene merely because they have not the 
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hacking of tho majonty of the people On the contrary, 
they are going to use this force against msfoniy of the 
people uho have declared themselves against the ruling 
class That is uhy universal suffrage could not enable the 
working class to bring about fundamental transformations 
As you know while being m complete agreement with 
this proposition, Marx visualised the possibility of peace- 
ful transformation to socialism in some countries for exam- 
ple, in a country like Britain Lenin pointed out that this 
was possible in those days because in Britain there did not 
exist a huge military and bureaucratic apparatus So, when 
we talked of impossibility of socialism being achieved ex- 
cept by violence means, we did not mean thereby that it is 
theoretically impossible for the party of the tsorking class 
to get the support of the majority of the working people 
^Vhat we stressed was that even if it happens that despite 
the existence of bourgeoisie, bourgeois control over press, 
etc, working class and its party manages to get a majority 
of the people on its side then the ruling classes will force 
Civil war on the people Siahn reemphasised this thesis. At 
the same tune he stated that if in the remote future it so 
happens that capitalist encirclement is replaced by socialist 
encirclement, then it is possible that in some countries 
transformation will take place in a peaceful way This is 
how Marxists looked at the matter 
Now’ the question is being posed anew Here, on the 
question whether peaceful transformation to socialism is 
possible or not, there are two distinct questions involved 
The first question is Is it possible for the working class 
and its party to secure a stable parliamentary majority’ 

To this question the 20th party congress replies m the affir- 
mative It says It is possible, for the factors already poin- 
ted out, i e the growUh of ideas of socialism, disintegration 
of colonial system, the political and moral bankruptcy of the 
capitalist class, the deepening crisis of capitalism and the 
strength of the communist parties It is possible through 
a mass revolutionary movement to achieve parliamentary 
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majonlj backed by a broad movement to bring about such 
a situation when VTOrking class and its allies can come to 
government Will this alone make peaceful transformation 
poss ble’ If capitalism is still strong — not merely econo- 
mically but politically and morally also if capitalist sys 
tern has got the support of big sections of people if it re 
tains such control over the state apparatus as to be able tr 
use it against the parliament then violent revolution is m 
evntible 

'V.*' all know what happened in Spain A democratic go 
vemment came to power through elections but the rea^^ 
tionary classes not only remained powerful but also re 
tamed effective control over the armed forces And when 
the government tned to introduce certain reforms they 
used the armed forces against it A bloody civil war 
lowed which ultimately led to a fascist dictatorship 
Must such civil wars necessarily take place today’ No 
If the working class heading the people is able to develop a 
powerful mass movement and secures a parliamentary 
majority if the position of the reactionaries in the stat'* 
apparatus is weakened through a senes of measures and 
through extension of democratic rights for the oeople I 
reaction is unable to secure a sufficiently broad mass base 
for its counterrevolutionary activity — if all tins happens 
wh ch IS quite a possibility m the new situation — ^then it 
‘s quite possible that fundamental changes will be effected 
in a more or less peaceful way 

And this IS a possibility not merely for France and Eng 
land but which is there even m a country like India oi 
Indonesia In these countries m certam circumstances the 
transition to the first stage of people s democracy may also 
be effected in a peaceful way — without civil war Obvi 
ously as has been pomted out here 'Whatever the form 
of transit on to socialism the decisive and indispensable 
factor is the political leadership of the working class 
headed by its vanguard \titnout this there can be no 
transition to 'ociahsm 
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In a country like Indonesia for example, uhere there is 
1 powerful communist party which has won nearly one- 
founh at the electorate allied with progressive elements, 
t IS possible for them to create conditions for going for- 
ward still further There will be a series of mass strug- 
gles which will lead to a series of crises but these crises 
need not burst out m a civil war 

One may say that this is a theoretical possibility But 
where is the necessity of stating this’ It is necessary be- 
cause from this certain practical tasks follow If such 
transition is a possibility then the communist party in 
every country staves to turn this into a reality Today 
w hen the mass of people desire socialist transformation but 
do not desire civil war. this is an imperative duty of the 
communist party 

But from this c*.rtain tasks follow And one of the 
most important of these tasks is the struggle for the streng- 
thening of democracy in every sphere We have to fight 
against the arbitrary powers which the police and bureau- 
uracy enjoy and strive to curb them We have to fight 
for the democratisation of the state apparatus and the 
removal from it of the most reactionary elements We 
have to fight for the extension of the rights and powers 
of the people s elected organs — ^panebayats district boards, 
etc 

Here you will see how the French Communist Party in 
its resolution has posed the problem It has stated that 
• the transition to socialism by the parliamentary path 
cannot on the other hand be envisaged except through 
immediate and constant struggle for the defence and 
enlargement of democratic liberties 

Fight for the extension of democracy the fight for the 
curbing of the power of the police and bureaucracy and to 
increase the power and rights of the elected organs is 
essential for the peaceful transition to socialism. The 
greafer AVe Afc? gmeter 

Tnis is a major practical task which follows from th s 
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The question therefore is not Which countries can have 
socialism peacefully”’ The question is What conditioti!* 
must be created in order to effect such a transition’ The 
former question would lead to endless discussions of an 
academic nature — discussion about the difference between 
one country and another The latter question would lead 
to practical activity which can create the necessary condi- 
tions 

How is this different from reformism’ It is different 
from reformism in various ways 1 will tell you three 
mam thmgs One is it has been stated that a parliament- 
ary majority backed by mass reyolutionary moucment led 
by the working class — without this, it is not possible 
Secondly, the leadership of the working class is essential 
Thirdly, the reformists state that formal democracy-^ 
existence of the parliamentary system, universal suffrage 
by which people can choose their representatives once in 
a few years— IS alone enough to enable us to go over to 
socialism. Marxism states that this formal democracy is 
not enough Unless there is real existence of democracy, 
that is, if the police and bureaucracy retain their arbitrary 
power, if the armed forces are not democratised if the 
local elected organs have no power, then with all this, 
umversal suffrage does not enable you to go forward to 
soaalism. Reformists in the capitalist countries say that 
merely by the parliaraentary method we shall change over 
to soaalism. 

Marxists on the contrary, even today say that formal 
democracy is not enough and that real democracy is need- 
ed A sustamed struggle for extension of democracy will 
have to be earned on On our success m this struggle wiU 
depend the possibility of peaceful transition 

This thesis of peaceful transition to socialism is a big 
weapon m our hands It enables us to heal the split m 
the socialist movement. It enables us to forge links with 
«oaalists who sincerely desire soaalism but abhor avil 
war It enables us to fight the propaganda of the hour- 
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geoisie It enables us to bring to the forefront the enor- 
mous significance of the struggle for democracy 
The 20th congress has stated that in peaceful coexistence, 
socialism wll win We are confident because socialism is 
superior The statement that war is not fatalistically in- 
evitable, that peaceful transition to socialism is possible — 
what does all this indicate’ It shows that world socialism 
had advanced to a new stage It is bom out of the tre- 
mendous conlidence m the victories that we have already 
won The future belongs to us 
When the 20th congress met, the world movement for 
peace for national freedom and democracy, and for so- 
cialism had advanced to a new stage Here certam old 
concepts were acting as obstacles in the path of further 
development of the movement The 20th congress re- 
places these old concepts by new concepts that corres- 
pond to the new histone situation and enable the move- 
ment to acquire greater speed than ever before 


Now I will take up the next question— the most diffi- 
cult question — the question of Stalm and the cult of the 
individual This phrase, 'cult of the individual', what does 
it exactly mean’ Let us take that first 

For c Lostmff Peace For a People’s Democracy' of 30 
March gave the definition of the cult of the individual as 
' inordinately exalting individual persons investing them 
with supernatural traits and qualities imputing all but 
miraculous powers to them and kowtowing to them ’ It 
IS an incorrect conception, alien to the spirit of Marxism- 
I enmism. The mistake lies not in recognising the talents 
of a leader but in ascribing to him supernatural powers 
and infallibility 

After the 20th congress a number of questions have come 
to #A«? iTTi'Jid jwa? Wksi sbiN.'i ths semin- 

Lution of Stalin to the development of Marxism Leninism’ 
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^Vhat about his role in building socialism and fighting 
against right and left deviations'^ Why is it that there Nvas 
no reference to it in the 20th congress’ These questions 
came to m> mind also 

Secondly, what were the other leaders doing all these 
days’ What role did they play in fostering or combating 
the cult of the individual’ 

Thirdly, what made it possible for such things to con- 
tmue for such a long time’ 

I cannot answer all these questions There can be no 
dispute about the tremendous positive role of Stalin in 
enriching Marxism, m building socialism in the USSR, m 
fighting against right and left deviations, m guidmg the 
international communist movement I think that if the 
20ih congress report itself had made a statement about 
the positi\ e ach evements of Stalin, then much of the con- 
fusion that has arisen would have been avoided This was 
subsequently done in the Pravda editonaL 

But as regards the second and third question, I have 
no satisfactory replies to give What replies have been 
given have not satisfied me 

Instead of debating these issues, let us see the whole 
dung dispassionately 

D d the cult of personality develop m the USSR or not’ 
I have no doubt it did develop We also know that it was 
primarily in relation to Stalin. 

Did Stalm himself play a role in the development of 
this’ About this a number of instances have been given, 
e g the biography of Stalm It is very evident that the 
book IS permeated through and through with the cult of 
the individual ascribing to Stalm miraculous powers. 

While Stalm, in a general way, very often criticised ex- 
rtltation of indiv duals as being alien to thi; spmt of ’Marx- 
ism-Leninism, the concrete form which it was taking m 
the So/ict Union in relation to him m the latter period of 
1 IS life he did not combat, but, on the olh^r hand, encour- 
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aged It. I know on an issue like this, it is very difficult to 
be very objective At the same time, it is necessary to do 
^o because, what has happened is a major event not only 
in the life of the CPSU, but in the life of all communist 
parties 

I hope you have got the statement that has appeared in 
New Age, made by the Chinese party That document deals 
’vith the question m a more satisfactory and m a more 
elaborate uay than I have seen so far anywhere All 
comrades should read that articles 

We should imderstand that what is today being criticised 
IS not merely Stalin What Is being criticised is the whole 
method of leadership that had evolved in the CPSU over 
a certain period If Stahn is specifically mentioned, it is 
'o because he was the leader of the CC of the CPSU If 
v/e look at It as a mud>slingmg business, then we would 
not be able to see any further Let us look at the thing 
in a different way We must see the criticism m its pro- 
per perspective U is necessary to do so because today 
many of the bourgeois leaders say "What did we tell you^ 
Is this not what we told you all along’ ’ Some of our 
comrades also say that the whole moral basis on which 
they stood is shaken and there is nothmg on which to 
stand But let us see whether this is really so 

In the years since it was bom there have been mighty 
ach!e\ements of the Soviet Union m every sphere From 
a backward country it has been transformed in this period 
into one of the most advanced countries in the world and 
also a country with advanced agnculture In this very 
period there has been an enormous increase m the 
material and cultural standards of the Soviet people The 
USSR played an immense role in transformation of so- 
cialism into a world system, in brmging about the pre- 
sent situation when one third of humanity has taken to 
the path of soaalism. But for the USSR, the disinte- 
gration of colonial system could not have taken place But 
for the USSR, victory fn the antifascist war coufd not 
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have been won But ior the USSR there would be no 
peoples democracies What we have to see is first of all 
the mighty achievements of the USSR which are of pro 
found histone significance not only for the Soviet Union 
but for the whole humanity The mistakes have to be 
judged m the background of these achievements It would 
he no exaggeration to say that never in the history of 
humanity has so much been achieved in 40 years as in the 
USSR This IS the first fact that has to be recognised 
^Vhen we recogmse that all this could not have come 
itself then we will see that the basic line which has been 
pursued all these years is a correct line it is not only 
Stalin but the present leaders of the CPSU and the cen- 
tral committee too that have made this possible Thf* 
CPSU has been the party which has acted as a model for 
nternational communist movement and Stalm was the 
international leader of the communist movement Where 
V as the mtcmational communist movement thirty jears 
ago and where it is today we know That also is a tribute 
to Stalin and to the leaders of the international movement 
So the whole thing has to be viewed m the background of 
victories which have no parallel m history 

Contrast this with the achievements of other parties 
which throw mud at us For example the Labour Party 
in England It came to power several tunes and every 
time it paved the way for the victory of the tones Here in 
India we have the Congress in power which received th^ 
support of overwhelming majontir of the pieoplc before 
1947 Wilhm three or four years people began cursing 
the Congress Did the Labour Party or the Congress ever 
think It necessary to come before the people and sa> to 
them that these were the mistakes the> committed’ Par 
ties which have not got achievements of even one-millionth 
part of those of the CPSU come and say todaj that tb<» 
CPSU has been committing mistake after mistake And 
man> of our comrades aUo are unfortunatelj taken in by 
that, \Vhat we have to say is See where the world stood 
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40jc«rsaqo m 1917 and todn%' And this js becau«c f;rst 
and foremost of the October revolution and the Soviet 
Union 

\\'hat V.C have to see is that the Soviet Union was faced 
with an cxcLptionally difficult job In all other states, 
all o*h{r parties that came to power had before them onlj 
one tavk — perpetuate thitr own rule Hero It was a ques- 
tion of bringing about a tramformatjon of a t>pe that has 
never been attempted In history and together with that 
create the conditions for transition to a still higher form 
of society There was no previous precedent by which tl 
could he guided A counlrj launched on a new path an 
uncharted path, beset with enemies outside and inside— it 
was in this situation that the Soviet Union found itself 
Tt was Inevitable that in such a situation mistakes would 
be committed even mistakes of a serious character It ls 
inevitable because something new is being attempted Not 
replacement of one class rule by another only, but simult- 
aneously creating conditions for the total abolition of class 
rule Itself 

It is also inevitable that wrong theories would be pro- 
pounded again and again And we have got to go forward 
b> correcting them from time to time But it is not enougn 
to see this it is necessary to realise also that these mistakes 
should be as few* as possible and they should be rectified 
as quickly as possible If we do not see this then we 
would not be doing justice to the masses of our country, 
the proletariat of our country to the cause of world so- 
oalism itself 

It is precisely this recognition and speedy correction of 
mistakes that was prevented by the cult of personality 
Herein we have to see the harm done by the development 
of cult of personality That Is If powers to do miracle are 
escribed to certain persons if they are looked upon as in- 
fallible then inevitably the tendency would ibe to okay 
everything these persons say or do and therefore, mistakes 
would accentuate and get perpetuated That is, a speedy 
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correction becomes difficult if the cult of personality cx 
ists 

Mistakes often get committed because of the nature of 
the situation, because of the complexity of the tasks, but 
those mistakes fail to get corrected, they pile up and lead 
to new mistakes if the cult of personality grows. It is in 
this context that the cnliasm has to be understood. 

The sharp criticism is not with a view to discredit Stalm- 
I did not meet any person m the USSR who m any w'ay 
minimised the immensity of the achievements of this 
reriod and also the fact that Stabn's was the outstanding 
role m this But they say that mistakes were committed 
and they were not speedily corrected because of the cult 
of personality, the belief that a particular individual is 
infallible, a belief which Stalin himself gradually came to 
foster Collective leadership cannot come into existence 
only by regular meetings No one should consider himself 
to be mlallible— this is the precondition for collective fun- 
ctioning Because collective leadership presupposes re- 
adiness to understand each other and correct one sown 
mistakes 

If the cult of personality grow^, gradually mnerparty 
democracy comes to an end, collective functioning ceases, 
even regular meetmgs do not take place, the party fails to 
assess its work objectively and learn from its mistakes. 

Therefore let us first recognise the immensity of the 
achievements and the tasks see that mistakes were com- 
mitted in the execution of these tasks, and that these 
mistakes did not get corrected because of the cult of per- 
sonality, which resulted m the contmuation of old and 
commission of new mistakes All this did serious damage 
to the party and the movement. 

Comrades would like to know what kmd of damage has 
been done due to this. 

1 shall not be able to deal with it m detail, but I would 
like to mention certam facts For example, regarding 
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asncuUuro, it has been stated that a serious situation deve- 
loped in agriculture btcause of certain policies which were 
later rectified after Khrushchovs report made in Septem- 
ber Vou will see the rectification that was made Then 
it was pointed out that mistakes were committed with re- 
gard to Yugoslavia Further there was lack of vigilance 
about the attack of Hitlers Germany 

But I want to deal with another and a more vital ques- 
tion. That question is the position of the security services 
and the question of Bena It has been stated that the 
security services abused their power, that they grew Into 
’a state within the state and that certain excesses were 
done 

Class struggle as w e all know leads to the overthrow of 
capltahsnx It does not cease after the bourgeoisie has been 
oicrthro\vn Dictatorship of the proletariat is a deter- 
mined war waged by the proletariat against an enemy who 
has been overthrown but not yet destroyed who is not in 
power but still very powerful The question arises — what 
happens after the abolition of classes? As you know, by 
about 1934 m the Soviet Union hostile classes came to be 
eliminated- The big capitalists hod been eliminated long 
ago and by 1934 the kulaks also had ceased to exist as a 
class. The question was whether there wuld be class 
^struggle even after this It was correctly pointed out by 
Stalin that there was the capitalist encirclement and there 
were elements from among hostile classes and degenerates 
who act as agents of impcnalism outside. Therefore we 
cannot say that class struggle had ended Vigilance had 
to be exercised so that the enemies of the working class 
do not take advantage of the situation. Capitalism con- 
tinues to survive in the minds of men for a long penod 
end sustained struggle had to be waged to eliminate it. 
But the concept that class struggle becomes more and 
more intensified as the socialut soaety grows stronger and 
stronger — this was a wong and dangerous concept It 
led to the tendency to brand as enemies of the people’ 
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even those %Vho were only politically wrong or who poliU- 
cally differed It led to Ktcessive reliance on secunty 
services and underestimation of the fact that the socialist 
society, as it grows develops the moral pmver to isolate 
and combat harmful trends and tendencies and educate 
elements from all sections 

The result was that the secunty forces came to occupy 
extraordmary powers and when a person like Beria took 
charge of these services excesses were committed Not 
merely enemies were made the target but action was 
taken against some others and they were persecuted 
Such a theory, and the practical measures that followed, 
created an atmosphere of suspicion and distrust in many 
spheres and prevented frank criticism and self criticism. 
Men like Beria took full advantage of the situation to 
creep into responsible posts and use them against the 
interest of the socialist society 
Beria had a shady past In the years of the avil war 
he war on the side of the bourgeois-nationalists in Trans- 
caucasia who wanted to overthrow the Soviet government. 
Ihe organisation was directly m touch with the imperi- 
alists financed and helped by them Subsequently certain 
persons who knew Bena in those days tried to expose him 
and Bena used his power in the state apparatus to liqui- 
date them One of the things which contributed to the 
growth of his power and one of the reasons for the ex- 
cesses — was this understanding about the intensification of 
class struggle under socialism 

From this it should not be taken to mean that all the 
tnals that took place m the Soviet Union were fabncated- 
Many of those who were punished were guilty But m 
several cases the purashment was excessive and al®o a 
number ol innocent people suffered This particula*’ 
theory about class struggle and the manner in which d 
was applfed and understood did damage to Soviet law and 
authority and there were \iolations of the rules laid do%vn 
by Soviet law 
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Doctnnairf'rrn prtw in5!de !h^ partj and the conccp* 
f?rtA\ that ctrtam ponons are to dpAclop lhcor> and others 
are merclj to apply it Initiative pot stifled This pre- 
vented the party from ivorkinp out a flexible policj on 
si.\rrfll issues 

Doctnnairi<m nffi'ctcd other parties too In 1924 Stalin 
made a well knowm speech where he stated that the Indian 
— bourgeoisie is split in two sections — one of which had 
alread> managed in the mam to come to agreement w th 
Imperialism. For a long time a discussion started inside our 
party on this — \\hich section’ Tlie fact is that it is an in 
correct statement It is bellcwed by events \et none of us 
even dared to say it Is wrong It was assumed that It cannot 
bv WTting because Statin has stated it This doctrlnainsm 
(yrevv not in one party but in many parties It was thought 
that it is the job of particular parties and of particular 
leaders to develop Marxism and others were merely to 
apply the theories A tendency developed to fit facts into 
pirticular theonts and when they did not fit in to denv 
the facts themselves 

In organisation also with the growih of the cull of per* 
■■onality mcthoiiv of per<onal leadership came into exist- 
ence ard started getting reproduced at the lower levels 
rWo This happened In manyr cases 

Again this method of personal leadership is a factor 
which prtvenls correct assessment of the situation and 
pooling together of experience and results In serious 
mistakes 

So it has been correctly pointed out that both in the 
lealm of theory and practice the growth of cult of per- 
'onalitj did serious damage One question may be asked 
\Vhy Stalm did this’ Was it that he vvas seeking some per 
sonal ends’ 

Every one with whom I have talked Is of the opinion 
that there was no trace of am personal interest as far as 
Stalin was concerned Evervlhing he did he did very 
sincerely believing that that v as in the best interests of 
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socialism, of the working class and of the revolution But 
he came to believe m his infallibility and so he began to 
thmk that he alone was right He developed the habit of 
distrustmg others The practice of constant consultation, 
of seeing his own mistakes declined The aun he set before 
himself was the strengthening of socialism and the revo- 
lution, but there itself, with the growth of cult of person- 
ality and with the belief in his own infallibility, he com- 
mitted mistakes and these mistakes did damage politically 
and theoretically 

All this, let me repeat again, should not be allowed to 
blur in any way the gigantic achievement of the USSR m 
e\ ery sphere, the immense advance registered by the world 
communist, movement and the outstanding role played by 
Stalin in all this To do that would mean to deny facts, to 
distort history 

At the same time, we must also recognise that senous 
mistakes were committed and but for these mistakes the 
achievements and the advance could have been still greater 
Today, with old methods of leadership abandoned and 
collective functioning restored, we can confidently looV. 
forward to such advance 

The leadership of the CPSU, by boldly declaring ideolo- 
gical war against the cult of personality and by laying bare 
the damage it has done, has rendered great service to the 
So\ let people, to the people’s democracies and to the entire 
international communist movement Whatever cntiasm v.e 
may make of the speafic manner m which this was done, 
the fact remains that the job had to be undertaken IVhat- 
e%er temporary confusion it may ha\e created, in the long 
run it wnll be of great help to all communist parties 

Many of us may be critical of the way in which certain 
things were done But we must not permit a spirit of 
cjTucism to develop in relation to the USSR and the CPSU 
That would be fatal for our mo\ement I-et us remember 
what the bourgeoisie had hoped for when Stalm died The^ 
had thought that the CPSU would go to pieces Not only 
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that has nol happened, but the present leadership has fully 
demonstrated its capacity in deeds The success which its 
P"ace policy has attained Is there The security services 
ha\e been deprued of their extraordinary power. Collec- 
tive ladcrship has Ijcen restored Big advance has been 
trade in raising the standard of life of the people Martjsm- 
Leninum has been creatively developed The CPSU re- 
mains the leading party of the international communist 
movement and its record shows it is worthy of the trust 
reposed in it by the Soviet people , 

Then in the organisational sphere certain other princi- 
ples have been laid down in the report which arc of value 
not only to the CPSU but to all parties 

It points out 'The mam thing in the party's work of 
organisation is work among the masscr-to influence the 
masses and rally them for the accomplishment of the eco- 
nomic and political (asks set by the party We must no 
longer tolerate a situation when workers of the party 
apparatus, instead of being daily amidst the masses, con- 
fine themselves to (heir offices, produce reams of resolu- 
tions while life passes them by 

This is equally true of many other parties, particularly 
of our party Here another thing I will read out "Unfor- 
tunately, in many party organisations we still find the 
absurd juxtaposition of party political work and economic 
activity We come across party leaders who hold that 
party work is one thing and economic and government 
work quite another These 'leaders' even complain that 
they are being diverted from socalled pure party work 
and are made to *!tudy economics, technology and agronomy, 
to study production " 

What is the significance of this for us’ Every party Is 
faced with the same problem— not only parties in power 
a kind of divergence between party work and mass woirh 
has grown m many parties As know, vt ts UKere vn. ouc 
party to a considerable extent 
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Then, "Many party organisations are oblivious of tbe 
party pnnciple that, together ^ith proper utilisation of old 
cadres, young people who have proved their mettle in 
practical work should be boldly promoted to leading posts ’ 
This is another vice which is found not only in the CPSU — 
IS this not there in our party’ 

Again, "Despite this progress in disseminating know- 
ledge of Marxism-Leninism, the position m respect to 
ideological work is still unsatisfactory The main short- 
coming at present is that it is largely divorced from the 
practice of communist construction " Divorce between 
ideological work and practical problems is a common fail- 
ing of all communist parties but is especially found in our 
party 

The 20th congress of the CPSU is a landmark in the his- 
tory oi the international communist movement On the 
basis of mighty victories it showed the way to still greater 
victories Eschewing all dogmatism and doctnnairi'm, it 
tackled the current problems in a bold way, creatively 
developing Marxism-Leninism. It has shown what possi- 
bilities have opened out and how these can be realised for 
uniting all patriotic, democratic and socialist elements in 
every country for advance in every sphere, for nevv suc- 
cesses, for the cause of the people and the working class. 
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1 IsDu Upholds tiir Cst/st or Nstional 
Frefdom, peace and ASIAN Unity 

The period wc are passing through is rich with events of 
UYirld histone Importance The breach that was made m 
the sj’stcm of world imperialism by the October revolution 
v.as further wdened. after the victory over the forces of 
fascism, fay the ending of capitalist rule In the countries 
of Eastern Europe, fay the emergence of the Chinese Peo- 
ple’s Republic by the formation of the Democratic Repub- 
lic of Korea and Vietnam The emergence of socialism 
from uithln the bounds of a single country and its trans 
formation Into a uorld system, the growing consolidation 
and unity of the socialist world, exercise povN erful influence 
on the entire course of world de\eIopmcnts The balance 
of forces has decisively shifted in favour of the camp of 
soaahsm and democracy Due to the massive achievements 
of the socialist world and its growing contrast with the 
world of capitalism, the ideas of socialism are gaming sup 
port in every country among ever broader sections of the 
people 

Tlie great victories and the phenomenal advance of the 
national-liberation movement in the colonial and semi- 
colonial countries have delivered shattering blows against 
the Imperialist colonial system, which is rapidly disinte- 
grating Countries of the former colonial world, which 
have shaken off unperialist rule and taken to the path of 
independent development, find ui the socialist world a Arm 
ally in the struggle for defence of freedom and peace Th^ 
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find m the soaalist world market a powerful means to 
strengthen their national economy and nd themselves of 
dependence on imperialist powers This leads to the estab 
lishment of increasingly closer relations between the so 
cialist countries and the former colonial countries — a factor 
that further weakens the imperialist system 

These developments have considerably reduced the 
sphere of doimnation of the imperialist powers and deep 
ened the crisis of the capitalist system. They have accen- 
tuated all its contradictions In order to solve these con 
tradictions and overcome the crisis of their system, the 
most aggressive elements among the impenaUsts strive to 
suppress the working class, democratic and national libera 
tion movements, to reimpose their colonial rule on the peo 
pies of Asia under the garb of mihtaTy alliances and to 
win world supremacy by means of war They reject pro 
posals for the banning of atomic weapons They press 
forward with the rearmmg of Western Germany and pre 
vent the peaceful uiuhcation of the German people They 
are sabotaging the agreement for the unification of Vietnam. 
They are trying to whip up tension m several areas Sut 
the eSorts of the imperialists are suffermg defeat after 
defeat A number of countries, declarmg nonpartiapation 
in mihtary blocs as the principle of their foreign policy, 
are opposing the war-plans A vast zone of peace has 
come mto existence The bold and resolute measures taken 
by the socialist and peaceloving states m defence of peace, 
their growing umty and might, their positive steps m the 
direction of relaxmg tension, the peaceful role played by a 
number of nonsocialist countries headed by India, the 
pow erful growth of the democratic, workmgclass and peace 
movements, have not only repeatedly frustrated the plans 
of the warmongers but have led to the creation of a new 
atmosphere in international relations. The idea of peaceful 
coexistence, the principle of settlement of disputes between 
states by peaceful means, have won historic victories 

The danger of war remains and will require constant 
struggle on the part of the forces of peace But these for 
ces of peace hav'e already attamed immense strength and 
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arc rapidly growing stronger In this situation the possi 
biJitj has opened out of dcfcatuig the attempt to drag the 
world into war and of ensuring lasting peace It is this 
possibility and the confidence bom out of it that mo\es 
the partisans of peace in all countries to stride to build the 
broadest unity of all forces, parties and organisations oppos 
ed to WTir. for more resolute struggle for further relaxation 
of tension and for establishment of relations of friendship 
between states 

The Communist Parti India had w-amed that India’s 
newlj won Independence and soeereignty would be threat 
cned b> the imperialist powers who were bent on subju 
gating Independent nations In pursuit of their dnve for 
war and colonial conquests 

The party had warned that the NATO and other military 
pacts of Arncrican imperialism w*ith European powers were 
not only dirccteel against the USSR but constituted a 
menace to the independence and freedom of all nations, in 
eluding the nations of Asia It had declared that not 
withstanding Britain’s pretended friendship with India and 
India s connection with the British commonwealth Britain 
which is one of the chief colonial powers would do every 
thing to undermine Indian independence From the begin 
ning therefore It had demanded a foreign policy free from 
British Influence, a policy based on friendship among all 
nations a policy of peace and opposition to colonial con 
quests and war The party had repeatedly stated that only 
by pursuing a consistent policj of opposition to imperial 
ism and war, could India’s interests be protected and her 
independence strengthened 

The > ears that have passed and the shifts that hav e taken 
place m the governments foreign policy have vindicated 
the line of the party Under the stress of the war danger, 
of unperialist pressure agamst Indian independence, and in 
the background of the increasing strength of the forces of 
peace and democracy in the country and the world, the 
gov emment of India has moved more and more against im 
penalist powers and openly diampioned the cause of world 
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peace Asian independence and solidarity, and Indian free 
dom. 

Jn this worldwide battle against the menace of war, 
against military pacts, for the establishment of relations 
of peace, for the banmng of weapons of mass destruction 
the republic of India in. recent years has played an increas 
ingly important role, a role that has heightened India’s 
international prestige and e\oked m every patriotic Indian 
a sense of national pride This role has won India the 
friendship and respect of peaceloving states and forces It 
has heightened the isolation of the imperialists, strengthen- 
ed the resistance of the countries of Asia to imperialist 
pressure The emergence of India as a sovereign and inde 
pendent republic upholding the cause of peace and freedom 
is a factor of profound significance in the presentday world 
Of historic importance was the Nehru-Chou dedaration 
of 23 June 1654 which enunciated the panchshila The 
five principles that should guide all countries in their 
mutual relations have since then been accepted by the 
USSR and by a number of countries and have exercised 
great influence on "the whole world. 

The Bandung conference, of which India was one of the 
chief sponsors, became a rally for Asian Afncan solidarity 
and against colonialism and dealt a powerful blow m 
defence of peace 

The friendship between the Indian and Soviet peoples 
which was strengthened by the warm welcome accordea 
to prime minister Nehru when he visited the USSR, the 
friendship which found unforgettable manifestations during 
the visit of "N A 'Bulganin and N S Khrushchov to 
India IS a most important factor for world peace This 
friendship and the agreements that have followed from 
them set a model before the whole world of the relation 
ship that can be established between states wnth different 
political systems 

The new relationship between India on the one hand 
and the socialist world headed by the USSR and China 
on the other, is not merely a factor that strengthens world 
peace It is also an important means to strengthen India s 
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ott-n position m world affairs, to stn?nglhen India’s freedom 
and economy— as can be seen from the declarations made 
bi the leaders of the USSR on Kashmir and Goa and from 
the economic agreements that India has concluded with 
the USSR and other socialist countries 
The Communist Party which has been fighting for a 
consistent policy of peace and for friendly relations with 
peaceloving stales, welcomes and supports these achieve 
ments and will continuously strive to rouse and unite the 
people to carry them forward 
The policy of peace is a genuine national policj’, an anti 
impenalist policy which conttnves and carries fonvard 
the traditions of our democratic movement Hence it is 
that the struggle for such a policy provides the basis for 
broad unity embracing eveiy* class and everj* sections of 
our people that desires to heighten India’s world prestige 
and consolidate her freedom. In India and m many coun 
tries of Asia, the struggle for peace is getting linked wnth 
the struggle for defence of freedom, for Asian unity, against 
the pressure of imperialist warmongers who have banded 
themselves together m war pacts The struggle for peace 
Is tremendously strengthening the struggle against the 
whole imperialist camp Further, the coming together of 
masses of different parties in the common struggle for 
defence of peace and freedom, for Asian umty, for friend 
ship wnth the USSR and China, has strengthened the mass 
democratic movement and cictended its sweep The growth 
of mass struggles m defence of the immediate interests of 
the people, the growth of mass organ ‘■at ons end the streng- 
thening of the general democratic movement, have given 
added strength to the movement for peace Life itself has 
shoHTi how the struggles for peace and defence of national 
freedom, for democratic rights and vital interests of the 
masses are inseparably linked and strengthen each other 
Finding that India is not ready to toe their line the im 
penalist powers,* including Britam, have m recent years 
done everything to threaten htdia with encirclement and 
bfacfcmaif ft inter submissian IBe BagArfaii pact, m'nvA avs 
organised under the leadership of Britain, abates a serious 
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danger to India’s security The commonwealth countries 
— ^Australia, New Zealand and Britain which are members 
of the SEAIX) — encouraged Pakistan's claims on Kashmir 
at one of the sessions of the SEATO powers Britain inter 
venes on behalf of Portugal on the question of Goa and 
backs Portuguese occupation of Indian terntory Bntam and 
the commonwealth countries thus work against Indian 
interests notwithstanding the government of India’s claims 
about the benefits of the commonwealth connection 
The American imperialists follow a still more blatant Ime 
of mtervention agamst India and do everythmg to under 
mine India’s mdependence The US Pakistan military pact 
IS an open attempt to change the balance of arms in this 
area set Pakistan agamst India and create tension between 
the two countries It is an altc?mpt to make Asians fight 
Asians, and the proi ocative border incidents of recent days 
constitute a grave warning to the Indian people that impe 
riahst conspiracies are afoot against the freedom of India 
The formation of the SEATO of which Pakistan a 
member, the provocative support to Portugal on the ques- 
tion of Goa and Pakistan, on the question of Kashmir, con- 
stitute other menacmg steps taken by American imperial 
ists against India. 

The NATO, the SEATO and other nubtary pacts are 
designed to create armed camps around India and to put 
pressure on India to join the war bloc 
The Indian people cannot ignore these grave happenings 
The Communist Party of India draws the attention of the 
entire people to these and calls on them to unite and fight 
together this growmg menace 

The Communist Party of India welcomes the fact that 
government of India has seen this danger and is resistuig 
imperialist pressure and blackmail against India 

The unpenalist warmongers are suSermg fiasco after 
fiasco m their game of blackmailmg the Asian countries by 
their war blocs The gr o wi ng strength of the peace camp 
and solidarity of Asian countries for freedom and against 
war is inflicting blows on the wamiongers The recent elec 
tion results m Ceylon and the peace policy of its new gov 
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emment, the resistance of various West Aslan countries to 
war conspiracies, are sigmficant developments which show 
that it IS possible to defeat the imperialist conspiraaes and 
preserve and strengthen peace and freedom m Asia j 

The policy of peace pursued by the government of India 
helps the people of -the world to avoid the menace of 
another war and simultaneously curbs the enemies of Iifdian 
independence 

The Communist Party of India calls upon the people to 
exercise vigilance on the question of Kashmir and defeat 
the imperialist game of embroiling India and Pakistan in 
conflicts It is, therefore, urgent that the Kashmir pro- 
blem be settled peacefully through negotiations and the 
Commumst Party of India considers that both Inflia^^and 
Pakistan should settle the issue of Kashmir by taking"the 
present ceasefire line as the basis for demarcation of the 
boundaries, and should restore the traditional economic 
and trade relations of Kashmir as part of peaceful relatsdns 
between India and Palostan 

Although the present foreign poLcy of the government of 
India conforms to the mterests of the entire Indian people 
(mcluding the national bourgeoisie), important elements, 
including some m leading positions m the ruling party, are 
getting apprehenai^e-about tbe-unplications of such a policy 
While among the mass of congressmen the progressive 
orientation of the governments foreign policy has evoked 
great response, it is not without significance that some of 
the top leaders of the Congress seldom speak against the 
military pacts that menace Indian freedom, against the 
moves of the aggressive imperialists Some of them are 
striving for modification of the policy These elements are 
strengthened m their attitude by the refusal of the con- 
gress leadership to jom hands with other parties and orga 
nisations for a common movement for peace 
This makes it even more imperative that resolute efforts 
be made for the imtiation and building of a united national 
movement of all forces, parties and orgamsations. includ 
mg the Congress, to support and strengthen the peace 
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pobcy ol the government of India and for the defence of 
India’s freedom and security 
The situation also enhances the importance of vigilance 
and of a more active role than before in the building of 
such a movement, of the working class, peasantry and de 
mocratic masses in general and their organisations 

The cause of freedom, of Asian unity and peace demands 
the strengthemng of the struggle for break with Britisn 
commonwealth and severance of the political and mililarj 
relations which commonwealth membership Involves 
Membership of the commonwealth headed by Britam 
which is one of the chief enemies of world peace and of 
Asian and African peoples, which is striving to drown m 
blood the freedom struggle of the people of Cyprus i» 
inconsistent with India's present role m world politics 
with its policy of resistance to war, of building Asian soli 
darity, of support to nations fighting for freedom. Also 
commonwealth membership subjects our foreign policy to 
British imperialist influence as seen m the continued 
'transit facilities given to gurkha soldiers to Malaya, as 
also m the dependence on the imperialists for arms and 
equipment for our defence forces. 

The task of the Communist Party m relation to th** 
struggle for peace and the defence of national freedom 
IS to unite and mobilise the masses on the broadest po.. 
slble scale in nationwide campaigns 

(1) Against the danger of war. for the prohibition of 
atomic and other weapons of mass destruction and 
for disarmament 

(2) Against military pacts especially the SEATO and 
the Baghdad pact 

(3) For strengthening Asian solidarity and for a pact 
of collective peace for Asia and the Pacific region 

(4) For restoring to the People s Republic of China its 
legitimate rights m the United Nations, for streng 
thenmg the bonds of friendship and cooperation 
with the USSR and Chma m all fields — economic and 
cultural and on international issues on the basis of 
the panchshila 
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(5) For full support to the colomal peoples* struggles 
agamst imperialism 

(6) For effective measures for the liberation of Goa. 

{7J For improvement of relations with Pakistan, for 

settlement of outstanding issues through methods of 
peaceful and friendly negotiations for a no war 
pact, for reestablishing economic relations between 
India and Pakistan dislocated by partition, for 
removing all barriers that stand m the way of 
mutually beneficial relations between our two peo 
pies and for promotion of cultural and other activi 
ties which strengthen the bonds of brotherly rela 
tions between them 

(8) For break with British commonwealth 


2 JlfisuLTs OP Tiir (Jovew.-sisnt’s 
Ecovonhc and POLmCAL PoUCffiS 

In this world context of the emergence of socialism as 
a world system, which has broken the monopoly of impe- 
rialists in capital goods and technical knowhow and is 
prepared to share its experiences with the underdeveloped 
countries and to trade with them on terras of equality and 
mutual benefit in "the context of the is’eakening of the 
camp of imperialism with its colonial system dismtegrat 
mg bright possibilities of overcoming economic back 
wardness as well as the dependence on imperialists and of 
rapidly advancing along the path of an mdependent eco 
nomy ensuring industrialisation of the country and pros 
parity to the people have opened up before the Indian 
people But m order to fully realise these possibilities t 
IS essential to strengthen and unite the democratic forces 
inside our country in popular movements and mass strug 
gles against the legaaes of the past colonial regime and 
for correct policies in the interests of the people and the 
counfrj’ For thfs it is necessary to understand and ana 
lyse the internal policies of the go\emment and appraise 
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their actual elTect on our country and on the life of our 
people 

The imgatton projects that have been completed in 
the first five-year plan and the Sindri fertiliser factory 
have helped agricultural production Aided considerably by 
good monsoons, production of foodgrams and industrial raw 
miterials such as cotton and jute has registered on advance 
All these have been substantial gains to the nation Import 
of foodgrams cotton and jute has been considerably brought 
dowm, thus saving a substantial amount of our foreign ex 
change v 

Similarly the development of hydroelectric power has 
been an important gam It not only lays a power base for 
mdustrialisatioru but also would help the proper utilisation 
of subsoil w atcr for agricultural production in \ ast areas 
where no other iirigatlonal facilities arc available 
The community projects and national extension service 
(NES) by laying v dlagc roads, by diggmg wells and takuig 
up such schemes, have catered to certain elementary needs 
of the V illages which have been long neglected The distn 
button of fertiliser loans and other loans for improv ement of 
land m the areas under community projects has however 
benefited mainly the richer sections of the peasantry 
r.-.The increase m the production of cotton, jute and other 
industrial raw materials and the buildmg of a number of 
projects and other constructional activities by the gov 
ettisnent together with the policies pursued by the gov 
ernment have^lso resulted in increase of mdustrial pro 
duction whose index rose to 325 7 m 1955 wnth 195l as 
the base year 

All these gams for the nation however have not result 
ed m an all round strengthenmg of the national economy 
The standard of life for the vast majority of people con 
tinues to be low AU the economic features of a backward 
country contmue- •> 

The first plan did not result in the buildmg oX basic 
and heavy mdustries the basis of the industrialisation of 
the country Secondly, the mcrease in mdustnal produc 



fa/j/ja; Congresr Political Rtsolaiiotr 


533 


ticm has been brought about mainly by Increased utilis 
tien of installed capacities and not by any appreciable ex 
psDsion and development of capacities Even so, many 
of the industries continue to work below -their installed 
capacitj Thirdlj, the increase has taken place m the 
big industrial units at the cost of medium and small in 
dustnal units uhich continue to languish fourthly,, the 
plan has not resulted m improving the relative position of 
industry in our economy 

Jn the field of land relations the abolition pf statutory 
landlordism such as the zammdan and jagirdan systems 
has been carried out in most of the states Althou^li huge 
compensation has been paid fo the zamindars and large 
tracts of fertile land have been left m their hands, ihis 
measure has no doubt curbed the powers of these statutory 
landlords and restricted the old time feudal exploitation 
The first plan laid down certain broad lines of agrarian 
reforms These Included fixity of tenure for the tenants 
for a period of five years and reduction of rents payable 
them to the landlords to between 20 and 25 per cent 
of the gross produce and fixation of a ceding on landhold 
Ings The measures for the reduction of rents and for con 
femng rights of tenure are yet to be passed in a "number 
of States And even where they have been passed they 
contain serious loopholes and their implementation has 
been left to bureaucratic officials strongly linked with the 
landlords through innumerable ties with the result tha' 
these measures have not been implemented m vast areas 
N. The ceilings on landholdings have not been fixed m the 
majority of the states and even where they have been 
fixed the laws have been framed m such a way that very 
little land has been available for distribution. 

But even the talk of these reforms has led to mass evic 
tion of peasants m ivery state which has been connived 
at and at least m some cases encouragedj by the state 
governments m which Jandlord interests predominate 

The irrigation schemes have been accompanied by pro- 
hibitive betterment levies and water faxes ASi this to 
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gather with the fact that large sums of money have to be 
spent for converting dry lands mto wet lands, has led to 
the sale of lands by the peasants who cannot afford such 
prohibitive costs 

No steps have been taken to scale down the unconscion 
able debts of the peasants, which have gone on mounting 
Their misery has been further mcreased by sharp 
tuabons of pnces of their produce 

Experience has shown that the peasants cannot effective 
ly avail of the laws relating to rent reduction so long as 
complete security of tenure is not ensured Experience 
has also shown that the implementation of the existing 
agrarian laws depends essentially on the strength of the 
peasant movement and the unity of the peasantry 

As for the working class, it too fared badly under the 
plan The mcrease of production of mdustnes has been 
brought about by intensifying the rate of exploitation of 
the workmg class. Through schemes of rationalisation 
and mtensification of labour, productivity increased by 44 
per cent This led to a dedme m the number of \vork 
ers employed in lactones, and thousands of workers 
faced retrenchment .and unemployment. Although pro 
ductivrty of the employed workers mcreased by 4» per 
cent, their real wages have just touched the prewar level 

Moreover, in a number of factories, particularly u* 
medium and smallscale industries wageeuts have also been 
resorted to In the major mdustnes bonus has been cut 
down The fall In price of foodgrains was immediately 
accompanied by a cut m the dearness allowance of work 
ers 

The problem of mass unemployment has become acute 
all ov er the country — among workers as well as the middle 
class and artisans, m the cities as well as m villages. 

WfiiTe the condition of the masses has thus not register 
ed any appreaable improvement and has actuilly 
sened for vast sections of peasants agncultunil labourers 
workers and middle class monopoly capitalists have 
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reaped rich harvest out of the implementation of plan 
The profits of the monopolists — both Indian and British — 
haie gone on increasmg This can be seen in the fact 
that the profits of our industries increased from Rs. 318 
crore in 1950, the preplan year to Rs 511 crore m 1954, 
whereas m the same period the wage bill increased from 
Rs 193 to 207 crore only and the salaries bill from Rs 39 
to 42 crore only This meant that the share of the mono- 
polists m the net mcome from industrial production went 
up from 57 to 67 per cent, while that of the workers and 
employees declined from 43 to 33 per cent m the same 
period 

This process of mcreasing profit has contmued in the 
year 1955 

The price that the Indian people had to pay for this 
development has been a heavy one In addition to the 
sufferings of the peasantry due to violent fluctuations in 
price increased agricultural debts and usunous interests 
the increased worldoad on Ihe workers and attack on their 
working conditions and increased unemployment tax 
burdens on the people have gone on mounting year after 
year On the other hand direct taxes on the monopolists 
(income and corporate taxes) have declined in absolute 
terms in this very period when their profits have increas- 
ed enormously 

These results are not fortuitous They are the mevit 
able results of the policies that underlay the first five 
year plan. A government of the bourgeoisie and land 
lords in which the former is the leading force sought to 
develop capitalism In India But it sought to do so not by 
such radical agrarian reforms as would substantially re 
duce the burdens on peasants thereby ensuring a stable 
and expanding Internal market but by compromising with 
feudalism and by protecting landlords Hence it guaran 
teed huge compensation to zamindars and allowed them 
to keep large areas as selfcalUvated land It generally 
intervened and helped the landlords through its repres 
sive machinery and police to evict the tenants in the name 
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ol law and order Through all these and other measures like; 
the distribution of cherm<5al manure and irrigation facill 
ties^ it sought to modify feudal, relations and develop capi 
talism in agriculture 

Allocation of capital issue, raw material, trahsport, mi 
port and export licences, etc , was carried out by this gov- 
ernment m such, a v.ay as to benefit mainly the monopo 
lists J 

-"It sought to develop mduslnes not by attacking the posi 
tions of British capital but by placmg reliance on the mi 
penalists for the supply of capital goods and technical 
knowhow, and by wooing foreign capital for mvestment 
m private industries For this purpose, it did not shirk 
from giving concessions to foreign monopolists, not given 
to any Indian national ^ It allowed them the right of tm 
restricted export of profits and repatriation of capital while 
denying us capital goods and tedmical knowhow Inevit 
ably,, as a result of this policy, it relied on the imperialist 
market for our export and import trade and refused to 
change the pattern of our ,foreign trade, by developing 
trade with the Soviet Union and the soculist market 
This pobcy did not produce the expected results The 
impenabsts did not pour in capital for mdustnal develop- 
ment nor did they give India the needed capital goods 
■Not only have these hopes been 'behed but wth the 
deepening of the general crisis of capitalism, Indian capi 
talists have been facing more and more fierce competition 
from imperialist quarters both here m India and in the 
export markets outside Moreover, the imperialists utilis 
ed their hold over India's foreign, trade to mflict on xt 
unequal terms of trade, thereby inflicting more misery on 
the masses The government’s policies enabled the im- 
perialists to ship more profits out of the sweat and toil of 
the Indian people 

'^atg •cuuT/tei \t» ‘liie -ahvtv^ xA fne masses .and ol 
country, such policies could not be carried out without 
giving rise to mass opposition — struggle of workers against 
retrenchment and intensification of workload, struggles 
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o£ psasants against evtcttons new taxes; Jow prices for> 
Ihejr goods, struggles of agricultural workers lor iivmg 
wage,- for land, struggles of ituddleclass employes for 
human, conditions of iife, struggles of students against ns 
mg •educational fees and for academic- rights, struggles of 
citizens of all classes tor civil liberties These struggles 
have in many cases, brought together masses following 
different parties, helped the growth of cOmmon mass oxga 
nisations, evoked vnde popular sympathy and have been 
supported by solidarity actions They have heightened 
the consciousness of the people, ranged them against the 
attack of vested interests and the antipeople policies of 
the government, halted in many places the offensive of 
monopolists and iandlords and won important concessions 

While the gov emment has taken a hostile attitude to- 
wards the struggles of the people, it has lent powerful 
support to the vested interests Wherever the masses 
have fought against worsening conditions of life, the at 
tempt of the government has been to^uppress them with 
a heavy hand The policies of the government have thus 
meant attack on the standard of life of the people and 
their democratic rights 

It -IS evident, therefore, that the gams from the first 
five year plan, which sought to develop national economy 
without "wipmg out feudalism, without attackmg the posi 
tions and profits Of British capital, by dependence on the 
imperialists and by rebance on profit motive of monopoly 
capital, rest on a weak economic and polibcal basis Con- 
ditions have not been created yet for steady and continu- 
ous advance, for effective utdisation of the -productive 
forces of our country and its vast manpower, for popular 
pirticipation m an effective manner Jn the tasks of nation- 
al reconstruction. These conditions have yet to be 
created 

3 Draft Vroposals for the Sscovn J-ivt-Yeah Plan 

hasic conibct in Indian society is the conflict .be- 
tvroen imperialism-and feudalism on the one hand and the 
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entire Indian people, including the national bourgeoisie, 
on the other The mass opposition to the policies of the 
government that grew rapidly in the period after the 
attainment of independence and expressed itself powerful 
ly in the last general elections was, to a great extent, a 
product and reflection of this conflict For the govern 
ment of India, though desiring to strengthen national eco 
ncmy and national freedom, pursued policies that were 
in practice policies of protection of and concession to for 
eign capital and of alliance with the concession, to landlord 
ism, while stnvmg to curb and modify it to some extent 
The government gave free rein to monopoly capital to 
amass profits at the cost of the working class and the mass 
of the people It sought to suppress the democratic move- 
ment ^ 

The implementation of the first five year plan based on 
these policies, did not lessen this basic conflict m Indian 
soaety The conflict has further intensified Moreover 
the advance of the ideas of socialism and in particular the 
achievements of the Soviet Union and People's Republic of 
China are exercising a profound influence on the minds of 
the masses of our people They are stirred by the deep 
est anti imperialist feelmgs and are moved bj a strong 
urge for national reconstruction 

As a result of these national and mtemational develop 
merits and on account of the growth, of the mass move 
ment for the strengthening of freedom for radical reforms 
and for improvement in the conditions of the people as 
well ns the aspirations of the Indian bourgeoisie to develop 
India as an independent capitalist country, and also due 
to the experience of the first five year plan conflicts and 
contradictions have grown between imperialism and feu 
dalism on the one hand and the needs of India's economic 
development on the other This is reflected also m the 
growth of conflicts and contradictions between the gov 
ernmcnt of India and imperialism 

All these together with the relative strengthening of 
the national economy as also the position of the Indian 
bourgeoisie as a result of the increase m agricultural nnd 
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industm} production leading to an improvement in'Indla’s 
babnce of pajincnts position have led to Important modi ' 
fications in many of the poliaes of the government,' 

This is seen in a number of measures taken by the 
government, such as the conversion of the Imperial Bank 
of India into the State Bank of India, the fourth amend 
ment to the constitution and the nationalisation of life 
insurance The agreement with the Soviet Union for a 
steel plant, the Nehru-Bulganin declaration of December 
1055, on economic cooperation the growing trade relations 
with the countries of the socialist camp all these clearly 
indicate that the gmemmenl has abandoned its earlier 
abject dependence on the British and Amenean imperial- 
ists for capital goods and technical knowhow and is pre- 
pared to take the help of the socialist world for develop 
Ing our Industries 

The experiences of the first five year plan have not been 
without their lessons. It has become ever so clear that 
India cannot overcome Us present economic backwardness 
and dependence, cannot reconstruct its economy without 
rspid industrialisation, without in particular budding 
heavy machine-building industries without carrying 
out radical agrarian reforms w which the distribution of 
land to the mass of agricultural labourers and poor peas 
ants must occupy a most decisive place In the period of 
the first plan, it has also been once again proved that in 
order to rebuild India’s economy it is essential to come 
to grips with the vested interests of British capital and 
feudalism in our economy and thus fight for the elimina 
tion of the legacy of the haled colonial regime Equally 
has it been emphasised that the cause of industrialisation 
of our country and the balanced growth of our economy 
cannot be advanced by relying on imperialism and the 
capitalist world market 

Experience has once agam proved that a democratic 
plan must make decisive inroads into the position of 
BritisA capital m India and also of landlordism. It must 
weaken the position of monopoly capital m our national 
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economy and political life lit must substahtial4 r^'dilcc 
the burden on the peasant masses It must raise the stan 
dard of life of the people constantly and continuously and 
create an expanding internal market It must be based on 
an eqbitable system of taxation raising the necessary re 
sources primarily ^rom those who can bear the burden — ^the 
foreign capitalists^ the landlords and prince;^ and the big 
bourgeoisie must strive to create a stable-jprice 5truc 
tore It must mak? possible allround advance m,jsuch 
spheres as health housing culture ^ It must mepn the 
adoption of progressive labour laws the ensu^g of popu 
lar cooperation and the unleashmg of popular initiative 
through the extensiop democratic rights and civil 
liberties I I n 1 ’ ' 

,The path of independent capitalist development which 
the Indian bourgeoisie and the government have taken is 
underlined by^ the fact that the rapid m^ustriahsation 
with particular emphasis on the development of basfc and- 
heavy industries has been declared as the pnncipal 
obje^ive of the second plan. Although the original pro 
posals m regard to mdustnalisation set forth m the plan 
frame have been modified in a reactionary direction due 
to the pressure of big business a sum of Rs 691 crore has 
been allocated for largescale industnes and mmerals m the 
public sector These include ihree^steel plants with aP 
esiimated toial production of 2 2 million tons of finished 
steel Ir^ addition, provision has been made for fertiliser 
factories a lignite project and a heavy electrical plant 
which will ^owever commence its production at a much 
later date ^ 

The fulfilment of the targets m the industrial sector 
would contribute to the reduction of, Indies dependence 
on foreign countries jn respect of capital goods particu 
larly for light Industnes and strengthen the relative po 
sition of industry in our economy 

y The propO'cd higher allocations to protect and encourage 
village and smallscale industries are alsq aj welcome 
feature 
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The proposals for land rcfonrts such as the enfortcmint 
of ceiling throughout the country rostnction Of holding^ 
for personal cultivation os well as on the resumptiori of 
holdings lor the same purpose undoubtedlyi constituie a 
step m the right direction Further, the hecessity for re 
■duction of rents to a miutimum of 20 per Cent of the pro^ 
ducc has been greatly stressed and this is also a xrelcome 
feature H / 

Tliese proposals if they are specdil> and fullj impTe 
mented ■will lighten to a certain extent the burdens orl the 
peasantry* and contribute to the expansion of the internal 
market I 

These proposals thtrefort provide the basis for forging 
the broadest unity of the peasantrj in order get them 
irnplemenlod ^ 

The Communist Forty will seek to mobilise all the 
mocratic and progressive forces in all the parties inplUd 
Ing Congress for the immediate acceptance by the govern 
meni of India and for the rapid implementation fay -th^ 
^arl 0 us state governments of the proposals made by t^e 
lanS rttorms panel of the planning commission Jt wU) 
^trivc to forge united peasant movement on the basis of 
those proposals ' ^ 

The proposed large im cstments and expenditure on 
irrigation and power, community projects and national 
extension services, and on social services such as health, 
education and housing are welcome, although they are ad 
mittedly still inadequate relatively to the needs 
Despite its emphasis on industries its bolder physical 
targets and its other positive foatilrcs the second plan 
suffers from a number of serioUs limitations and weak* 
nesses The extremely inadequate provisions fdr heavy 
machine building industries which have been made,^ sub 
stantially reducing even the Original proposals t of the 
plan frame will slow down the tempo of development and 
hamper the realisation of the objeclivie of rapid industri 
allsation. f I ' ir r f ( 
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Contrary to the proposals of the plan frame, the resfnc 
tions on the growth of the -public sector on the one hand 
and the most unduly increased allocations for the large 
scale industries in the private sector, would lead to the 
strengthening of the monopolists and retard planned re 
construction of our economy The heavy allocation for 
modernisation of largescale consumer goods mdustnes 
will aggravate unemployment and seriously endanger 
smallscale and village industries 

These concessions to the monopolists will lead to frit- 
termg away of our resources mcluding foreign exchanges 
and will seriously jeopardise the fulfilment of the targets 
of the draft plan Moreover this ^vlll, as a v.'hole, even 
further strengthen the monopoly dominated private m 
'dustrial sector mstead of the public sector gettmg the de 
sired ascendancy over the former 
The proposals for the agrarian sector suffer from serious 
weaknesses These consist m exemptions of several types 
of land from the ceiling, thus further reducmg the area of 
land available for distribution, provision for heavy com 
pensation to the landlords (in lieu of the grant of owner 
ship rights to the tenants), payment of a price for the sur 
plus land that is to be distributed to the agricultural 
workers and poor peasants, absence of a proper provision 
for the restoration of lands to ejected tenants, and, above 
all, the absence of any measures of implementation of re 
forms by democratically elected committees of the pea 
sants \ested wth adequate powers Thus they do not 
ensure the distribution of the land to the agricultural 
labourers and poor peasants on a big scale, without which 
it IS not possible to bring about an upsurge m our agn 
culture, general capital formation in the countryside, se 
cure stability in our agncultural production and expansion 
of mlemal market 

Jt Is no accident, therefore- that wotb j±5 isiwtecunn!? to 
the monopolists with its restrictions on the public sector 
and finaU> wth its refusal to undertake djstnbution of 
land to the land hungry peasants on a big scale, the se 
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cond plan fails to provide for any improvement m the 
employment situation On the contrary the unemploy 
ment situation is liable to be aggravated It will also be 
noted that the plan does not propose practical measures for 
promoting labour enthusiasm and for ensuring mass parti 
cipation. The question of guaranteeing living wage finds 
no place in it 

The attitude of the plan towards British and other for 
eign concerns operatmg m India cannot but cause serious 
concern The proposal for nationalisation of British con 
cems in the branches in which they are powerfully 
entrenched is not accepted The plan does not propose any 
effective measures against the operations of foreign capi 
lal in our country Beyond what is available through usual 
taxations the skyrocketmg profits of the Bntish concerns 
are not touched the heavy remittances of funds by them 
from our country are still not proposed to be checked 

On the contrary Rs lOO crore worth of new foreign pn 
vate investment is provided for the plan period Instead of 
taking over India s foreign trade at least in respect of 
prmcipal commodities assurances have been given that the 
existing volume of trade with Britain and America will 
continue to be maintained thus making it possible for the 
imperialists not only to exploit our resources but also 
obstruct planned developments and the growth of India s 
trade relations with the USSR and other socialist countnes 
Similarly the plan permits the payment of compensation to 
the zammdars and refuses even to cancel the privy purses 
to the princes Practically no restriction is placed on the 
profits of the monopolists and they are allowed to deprive 
the country of the resources so essential for its re 
construction 

The second five year plan proposes to raise the resoiu’ces 
through foreign assistance mcreased taxation forced 
savings and heavy deficit financing While the excessive 
rebance on foreign assistance makes the plan precariously 
dependent on extremely uncertain factors beyond our con 
trol the mcreased taxation and forced savings speh fresh 
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With this aim in view the government stnves to weak 
en the position of British capital in our economy It strives 
to curb feudal forms of exploitation transformmg feudal 
landlords mto capitalist landlords and create a stratum of 
nch peasantry that can act as the social base of bourgeois 
rule m the countryside It stnves to extend and develop 
the state sector which m the existing situation is essen 
tial for the development of capitalism itself These aims 
and the measures resulting therefrom inevitably brmg the 
government mto conflict with imperiabsm, with feudalism 
and sometimes with the narrow mterests of sections of the 
bourgeoisie as was seen m the case of the nationalisation 
of life insurance They also lead to conflict of policies as 
seen m the entire controversies over the problems of m 
■dustrialisation 

These conflicts have a progressive significance m rela 
tion to the democratic movement They increase the po* 
sibilities to move the government, by mass pressure 
by strengthening popular umty m the direction of demo 
cratic reforms and agamst concessions to reactionary 
forces 

With -the increased efforts for industrialisation m the 
conditions of today when the urge for national re 
construction among the people as well as the mass move 
ment are both growing these conflicts carmot but further 
sharpen making it possible for the democratic movement 
to secure the adoption of a number of measures tha 
weaken the position of foreign capital in our economy 
also that of the position of Indian reactionary forces m 
our political and economic life 
The Communist Party is vitally mterested in such de 
\elopments and stnves to streng^en them, for they help 
in strengthening the democratic mov’ement and m consob 
dating and extending the democratic front Every step 
that is taken by the gov’emment for strengthenmg national 
freedom and national economy against imperialist feu 
dal and monopoly interests will receive our most energe 
tic and unstinted support. 
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But It \rould b<* # profound mistake to consider tKii the 
sharp* nine of the conflict between imperialism and the 
fTOvemment of India, of the conflict bct^iTcn feudalism 
and the needs of bourgeois deirlopment and the attempt 
of the bourgeoisie to strengthen Its position in this con 
flirt, have already led to or can by themselves lead to the 
Internal policies of the gosemment becoming popular, 
demuentic The bourgeoisie seeks to strengthen its posi- 
tion not merely in relation to imperialism and feudalism, 
but also in relation to the popular masses it seeks to 
n-vjUT its conflict with imperialism and feudalism at the 
cest of the people 

Therefore, uhile opposing imperialism and attempting 
to wTaken its grip oi-cr national economy the bourgeoisie 
simultaneously maintains Its links uith British cspital and 
gi\-ca facilities for further infl<m* of foreign capital While 
Jrtfiving to curb and v.*cakfn feudalism, it simultaneously 
maintains its alliance v.ith landlords against the demo 
erotic forces and makes conce s sions to the landlords WTille 
ftrlving to industrialise the country, it seeks to place the 
burdens of economic development mainly on the common 
people ^\'hl1c extending the public sector, it simultaneous 
ly pursues policies of support to monopolists in their 
attacks on the working people and adopts many measures 
which enrich the monopolists and thus help them to 
strengthen their position in Important spheres of our life 
While calling upon the people to cooperate in the task of 
national reconstruction, it simultaneously strengthens the 
burciucratlc apparatus, places main reliance on it, refuses 
to extend democracy and to adopt measures that would 
Improve the conditions of the people These are policies 
that weaken and shackle the very classes that are the 
most resolute defenders of peace and national freedom — 
the classes without whose initiative and creativ e activity 
the nation cannot be rebuilt 

Due to all this and the divergence between the aims of 
industrialisstion and the methods adopted by the govern 
ment to achieve these aims, the process of development of 
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the country acquires a slow and halting character mark 
ed by twists and turns, giving rise to sharp conflicts and 
profound contradictions They retard the sweeping away 
of the obstacles that stand m the way of India’s develop- 
ment They impose colossal burdens on the people, im 
povensh them, thus preventing stable and continuous 
expansion of the mtemal market 
In executmg these policies, the government not only 
attempts to placate the people by making concessions and 
granting some relief, but often resorts to repressive 
sures also In the day to day struggles of the masses as 
well as the struggles wraged by the people on democratic 
issues, the congress government often resorts to wholesale 
arrests, lathicharges and even terror by shooting The 
brutal suppression of the struggles m connection wnth the 
SEC report, the killings of Patna students, the firings on 
tea garden workers of Diarjeelmg, the mass arrests m se 
veral places in connection with day to day struggles all 
these reveal the callous character ot the government m 
relation to the masses when they dare to resort to action 
m defence of their nghts and mterests The struggle 
against this suppression, the struggle for protectmg and 
extendmg the democratic rights, forms an mtegral part ot 
the struggle for unitmg the people 
In these circumstances the task of building national 
unity for peace for defence and strengthenmg of free 
dom, for national reconstruction, for defence of the vital 
interests of the masses and (or extension of democracy is 
an extremely complex task. It demands support to the 
government's stand in relation to the struggle for peace 
and efforts to strengthen it further It demands support 
to all those measures of the government which weaken 
the position of imperialism and feudalism, curb monopoly 
and strengthen national economy It demands the bringing 
of pressure on the govenunent m order to accelerate the 
pace of mdustnalisation and the adoption of measures re- 
lated to this task. It demands wgorous combating of the 
poliaes of compromise with and concessions to foreign 
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capital landlordism and monopoly interests It demands 
determined struggles against the government for improv’e 
mcnt in the condition of the life of the people It calls 
for Mgorously combatmg and defeatmg the repressive 
measures of the government and securing the protection 
and extension of democratic rights In order that the 
Communist Party may pursue such a revolutionary and 
flexible policy and play its rightful role as the builder and 
spearhead of the democratic movement it must come for 
u'ard as an mdependent national force It must act as a 
part> of opixisition In relation to the present government 

Guided by the interests of the countr> and the people 
the Communist Party will extend uholehearted support 
to the gov'crnment in its policy of defence of peace and m 
every measure that the government takes to reduce the 
dependence of Indian economy on imperialism. But u will 
oppose the serious concessions the government makes to 
foreign capital and will mobilise the masses unth a vievt to 
curtailing those concessions 

The Communist Party will support every measure the 
government takes against feudal landlords and for the 
land reform measures it has proposed It will mobilise 
peasantry and our people against their sabotage by land 
lord interests m the state governments and the bureau 
crats Imked with them, and for a consistent unplementa 
tlon of these proposals through the democratic cooperation 
of the pleasant masses and their organisations 

The Communist Party will resolutely fight against the 
governments policies of supi»rt to the roonopxslists attack 
on the working people which result m frCsh burdens on 
the masses It will fight its antidemocratic pioliaes that 
suppress democratic rights and mil liberties disrupt the 
tradeumon movement and deny tradeumon rights It will 
organise the mass movement of vrorkers peasants and other 
democratic sections with a view to defeat and reverse these 
pwliaes as well as to secure relief for the people and to im 
prove their conditions. 
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5 The Basic Objective — people’s democracy 

While laying utmost emphasis on the task of building the 
broadest mass unity for immediate demands and for pro- 
gressive policies, the Communist Party will also strive to 
make the masses realise, through their own experience, the 
necessity of brmgmg about basic transformations m our 
economy, in our social and state structure and the necessity 
of establishing a new government which can carry out 
these transformations 

In the course of its general propaganda and ideological 
political activity among the masses, the party will syste 
matically, concretely and constantly popularise the funda 
mental slogans of people’s democracy — basic agrarian re 
forms wth distribution of land to the peasants gratis, the 
confiscation of British capital and establishment of a de 
mocratie state — and emphasise the necessity of a govern- 
ment of people's democracy 

The attainment of political freedom by India and the 
leading position of the bourgeoisie m the Indian state do 
not alter the basic objective and basic strategy of the In 
dian revolution. It is the establishment of a government 
of people’s democracy — which mcludes all the democratic 
classes, including the national bourgeoisie, and is led by 
the working class — that will bnng the democratic re\olu 
tion, but also put country on the path to socialism — ^the 
only correct path, in the present epoch, for the advance of 
every country Therefore, while resolutely fighting fof 
every progress that can be made under the -present condi 
tions, the Communist Party will carry on mass propaganda 
in favour of people’s democracy and socialism 

6 For Oixrcominc the Dimsions among n.f 
PrMocRATic Masses 

The immediate program which the Communist Pirty 
places before the country is a program whose implements 
tion would lead to the strengthening of national freedom 
rebuilding ol national economy improvement to the cendl- 
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t{on of the people and strengthening of the forces of demo- 
cracy in our economic, political and social life 

ft v.ouId consolidate national unity and enable India to 
play an c\Tr more Important role In u-orld affairs The 
Communist Party will therefore stnse to build the broad 
tst united front of all patriotic and democratic forces for 
the adoption and Implementation of this program and for 
concrete policies and measures and struggles related to it 

Not merely Is such unity on urgent necessity but the 
political situation in the country Is favourable for its reali- 
sation 

The emergence of India as a world pouer and its role in 
world affairs ha\e strengthened the urge among patriotic 
forces for bold and farreachmg measures in the internal 
sphere— measures that would liquidate the legacy of the 
colonial order and ensure national advance in every sphere 
It has become evident to all that the menace to Indian 
freedom will remain as long as the country s economy re 
mains weak Developments in the world arena growing 
contact wnth the socialist world the massive achievements 
of socialism in the USSR and vivid demonstration of the 
advance made by China are having a powerful impact on 
the minds of our people They are giving an impetus to 
radical, democratic and soaalistic ideas The> are under~ 
lining the need for unity of democratic forces, for policies 
of national advance 

Democratic forces in India stand divided. The most im- 
portant division is that between the democratic forces that 
follow the Congress on the one hand and the masses that 
follow the democratic opposition parties on the other Fur- 
ther, the democratic opposition itself Is divided — mainly 
among the masses that follow the Communist Party, Praja 
Socialist Party and the Socialist Party Besides there is a 
vast mass of unorganised people which is not lined up be 
hind any of the political parties These divisions manifest 
themselves in every class in Indian society But in the re 
cent period, significant advance has been made in the direc 
tion of overcoming these divnsions In the campaign 
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against the US Pak pact and the aggressive plans of the 
imperialists, m the mighty welcome accorded to the Soviet 
leaders, masses of all parties have come together Among 
masses of all parties, the desire and urge are growing for 
unity, for resistance to and struggle agamst the offensive oi 
the vested interests and the government, for national re 
construction, for reforms and democracy United struggles 
are growing m scope and intensity. 

The Congress is try mg to consolidate its position by uti 
lising the radical, democratic and anti-imperialist senti- 
ments of the people, as well as their urge for national re 
construction, and also by forging unity with such land- 
lords and other reactionary elements as were opposed to 
It m the past It has attamed a measure of success m this 
The lututed gams under the first five year plan the easing 
of the food situation^ the proposal for industriahsation 
under the second plan and the talks of socialist pattern ot 
soaety, have given rise to hopes and illusions These, to 
gather v.nth the prestige that India has acquired as the re 
suit ot its foreign policy, are bemg utilised by the Congress 
for its strengthening 

Nevertheless, as events have shovm, this consolidation 
of the Congress is of an extremely uneven and partial cha 
racter, and rests on unstable foundations The actual prac 
tices ol the government, belyuig claims m many spheres 
give nse to sharp criticism The measures of the govern 
ment, often running counter to the very sentiments that 
the government strives to utilise, its deeds frustrating the 
very expectations that its promises raise, give rise to mass 
opposition and mtensifies the conflict Inside the Congress—* 
sometimes forcmg the government to retreat from its ear 
her position 

Among the members and masses of the Congress senti- 
ments of peace and anti imperialism, of friendship with th" 
USSR and China, of democracy and socialism for radical 
reforms in order to carry out the task of national recon 
structlon have made significant headway 

The adoption of socialism as its declared goal by the 
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Congress has to be viewed ‘In this context. -On. the 
one hand, it is an' attempt by the bourgeoisie to, 
camouflage the real character. of its policies,” cmisled- 
the masses and use their radical sentiments • for con- ' 
soliclatlon of its own class rule. But it is also an indicatfon- 
of the growing power and attraction of the ideas of social*? 
ism — a development which the ruling class cannot ignore. 
Further, it has radical Implications. The very declaration 
of socialism as a goal acts as a radicalising force. It streng- 
thens the leftward swing among congressmen, congress 
masses and people in general, gives impetus to the demand 
for democratic reforms. While the mass of congressmen 
enthusiastically supports those policies of the government 
that help to strengthen national freedom, national economy 
and benefit the people, it is growing critical of anti-people, 
undemocratic polidos and of the di%’ergence bebveen the 
declared aim of sodalism and the actual practice. Many 
members 6! the Congress and the masses following them 
have not only opposed the antidemocratic measures and po- 
licies of the government in words, but joined hands ivith 
parties and masses outside the Congress in common strug- 
gles. On the issue of Goa, on the issue of linguistic states 
and opposition to merger proposals, on the issue of opposi- 
tion to tax burdens as well as in relation to struggles for 
civil liberties, the country has seen powerful united cam- 
paigns in which members and masses of the Congress have 
played a significant role. Inside the parliament and state 
legislatures on several Issues connected with the task of 
national reconstruction, many congressmen today voice the 
same sentiments as the parties of the democratic opposi- 
tion, although party discipline prevents them from exerci- 
sing their votes in the manner they would desire. 

• Among 'parties of the democratic opposition of which 
Communist Party, the Peaja-Socialist Party and the Socia- 
list Party are the most important,- consciousness of the 
necessfiy of xnrtty fras gnwrf aaof /r*r ferf f<y air/ifaf erf.'o.c 
on many issues related to the defence of the interests of 
the people, civil liberties, liberation.of Goa. linguistic pro- 
vinces as well as elections. 
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The barriers that divided the democratic masses and els 
ments of diSerent parties are slowly being overcome 
Contacts have gro\vn between the Communist Party on the 
one hand and the Pra)a-Soaalist Party and the Socialist 
Party on the other, between the democratic elements inside 
the Congress on the other 

Struggles of the masses have been growing in all parts 
of the country and bringing about popular unity on an m 
creasmgly broader scale They are having powerful impact 
on the consciousness of the people, giving concrete expres 
Sion to the growmg spirit of protest and resistance against 
reactionary policies and measures, strengthemng unity, 
facilitatmg radicalisation. 

The recent period has witnessed umted struggles of the 
working class on a big scale m many parts of the country, 
struggles during which workers belongmg to differ®*'^ 
trade unions and vast number ol unorganised workers un^' 
ted in defence of their common mterests, heroically fought 
for their demands against the capitalists and against the 
repressive measures of the government A significant fea 
ture of these struggles was the participation of n orkers fol 
lowing the INTUC as well as several JKTUC unions These 
struggles evoked general sympathy and support from broad 
democratic masses In many cases important concessions 
were won demonstratmg the power of unity The struggles 
of the workmg class have not been confined to the econO 
nuc plane alone In the campaign for the liberation of Goa, 
m the fight for Imguistic states in the struggle of cml 
liberties, the workmg class in many centres played a lead 
mg role, exercismg great mfluence on all classes and sec 
tions and powerfully strengthening the popular moiement. 

The determined struggles waged by the kisans against 
evictions agamst raounUng tax burdens for land, the 
struggle of agricultural workers for adequate wages and 
for land, aided by the growth of radical and democratic 
sentiments m the country, have not only won many victo- 
ries but are ha\'mg an impact inside the Osngress itself This 
IS reflected in the agrarian proposals of the second fis e-year 
plan and m the proposals of the land reforms panel 
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All these are developments of immense importance for 
the democratic movement and open out vast possibilities 
They are creating conditions for forgmg the broadest unity 
of the Indian people This unity, in the existmg situation 
has to be a unity of the democratic and patriotic forces m 
all parties of all those who are desirous of progress It has 
to be directed towards the strengthening and acceleration 
of the progressive policies of the government while com- 
bating the antipeople and undemocratic policies and mea 
sures which still predommate m the mternal sphere wnth 
a view to modify and reverse them. It has to be unity for 
the adoption and implementation of measures and policies 
which are in the interests of our country and our people 
It has to be unity for a move to the left 

For the building of such unity it is essential to adopt a 
correct attitude towards the political parties in the coun 
try espeoally parties which have a considerable mass fol 
lowing 

Although the Congress is the pobtical party of the hour 
geoisie which has taken many landlords m its fold it has 
among Its members a vast number of democratic elements 
It has an anti impenalm and democratic tradition JReeent 
measures of the govemmeot and rts promises have helped 
the Congress to rehabilitate its position even among some 
sections that were moving away from it Simultaneously 
there has been a growth of radical and democratic senti 
ments inside the Congress and among masses following 
the Congress 

Our approach towards the Congress and the method of 
criticism of its political pobcies have to be such as take 
into account all these fa^rs They have to be such as do 
not repel honest congressmen but draw them touards 
unity They have to be such as strengthen the fight for 
democratic policies mside the Congress itself strengthen 
the forces that however haltingly are taking a relatively 
progressive stand 

The Indian National Congress fs the rufmg party fn the 
struggle against compromise with imperialist and feudal 
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interests in the struggle against the powers of bureaucracy 
and police and for extension of democracy, it is against the 
policies of the government and the Congress that people 
have to fight In these circumstances, no question therefore 
arises of a general united front with the Congress 
From this, however, it should not be concluded that the 
democratic front will be an anticongress front This is so 
not merely because of the anti imperialist and antifeudal 
tasks which we are laced with, but also because of the com 
position of the Congress 

The composition and character of the Socialist Party and 
the Praja Socialist Party vary from state to state Never 
theless, broadly speaking, they can be described as parties 
of the democratic opposition The mass support they have 
secured is mainly on the basis of democratic opposition to 
the policies of the government and m the name of social 
xsxn The cadres of these parties are socialist mmded 
Till recently the dominant leadership of the PSP (which 
included the Socialist Party also) pursued policies of vio 
lent denunciation of the USSR and Chma, of opposition to 
the movement for peace, of refusal to build democratic 
unity m the name of anticommunism, of attempt to secure 
agreement with the Congress The errors of these poliaes 
are becoming evident to the members of the PSP and the 
Socialist Party and has resulted, during the last one year, 
in modification of such policies to some extent m several 
states On a number of issues and m several campaigns 
and struggles, these parties have jomed hands with the 
Communist Party and other democratic forces Our Party 
vnU make every endeavour to consolidate and carry forward 
this process The coming together of left parties helps to 
unite the advanced sections of the masses and is a factor 
of great importance for mass struggles as well as electoral 
contests. 

The unity that the Communist Party strives to build is 
democratic umty Such being the case, the attitude to be 
adopted towards communal parties parties that divide the 
masses on religious basis must be an attitude of uncompro 
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TTusing opposition to their disruptive communal ideologies 
and reactionary poliaes The Communist Party will have 
no imited front with them m any elections At the same 
time, it \nli strive to draw the masses and individuals fol- 
lowmg these parties mto common struggle and common 
activity The party will at the same time defend and cam 
paign for the legitimate demands of the mmonty com- 
munities 

The Communist Party will initiate a nationwide cam 
paign for concrete poliaes and measures which help to 
strengthen the freedom and independence of India, to re 
build national economy and improve the condition of our 
people An essential part of such campaign is the esta 
blishment of unity of .action of masses in defence of their 
immediate interests and for the extension of their demo 
cratic rights 

The task of organising mass resistance against attacks on 
the people and for immediate improvement in their Itvmg 
conditions, solidarity actions, struggle tor civil liberties 
and democratic rights is of exceptional significance By 
conduetmg such struggles, we defend the interests of the 
people, consolidate their organisation and unity and also 
help the strengthening of those forces in the Congress that 
desire to develop our economy by attacking the position of 
British capiial, landlordism and monopoly interests 

It is through these struggles, as well as activity and 
campaigns for democratic demands that masses of different 
parties come together, become conscious of the need for 
umty, of the power of umly and win concessions It is 
through these struggles that their morale is heightened 
popular support evoked and the attdck of the government 
and the vested interests repulsed It is through these 
struggles that conditions are created for the building of 
united organisations which are of vital importance for the 
consolidation of the democratic forces and for its streng 
thening 

It IS necessary that whenever possible such mass strug 
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gles are conducted through broad United committees re 
presenting the unity ol the fighting masses 
These mass struggles also brmg to the forefront the ques 
-tion of governmental policies — agrarian, labour, civil hber 
ties, taxation, etc They strengthen the movement against 
reactionary policies and forge mass unity for the adoption 
and implementation of progressive policies 

Essential though such struggles are for forging ahead 
of the democratic movement, they by themselves are not 
enough They have to be combmed with j 

(1) Struggle for broadening of the mass movement 
peace, for friendship with the USSK, China and other so- 
cialist countries, for Aslan unity and -against military pacts 
and for strengthening of relations with the soaalist world 
market 

{2) Sustained and continuous mass campaign for jiopu 
;iar policies for national reconstruction, * 

(3) Correct united front tactics to overcome the division 
m the democratic movement and to end division m the 
working class 

(4) Sustained mass activity in all spheres, of which par 
ticipation m and securing of maximum benefits from gov 
emment schemes and projects are essential parts 

(5) Vigorous efforts to secure equal rights for women 
and effective mtervention in the realm of culture, health 
etc 

(6) Extension and strengthening of the mass organisa 
tions 

(7) Buildmg a mass communist party 

Only if ail these tasks are earned out simultaneously and 
mass struggles waged as an integral part of such activity, 
■will It be possible to extend and strengthen the democratic 
front contmuously, to coordinate partial struggles and 
transform into a mass political movement — powerful 
enough to defeat the antipeople policies of the government 
and make possible the adoption of progressive poliaes 
Failure to carry out these tasks weakens the immediate 
struggles themseh es these struggles remaining on a local 
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sectional plane ei-ukinB sympathy and admiration when 
fought heroically v.innlng some demands but unable to 
create a po^^•c^^ul impact on the democratic movement os 
a whole unable to strengthen and broaden It 
A serious weakness of the democratic movement is the 
continuing disunity m the working class which is split in 
rival and parallel trade unions with afniiations to dt^erent 
all India trndeunion centres It must be noted that the 
struggle for tradcunlon and workingclass unit) has regis 
tered significant progress The growth of workingclass 
struggles against the offensive of the employers has helped 
to strengthen worklngclass unity in action 
The formation of several all fndia trade federations em 
bracing all sections 0/ workers irrespective of their pollti 
cal affiliations the merger of rival unions in important cen 
tres the formation of Joint committees for defending the 
interests of the urirkers In several centres are all con 
crclo manifestations of this growing urge for unity 
The growing friendly relations between our country and 
China and the Soviet Union, the increasing exchange of 
tradeunion delegations between Indb and the Soviet Union 
and between India and China have all helped to combat 
anticommunist prejudices. They also help in intensifying 
the urge for unity Conditions have matured for taking the 
struggle for tradeunion unity to a new and higher level 
In the face of these developments the ruling class is 
making more determined efforts to weaken and wipe out 
the independent tradeunion movement But today it seeks 
to camouflage its offensive under the slogan of tradeunion 
unity Actually It seeks to Impose by law regimented trade 
unions on the working class which would carry out the po 
licies to the ruling class and check the growth of resistance 
of the workers to the antiworkingclass policies of the gov 
emment and the offensive of the employers 
However the recent agreement between the two wings 
of the railway workers federation the emergence of single 
■federations of post and telegraph employees defence work 
ers and employees are all serious blows against this policy 
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The unity of the railwaymen's federation and other fede- 
rations has created a favourable situation for carrymg the 
struggle for unity of the existing trade unions in various 
centres on the basis of the principle of one union for one 
industry and on the basis of democratic elections of office 
bearere and committees of unions and also for the creation 
of a single all-lndia tradeumon centre The roost urgent 
need of the hour is to carry on a sustained campaign for 
such unity. 

The spread of democratic and progressive ideas m aU 
dasses of the people has its repercussions on the working 
class m a very pronounced manner. The more the working 
dass moves in the democratic moi'ement, the more it allies 
itself with all progressive and democratic forces in the 
country 

The struggle for workmgclass unity cannot be success 
fully waged without a determined struggle to prevent the 
imposition of black laws on the working class 
-The struggle against the offensive of the capitalists and 
the go\ eminent, the fight for belter condiuons of life, must 
get mtertwined %vith the general tasks of the democratic 
movement enumerated before This not only unifies the 
working dass but also gets broad popular support for its de- 
mands and fights which are part and parcel of the strug 
gle of the Indian people for a better livelihood, for flemo 
cratic liberties, for national reconstruction, etc The rela 
tion betNseen unity, struggle and general democratic move- 
ment must be view ed in this bghL 

In particular it must constantly be ejcplamed how the 
fulfilment of the demands of the workmg dass is essential 
for carrying out the reconstruction of our economy This 
becomes all the more urgent today m view of the offensive 
of the employers and the government against the workmg 
class m the name of national reconstruction through such 
measures as rationalisation and mcreased workload 

Thus the attempt of fhe government to disrupt and sjSut 
the workmg dass, to regiment or bluff it m the name of 
national reconstruction, and to pit the pubbe against the 
dass, will be foiled This will also enable the class to m- 
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tervene in and utilise measures and legislation brought for- 
ward by the goi’emment 

The working class has m some sectors wrested conces 
sions from the government and the employers A unified 
working class can further wrest important concessions not 
only for itself but also act as the spearhead of democratic 
movement more and more m the coming period. 

In this situation the task of forging tradeunion unity m 
the form of creatmg united central tradeumon orgam 
sations on the basis of tradeumon democracy and industry 
wise federations on an all India basis, and the formation of 
one union m one industry, becomes more urgent than ever 
before The democratic functioning of trade unions at all 
levels IS of utmost importance 

An equally serious weakness a weakness which keeps 
the whole democratic movement at a low levels is the m 
adequate political consciousness even among workers who 
are under the influence of the party This comes in the 
way of moving them into action on a big scale on such 
broad democratic issues ats peace, civU liberties, support to 
the demands of the peasants and other classes The over 
coming of this weakness is one of the most important tasks 
before the party. 

An important factor m the democratic movement is the 
growing urge amongst middledass employees (teachers, 
clerks and others) to organise themselves into trade unions 
and to take to new and more militant forms of struggle 
hitherto confined to the working class They are faced 
today with problems similar to those faced by the workmg 
class — inadequate wages, retrenchment victimisation, grow- 
ing unemployment and starvation. A further feature to be 
noted is the growing radicalisation of these sections due to 
the antipeople, antidemocratic policies of the government 
We have to resolutely defend their mterests and help to 
strengthen Iheir oiganisations thereby drawing them into 
the democratic movement m unity with the working class 
The development of peasant struggles against evictions, 
heavy taxes and for adequate prices and agricuXturaf foans, 
as well as struggles of agricultural workers for minimum 
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v.age and for land have made significant headway m the 
recent period and registered several victories With grow 
mg deterioration in the condition of the mass of the pea 
s^try these struggles assume great Importance throughout 
the country Special stress has to be laid on the task of 
further extending and strengthening of the kisan sabhas 
and agricultural workers unions 
A serious weakness still persisting In building of the de- 
mocratic front IS inability to lead sohdaritj movements m 
a proper and consistent manner between the working class 
and the peasantry Therefore the Communist Party is to 
give serious attention to the building of such solidantj 
jnovements and unity of the working class and the pea 
santry which would be the main basis of the united demo- 
'Cratic front 

The part> has to defend resolutely the Interests of the 
oppressed masses— the working class the aignctillural lab" 
ourers the poor and middle peasants the artisans and 
urban middle classes who are the worst sufferers under 
congress rule It is they who form the majority of our peo- 
ple and therefore must constitute the finn basis and the 
force of the democratic movement at all stages of its 
development- The partj must simultaneously champion 
the just demands of the rich peasants and of the small 
manufacturers and businessmen. In order to strengthen 
and advance the struggle of our people to achieve economic 
mdependence the party will support the national bour 
geoisie against foreign competition and m whatever effort 
It may take to overcome economic dependence 

The party shall mitiate such campaigns and struggles as 
would umte the people on such issues as opposition to un 
just taxation, defence of civil liberties and democratic 
rights protection to national mdustries against foreign com 
petition. The party shall imtiate campaigns on concrete 
proposals regarding the plan and targets as well as for the 
implementation of the government projects and schemes 
m a manner most advantageous to the masses 
Women who constitute half of the population of the coun 
try and who can be potential force for the democratic mov^ 
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mcnt and for the fulfilment of the national tasks facing the 
countrj, still suffer under heax-y social and economic disa 
biljtjcs The Communist Partj must effectn-ely fight 
against these and for equal rights of w-omen not only 
through parhamentarj enactments but also through 
ideological struggle for dunging the consciousness of the 
people The party should also strne that women come into 
an organised women s moxement united on the basis of the 
ta»ks that face IL 

The part} has to pay serious attention to the problems 
facing the jouth and students It has to unfold activity 
on the widest scale in cooperation with all sections and 
elements to fight the menace of flood and famine to com 
bat unemploymtnt and poverty disease and illiteracj 
making use of all measures of the government and exist 
ing laws. It has to constantly strengthen the mass move 
rncnf for peace arrd oYaw fn(o rt aff pafrwfic anrf peace 
loving Indians belonging to all parties. 

The tendency to keep away from schemes and projects 
sponsored or run by the government though far less than 
before still persists In several areas This must be com 
pletely eliminated We have to participate in them acti 
vely and effectively combat corruption inefficiency and 
bureaucratic practices help to implement and run them m 
such a w ay that maximum benefit is secured for the peo 
pic At the same time we must take initiative m formu 
lating popular schemes and plans These schemes and 
projects are also important means to forge unity of all 
progressive elements irrespective of the parties to which 
they belong for serving the people This must become 
an important part of the activity of the party and of the 
mass organisations where we work 

The struggle for democratisalion of local bodies assumes 
great unportance today The government at the centre 
and m the states entrusts the administration more and 
more t6 officials in preference to the local elected bodies 
Even the existing powers of such bodies are being curtail 
ed The Communist Party will fight agamst all forms of 
bureaucratic control and interference in local administra 
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tion and it shall strive for ensuring such administration 
democratically through elected popular bodies. Admmi 
stration through local elected bodies offers great opportun 
ities to attend to the needs of the people and defend their 
mterests 

It IS only through such sustained and allsided acti%nty, 
combined with ideological political v. ork. that the mass 
organisations can be strengthened and the most militant 
and selfsacnficmg elements drawn mto the part>, making 
possible its growth into a mass party— essential for the 
development of the democratic front 
Ideological political vnark among the broad masses is 
an essentui ■weapon for the forging of mass unity Suen 
ideological political work has assumed great importance 
today for consobdating the popular forces uJoJch are 
mo\ed by the democratic and soaalist sentiments, for 
combating the intensified propaganda dn\e b> the go' 
emment and the Congress, for elmunatmg the mcious m 
fluence of communal reaction Development of popular 
cultural activity must play an impwrtant role In streng 
thenmg ideological political work. 

The government and the ruling parly, the Congress no 
longer able to deny the necessity for radical reforms, 
preach that these reforms can be brought about without 
mass struggles and the strengthening of the mass move 
ment They denounce class struggle as somelhmg alien to 
Indian traditions, while supporting the vested interests m 
their offensive against the people. They foster bebef m 
changes bemg brought about from top, through govern 
mental action alone, slowly, with the 'consent of all They 
denounce all militant action, all popular resistance as 
anarchy 

The communal reactionaries raise false issues, fan hatred 
and disrupt the unity of the people 

Patient, sustained ideological -work, earned on not merelj 
through the press and platform, but by each party mem- 
ber, each militant in day to day contact mth nonparty 
masses has to be undertaken m all parts of the country 
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and by ever> party unit This task is an integral part ol 
the task of building the democratic front 

The carrying out of alt these tasks, the growth of the 
mass mosement and of the consciousness and fighting 
tmlt> of the masses can help to bring about in states, 
uhere the democratic forces ore strong, such conditions 
os make it possible to raise os a practical slogan the cstab 
Hshment of on eltematue government capable of carrying 
out a minimum program. UTiere the democratic move 
mtnl and party attain sufllcicnt strength it uoll be parti 
cularlj ncctssaiy' to bring forward this as the central 
slogan in the general elections 

Such a government, wherever formed will defend the 
interests and rights of the people, carrying out maximum 
j»aible reforms under the given conditions, inspire and 
help to carry forward the democratic movement and 
strengthen the fight for peace In states tv here it is not 
possible to conduct election battles on the slogan of such 
a government, the party will strive for strengthenmg the 
democratic opposition inside the legislatures as an essen 
lial task for carrying forward the democratic movement 
The strengthening of the democratic opposition inside the 
parliament and the slate legislatures requires that our 
party secures a strong position as a constituent of the de- 
mocratic opposition. 

The objectives that the Communist Party puts forward 
and the policies and measures it advocates correspond to 
the mterest of our country and our people The party, 
therefore, will do its utmost to unite the masses of all 
political parties and all sections of our people for support 
to these policies and measures and for the realisation of 
this objective The party is confident that in this truly 
•national task it wall secure the cooperation of all patriotic 
hnd revolutionary forces inside the country 
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Appendix 


The iMJ-itDiATE Program 

The Communist Party places before the people the following iw 
mediate program whose realisation would strengthen our national 
independence and help all round development of our national cco 
nomy 

(1) Against the danger of war, for the prohibition of atomic and 
other weapons of mass destruction and fo* disarmament 

(2) Against military pacts, especially the SCATO and Baghdad 
pact. 

(3) For strengthening Asian solidarity and for a pact of collective 
peace for Asia and the Pacific region 

(4) For restoring to the Peoples Repubbe of China its legitimate 
rights in the United Nations, for strengthening the bonds of friend 
ship and cooperation with the USSR and China m all fields — eco- 
nomic and cultural and mtemalional issues on the basis o' the 
panchshila 

(5) For full support to the colonial peoples' struggle against un- 
penabsm 

(6) For effective measures for the liberation of Cox 

17) For improvement of relations with Pakistan, for settlement of 
outstanding issues through methods of peaceful and fnendly nego* 
tiations, for a Do*war pact, for reestabbshing economic relations 
between India and Pakutan dislocated by partition for removing 
all bamers that stand in the way of mutually beneficial relations 
between our two people and for promotion of cultural and other 
activities which strengthen the bonds of brotherly relations between 
them 

(8) For break with the British commonwealth 


National Reconstructios and 

SnUENCIKENING OF OUR ItmEPENDENCE 


(fl) indnjrry 

(1) Pnonty to development of heavy and basic industnes, which 
includes iron and steel, machine making including fabneaUon of 
steel plants, heavy chemicals oil, coal, minerals and power, which 
should be m the state sector 

(2) Protection to national industnes against foreign competiuon. 

(3) Location of industnes should be so arranged that while takioe 
into account natural advantages balanced development of various 
regions is provided for In backward stales where private capital 
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wnnot be mobilised even lot htgescak light industries these should 
be undertaken by the slate 

(4) Development of armaments, aircraft and shipbuilding indus 
tn« by the state with a view to strengthen our national independence 
(3J Pending the development of heavy and basic ladastnes m 
creased consumer demands should be met. as far as possible by 
maximum utilisation of existing capacities in organised industries and 
by encouragement of smalkcale and village industries 

(b> Resources 


(1) In order to augment the resources for national reconstruction, 
certain industries and undertakings should be nationalised To begin 
With banking general iiuurancc, coal mining as a whole aluminium 
industry manganese, copper iron and gold mining as well os Bntish 
controlled jute mills and plantations should be immediately na 
tionalised 

(2) Impose a ceiling on export of profits and take over profits in 
excess of the ceiling as compulsoo loan 

(3) Impose a ceiling on profits of all big industries and coramer 
cial undertakings and take over profiu in excess as compulsory loan. 

(4J 'These, together with the reserves of large companies to form 
a national development pool to be invested m ihe slate and private 
sector in accordance with national needs 

(3) State monopoly of foreign trade in the principal commodities 
This would give the Stale the profits from such trade It also enables 
It to diversity our foreign trade and develop it on the basis of mutual 
adyaatage Further promotion of State trading In Ihe intermJ market 

(6) Heavier taxation on corporation profits tax on personal wealth 
and tax on capita! gains Steeply graded income tax and fixation of 
ceilings on personal and family incomes 

Postponement of payment of compensation to big landlords 

(8) Cancellation of pnvy purse to princes 

(9) Requisition of the hoarded wealth of the princes as compul 
sory loans 

(10) Reduction of the ratanes aod allowances of highly paid 
officials 

(I!) Energetic dnve against evasion of income lax and corporate- 
tax and full reahsation of these 

(12) Dnve against wastage in projects and government under 
takings 

(f) Peasants 

(!) Immediate carrying out of urgent agranan reforms and subs- 
tantial reduction of the burden of the rents and usurious interests. 
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(2) Immediate fixation of ceibng oo landholdme^ and dislribuuon. 
without any payment, of the land tn exce« to the agricultural labo 
end peasants 

(3) Setting up agricultural labour and peasant committees to an* 
plement land refonnt 

(4) Planned free distribution of all government cultivable wasu 
bnd to poor peasants and agricultural labourer* withm a period of 
Ihiee years and state aid for bringing these under cuUis-ation 

(5) Substantial scaling down of debts owed by peasants to land 
lords and moneylenders by canccUaUon of unconscionable debit 
Arrangements for the liquidation of remaining debts in easy instal 
mcnis spread oser a number of years Setung up of debt conciliat on 
boards for this purpose 

(6) Wide extension of cooperalues for rural credit, marketing of 
produce as well as for supply of agncultural machinery and imple* 
inenis fertilisers, etc. The existing cooperative law to be drastically 
amended m a democratic direction, by drastically curtailing the 
powers of the bureaucratic officials of the cooperauve department- 

(7) Cancellauon of debts owed by agncultural hbourer* to land 
lords and moneylenders. Fixation of minimum wage for agncul 
tural labour and its enforcement, by encouraging the orpmsations 
of agncultural labourers and securmg their cooperation 

(8) Guaranteeing of a fair pnee to tbe peasants for tbeir produce 
(tfj Imgauon 

In addition to the major projects, numerous minor projects should 
be undertaken The outlook that imgation projects can be under 
taken only if it yields a return on investments above the bank rate 
should be given up The benefits that they confer on the peasants 
should be the only entenon 

^\'here the government suppbes electncity or imtals tube wells- 
the cost of mstanation should be borne entirely by the government 
Water rates should he brought down to a level that is within th* 
reach of the peasants 

(e) H orking Clast 

(1) The present raUonahsauon dnve m the major industnes Ike 
jute and cotton textiles, in the name of stepping up exports, should 
be stopped 

(2) The present policy of wage freeze should be given up A 
national minimum wage should be fixed and workers should be 
assisted m securing fair Wages which should be above tbemational 
fflinmium wage in the various industries and regions. 
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(3) Pending such fixauon, an inunednte increase by 25 pee cent 
to all Workers wages in view of the increased productivity of labour 
The dearness allowance should be amalgamated with basic wages 

(4) Social insurance schemes to be rapidly extended to cover all 
industries and types of benefits and not merely confined to health. 
The benefit of the present health insurance scheme should be ex 
tended to the workers' family members 

(Sj Provision for unemployment benefits 

(6) Housing problem to ^ energetically tackled through specia 
Ired agencies at all levels >n which the workera themselves may play 
the decisive role 
(7} Right to bonus 

(f) Education 

(1) Free and compulsory elementary education up to the age of 
M years 

(21 Our entire system of education must be reorganised Since 
rapid industrialisation of our country is the objective (he pattern of 
education should conform to this aim Adequate provision for tech 
ntcal and scientific education on a large scale should be made 

(3) Education at all levels including the university standards should 
be m the regional language or languages The study of Hindi should 
be encouraged as the language of the union government and for 
communication between governments and people of different states 
Provision should be made to teach minorities where they are m con 
siderable number in their mother tongue up to the end of secondary 
state Adequate safeguards for Urdu language and script and provi 
Sion for imparting education in Urdu for Urdu*spea1uog popubtion 

(4) Ensuring academic and democratic nghts for students and 
teachers 

(5) Adequate salaries for all teachers 
(8) Health Sen tees 

2 (1) Adequate medical service and maternity homes both m the 
Cldcs and the countryside 

(2) Arrangement for supply of dnnking water to all localities 
(/i) Extension oj Democracy 

The initiative and creative energies of our pebple cannot be un 
leashed on a big scale without taking long strides m extending de 
mocracy Experience has shown that bureaucratic administration of 
our projects leads to mefliciency, corruption and wastefulness En 
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timting the bureaucrat* with land reform and such measures bew 
ficial to the people often lead* to iheir sabotage The initial *e ol 
the masses cannot be unleashed with growing attacks on their ci'» 
liberties and dcmocnlic right* 

Hence it is necessary to 

(1) Democratise the stale structure abolish upper houses in the 
I'gislaiufes introduce proport onal representation m all ^1^ 
nght of recall secret ballot even for panchayat election* and of1 
cials at various Icsel* to be under the control of elected local bodies- 
Union territories as long as they continue must base a demo- 
cratic setup and not b* administered by commissioners with nomi 
nated advisory counals 

(■’) Ensure the right to organise hold meetings and demonstrations 
and for this purpose repeal all repressive bws and measures m 
cuding preventive deicntion act ban of meciings, processions aW 
demonstration* 

(3) Drastically revise the polce code curtailing the powers of the 
police to arrest, shoot, blhicharge and ban meetings and process ons. 

(4) Repeal the dramatic performances act of 1676 end police 
censorship of pb)s restrictions and renting of halls etc 

(5) Prevent impositioo of regimented trade unions on the workers. 
Repeal of legisbtion which encourages reg mentation active 
couragement to trade unions to unite and form one trade union m 
each industry or undertaking on the basis of mtemal tradeunion 
democracy 

(6) Recognise trade umons and the right of collective bargaining 
through trade unions. 

(T) Assure tradeunion rights to workers The national secuntj 
and safeguard ng rules under wheb workers in government under 
takings and departments are arbitrarily and summarily dismissed 
must be repealed. Deebraboo of areas like Ch ttaranjan and Hira 
kud as prohibited areas must be rescinded. 

(8) Give workers and employees an etfective voice in the manage- 
n ent and direction of mdustnal enterpnses Committees of elected 
represenbtives of workers and employees should be recognised on 
an equal footing with the administration and should have positions 
of authority and responsibil ty 

(9) "Entrust trade unions with the management and admimstrat on 
o' employees state insurance and other social amenity schemes 

(10) Make substantial hnancial provisions for the matenal nod 
cultnral vipUft of backward elements of our society like bantnns. 
scheduled castes ad vas» 
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(11) Ensure equal nghts lo women — mhentance including the 
right to land, for equal pay for equal work, maternity leave and 
maternity benefits, creches for cbiMren, no discnmination on account 
of sex or marriage in the matter of employment, and substantial 
provision m the social welfare schemes of the government for wcl 
fare of children and social educational cultural and economic ad 
vancemeni of women 

(12) Provide refugees with gainful employments and rehabilitate 
them in life 

(13) Associate, with an effective voice, m rural areas the tusan 
sabhas and organisations of agricultural labour in the implementa 
Uon of agrarian reforms in the education of local development 
schemes 

(14) Vest the local organs of the people like village panchayatr 
local boards and municipalities with powers to discharge their res 
ponsibilities The power of government ofBeials should be curUiled 
to that they function as the servants of the elected representatives 
cf the people in (he local boards 

(ISf Eatftsst all local de*<ehptacot moek, sveb as ccatmtinity pm- 
)ect scheme NES, etc , to the panchayats and reduce the present high 
administrative cost 

(16) Launch an energetic drive against corruption. 

(17) Separate the judiciary from the executive 



35 Struggle For Linguistic Provinces 


The fourth congress of the Communist Party of India 
greets the people of various linguistic nationalities of our 
country for their heroic struggle and their success in secur- 
ing the establishment of linguistic states in the country 
These struggles and successes have not only vitalised the 
forces of democracy, but have gone a long way towards 
strengthening the unity of the people of our great country 
The SRC report which recommended the formation of 
such states and the legislative measures taken by the 
government to implement the new proposals constitute a 
great triumph of all patriotic and democratic forces which 
stand for the democratic reorganisation of our states, ensur- 
ing conditions for selfexpression of various nationalities 
which mhabit our land and, above all for building the 
unity of India on mvinable foundations 

On the occasion the congress recalls with pride the great 
mass struggle of the people of Andhra which not only 
secured for them a separate Andhra state, but inspired the 
movement for linguistic reorganisation of states all over 
the land It is to this mighty upsurge of the democratic and 
patnotic forces that the government has had to ultimately 
yield 

The formation of separate states of Gujarat, Kerala, 
Karnataka Maharashtra, Taroilnadu and Visalaandhra 
mark the victory of the democratic forces and of all linguis- 
tic nationalities 

It is a matter of profound significance that, when the 


Resolution passed by the fourth party congress Palghat, 19 29 Apnl 
1956 and published in New Age 13 May 1956 
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ctngre^^ rulers at the top sought, in \noIatfon of their past 
j ledges, to deny the reorganisation on states on linguistic 
basis the people Ihemsclws came forv.ard and tool the 
initialise in defeating the government poliaes and ensuring 
such linguistic reorganisation of states 
The strength of the people in this great struggle lies in 
their unit>, the unity which brings together in common 
action democratic and patriotic forces within all parties, in 
all walks of our public life 

UTule congratulating the people on their success the 
fourth congress of the Commumst Party of India warns 
them that narrow provincial feelings are being roused in 
the border areas and provincial chauvinism and separatism 
are being instigated by the forces of reaction 
The struggle for the linguistic states is an integral part 
of the struggle for better life and democracy Under no 
circumstances, therefore, can the masses be allowed to be 
divided by such disruptive activities Such disruptive acti- 
vities not only weaken the cause of the linguistic reorgan- 
bation of states, but disrupt the unity of our people so 
essential of democratic and economic advance 
UTiatever may be the provocation, the working class and 
other democratic forces have to conduct their struggle for 
the cause of linguistic reorganisation of states in a manner 
which strengthens their unity by defeating the game of 
separatist and chauvinist elements 
The fourth congress of the Communist Party also warns 
that the vested interests are circulating mendacious pro- 
panda to all minorities against the linguistic states and 
creating an atmosphere of panic and suspicion. It is all the 
more necessary, therefore, to conduct the movement in a 
manner which consolidates the fraternal ties among the 
people to fight back these slanders 
The congress of the Communist Party of India condemns 
the repressive measures taken by the government against 
t’Aose sfruggitog for /ihguistic states -rfie state governments 
have jailed thousands of people for fighting for their just 
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rights They have lathicharged vast crowds in many places, 
suppressed civil liberties and resorted to brutal shootings 
m Onssa and, on a mass scale, m Bombay 
The congress of the Communist Party of India pays its 
homage to the innumerable martyrs who have laid down 
their lives for this democratic cause and sends its greetings 
to all those who have suffered for it It congratulates the 
thousands of men and women in Bengal Bombay and other 
states who have courted arrest and braved jail, in defence 
of their democratic right 

The congress of the Communist Party of India condemn^ 
the proposed merger of Bengal and Bihar as against the 
interests of the peoples of the two states and against the 
cause of unity of India itself and congratulates the people 
of Bengal for resisting it It demands the immediate with- 
drawal of the proposals i 

The congress of the Communist Party of India strongly 
protests against the proposed separation of Bombay from 
Maharashtra and considers it to be a grave injustice inflict- 
ed on the people of Maharashtra imder the pressure oi 
vested interests The proposal to keep Bombay under cen- 
tral adnunistration deprives Bombay's citizens of their 
democratic right to have their own Legislature, -tears tt 
away from Maharashtra and disrupts the economic hfe 
of Maharashtra 

The congress of the Communist Party of India condemns 
the attempt to implement il despite public opposition and 
the onslaught of police terror 

It congratulates the people of Bombay and Maharashtra 
and of West Bengal on their peaceful satyagr^a and strug- 
gles and assures them that the party w ill do eveeythsnS ^ 
Its power to strengthen their struggles so that the city of 
Scmbsr or mcfurfed m ifaharasfitra and the West Bengaf- 
Bihar merger proposal is withdrawn once and for all 



36 Slalemen! on Communal Situation in Punjab 


The politburcau vjcws with gra^c concern the serjoiu 
attcupt being made to mname communal hatred and pas- 
sions in the Punjab b> the Maha Punjab SamtU and Jana 
Sangh. Their agitation for a Maha Punjab is based on the 
most rabid communal ideolog> which seeks to pit the 
hmdus and sikhs speaking the same Punjabi language 
against each other and thus constitutes a grase danger to 
the growth and unit) of the democratic movement mgener 
at and to the v.’orkingclass and peasant movements m parti 
cular The Hindu communalists are strengthened by power 
ful forces within the Punjab Congress, who back them in 
this agitation 

The Communist Part) has stood for the linguistic reor- 
ganisation of states as an essential step for the develop- 
ment of the democratic movement and for strengthening 
the unity of the country The entire course of develop- 
ments m the country over this issue has vindicated the 
stand of the part^ Where the people have united behind 
this demand they have won great victones despite the op- 
position of the congress high command to the demand 

In the Punjab, however, the hindu communalists and 
the akalis had succeeded m creating divisions among the 
Punjabi-speaking people on a communal basts. With the 
aim of the Hindu community dominating over the sikhs, 
the hindu communalists raised the slogan of Maha Punjab 
In their communal frenzy, they went to the extent of ask- 
ing the Punjabi Hindus to repudiate their own mother-ton- 
gue, Punjabi, and when defeated ui this attempt, they now 

TftiV pwtVfronsfiy /.triViTS«n* o/ -i Jme trst Ar 

10 June 1956 
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raise the slogan that the gunimukhi script is the religious 
scnpt of the sikhs and not the script of the Punjabi langu- 
age — the language of the Punjabi people 

The akalis, on the other hand, raised the slogan of a 
Punjabi state This slogan while it ostensibly seemed to 
be based on the democratic principle of linguistic states, 
excluded certain Punjabi-speaking areas so as to carve a 
state in which the sikhs would be able to dominate over 
the hmdus Their propaganda and agitation had further 
tended to create fear among the hmdus m the Punjabi- 
speaking areas, instead of uniting them for a democratic 
demand. 

The situation was further worsened as a result of the 
Punjab government under the chief ministership of Sachar 
and the state Congress supporting the demand of the hindu 
communahsts for a Maha Punjab state 
The opposition of the congress high command to the 
principle of linguistic reorganisation on to the one hand, 
and the activities of these communal forces on the other, 
have deprived the Hmdustam-speaking people of the Han- 
yana area of the Punjab, as well as the Pun]abi-«:pealang 
neople of their just nght of separate linguistic states 

The central government and the congress high command 
however, could not altogether ignore the democratic urges 
of the people In these circumstances they ha\e come 
forward wnth a regional formula according to which the 
fi.ture state of Punjab, in which the present state of 
PEPSU will be merged, will be divided into two regions 
In one, Punjabi will be the language of administration up 
to the district level and in the other Hmdi Each region 
wnll ha\e a regional council consisting of all members of 
the Punjab assembly elected from the constituencies m the 
respective regions whose advice m respect of a number of 
developmental subjects, including education and public 
health, should be ordmanly accepted by the cabmet 
The Communist Party of India is of the opinion that all 
these together with the merger of PEPSU with the Pun- 
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jab, constitute a partial recogmtion of,thejdemocratic prtn- 
aple on which the demand of the linguistic state is based. 

However, with a view to plants the ahalis, the congress 
high command, while demarcating the Punjabi — and Hmdi- 
speaking areas into two regions, proposes to include the 
Kangra district into the Hindi region Neither is the lan- 
guage of this area Hindi nor is it contiguous to the Hindi* 
speaking areas The district is separated from the Hindi- 
speaking area by over 150 miles of Punjabi-speaking area 
to which it IS contiguous Its mclusion cannot be justi- 
fied on the ground of the needs of econonuc development 
either The only consideration behind its inclusion in the 
Hindi region is purely communal one, viz that the majority 
of the people of the district are hindus 
It IS this bowing down to communal considerations that 
brings gnst to the agitation of the hindu communalists 
It would appear that the congress high command now 
seeks to placate the hindu communalists by unpnnapled 
concessions on the question of language 
Far from creating conditions where communal harmony 
and the unity of the people could be strengthened, such 
opportunistic appeasement of communal forces only en 
courages them more and would further worsen the situa- 
tion 

Under such conditions there is a grave danger of com- 
munal forces seeking to utilise the regional councils to 
further embitter communal passions 
In these arcumstances all democratic elements that 
stand for the umty of the people have a grave responsi- 
bility They should umte in a powerful movement against 
the commimal agitation of the Maha Punjabi Samiti and 
Jana Sangh — against every one of the slogans based on 
communalism as regards state, language and script 

They should also unite immediately for the reversal of 
the decision to include Kangra district in the Hindi region 
and demand its mclusion in the Punjabi region. 

Confident of the ultimate tnuxnph of the cause of the 
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linguistic states for the Pun3abi — and Hindi-speaking peo' 
pie and of their o^vn strength and brotherly unity the 
Communist Party appeals to all sections of the democratic 
and patnotic people in the Punjab to rise as one man and 
defeat the communal forces It is by resolutely combat- 
ing these disruptive communal forces, by completely isola 
ting them from the pubbc life that the great Punjabi" 
and Hmdi speaking peoples can carry forward their glon- 
ous Cghtmg traditions and advance along the path of de- 
mocratic reorganisation of their national life 



37. Sirugsis Agains! Cult ol the Individual In CPSU 


The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
has considered the situatlort arising out of the publication 
by the state department of the United States of America of 
a document uhieh purports to be the text of the report 
delivered by Khrushchov at a special session of the twen- 
tieth congress of the CPSU 

The central committee has also studied the resolution 
pa«»etl by the central committee of the CPSU on 30 June. 

The facts mentioned in the report have come os a great 
shock to communists and to millions of progressive people 
alt m’cr the world They reveal that together with great 
successes in the building of socialism in the USSR there 
also occurred during the latter part of the life of J V. 
Stalin instances of distortion of Soviet democracy, infringe- 
ment of socialist legality by excesses and arbitrary act? 
and violation of norms of inner party life 

The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
considers that in view of the seriousness of the mistakes 
committed and in %*icw of the damage done by them it was 
necessary to take resolute measures to rectify the mistakes 
and undo the damage done It was necessary to wage a 
determined struggle against the cull of personality, a cult 
alien to the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, whose growth 
played a big part in creating the conditions In which these 
^mistakes occurred. The cult of the individual belittled 
the role of the mas.ses and the party, came In the way of 
the grou-th of their initiative By undertaking these tasks, 
the ^CPSU leadership has rendered o great service to the 
cause of socialism , ^ . . . 

- Resolution adopted by the ecntnl «>inmitfe«, I-l! July, t956. and 
published in A'ew 'Age. 1) July 195^ " ' 
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The resolution of the central committee of the Commu- 
mst Party of the Soviet Union haa analjsed the histonca 
and soaal conditions that contributed to the development 
of the cult of Stalin. Historical circumstances of hostile 
capitalist enarclement, rise of fasc«ri:i, and the threat o 
attack on the Soviet Union necessitated iron disciplme. 
centralisation of leadership and also some justifiable limi- 
tations on democracy It was under these conditions that 
certain nagative traits of Stalin began to develop, ^^hlcn 
gradually led to the cult of the indi\ idual and lack of col- 
lective leadership v-nth harmful consequences 

It IS evident that Stalin v.'as mainly respons ble for the 
distortions of Soviet democracy and for the violation ^ 
mnerparty norms. It is also incontestable that in the late 
period of hts life, the cult of the mdi\ idual assumed enot' 
mous proportions. While fully recosnismg the negahie 
features and gra% e defects that de\ eloped in Stal n's 
thods of leadership the central committee of the Commu- 
Tust Party of India considers that a onesided appraisal of 
his role during the last t^venty years of his life, years of 
mighty developments m the USSR and the world com- 
munist movement, causes bewilderment amons the masses 
and can be utilised by enemies of comraumsm to confuse 
them The central committee, therefore, is of the opinion 
that an objective assessment of Stalm’s life and work m 
their entirety, Stalm’s great achievements and senoJ' 
•shortcomings is essential for successfully fighting the cuR 
of the individual and for effectively combating the prevail- 
ing confusion. 

The central committee considers that the excessn e glo”' 
fication of Stalm’s person and role which became a marked 
phenomenon during his lifetime requires adequate ex- 
planation, It IS also necessary to undertake a fuller ana- 
lysis cd the causes -vAndri led to the arbitrary acts and ex- 
cesses It is only then that a correct appraisal of the 
growth of the cult of the individual can be made To as- 
cribe all shortcomings and arbitrariness to the defects of 



ShuggU Against Co/r cf Indlvtdotd iff CPSU 381 

an individual falls short of Mamst-Lanimst standards of 
historic objectivity 

The revelations made m the report of Khrushchov have 
been seized by the imperialists and other enemies of the 
working people to denounce the Soviet Union and under- 
mine the confidence of the people in the soaalist syston. 
The resolution of the central committee of the CPSU passed 
on 30 June has correctly exposed the machinations of these 
enemies and stressed the need for loyalty to the scientific- 
ideology of Maraclsm-Leninism and to the cause of prole- 
tarian internationalism 

The enemies of the working class are at pains to make 
out that the violations of Soviet democracy and the exces- 
ses commlted arc inherent in the Soviet system. There js 
serious danger of many honest and progressive elements 
being influenced by this propaganda, which the Communist 
Party of India considers it imperative to expose and combat- 

Less than forty years have passed smee the triumph of 
the proletarian revolution lA Russia During this perod 
the Soviet Union has transformed itself from a backward 
country into one of the most advanced countries in the 
world from-a country of tsanst autocracy to a country of 
victorious soaalism. During this period one-third of hu- 
manity has been freed from the yoke of capitalism, and 
socialism has emerged as a world system. nWhile the capi- 
talist wt>iid is in the midst of ever-deepening crisis which, 
dooms hundreds of millions of people to conditions of 
misery, unemployment and cultural backwardness, the 
socialist world has registered gigantic progress in every 
sphere The example set by the socialist world and the 
positive measures taken by it have profoundly influenced 
the entire course of human history If today the possibi- 
lity has arisen for prevention of war, for peaceful transi- 
tion to soaalism in a number of slates, if new opportuni- 
ties have opened out before the countries of the former 
Colonial world for independent economic development the 
decisive factor m all these is the growing economic, politi- 
cal and moral might of the Soviet Union and other soaalist 
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slSt6& aAd the poliaes adopted ‘by thdnuf It would ^ 
exaggeration to say that never In human Wstory Jtas so 
much been achievediover audi’vast areas m'such a short 
period - - o ’ ^ 

It IS evident that a system in which such violations and 
distortions were inherent could not have unleashed the 
creative energies o! hundreds o£ millions on a scale never 
known before and brought about such unprecedented social 
translormations i 

The central committee of the Communist Party of India 
IS confident that the detractors of soaalisin and slanderers 
of the Soviet Union, though they may sow some temporary 
eonfusioh cannot "prevent the growing popularity of the 
ideas of socialism in our country nor can they weaken the 
bond of Indo-Soidet friendship 
The twentieth congress of the CPSU, on the basis of the 
gigantic achievements of the past and guided by the all- 
conquermg ideas of' Mandsm-Lemmsm, has charted flu^ 
the path for further advance The decisions of the congress 
and the measures following from them have already had 
powerful impact on the whole world and have cons’derably 
strengthened the movement for peace, d«nocracy ^nd so- 
cialism. “ -< 

'The“m{sfakes and excesses that occurred m the USSR 
Were" hoi due fo the principles of Mar^nsm-Lenimsm or 
the soviet system but to deviations from them In practice 
in several respects TheSe deviations occurred in the back- 
ground of great victories of socialist Tecohslruction earned 
out in an extremely difficult period There can be no 
doubt that with the measures that are being adopted to 
combat and eliminate the defects that crept in during this 
period ahd With further tneasureS baseg on a thorough 
analysis of theUevelopments of the past the Soviet society 
%vni advance further in every sphere and ensure continu- 
ouF expansion of socialist democracy ■* 

It is the ehemies of socialism that have propagated that 
soa^ism Is founded on regimentation in thought and cons- 
htules a denial of that freedom of spint V/hlcKtS'the'source 
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of individual imtiaUve The socialist soaety is in a posi- 
tion to guarantee full freedom of conscience and liberty 
to individuals because it abolishes exploitation of man by 
man and creates conditions m which such individual free- 
dom can constantly flourish. The successes of socialist 
transformations m the economic life should make it all the 
more possible to enlarge the field of mdividual liberty and 
create effective guarantees against its violation. 

The central committee of the Commumst Party of India 
considers it necessaiy to state emphatically that for the 
advance of socialism it is indispensable to adhere finrily 
to the tenets of socialist democracy, and to expand it con- 
tinuously The central committee of the Communist Party 
of India attaches fundamental importance to the safeguard- 
ing and ‘■development of md.vidual freedom and liberty 
under socialism The central committee is confident that 
the world communist movement will profit by the experi- 
ences of the USSR and take effective measures for the de- 
fence and extension of democracy m every sphere 
Whili socialism has become the common goal of all pro 
gressive mankind in our present epoch each country will 
however proceed to this goal in its own way Firmly ad- 
hering to the pnnaples of MarTasm-Lemnism the Com- 
munist Party of India seeks to achieve its goal of socialism 
by basing itself on the national traditions and specific fea- 
tures of our own country 

Loyalty to the principles of Marxism Leninism the 
common goal of socialism and the struggle for peace demo- 
cracy and the defence of national freedom constitute to- 
day the basis of proletarian uitemationaUsm and fraternal 
cooperation among communist and workers’ parties This 
cooperation which is based on exchange and pooling of 
commott experience freedom Of cnticisnr and selfcnticism 
and independence of national parties is indispensable for the 
'ocialist movement The-Communist Party of India will 
do everything to promote ’ and strengthen this common 
bond of proletarian mtemalioniiism — - 
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Developments m the Naga region are causing^ deep con 
cem to every thinking Indian Our defence forces are 
shedding the blood of our own countrymen It constitutes 
a tragic commentary on the present administration Th® 
seemingly remote Naga problem calls for deep thought 
and prompt action from every Indian 
The Communist Party shares the feelings of a large sec- 
tion ol the Indian press and public opinion that a peaceful 
solution of the Naga problem must be immediately sought 
by the government 

Our party notes with deep regret that instead of pursu- 
ing this course of sanity and humanity, the government of 
India has adopted the policy of intensifymg military mea 
sures This policy of the government is bound to create 
further bitterness not only among the Nagas but also lO 
the minds of other tnbes and push the Nagas to further 
desperatism on the one hand and create on the other anta 
gonism between the plams people and the Nagas which 
was so far absent in the situation 

We are firmly on the opinion that the responsibiLty 
creating this situation primarily lies with the government s 
unsympathetic and bureaucratic attitude towards the Nagas 
and their ngid policy of sticking to the sixth schedule of 
the constitution which is not ohly far irom satisfying the 
aspiration of the Nagad but has Also been so far imable to 
satisfy any tube m Assam. The government drifted to 
this position although the demand for mdependence of the 
Nagas was raised long before in 1946 itself 

Rffsoluton passed by Ihe cenfral cozn/mUee 1 11 July 1956 and 
published m New A^f 22 July 1956 
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pf<^le;__Ensur4> the democratic 
cooperation oi^e people there _ „ ' 

— The recognition of their full rights on languages, cul 
ture customs and tribal institutions of the Naga^ includ- 
ing judiaal institution and help them to develop further 
in- their ovvn w ay 

The Communist Party of India calls upon the people and 
parties in India to take up the issue and urge upon the 
government to change its present policy and take the path, 
of peaceful negoliauon and settlement m the Naga Hills. 



39 Slaf$meitt 90 Jijngiul Biimjiay (State 


The decision of the government of India to impose a 
bilingual state of Bombay on the people -of Maharashtra 
and Gujaratis a severe blow against their cherished demo- 
cratic desire for Samyukta Maharashtra and Maha Gujarat 
The government of India and the congress high command 
are fully backing the determination of big business that 
the aty should not go to a Samyukta Maharashtra state 
of uhich It should by all democratic standard^ form a 
part But unable to face the people of Iklaharashtra they 
«eek an opportunist solution this way 
Attempts will be made as was done when the Bengal* 
Bihar merger proposal was mooted to persuade the Maha 
rashtrians that by the strength df their numbers they can. 
dominate in the bilingual state while on the other hand 
the Gujaratis will be told that numbers do not count but 
only economic power t 5 

Far from helping to build the fraternal relations be- 
tween the Gujaratis and Maharashtnans ^ the imposition 
of the bilingual state will only result In embittenog feel- 
ings and undermine the unity of the country 
Emboldened by the temporary and inglorious success 
they have achieved In the cascrof Bombay certain ele 
menta with the support and blessings of the congress- hijvh 
command are making frantic efforts to upset the (decisions 
already reached m f ega'^ to Bengal, Bihar and the southern 
states and to foist bihngualstates on the people 9 
The politbureau of the central committee the Com 
mumst Party of Ind}a is confident that these designs to be 
foiled by the’-umted will 0/ the peppier* ‘ rl - 

' r-r— 7 1'' f ^ C n t 

This sutwnent was issued by ihe politbureau on 8 August 1956 
and published pi Hav ^gef.^J^ogjls]t ^ ^ 
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40. On India's Palh of Development 


The articles by Modeste Bubinstem entitled "A Nonca- 
pitalist Path lor Underdeveloped Countries” (see Appen- 
dix) has attracted some attention because of the attempt^ 
that they make to analyse the forms of economic develop- 
ment that are taking place in India. 

• Some of the formulations made in the article are per- 
fectly correct. For example, it shows the differences be- 
tween India on the one hand and the United States and 
countries of western Europe on the other and rightly points 
out that state capitalist enterprises in India under present 
conditions play a progressive role. It may be mentioned 
here that this has been the thesis of the Communist Part/ 
of India also, as can be seen from the following: 

* "We must clearly realise that w'hile the extension of the 
state sector and the nationalisation of certain concerns in 
today's America may have no progressive significance 
whatsoever, in India the extension of the public sector in 
order to develop heavy industries has got a progressive 
significance” (Some Questions of Party Policy, p 57) 

Hence it is that our party has consistently supported all 
steps taken by the govemroeot for extension of the state 
sector. 

Nevertheless, despite these and a number of other correct 
observations that the articles make, the general trend of 
the articles is wholly misleading and the mam thesis that 
they put forth is \rilhoul foundation. ' 

■^e articles, after stating that objective possibilities 
exist in India for taking to the path of'soaalism by peace- 
ful methods, a statement with whidi there would- be- gene- 

^ampUct by Aioy tjbosb ynfttiilhed in Oclober t956. ‘ ’ 
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Jal agreement, make the astounding assertion. ' That path 
has been advocated lor many years by Jawaharlal Nehru”, 
Approvingly quoting the Avadi resolution of the National 
Congress, the author attempts to prove the thesis that the 
resolution ’ is expressive of the attitude of the congress 
leadership and of the government on a number of key eco- 
nomic reforms ' The case that is made m favour of the 
thesis cannot ho'sever carry conviction to one who h a; 
studied the political and economic realities m rpf{ i T> 

The "commanding position of foreign capital ' (mainly 
British) m several vital sectors of Indian economy such as 
coal, jute, oil and tea, is admitted in the article as also the 
position of Indian monopoly capital m some other sectors 
But their political and even economic implications are 
Ignored. No importance ts attached to the fact that the 
main profit-making concerns remain m the hands of pri- 
vate capital 


PROFESSION AND PlUCTlCE 

The author quotes from the Avadi resolution that there 
should be equitable distnbution of national v<ealth but does 
not care to mention to what extent this pious declaration 
has been given effect to 

As IS well known and has been mentioned m several 
articles, the net income from factory industries m India 
increased from Ks SSO crore to Rs 760 crore between 1950 
and 1954 The total increase m wages and salanes 
however, was only from Bs 232 aore to Rs 249 crore 
while the profits distnbuted as dividends rents mterest 
etc , increased from Rs 318 crore to Rs 510 crore The share 
of wages and salanes in the net income declined from 42 
to 33 per cent, while the share of profits increased from 
58 to 67 per cent 

And while these profits were being made by mtensifica 
tion of the exploitation of workers and also at the cost of 
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the consumers the proportion Of dirdcc iaxts whoso burden 
mainly falls on the richer classes declined while Iho' pro- 
portion of indirect taxes gr^w^ Accordmg to th? taxation 
inquiry conmuUee s report, it all taxes leyied by the cen 
tral state and local bodies arq^taken into account, direct 
taxation declined from 45 per cent m 1944-45 to 24 per 
cent m 1953 54 The revenue collected from sales tax 
whose burden falls on common people increased from Rs 
8 crore m 1939 40 to Rs 52 crore in 1952-53 and is expec- 
ted to reach Rs 70 crore m 1956 57 

The index of industrial production between 1946 and 
1954 increased by 46 5 per cent But the index of average 
number ot workers rose m the same period by only 6 per 
cent 

Despite the stupendous increase m profits and m the 
productivity of workers as revealed m the above figures 
the government did not think it necessary to compel the 
capitalists to grant adequate wage increase All trade- 
union leaders indudmg the leaders of the government 
backed Indian National Trade Union Congress have ex 
posed the hollowness of the plea that the mdustnes can 
not afford such wage increase Facts and figures quoted 
by the tradeumon leaders on the basis of the publications 
of the government and of the Reserve Bank of India have 
not been challenged by anyone. Yet all that the second 
five year plan has to say is that studies should be under 
taken to see whether there is any scope for wage increases 
even at the present level of productivity (Second Five 
Year Plan p 579) 

Which class has profited most from the economic poU 
cies of the government — ^this is a question which anv 
Marxist any senous student of economics has to examme 
in order to determine whether the path taken by a govern 
ment IS the path of socialism Or even of democratic plan, 
rung Unfortunately Modeste Rubinstein does not even 
pose the question. 
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SECOND JptAN 

The second five-year plan har declared certain objectives 
and laid down certain pnnaples. These objectives and 
these principles have been welcomed by patriotic-minded 
Indians — not because they bnng about socialism but be- 
cause, if carried out they will help to strengthen India’s 
national economy and bring about some improvement in 
the condition of the masses Nevertheless the actual me- 
thods which the government has proposed not only inten- 
sify distress of the people but jeopardise the very declared 
objectives of the plan. 

This is seen most clearly m the methods by which fin- 
ances needed for the plan are proposed to be raised. Oe- 
ficit-fmancmg on a vast scale (12(X) crores of rupees) and 
crushing burdens on the people — such are the proposed 
methods in the mam 

Already the effects of these methods are evident In 
an editorial published on ^ May i9S6 the Amnta Bazar 
Pattika, a paper which generally supports the National 
Congress and the government oipressed concern at the 
"joint operation of the excessive pncense and the imposi- 
tion of heavy indirect taxes ’ and warned "Unless the 
puces come down to a reasonable level and the current 
method of levying taxation is replaced by a more just and 
CQuitable system the increase in national income, instead 
of adding to the common mans prosperity will result m 
making the nch richer and poor poorer ” 

The process has gone unchecked since then. The im- 
position of new excise duty on cloth m August 1956 which 
hasT already sent cloth prices soanng is the latest blow 
agamst the people Pnees of everyday necessities, above 
all foodgrains are mounting rapidly threatening 
of people with semistarvation. 

On 31 August 1956 the same day when the new excise 
duty on cloth was imposed a question vras put in the 
parliament by a member asldng why the central govern- 
ment wanted to pay to tfie foreign owners of the Kolax 
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Gold Fields in Mysore, a hiaber rate of compensation than 
that proposed by the Mysore government. The govern- 
ments reply was that it would not be in public interest 
to reveal details of the negotiation 
Such- IS the concern lor the people and such is the con- 
cern for the monopolists on the part pf a government which 
claims to stand for socialism 
All these facts find no mention In the articles by Modeste 
Rubinstein Nor does the author think it necessary to 
pose the question as to whether and to what extent trade- 
union rights democratic rights and civil liberties are being 
safeguarded and extended The attempt to brutally sup- 
press workingclass struggles as m Darjeeling Kanpur 
Amntsar Orissa the launching of thousands of cases 
against workingclass and peasant cadres the mass shoot- 
mg as was indulged in Bombay and Ahmedabad— all these 
are ignored It seems to be assumed that these have no 
relevance to the question of path of development' 


Aokarian questiok 

But by far the most astounding thing in the articles 
which claim to examme forms of economic development 
m India is that they practically make no reference to the 
agrarian question — the key question in India This is not 
accidental It follows directly from the whole basic ap 
proach 

This IS not the place to examme in detail the agrarian 
policy of the government As the political resolution of 
the Communist Party of India adopted at its fourth cong- 
ress points out the government of India strives to curb 
feudal forms of exploitation transforming feudal landlords 
into capitalist landlords and create a stratum of nch 
peasantry that can act as the social base of bourgeois rule 
m the coimtryside At the same time this policy is earned 
out m such a way as to preserve and consolidate the alli- 
ance between the bourgeoisie and the landlords 
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This IS seen in the heavy compensation that is being paid 
to the landlords whose land is acquired and also the way 
the land problem is treated As regards conpensation, ' the 
sum mvolved". writes H D Malaviya, secretary of the 
political and economic research department of the All- 
India congress committee, anywhere m the neighbour- 
hood of Rs 550 crore will remain a constant source of 
anxiety for the state exchequers for years to come”. 
Malaviya fully agrees with an American expert whose 
opinion was sought by the government of India that “com- 
pensation at current rates will load the peasant with con- 
siderable debts" 

Landlordism under various names and m various forms 
has long been the worst feature of our economic life An 
article published m August 1955 by Krishna BaJJabh Sahai, 
the revenue minister of Bthar, estimated that 2 S4 per cent 
of the holdings m the state cover 7 million acres or 25 per 
cent of the total agricultural land In Madhya Pradesh, 

3 44 per cent of the holdings cover 30 5 per cent of the 
land A. P Jam, minister m the central government, has 
recently stated that 60 per cent of our peasants own only 
15 5 per cent of the total cultivable area while 5 per cent 
of landholders own 34 per cent of the land 
The high rent which peasants have to pay together with 
heavy taxes and other dues drive Ihern to contract debts 
at usurious rates Dr Raj of the Delhi School of Economics 
has calculated that "perhaps as high as SOO to 1000 crore 
rupees of the income generated m the agricultural sector 
every year is appropriated in the form of rent and inte- 
rest”. This evidently is an underestimation. 

What has been done in the course of nine years when 
the Congress has held absolute power? The second five-year 
plan itself, while waxing eloquent over what has been done, 
has nevertheless to admit certain facts "Progress in the re- 
gulation of rents has been slow and m several states lags 
behind” (p 189). "During the past few years there have 
been instances m some states of largcscalc ejectment of 
tenants and of ‘voluntary suirenderof tonanCTCs’- Afost 
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‘voluntary surrender o£ tenanaes’ are open to doubt as 
bona fide transfers” (p 185) 

As regards ceiling on holding^ it is admitted that very 
little progress has been made m respect of the socallcd pri- 
vate lands Taking advantage of the deliberate procrasti- 
nation on the part of the government, the landlords have 
resorted to fictitious transfer and other means on such a 
vast scale that very little land will be left by the tune 
ceilings are imposed — even if they are imposed at all The 
open sabotage of the proposal for ceiling by the Bihar 
government, which has evoked the wrath of all honest 
congressmen m the province, the blunt rejection of the 
very idea of ceiling by the UP government tell their own 
story The Times o/ /ndia, owned by the multimilhonaire 
Dalima in an editorial of 10 August 1956 criticising the 
dilatory tactics of the government on this issue asks the 
question ' Must the question of ceilings await the acces- 
sion to pow*er of some other party which will do what 
the Congress has promised for the past 25 years’" 

Ko useful purpose would be served by giving more facts. 
What has been stated shotild sufhee to show the utterly 
untenable nature of the mam thesis presented by Modest** 
Rubinstem in his articles 

It IS one thing to state that capitalism is not popular m 
imderdeveloped countnes and its possibilities are limited. 
It is a totally different thing to assert that countnes like 
India which are stnving to develop an mdependent economy 
with that objective m view strengthening the state 
sector have already thereby taken to or are moving to- 
wards a noncapitalist path Unfortunately Modesle 
Rubinstem fails to make a clear distinction betw een the two 


GovERKiiENT Policies — communist Akalvsis 

We do recognise that the economic policy of the govem- 
irent of India is different from the policy that was pur- 
sued by the Bnlish goveniment We have pointed out in 
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politicil rtsoluiion that the government of India is a 
fcourgc-ois-landJord government in which the hounffcoisic 
is the ItadiRg force’ and that its poJIacs are motivated 
b> iht desire to develop India along independent c<iptta~ 
liit lirM" [emphasis added) 

Wo have further stated 

^Vith this aim in view ihe govetnment strives to weaken 
the position of British capital in our economy It strives 
to curb feudal forms of exploitation transforming feudal 
landlords Into capitalist landlords and create a stratum of 
nch peasantry that can act as the social base of bourgeois 
rule in the countrjiide It strives to extend and develop 
the stale sector, which lo the existing situation is essential 
lor the development of capitalism itself These aims and 
the measures resulting therefrom inevitably bring the 
government into conflict with Imperialism with feudalism 
and sometimes with the narrow interests of sections of the 
bourgeoisie, os was seen in the ease of nationalisation of 
life insurance They also lead to conflict of policies as 
seen in the entire controversies over the problems of in> 
dustrialisatioa 

'These conflicts have a progressive slgniDcance m re- 
lation to the democratic movement They increase the 
possibilities to move the government by mass pressure 
and by strengthening popular unity, in the direction of 
democratic reforms and against concession to reactionary 
forces. 

With the increased cUoils lor industrialisation in the 
additions of today when the urge for national reconstruc- 
tion among the people as well as the mass movement are 
both growing, these conflicts cannot but further sharpen 
making it possible for the democratic movement to secure 
the adoption of a number of measures that weaken the 
portion of foreign capital in our economy as also that of 
the position of Indian reactionary forces in our political 
and economic life 

' The Communist Party is vitally interested in such 
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developments and strives to strengthen them, for they 
help in strengthening the democratic movement and m 
consolidating and extending the democratic front Every 
step that IS taken by the government for strengthemng 
national freedom and national economy, against impenahst, 
feudal and monopoly interests, will receive our most 
energetic and unstinted support" (Polhicol fJcsoIution, pp 
21 - 22 ) 

The government of India, abandomng its earlier policy 
of total dependence on imperialists, has entered into eco- 
nomic relations with the USSR and other socialist count- 
ries It is defending the cause of peace and taking a re- 
solute stand against imperialist warmongers. All this 
strengthens our national economy, our national independ- 
ence and heightens our national prestige These measures 
are fully m accord with our national interest, with the 
interest of progressive forces all over the world and hence 
the Communist Party wholeheartedly supports them. 

At the same tune, conscious of the limitations of mde- 
pendent capitalist development m India m the present con- 
text We have stressed that 

" It would be a profound mistake to consider that 
the sharpemng of the conflict between imperialism and the 
government of India, of the conflict between feudalism and 
the needs of bourgeois development and the attempt of the 
bourgeoisie to strengthen its position in this conflict, have 
already led to or can by themselves lead to the mtemal 
policies of the government becoming popular democratic. 
The bourgeoisie seeks to strengthen its position not merely 
m relation, to imperialism and feudalism, but also m. re- 
lation to the popular masses It seeks to resolve its con- 
flict vath imperialism and feudalism at the co«t of the 
people 

'Therefore, while opposing and attempting to weaken 
its gnp over national economv the bourgeoisie simul- 
taneously maintains its Imks with British capital and 
gives facilities for further inflow of foreign capital While 
striving to curb and weaken feudalism it simultanecusly 
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maintains its alliance with landlords, against the demo- 
cratic forces and makes concessions to the landlords. 
While striving to industrialise the country, it seeks to 
place the burdens of economic development mainJy on 
the common people While extending the public sector. 
It simultaneously pursues poliacs of support to monopo- 
lists in their attacks on the uorking people and adopts 
many measures which enrich the monopolists and thus 
help them to strengthen their position in important 
spheres of our life While calling upon the people to co- 
operate in the task el national reconstrucfion, if simul- 
taneously strengthens the bureaucratic apparatus, places 
mam reliance on it, refuses to extend democracy and to 
adopt measures that v.ouId improve the conditions of the 
people These are policies that weaken and shackle the 
very classes that are the most resolute defenders of peace 
and national freedom— the classes without whose initia- 
tive and creatue activity the nation cannot be rebuilt 
"Due to all this and the divergence between the aims 
of industrialisation and the methods adopted by the 
government to achieve these aims, the process of develop- 
ment of the country acquires a slow and halung charac- 
ter, marked by twists and turns, giving rise to sharp 
conflicts and profound contradictions They retard the 
sweeping away of the obstacles that stand in the way 
of India's development They unpose colossal burdens 
on the people, impoverish them, thus preventing stable 
and continuous expansion of the internal market 
"In executing these policies the government not only 
attempts to placate the people by making concessions and 
granting some relief, but often resorts to repressive meas- 
ures also In the day-fo day struggles of the masses as 
well as the struggles waged by the people on democraUc 
»>sues. the congress government often resorts to wholiaale 
arrests lathicharges and even terror by shooting The 
brutal suppression of the struggles in connection with 
Iho SRC report, the killings of Patna students, the firings 
on tea-garden workers of Darjeeling, the mass arrests m 
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several places in connection with day-to-day struggles, 
all these reveal the callous character of the government 
m relation to the masses when they dare to resort to 
action in defence of their rights and interests The strug- 
gle against this suppression, the struggle for protecting 
and extending the democratic rights, forms an mtegral 
part of the struggle for unitmg the people 

"In these circumstances, the task of building national 
unity for peace, for defence and strengthenmg of free- 
dom, for national reconstruction, for defence of the vital 
interests of the masses and for extension of democracy is 
an extremely complex task. It demands support to the 
government's stand in relation to the struggle for peace 
and efforts to strengthen it further It demands support 
to all those measures of the government which weaken 
the position of imperialism and feudalism, curb monopoly 
and strengthen national economy It demands the bring- 
mg of pressure on the government m order to accelerate 
the pace of industrialisation and the adoption of meas- 
ures related to this task. It demands vigorous combat- 
ing of the policies of compromise with and concessions to 
foreign capital, landlordism and monopoly mtcrests. It 
demands determmed struggles agamst the government for 
improvement m the condition of the life of the people It 
ca lls for vigorously combating and defeating the repressive 
measures of the government and securing the protection 
and extension of democratic rights. In order that the Com- 
munist Party may pursue such a revolutionary and flexible 
policy and play its rightful role as the builder and spear- 
head of the democratic movement, it must come forward 
as an independent national force It must act as a party of 
opposition m relation to the present government 

' Guided by the interests of the country and the people, 
the Communist Party will extend wholehearted support to 
the government in its pobey of defence of peace and in 
cv cry measure that the government takes to reduce the 
dependence of Indian economy on unpcnalisin But it will 
oppose the scnous concessions the government makes to 
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foreign capital and will mobilise the masses with a view to 
furtailujg these concessions 

' The Communist Party will support every measure the 
government takes against feudal landlords and for the land 
reform measures it has proposed. U will mobilise the pea- 
santry and our people against their sabotage by landlords’ 
interests in the states’ governments and the bureaucrats 
linked with them, and for consistent implementation of 
these proposals through the democratic cooperation of the 
peasant masses and their organisations 

' *1110 Communist Party will resolutely fight against the 
government’s poliacs of support to the monopolists attack 
on the working people which result in fresh burdens on the 
masses It will fight its antidemocratic poUaes that suppress 
democratic rights and civil liberties, disrupt the tradeunion 
movement and deny tradeumon rights. It will organise the 
mass movement of workers, peasants and other democratic 
sections with a view to defeat and reverse these poliaes as 
well as to secure relief for the people and to improve their 
conditions” (Political Hesolutton, pp 22-24) 

Such IS our analysis of the policies of the government, 
based on objective study of facts Such is the policy which 
the Communist Party of India follows in order to unite the 
masses of our people in the struggle for peace democracy 
and socialism. 


TRANSITION TO SOCIAUSSI 

Modeste Rubmstem s articles not only give an mcorrect 
picture of the economic situation in India, they also suffer 
from other defects Whatever the intention of the author 
may be, the articles strengthen some erroneous concepts 
about sociabsm that have recently gained currency in cer 
tain circles. 

It is undoubtedly true that the massive achievements of 
socialim m the USSR and the epochmaking advance regis- 
tered in China have had a powerful impact all over the 
world and especially jn underdeveloped countries and have 
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enormously strengthened the ideas of socialism not merely 
among the working class but among the peasantry, and 
other progressive classes and sections It is equally true, 
as already stressed, that the extension of the state sector 
plays a progressive role m these countries All this how- 
ever does not justify the thesis that by declaring socialism 
as their atm and by developing the state sector, these coun- 
tries can launch themselves on a 'noncapitalist' path of 
development 

Rubinstein admits that "steps to develop state mduslry 
are not, m themselves, of a socialist character" Unfortu- 
nately, however, this perfectly correct thesis gets pracli^ 
cally negated by other formulations m the same article 
In support of his analysis about the developments in 
India, Modesle Rubinstein asserts that "socialist develop- 
ment IS bound to differ in accordance with the conditions 
prevailing m different countries” No one will dispute this 
formulation But what is virtually ignored m the article 
IS the profound truth that "Whatever the form of transi- 
tion to socialism, the deasive and indispensable factor is 
the political leadership of the workmg class headed by its 
vanguard Without this, there can be no transition to so- 
cialism" (Report of the central committee of the CPSU to 
the twentieth congress) 

The histone formulation of the 20th congress of the 
CPSU about the possibility ot peaceful, trarvsvtvon to social- 
ism arm the workingclass movement all over the world with 
a weapon of exceptional power Hus formulation of the 
20th congress is fully in accordance with Lenin’s teaching 
that * Marx did not commit himself — or the future leaders 
of soaalist revolution — to mailers of form, to methods and 
ways of bringing about revolution" At the same time, 
there is a serious danger of these formulations being under- 
stood in an incorrect way which is contrary to the basic 
principles of Marxism-Leninism — principles which are 
equally valid for all countries 

'Socialism is inconceivable’, wrote Lenin, 'unless the 
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proletariat is the ruler of the state” (ibid, p 365). The 
essence of this ihtsis as ue have seen, has not been negated 
but on the contrary has been reasserted by the 20th con- 
gress of the CPSU 

in uhat sense then one may ask, did Lenin consider 
state capitalism, e\Qn under bourgeois rule and even m 
advanced capitalist countries, to be an advance? The ans- 
wer is given in Lenin’s well-known article, written a year 
beiore the October revolution "The impending Catastrophe 
and How to Combat It” ’State monopoly capitalism is a 
complete material preparation for socialism, the prelude to 
socialism, a rung m the ladder of history between which 
ond the rung called socialism, there are no intermediate 
Steps" (Lenin’s emphasis, Selected works, Vol 2, p 114) 
Earlier m the same article ” given a really revolu- 
tionary democratic state, state monopoly capitalism inevi- 
tably and unavoidably implies a step or several steps to- 
wards socialism*" (ibid, p 113) 

After the revolution, Lenin combating the lefts showed 
how state capitalism with the working people in power can 
help to create conditions for transition to socialism. The 
example of China fully corroborates this thesis of Lenin. 

The bourgeoisie, no matter how radical and progressive, 
cannot build socialism which is based on new property 
relations. Power m the hands of the democratic masses 
led by the proletariat — this is the essential condition for 
the building of soaalism The replacement of bourgeois- 
landlord rule by the rule of the people headed by the work- 
ing class — without this soaaljsm is mconceivable The 
actual methods of conquest of power will not be the same 
m all cases New historic possibihties have opened out of 
effecting the transition to saaaltsm in a peaceful way and 
it is the duty of all communist parties, all forces standing 
for soaalism, to strive their utmost to realise this possibi- 
lity But it would be utterly incorrect to hold that this 
IS the same as the theory of ’gradualism’, the theory of 
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socialist 'elements’ gradually growing within the capitalist 
state and ushering in socialism. 

Further, the Leninist thesis that the bureaucratic state 
machme of the bourgeoisie cannot be the instrument for 
the exercise of power by the toiling masses and for the 
biuldmg of soaalism — this thesis also retains its luU vali- 
dity The precise method of eliminating the old state ap- 
paratus may be different and spread over a much longer 
period than was the case in Russia after revolution. But 
in order to build socialism the old state apparatus has to 
be replaced by a new system — one m which real power is 
vested in popular elected organs It is worth notmg that 
under the Nehru government, which claims to stand for 
soaalism, the bureaucratic-police apparatus has not merely 
been kept intact but its power and scope have steadily 
grown 

To conclude There undoubtedly exists a noncapitalist 
path of development for the underdeveloped countries like 
India. But it would be an illusion to think that the present 
government headed by the bourgeoisie, can advance on that 
path The Communist Party of India does not suffer from 
such illusions Therefore while fully recognising certain 
possibilities of advance in the existing situation and while 
fully supporting all measures of the government which help 
to realise these possibdities and strengthen the cause of 
peace, national freedom and national economy, the Com- 
munist Party simultaneously strives to strengthen the 
forces of democratic hands of the democratic masses led by 
the working class That alone can complete the tasks of 
the democratic revolution with the utmost rapidity and 
advance the country towards socialism. 
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A Noscaittaust Path tor L^dcrdevcloped Countries 
I 

Wat 4iU be the path of economic and social development of the 
ccOflomicaUy backward, and sow isdeperdcnt countries of Asia and 
Africa? The quesuon is being debated by economists, sociologists, 
politicians and journalists An abundant literature on the subject has 
appeared in the west. 

There are two points of view among the ruling elements of the 
fJnitcd States Some monopoly spotesoKO aiaintain that political 
independence should not essentially change the economic and social 
pattern of these countries That opimoo is perhaps most sahently put 
a the sludy The Pohiieal Economy ol American Foreign Policy 
which follows the state deparlmeot line The underdeveloped coon 
Uies, the Sludy intimates, should remaio underdeveloped lor all time, 
at at any rate should not advance beyond the status of purveyors of 
cheap raw matenal and food for ibe industnal nations and markets 
for their manufactures This is an attempt to perpetuate coIosiaLsm 
in a slightly refurbished form and prevent Asia and Africa from 
breaking out of economic backwardness and dependence 
The other point of view is that the Asian and Afneaa countries 
will develop rapidly along capitalist lines and will thus help to re 
juvenatc the s^e capitalist system 
The fallacy of both predictions bes in the fact that they take no 
account of the aspirations of Ibe people of the underdeveloped coun 
tries, who are deterniined to solve this ad nnpoilant question in 
dcpendently Another thing these predictioDs leave out of account 
IS the conversion of socialum into a woild system embracing Euro- 
pean and Asian countries with over a third of the world s population 
This is a fact of epochal importance i (be ideas of sociah^, first 
given practical embodiment in the Soviet Union and now being 
applied m several other countnes, have a powerful appeal for all 
rations particularly for those of Asia and Africa which, having 
broken out of colonial dependence stand at the historical crossroads 
The sociahst achievements of Peoples China are exerting an espe 
ciady powerful inilueoce in the two continents. Jt was established 
at the third session of the national peoples assembly last month that 


Text of two articles by Modesie Rubinstein in Mete Times Nos 
28 & 32, 19*:6 
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the orii,inal plan of socialist economic reconstruction had been com 
picted ahead of schedule The socialist sector is tiow the dominant 
force in the Chinese cconoiii>, and it«i » a sure guarantee of success- 
ful transition to socialism It has been dcraonstralcd in practice that 
the peoples dcmocraUc system in China males it possible to carry 
out so.ialist rccoiistruction by peaceful methods 
This IS how the international implications of Chinas so-ialist 
achievements arc assessed by an American expert, Hans J Morgen 
thau, director of the centre for the study of American foreign poDcy 
It the Vlniversiiy of Chicago, m an article in the Aeii Republic of 
16 April 

Nobody who has recently travelled through Asia with his c>cs 
open can fail to be impressed by the impact which the emancipation 
of Oiina from western dependence and the restoration of its powa 
4$ a nation and as a civilisation is maling upon all of Asia from 
Japan to Pakistan. What Asians admire and respect in China is what 
seems to them the ful&lmcot of the aspirations of all of Asu to 
be masters in their own house and to prove themselves to be equal, 
if not the superior, of the west * 

Those who believe that the alteroauve before the Asian and Afn 
can countries is either to remain virtual colomes or choose the path 
of capitabst development, are takins a very narrow view to say the 
least. For in both continents there is a clear understanding that eco 
nomic backwardness is due to the long years of colonial domination 
That is why India Burma Indonesia Egypt Ceylon and many other 
nations are so vigorous in their opposition to colonialism and to all 
other forms of imperialist oppression or foreign monopoly dictation 
Freed of colonial tutelage, the Asian and African countries are 
confronted with many complex economic, social and political pro- 
blems These involve govemmcDtaJ structure economic (particularly 
industnal) development, cultural advancenvent, liquidation of feudal 
survivals, the nationalities question and many more Properly speak 
mg these are the same problems that had to be faced in one or an 
other degree by the countries oow classed as highly developed Some 
found capitalist solutions, others followed socialist patterns Which 
of these two w'lll Asia and Africa choose? 

This article will deal pnncipally with the economic aspect of the 
problem and more specifically with the forms of economic develop- 
ment in one of the major Asian coontnes India 
India s De\elopmeni 

Foreign capital is still strongly entrenched in the Indian economy 
holding commanding positions in sUvh branches as coal, jute, oil and 
tea and controlling a substantial portion of the engineering and dec 
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irical cjigincenng industries Nutiic monopoly cjpitjl contruts Ctic 
relaUvely highly developed cotton lodusto* iI>o iron und bled 
cemect and several branches of engiorenRf ftJany InJua nionepohes 
ire closely linked with foreign financial interests 
It would, of course, be niive to expect monopoly sjpitjJ to stnie 
for socialist reconstruction Nevcfilickss, in Indn, which is ad\-ancing 
along the road of independent pobucal nnj ccononi c dcvcJ ipmcni 
the objective possibilities exist for obviating the continued growth of 
monopoly capital and by peaceful methods in conformity with the 
''ill of the overwhelming majority of the people liking the socialist 
path 

That path has been advocated for many yc irs by Jiw iharlal Nehru 
III bu Discovery of India Nehru describes the activities of the ni 
tional planning comm ttce initialed by the Indian National Congress 
in 1938 Under his chairmanship the commiucc laid the groundwork 
for placmng economic development after independence md the for 
tration of an independent national government The frst tirgct wis 
industnalisaUon without which Indii would stand no chance of 
Wiping out poverty and unemployment, building up a proper national 
defence and tackling the job of economic reconstruction Aftmberg 
of the committee could not agree on the principles of Indn i future 
focial system, but as Nehru remarks “it became clear fo me thvt our 
plan as it developed was inevitably leading us lowirds cvtiblivhng 
some of (he fundamenraJs of the soaaint stnKlure 
Further consideration of social problems led Nehru to the f How 
mg very significant coiwJusion wWh he made m the Ihirl c» Jn 
cvitably we are led to the only possible solution— the establishment 
of a socialist order first witbn national boundaries md eventually 
m the world as a whole with a controlled product on and diitnbu 
lion of Wealth for the pubi c good 
After independence and proclamation of the republic all these 
questions reappeared in much more acute form Indiaa million* were 
giving thought to what course their country should follow and the 
realisation was steadily gam ng ground that cont nued development of 
capitalism would not solve any of the economic and soclil problem* 
From this followed that socialism offered the only way of ovcrcom 
ing economic backwardness unempfcynicnt tnd poverty f/icra were 
naturally various interpretations of soaatism 
The growing appeal of sociaiism found Mpreswen in the rcsoJui/on 
whch the house of the people adopted in December 1954 It rcids in 
part 'The objective of our econotaic policy should be a sociilislic 
pattern of society and towards this end the tempo of cconom c act! 
vity in general and industrial development in particular should be 
stepDcd up to the maximum possible extent " 

The Indian National Congress, when it met at Avadi in January 
1955 adopted a resolution declaring its basic mm fo be the esfab 
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lishmtnl ol a socialistic pattern of society where (a) the principal 
means of production are tinder social ownership or control, (b) pro- 
duction IS progrcssisely speeded up, (c) there is equitable distribu 
non of the national wealth, (d) there is progressisely fuller employ 
ment so as to lead to full employment within a penod of ten years 
The fact that the Atadi resolution called for a “socialistic patleni 
of society ' and not for socialism |,a\e rise to a heated discussion 
of what the economic basis of that soaety would be 
The predominating view was that such a society could be based 
only on social ownership of the principal means of production But 
the opinion was also expressed that it should be based on the hand 
loom. Others affirmed that Indian sociabsra must be based on the 
big Indian family ind complete decentralisation of producuon 
Still another opiiuon was put forward by G D Birla, prominent 
spoLesman of Indian monopoly capital Addressing the Federation 
of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry m 1955, he said that 
a socialistic pattern of society had nothing m common with socialism 
as such, and that the supreme embodunent of this patum should be 
sought in British and the United States These statements are not 
fortuitous they are evidence of differing viewpoints, determined by 
definite class interests on the future development of India 
But however differently interpreted the Avadi resoluuon is ex 
pressive of the attitude of the congress leadership and of the govern 
meat on a number of Vey ccononuc telorms The governments 
policy is primarily to accelerate lodcstnalisation and build up a 
state-owned heavy industry producing means of production It is set 
forth (with certain essential reservations) m the second Gve-year 
plan and in the resolution on govenimeot industnal policy submitted 
to the bouse of the people on 30 Apn) 

The resolution stresses the need to expand the state sector and 
establish a growing cooperative sector The state sector, it says 
should embrace all basic branches of industry, mduding those of 
strategic importance, and public utihues, and other mapr industries 
requiring capital investment, which under present condiUons can be 
supplied only by the stale. 

The state sector docs not yet play a deciuve part m the economy 
The minister for planning Nanda. states m his report to the can 
gress committee that output by state industry is less than three per 
cent of the national total. If agncuJture and certain other branches 
are excluded, it a c coun t a for about II per cent m manufacUinflg 
mmmg and transport. ‘Tt is obvious", Nanda says in the repofU 
“that the public sector will have to be enlarged greatly m order that 
it may occupy a sigmficant place in the economy of the nation." 

The state sector now extends to the following (I) railway trans 
port, (2) air transport, nationalised in 1953 (3) integrated hydreen 
gjDcenng projects of which the biggest are the Dbakra Nangal m 
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Ifie Punjab, Uie Damodar \allcy deiclopmeai in West Bengal and 
Bihar, and the Hirakud project in Onssa, {A) more than ten big and 
medium size industrial enterprises built m recent years Of these the 
most important arc the Chittaraojan Jocoamtive plaar the Sindn 
nitrate fcriihser plant, the Visakhapalnam shipyards the Perambur 
carnage uorks near Madras the fiangalore engineering norhs the 
Rupnarayanpur cable factory the Delhi DDT plant, the pemailin 
plant at Pinyjn near Poona and the tborjiut) and uranjian process 
ing plant on Trombay island near Bombay 
AU these enterprises equipped with the latest machinery arc al- 
ready >n Operation and are successfully neansg their rated capacities 
State owned factones are still few but as N S Kimishcbov remark 
cd m them one secs the contours of India s future powerful in 
dustry bulwark of its independence of m national might 
The state sector in heavy industry is being considerably enlarged 
under the second fise-year plan, ch efly by tho crecoon of three iron 
:uul steel nulls to produce one miliion tons of steel a year each The 
biggest the Bhilai mill in Madhya Pradesb is being built m cooper 
atioa with ihe Soviet Uruon. The plan calls also for the construe 
Kon of three suce-owoed nitrate fertiliser nulls, a large plant pro- 
duemg heavy electrical machinery and a number of units m the tn 
dusLries roanufacturmg means of productiox The underlying pur 
pose IS rapid industnaUsation, with emphasis on the development of 
heavy industry mainly — but not entirely— lo the state sector 
These steps to develop state industry are not, in themsehes of a 
socialist character State-owned enterprises— railways for example — 
exist in several capitahst countries They are sute-capitalist enter 
pnses However in India as m other economically backward countries 
that have recently embarked on the path of independent development 
state-capitalist enterpnses assume a special character It would be a 
mistake to equate them with state monopoly capitalism in (he Doited 
States or western Europe Amcncan state-monopoly capitalism is an 
outgrowth of the pnvatc monopolies w&icfa are eager to exploit not 
only their own people, but the people of other countries as well It is 
therefore a servant of the expaasionist policy of the coloniahsts, and 
Its role is entirely reacUonary 

On the other hand, the puipose of state-Capitalst enterprises in 
India is to facilitate induslriaUsahon and general economic develop- 
ment. They help to strengthen India s independence and to weaken 
the positions of impcnalism Consequently state-capitalut enterprises 
la India, under present condiUons play a progressive part. At the 
same time Indian state capitalism differs from us counterpart m Ch ina 
where it is being consistently employed by flie people s government to 
expedite the building of socialism 

Lenin repeatedly emphasised that state capitalism >s a step towards 
socabsm. But further steps are requited too— steps that wiU sub- 
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stantially change ihe ownership of the means of production en ure 
a considerable increase m output, fuller employment, a larger 
national income, higher hstng standards ior, and higher pohucal 
ond public activity by, the working people 

The Indian leaders believe that the building of a soc alisuc pattern 
of society" will require much time In opening the debate on the 
hveyear plan in the council of states in May, premier Nehru dc 
dared that Indias development would be a process of absolute and 
relative growth of the state sector which would thus come to control 
an ever larger share of the nations economy 
The present mteniational situauon and the fact that India has 
such tnendly neighbours as the USSR and the People s Republic 
o' China, on whose expeneoce and ccononuc cooperation it can 
draw, lead one to believe that, given close cooperation by all the 
progressive forces of the country, there is the possibility for India 
to develop along soaahst lines 

But, of course, between possibility and reality lies a complicated 
path which wiU require much effort and the overcoming of con 
sidmble resistance from the reactionary forces, particularly the 
forces of international reacuon India s advance along the socuUst 
path will evidently be slower than that of, say, China and, as is 
cbvious from what has been said above, will differ in many respects. 
But only dogmatists can fail to understand these pecuhonUes and 
try to squeeze reahues into their own artificul schemes. Socialist 
development is bound to differ ui accordance with the conditions 
prevailing in different countnes The mulUplicity of forms- of the 
socialist development is but a reflection of the multipbc.ty of the 
histone, economic and social cond tioos in various countnes 

n 

The achievement of political independence ^uarely faces every 
underdeveloped country with the all important problem of deter 
miiung the direction and pace of social and economic development. 
The Peoples Republic of China, the Korean Democratic Peoples 
Republic, the Mongolian Peoples Repubbe and the Democratic 
Republic of Vietium are firmly embarked on the socialist path In 
other former colonics in Asia and Africa the problem is being 
searchingly discussed in govcnimcat councils, parliaments univcr 
silies, labour and other organisations and by scientists wnters and 
businessmen Of course Iheit vnewx vary widely, but the significant 
thing « that there is almost no open advocacy of capital st deve- 
lopment. Even organisations that speak for the national bourgeoisie 
•chambers of comm-rce business conferences etc— avoid advocal 
ng su-h development. The only ones who favour it are publications 
uintrollcd by foreign monopoly interests. 
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The capiUhu p4ih h not popular la unJcrdewloped counuiei. 
Thrt a partially atinbuuble to the tirt that Awanj and Aincans 
quite nthlly avwculc capitalum »>ih colonuLim, and colooulism 
u whatever vhape or form u abhorred and detevleJ Hut there are 
alvo other cunvtderaliont 

The undcfdcvelopol nationt are anaious to overcome their ccon^ 
me backwanlncti in the vhorievt poiuble space of time Hence the 
»IlH)ut ellort to build an intestaicd iwuonal economy, induvtrulise 
the country extend lU trampon laahlici, taiie asricultural levels. 
ir*ip ove living vunda dv wipe out maw unemployment, and so on 
The very independence of theve new Asian and A^ncan 
depends upon the quick accomphvhment of these task* For they 
h-vc no desifc to temam agrarun and raw maienal appendages of 
the imperulivl powers or to use an expression cu^nt 'j* Asa ‘o 
be the wood<hopper* and waier^niers of the industrial capiUliM 
tUUORX. 

Can capitalism accelerate thar advanc<meDl‘> 
to achieve ihetr chief goal-integrated development of the national 
r'oducttve forces? , , 

Mod of the underdeveloped countries r^so* ^ 

re<oii e«_u»ier flower a Wide range of minerals, fertile land, 
saluable tropical ^oods. etc But utilisation of these 
I n any apprceuble scale requires, a* a rule, substantial mil al out 
l’>* and planned elTort over a period of many 
Will foreign capital supply the necessary funds- 
Western financiers have no .merest m 

•’dvanc-ment of Avia and Africa D> Us very nature, capital seeks 

h= . po,.uon w tho. b,g in.cl 

r-™ 

Kjrne of Ih. concr.1. oip«» «f “» preW™ 

I0o5».iuo»k» .holisor. teAfn=k 

TahS' Of : h 1‘unSvebped areas m 

ir cen? oravailable waterpower has been developed 
^ect.ve and rauonal appheaUon of water power « possible only 
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in integrated projects supplying elcctncily, irngation, flood-control 
and water transport This reamres not only very costly jnsulbtions, 
but planned and coordinated development of the various branches 
of the economy In short, it calls for a well thought-out long range 
economic strategy Properly speaking, the advanced capitaUst coun* 
tiies have nothing comparable to such combined development pbns 
based on brgcscale h>dropowcr projects For the big trusts and 
banks are reluctant to tie up their capiUl m schemes that will pay 
ntf many years bter, especially when their etlect is expressed not 
so much m dividends as m a general heightening of economic 
standards 

True, reference is sometimes made to the Tennessee valley auiho- 
nty m the United States. It has been advertised as the ideal of eco- 
nomic democracy', and even as a socialist island in Ihe capita ist 
world', but ne ther of those descnpuoos u valid 

The TVA received large government 'unds for the construction 
ot a senes of hydtotechmea projects, and thrived at a time when 
the Amencan monopolies urgently needed brge quanlilies of cheap 
electric power to expand production of explosives and other war 
goods \^en that factor ceased to operate, the TVA lost its former 
significaaee 

Several Asian countries, notably India, have chosen a different 
path, namely, pbnned integrated development o' available hydro* 
powee tesouTces for the benefit of the nation The central and sttle 
governments are creeling a number of combined hydroengineeriig 
works, including such major undertakings as the Bhakra Nangui 
system, the Damodar valley development, and the Hirakud project 
The same pattern is to be followed in Burma. Indonesia and Egypt- 
Egypt’s outstanding project 1 $, of course, the famous Aswan, dam 
When complclcd, U will produce up to 10 000 million kw per year, 
increase the national arable by one third, prevent devastating floods 
and sharply raise revenue from agriculture 

Similar projects could be buiKhed in other pa'ls o* Asia, Africa 
and LaUn Amenca But they are well mgh impossible in a pnvate 
enterpnse economy It is charactcnstic that no western firm has 
evinced any interest in brgcscale hydropower development m India 
or Egypt Local pnvate capital has ne the* the des re nor the means 
to underUke construction which will pay back only after a p*nod 
of many years 

The western powers dispby interest only if ih-re is some chanc» 
of making these projects pay off poliucally That has been their 
approach to the Aswan plan Egypt was promised financial assist 
arcc but on condition that it consented to fo eign control o' its 
finances and economy The Egvolnn Bovemm*ni ind gnant y re- 
jected these shackling terms, and Washington and London lost all 
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intercit m ihc A»*kan «hemc aixl mthdrew their offer of fmancul 
iuppofL PfCMdenl Nai»<r tsposcJ lh«r policy when he tokJ a public 
ixeiinc in AlexanJni on 26 July 
-Ike imp.mli-1. Jo ool «inl lo m on inJoUru i,al.on ^pa- 
l.lp ol proJoo.nj P>c,)lh.nt .. xqoo. 1 canno. recall msunce 
Jl Amciican aij Jecigned lo lunhet indoctruliulion _ There hare 
been no eipne of lhal. Arrienean aid hae other objccle 
Thi. epioido of .he Ai.ad dam .. d.ik.nj ei.Je.tte rha. aW oode^, 
Je.elopeJ eourdr) .h.eh hope, .o rcee.ie d..,a.e-eil^ dCem 
aviiiunce in eoliin* di iiul economic problems is ssorking under 

" A^™r.n..£y. prinuril, lo, teneraSins eleelr.e rosier, 

say imporunl faelor ,n rhe deselopment of J 

areas. Moit unJerdeselopeJ eounl.ies lack 

loealed deposil. ol coal and o.he, lueK hm many ''a'' ° 

alomic rawmaleruls India, lor insuitte. has 

rium in monaaile sands in Ihe eoaiul areas T'a"""'”",," 

4nii other Hate*. Prime minister NUuu hat «iJ ^ energy 

m^ke a leap from the age o( dung loci to the -i-f 

Iiuiun wientislt are ulceudy working on an P 6 

retearch and eiperimeniation m preparation lor that leap 

However il “''^'h^Unacd Ste'I^elS dimontiratts. tea 
-» the eapenerwe of holding up brge* 

year* now American corporate , orefernna to concentrate 

s«.le eonslesttiion of n""’" l““" 'k.Same b" .he eleelr.e con- 
-n piealusnion ol pbyei a b,£ par. The 

ctrns, anxjou* to retain ih P endeavouring to 

underdeveloped T f^or m developing modern iwh- 

employ atomic energy a* » ^ standards Obviously. Ih© job is 

;rrm.“bf£r7oear;ra'.c''^p'.u^^^^ 

,o deselop a. a Mos. underdevelop- 

Much the same aPP''” rich and varied deposits 
cd countries, as being started and has to be de- 

Prospecting, lifwc Sctual mining operation can 

veloped on a much la E- cap,ul cannot contribute much, and 
begin. Here too local ,f Oteie is a clear prospect of quick 

foreign capital will step deposits that do not recuire 

and huge profits It readily w-ddu East oil where big profits 

nnieh investment One '“'"P* ,1 outlays That explains the 

a.e being made on Tthe Middle East fields 

monociolv scramble for con nrosoectme m underdeveloped 

Capitalist concerns ‘^at or 

countries (for handsome rem American oil com- 

foliily ihe.r own findmEJ Seieral yeoes OE 
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pmy was given a coocessioa lo prospect for oil m West Beogal, 
one of the potentially nebest parts of Indtx It was yven especially 
favourable terms and its activities were highly publicised, but so faf 
the practical results have been mL India has deaded to entrust 
prospecting in other parts of the country to a government organi 
sation employing foreign expem 

The foreign monopolies are still less interested in the industriahsa 
tion of underdeveloped countries, particularly in their heavy industry 
development More, the r policy is deliberately to prevent industria- 
lisation Witness the condiuons laid down m a report submitted to 
the US congress in June 1955 by the Hoover commission In the 
Asian Afncan arc, with the possible exception of Japan, no large 
luanufacturing projects be undertaken and no large industrial plants 
constricted, except for production of strategic nutenals otherwise 
all industrial aid be confined lo small industries.'' That should kill 
all hope of foreign monopoly capital assisung the industnalisation 
of economically backward countnes 

The national bourgeoisie with few exceptions, possesses neither 
the means nor the technical faciliues for building up heavy industry 
The conclusion to be drawn from ail these facts is that lo under 
developed countries heavy industry especially iron and steel, power 
engueering and chemicals, can develop only as part of the state 
sector That view u fully conhfmcd by the record of the past few 
years. 

The previous article noted that m India, power and heavy industry 
development was Rnanced by the state In Burma, the key indus- 
tnes and mines are sute property In Indones a all the major pro- 
jects of the five year plan (19^^^} «il| be built by the central 
government, with local govemments and private interests concen 
traung on smaller undertakings. The same system u being followed 
m Ceylon, Egypt and elsewhere. Nor is this being done out of ideo- 
logical considerations It follows topcally from the experience of 
postwar years which shows that underdeveloped nations cannotr 
under prevaiLng conditions, buld heavy industry by customary 
capitalist methods. 

The same applies to agneutture MI the underdeveloped coun- 
tnes are predominantly agranan. with the vast majority of the popu 
Udon living in rural areas Farming techniques are backward bar 
vest yields low and animat productivity lower stiU. 

Capitalist penetration m agriculture leads to mass unpovenshmeot 
of the tiUers depnves them of their land tends to develop a one 
crop farm structure which makes the country enUrely dependent on 
imports for its food supply The big plantations are usually foreign 
controlled (tea in India and Oylon. rubber m Malaya, Indonesia 
etc ) and are a source of nch profits for a small group of capita 
kts For the peasant populaboo they mean brutal exploiUdon and 
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SOME OBSERVATIOSS OM the jAYAPRAkASH LETTER 


I thank you for your letter dated 5 November, 1956 
I hope this will mark the beginning of a much-needed 
exchange of views between you and other friends m the 
Praja-Socialist Party on the one hand and us, the Indian 
communists, on the other The problems which we all 
who stand for soaalism have to deal with today are so 
vast, the differences between us on those problems are so 
serious and yet our ultimate objectives are so commoa 
that an exchange of ideas and views will be of great help 
for all of us and for movement 
1 take it that it was these considerations that prompted 
you to write your letter which 1 have studied with utmost 
care and profound interest I have done so not merely 
because it comes from a valued fnend and a person who 
occupies an eminent position in our country, but also be- 
cause it raises a number of questions which have been 
agiiatmg us and over which we ourselves have been pon- 
denng deeply 

In wntmg this reply I am not mterested, let me assure 
you m meeting your arguments with counterarguments. 
That sort of thing, I fully agree, will be a wasted effort 
«ni will take us nowhere. I am however disappointed 
with your letter Its ideas are not new and its spirit is 
not what we expected from you. Your approach appears 
to us to be so defective, your appraisal of the world com- 


This pamphlet, published lo December 1956, gives tbs lext of Ajoy 
Ghoshs reply, dated 21 November, to Jayaprakasb Narayans “Letter 
to Communist Friends" of 5 November (given as appendix here) 
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munist movement of its record and of the soaalist system 
so onesided jour assertions so sivceping that one uonders 
whether despite jour being "motnated by the fnendhest 
of sentiments jou are not unwillinsfy resorting to pre- 
cisely what JOU have pleaded against vi 2 the attempt to 
’ score points” 

Onesided /Ippratsaf 

Many of the statements made m jour letter are such 
that one cannot but ask whether jou are displaying that 
regard for truth which jou have nghlly demanded of us 

According to jou. all that has happened m the USSR is 
that "after forij* years of revolution human freedom and 
human dignity lie trampled In the dust’ Is this a cor- 
rect appraisal? 

For you the abolition of capitalism and landlordism and 
the ending of exploitation of man by man seem to mean 
nothing Nor do jou seem to attach any importance to 
the fact (hat in the USSR and m other socialist states it 
>8 the mass of the people— the workers the peasants and 
the working in'clhgentsia— that exerase power at all 
levels, through their elected organs The gigantic achi- 
evements of the USSR m every sphere, the transforma- 
tion of a backward country into a mighty industrial 
power, the liquidation of illiteracy and the tremendous 
cultural advance, the freeing of women from age-old 
bondage, the awakening to a new life of the peoples 
oppressed and held in subjugation by tsardom — do you 
think that all these have no significance m determimng 
what attitude one should adopt towards that country? 
Have the evils that have undoubtedly taken place justify 
your condemnation of the whole system, without any at- 
tempt to understand the causes of the successes as well 
as Vne historic conditions m which ^ese evils occurred^ 

We mamlam that despite the grievous mistakes that were 
committed — ^mistakes many of which could have been avoi- 
ded but many of which were also inevitable because of 
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lHc unique nature ol the attempt to build a new society 
radically ditierent from all past societies in the midst o£ 
a hostile world — the USSR has achieved something which 
no country achieved before The system that prevails there 
IS, with all its shortcommgs, a socialist system The impact 
of this system has been worldwide and has profoundly 
influenced the minds of men as well as the whole course 
of history 

Let me tell you that this is not our view alone This 
view has been expressed by men like Rabindranath Tagore 
and Romain. RoUand This view has been expressed by 
leaders of your own party I would remind you of what 
the late Acharya Narendra Deva said m his presidential 
address to the All India Congress Socialist Party confer- 
ence m May 1934 

'It (soaalism) is no longer a mere principle and dogma, 
but IS being translated into action, at least in one country 
The Russian experiment is going on before our eyes and 
we can study the experiment and form our own con- 
clusions Russia IS the only land without unemployment 
The foundation of a socialist economy has been well 
laid the fact that the Soviet stale is progressing rapidly 
despite the hostility of an antagonistic world, and even in 
the midst of widespread economic crisis, is in itself a proof 
positive that it has a message to give the Russian ex- 
periment has undoubtedly much to teach and has facili- 
tated the task of others who may have to embark upon 
the socialist experiment ’ 

Will you say that this whole evaluation was wrong’ 
Today the ideas of socialism have come to dominate the 
minds of men. People in all countries are gravitating 
towards these ideas Could this have taken place without 
the concrete demonstration of the superiority of socialism 
ever capitalism’ And m the demonstrating this superior- 
ity, IS it not the USSR that has played the pioneering 
role’ 
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Not mtrcly the USSR built the first soaalist society, 
cverconiins heavy odds but it saved humanity from the 
horrors of fascism. It rendered fraternal aid to the peoples 
democracies of Europe and to our great neighbour China 
to rebuild thtir economy When you seize upon certain 
departures from and violations of the pnnciples of equal- 
ity between nations whidi occurred in the relations 
belv-ttn the USSR and some soaalist states to describe 
the policy of the USSR as a new kind of colonialism’— 
are you stating the truth’ Which imperialist country gave 
such assistance to an underdeveloped country as the 
USSR, to take only one example has given to China’ 


Further, what have >ou to say about the Monom.c and 
other asreeraents which the USSR has made with au* 
countriea as Indonesia Egypt and India— agreements 
which hate been warmly acclaimed even by '’OU'S'™ 
circles, agreements which ate ^ 

these countries lor the strengthening ol their nation^ 
Irccdom and nauonal economy’ Do all thcM facts sub- 
stantiate your thesis about a new kind ol colomahsm 
Vuu hate asserted that loMhe USS_^ pe.e has eom^ 
to mean preparedness I 

eppostte ol '™fJ; '„”t^L yea» before the second 
the great world potters, in tne y 

world war, stood bj^e^ Geneva conference m 

to maintain pcac played are outstandmg 

bringing about 

role and which 1 destruction of 

;rdra^rtt.eussR.^^^^^^^^ 

^d“'tho”NATO?’’lTit did that, what woold have happened 
“ the "olSst world’ What would have happened 
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t(i Egypt in the recent crisis? Docs not the whole world 
recognise the decisive role that the USSR has played In 
this crisis in frustrating the attempts of the imperialists, 
m defending the freedom of the countries of Asia and 
Africa, and in preserving peace? 

By emphasising the outstanding achievements of the 
USSR and its role m world affairs we are not for a 
moment minimising the gravity of the mistakes and short- 
comings that have occurred. But the first thing we 
want to stress is that these mistakes did not change the 
basic character of socialist society Secondly, these mis- 
takes have been revealed by the leaders of the USSR 
themselves with a boldness and candour that no govern- 
ment has ever done Thirdly, a process of rethinking, a 
process of reexamination, a process of deep and thorough- 
going reforms has been started and is going forward with 
mcreasing momentum You have, m your letter, focused 
attention only on the mistakes but paid little attention to 
these factors 

You have asked how was it that we were kept m dark 
tor such a long time about what Khrushchov has revealed 
and you have even suggested that it is impossible that 
leaders ot the communist parties did not know the facts 
The truth is that we did not know them until they were 
brought to light by the CPSU leadership itself 

But when you say that the "whole noncommunist world 
was talking about these facts for nearly three decades ' 
and therefore we should have accepted them I am forced 
to ask you Do you think that all that the noncommunist 
world” talked about the USSR has proved correct'' What 
about the wild stones about the USSR spread by ' the 
noncommunist world' in the years after the October 
revolution’ What about the stories about abolition o*’ 
family and suppression of religious rights’ What about 
the reports about the dismtegraUon of Soviet economy 
and the failure of the five-year plans’ What about the 
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contident prediction about the Indastml and military 
weakncsi of the USSR and about its speedy collapse in 
face of Hitlers invasion? Have all these ‘assessments’ of 
the "noncommunlst uorfd proved correct? And If they 
bate not, are ue to be blamed for relying far more on the 
statements of the leaders of the USSR than on leaders of 
the "nonmnununist uorld 

At the same time. %vo agree that we were wrong m 
idealising everything in the USSR We should have paid 
more attention to the cniicism of the USSR made by 
socialist and noncommunist democrats We agree that 
among us and in other communist parties, the tendency 
developed of defending everything done by the USSR, of 
condemning everyone who cnUcised any aspect of Soviet 
policy. We are deeply conscious of the damage this has 
done to the cause of eommumst'sociahst unity and even 
to the cause of socialism We are determined to abandon 
this attitude 

But are you justified m claiming that what you stated 
about the USSR in the past and what you are stating now 
Is the truth’ if •we were wrong in hailing the USSR as a 
"faultless model", arc you nght in painting it as a ' hideous 
thing", with scant regard for truth and conveniently 
Ignonng all facts which do not suit your thesis? Is this the 
' Marxian objectivity and revolutionaiy freedom of the 
human mind” which you set before us as a model? 

Your appraisal of the work of the communist parties 
suffers from the same defect of onesidedness as your 
appraisal of the USSR Communist parties all over the 
world, if one is to believe you, are nothing but ' puppets 
of Moscow" If that were so, how do you explain the 
tnumph of revolution m China? How do you explain the 
fact that in France and Italy, the communist parties have 
a greater mass following than any other party’ How do 
you explam even the position which the Communist Party 
of India has attained as a major force in our own country? 
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democratic rule and which, incidentally, reveals the enor- 
mity of the mistakes, misdeeds and even crimes committed 
by the government of Hungary both m internal sphere 
and m its relation to the USSR. 

It IS to be deeply regretted that the popular movement 
for democratic reforms was joined in by reactionaries who, 
with imperialist help, brought about an armed uprising 
against the socialist sistem and to deal with which the 
government had to call m for assistance of Soviet troops 
But when you say that m relation to Hungary the 
choice that we have to make is between freedom and 
•slavery, we are forced to ask you whether you consider 
the developments that took place there after the 31st of 
October as a movement for freedom The mass butchery 
of communists, of worktngclass leaders and their families, 
the attempt at restoration of capitalism and landlordism 
by the Horthy fasasts, directly aided by foreign impenal- 
ists and the conversion of Hungary into a war-base against 
the socialist world— do you think all this would have 
meant freedom*’ Would this not have been a supreme 
tragedy lor the Himganan people’’ Would this not have 
accentuated the danger of world war' Would this not have 
imperilled the whole soaalist world and created a danger- 
ous situation, paralysing the action of the USSR at a time 
when the freedom of Egypt and with it of the whole of 
Asia and Africa faced a grave menace — a menace which 
only the decisive intervention of the USSR^could and did 
avert’’ 

You may say that all this talk about restoration of cap- 
italism, imperialist aid and war-danger is a mere smoke- 
-screen to cover the unpenalist designs of Russia In that 
case, how do you explain the farreachmg changes that are 
taking place in the relation between Poland and the USSR 
ty methods of negotiation and by peaceful efforts’’ 
V/hy was It that president Tito who certainly even you 
would agree, does not favour Russian domination, stated 
on 16 November that Soviet armed intervention which 
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displaced government turned out to have saved so- 
cialism in Hungary, was necessary and was the lesser o( 
the two evils' because 'the alternative would have been 
chaos, mil war, counterrevolution and a new world war '7 

At the same tune I admit that on the issue of 
Hungary, div ergence of opinion about the propriety 
of the action taken b> the USSR is possible and 
even inevitable because of the complexity of the 
issue involved Our party ihinks that m the situation 
that dcvcloptd, such action however painful, was essential 
fn the interest of the Hungarian people and socialism, m 
the interest of world peace, in the interest of the freedom 
of Asian and African people Wliether our position is cor- 
rect or not, hutory alone will show But in any case, we 
rhall not call all those who cnticise Soviet action as being 
agents of tmpenalism lust as we expect them to recognise 
our bona fides. Your statement that the future of com- 
munism" depends on the stand that communist parties 
take an the question of Hungary— which means that they 
Will have proved their independence if they condemn the 
USSR and their subservience if they do not — oversimpli- 
fies the whole issue and cannot therefore, be the basts of 
our attitude 

In your recent statements >ou have condemned the 
USSR for intervention in Hungary You may think you 
are right in doing so But how is it that you have not, 
even once, if I am not mistaken, mentioned the role of the 
USSR m halting Anglo-French aggression m Egypt^ Is 
this not significant? Does this not reveal a prejudiced 
mind’ Why is it also that while dismissing in one sentence 
the peace policy of the USSR — peace has come to mean 
preparedness for war" — ^you have kept silent over the 
concrete measures taken by the USSR for peace — measures 
that have been praised even by many bourgeois leaders’ 

One of your observations on Yugoslavia surprises me 
We were undoubtedly wrong in the attitude we adopted 
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towards Yugoslavia You have rightly criticised us for 
that I would not have minded if that criticism had been 
sharper But you also stale that "events have happened 
m the country in recent months that are somewhat disturb- 
ing" I do not know what these events are that you are 
referring to Are you perturbed because m recent period 
Yugoslavia has drawn closer to the other states of the 
«:ocialist world? I hope such is not the case but I would 
like you to clanfy the meaning of your observation. 

On Proletarian IntemationoJism 

While roundly condemning the socialist states and com- 
munist parties, you have kept silent over the record of 
social democracy, or as it now calls itself, democratic so- 
cialism— its record in the sphere of abolition of private 
property, in the sphere of ending the rule of the rich over 
the poor, tn the sphere of liberating the enslaved colomal 
peoples Is It becau^ that that r^ord will not bear scru- 
tmy and dose examination and wiU present a revealing 
content^ 

You have criticised our ' false conception of interna- 
tionalism” Certainly that conception had a number of de- 
fects — particularly in the nature of relations that should 
exist between the Communist Party of the Soviet Umon on 
the one hand and other communist parties on the other 
But will you deny that the internationalism that we prea- 
ched and practised has given something new to the world’ 

What have you to say in regard to the fact that the 
Communist Party of Great Bntam was the one party that 
consistently supported the Indian national movement for 
full freedom, while the British Labour Party which pro- 
fes'.es "democratic soaahsm” jomed hands with the tones 
to suppress that movement’ What have you to say about 
the contract betneen the athtude of socialists and commu' 
rusts of France on the question of Algenan freedom and on 
the crisis that developed over the issue of Suez? I would 
also remind you of what stand the Israeli socialist leader 
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who attended the recent Asian socialist conference at 
Bombay took on the issue of Egypt and ask you to con- 
trast it with the stand taken by the Communist Party of 
Israel (JVcto Age, 4 November 1956 p 13) 

Do you want us to be ashamed of this internationalism 
or repudiate it’ I am sure >ou will not do that. 

It IS one thing to say that in the relations that develop- 
ed between the CPSU and other communist parties, as 
weU as m the relations hetween the USSR and several 
socialist states, there were departures from the principles 
at proletarian intemationalism. It is a totally different 
thing to assert that the internationalism which we have 
professed and practised is false, without content and a 
cover for subservience to the USSR A half-truth, espe- 
cially If exaggerated out of all proportion, can be, you will 
admit, more misleading than even a he 


Man, System and Theories 

I would now like to take op some of the fundamental 
questions you have raised 

You have stressed that man-his moral and Mterial 
welfare and growth-must be the goal of all social endea 
voiir And you have asked us What is it that we we 
Sghtmg fort For a system or certain values of lifet For 
theories or for men? 

The criterion that you have sUted is correct But your 
poser IS misleadmg and fallacious 

The desire for all round progress of nmn is not a n^ 
desire It has been the motivating Jiirit behmd *0 e^rts 
Of the noblest representaUves of humamty m all epxhs 
It h“ teen the idLl which they all set before the^elves 
But as history tells us, this ideal was never real sed It 
was Marxism that showed that this age old ideal couU 

luarxisi* a «naetv where classes were abo- 

tete? !J.d Ma^ alsn^»?^d out that class soaety 
Snot^ abolished by mere efforts to chtegyhe natm 
of man, by mere exhortations to people to shed their 
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habits but by the organised action of the masses led by 
the working class who had to create a new social system. 

If you agree with these basic postulates of Marxism, and 
I thmk all socialists accept them, you would readily see 
that the question which you have asked, viz whether 
communists are fighting for certain theories or for man, 
for a system or certam values of life, is a question that 
suffers from serious defects The basic assumption of sucli 
a question is that political theories and social systems are 
of little relevance in determining as to what ensures the 
full growth of man and what makes it possible for man 
kind as a whole to realise certam values If that assump- 
tion is accepted, we go back to the concept that the evils 
that prevail m present soaety are due to the evils that 
persist m the minds of men and all that is needed is an 
effort to change human nature 

Can such an effort succeed’ For answer, it is not neces 
sary to refer to other countries It is enough to examine 
what has happened in our own country Our national 
movement was led by a person of outstandmg moral 
stature, one who not merely preached lofty ideals but 
practised what he preached and set a model before the 
whole nation. Yet the state that has come to be establish 
ed in India, through the victory of the movement which 
Mahatma Gandhi led, is one wluch certamly does not up- 
hold the moral values which he preached although it is 
headed by his staunch lieutenants You have yourself 
characterised our present rulers as bemg "tnggerhappy"* 
Is this due to the inherent evil m their nature or is it due 
to the social system which they represent and uphold’ 
Hence one cannot separate theories and soaal systems 
from man and human values Therefore we say that to 
ask us what we are fightmg for — for theories or man, for 
a system or certam values of life — is not a correct thing 
ia do Certainly our objective is the uphft of man. But it 
IS only m a social system which has abolished private 
ovmership of means of production, which has put an end 
to all exploitation of man by man, which has banished 
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crues and unemployment, which has made use of science 
and technology for raising the standard of hfe of the 
people— only m such a soaety does it become possible to 
ensure all round advance of man and realise those moral 
values which we all cherish And the movement for the 
ushermg in of such a society can succeed only if it is 
guided by certam theories— which themselves are not 
petrified dogmas but constantly grow and develop 


Defence of Human values 

We luUy concede, and tlm c= one of the lesaona which 
has been sharply nnpressed on us by rc«nt ‘>>a* 

abohtion of capitalism and of classes 
create the indispensable conditions for the uplift of 
Sid hil fuU development, they do »<.. a^-Uy 
realise this aim. Even m a sociahst society 
nlace crave defects, eiscesses and even crimes, bot 

necessary to create ^ “her^s so 

necessary modifications m the sy^ _„ntrol by the people 
as to ensure the ^ TetcmiL ofpo'u 

over the government not ^ are neg 

cies but also m socuhsm does not flower 

lected or not given due 

fully, the human ^ that the process 

lopment of man is h P the 20th congress of 

of reexammation that stai^ socialist countnes and 

the CPSU has gone forward m ^ 

has already led what has been already 

achTven S^se^^Les Chte »ay de^^d 
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certainly are matters on whidi valuable suggestions can. 
be made by us and by all who like you stand for social 
ism, and rightly stress that soaahsm should mean all* 
roxmd progress of man 

Unfortimately you have not done that On the basis of 
the many mistakes and misdeeds that have taken place m 
the USSR, you condemn the whole social, economic and 
political system that has developed there By what would 
you replace it’ By the kmd of democracy that prevails 
in capitalist countries — the democracy where the rich op 
press the poor’ Evidently that cannot be your aim. Then 
what is your alternative’ And how do you seek to achieve 
that alternative’ 

Throughout your letter there is not even the faintest 
indication of a reply to these crucial questions And 
this constitutes, let me tell you, the gravest weakness of 
not merely your position, but of the position of all those 
who take a negative attitude towards the socialist states 
and towards that the world communist movement has 
already achieved 

Would it not be much better to adopt another approach^ 
To leco^ase, without equivocation, that the establishment 
of the power of the workmg masses on one thir d of the 
world is the greatest event m recorded human history To 
recogmse the gigantic advance that has already been made 
m this world m the realisation of many ideals of social 
ism. To recogmse at the same tune that on many impor 
tant and even vital aspects, this world has not yet 
attamed the ideals which soci alism set before itself. To 
devise ways and means by which these defects can be 
remedied, guarantees created against their recurrence and 
the achievement of our ideals ensured. To pomt out, while 
recognismg its sucrosses, the shortcommgs of the world 
communist movement and of the communist parties 

We expected such a saentific and helpful approach from 
^ou but are disappointed. 

You have asked us to think deeply over what you have 
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said We shalJ certainly do so But is it not necessary 
that you too think o\er the happenings of last few years 
and reexamine your oiAm views’ You seem to be thorough- 
ly convinced that your present position on all the issues 
that divide us is absolutely correct and you have virtually 
asked us to accept that position Is this a proper atutude 
to take’ Such an altitude I fear, is not conducive to the 
creation of that atmosphere which is needed in order that 
we may make joint endeavour to arrive at a common 
understanding with regard to the world situation and 
the tasks of the socialist movement m our own country 


Corrections Needed in Our Victus 

All that I have said should not be taken to mean that 
tvo are not conscious ol the need to 

Bourseois democracy, as B^ Uta^ 

Marxists, is not and cannot he fu that— that it 

does not 

u all sham. It consliiuics a o g reeomise this 

vailed in pas. Tsoml.sm id m soaal 

advance and carry j liberty, equality and 

ism alone can the noble prin j ^j,e soaalist 

fraternity find their /fktps .h“e p^cples m 

society lUell can 6'°"' Ihem. Then alone, 

mind and consciously striv s jl take place 

toeether ui.h advance m other 
that flowering of human 

uplift of man which we a ,„imde towards the 

Nor does °g/°”,ed that our own atti- 

USSR mean, as I have aWy 

tude has been our duty and responsi- 

achievements of the USW methods and acts 

bihty to have ^the principles of socialist 

which constituted a violat 

democracy That we did n USSR and cite Hun- 

today we are blindly .^^favrflready en- 

?L-ed iur :=e'and°:r,n'^ may not agree with it. 
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jou will, I hope, accept that »t represents our genuine 
conviction. 

One of our gravest failings m the past has been not to 
act in accordance with the Marxist-Lemnist precept that 
socialism will be realised in each country through a move- 
ment which, while basing itself on the prmoples which 
are common to all countries, also recognises the speafic 
features, the specific traditions of each country Also that 
the socialist society itself will reveal a variety of forms 
and the path to socialism will differ from country to coun- 
try We have stressed, m several statements, that we 
beheve in the possibility of socialism being achieved in our 
country without resort to violence and civil war and we 
are striving our utmost to realise this possibility 

Appeal to All Socialists and Democrats 

In the end, I would request you to take into account the 
gravity of the world situation, as well as the condition of 
the people in our own country and realise the imperative 
recessity of all socialist and democratic forces in the 
country coming together 

Despite the ceasefire that has taken place in Egypt the 
situation remains tense and full of dangers. The imperial- 
ists have not abandoned their plans. They are hatching 
new coDspiraaes against world peace and against the free- 
dom of the Asian and African countnes If they succeed 
m their efforts, not merely our national mdependence will 
be imperilled but the world wiU be plunged into a war 
the like of which it has never known. 

Our country has attained a great status m world affairs 
by Its role m defence of peace and against colonialism. It 
is cooperating with all governments in the world, whether 
socialist or capitalist, for relaxation of mtemational ten- 
sion and peaceful solution to problems of mtemational 
dispute But our two parties and other socialist and de- 
mocratic forces m the country cannot afford to com- 
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placent and leave these issues in ihe hands ot the go\ orn- 
ttient alone Only if M.e all come together and build up a 
powerful mass movement, only then mil our counlty he 
able iQ back the pcaccloving declarations and moves of the 
Sovernment with effective mass action— action, for exam- 
ple, calculated to force the imperialists to uithdraiv their 
forces from Egyptian soil Also only our umty will Jielp 
in ovcrcxmmg the vacillations and weaknesses that per- 
sist in the governments own policy— vacillations and 
weaknesses such as are seen m its attitude towards the 
British commonwealth 

fn the internal sphere, the political, ^social and economic 
problems confronting our people demand urgent tackling 
*tnd solution Wc are in such a situation that with correct 
policies we can rapidly overcome our economic and cul- 
tural backwardness and ensure a life ol prosperity and 
happiness for our people But (he policies which (he gov- 
ernment IS pursuing are, despite some modifications that 
have taken place in certain spheres, such that they ham- 
per the speedy realisation of these objectives It ntuscs 
to take firm and energetic measures against foreign mo- 
nopolists, big landlords and Indian big business It imposes 
new burdens on the people and attacks their already miser- 
able living standard Largcscale eviction of peasants, 
dismissal and retrenchment of workers and middleclass 
employees, steep rise in prices and heavy taxation— those 
are some of the results of the government polidea Civil 
liberties are trampled underfoot The trend towards au- 
thoritananism is growing 

Vast number of people m all classes and sections, inclu- 
ding many members and followers of the Congress are 
coming out against these policies The ideas of socialism 
are gaming ground The possibibty is growing of forging 
a broad united front of all socialist, patriotic and demo- 
cratic forces in defence of the interest of the people and 
for policies which would take our country forward Peo- 
ple expect socialists and communists, as the most advan- 
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ced forces in our nation, to take a lead m the carrying out 
oi these tasks 

All this, I hope you will agree, renders it imperative 
that we change our attitude towards each other, try to 
understand each other and seek the maximum agreement 
so that, despite the differences which continue and which 
will have to be resolved by prolonged discussion, we are 
able to join hands m defence of peace, in defence of na- 
tional freedom and in the service of our people. 

I am sorry that this letter, m many respects, has assum- 
ed a form which you would consider a "pohtical reply” 
and a ”reiomder” If that be your cnticism, all that I 
would say is that your own letter was such that I found 
It difficult to deal with m any other way 

I hope, however, that neither you nor we shall stop 
here I also hope that besides correspondence, the leaders 
and members of our two parties, as well as of other socia- 
list parties in the country, will meet frequently, discuss 
issues of common mterest and concrete problems facmg 
the people and strive to evolve common line of action 
whenever possible That process has already started On 
many issues we have been able to stand together and fight 
together We look upon this as one of the most sigmficant 
developments of recent period, a development which the 
mass of people have welcomed, and we hope that you with 
>-our political and moral mfluence vnll help to carry for- 
ward this process. 
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Ltniit Ti> CouMt-'^iST IxirsDs 
I >cnlu/c to aJJic-i i It* 

mine the worj tnendi iltliberauly. b«auic there arc many pcrtoiu 
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thov * . ,, oodoufcJ lhat they '‘ere pojjucal 
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Ibe more impo lanl . leaJenh p lhat had been 

trade of *taj5ef.n8 crimej comi^ a’^country that had been held 
apaihcoMt^ IfSled byl VhoT;o 7 ld' The people e>e^. 

i'heV.““S.V.dL'TrtS’'a.h 

hideon. Ihn, ,.u L.. anivrer (o- 

The Tint <}ue»lion (hen ih t . . . . kgpi ,n the 

thrmsel\es i* How could »• P® haj revealed? WaJ 

dark eo lonp abou. the facet .j^SSrabout ihcte facts for 
rot the whole noncommuni t . , Khrushchov were -ndeed 

rcarly three decades? The ,^3* ,j,g communists— at least 

no revcbtions at all I» »< ^ ^\hy then did they remain 

r,“.otr^oLldL U Ln ...0 - ■» 

A,c the communists going to stop 

Another question ans« further ,n 

where Khrushchov has kd service to communism? 

«.reh of .he linlhf ' 'jfyiL of hed Hn, Khruihchov 
Can communism be built ®" ® . ^eed all the crimes committed 
revealed everything? Has he confessed his own enmes? 

in the name of ^hat about the murders of 

If Kirovs murder was a crime . 'enemies of the 

vicv Kamenev, “dlrTSole’oT'cS’LTLmper^p by Stnln 

people- WD. n 'olP'r „I,U md the snme eh.rge »hen 

to destroy political . wpme honest and consistent with 
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sociaL&t legabty 7 WiU the communists again put on blinkers made 
for them in Moscow and refuse to see anything beyond? WiU again 
a new set of lies giude the world communist movement? Will not 
the communists again put on bboLers made for them in Moscow 
and refuse to see anything beyond? Will agam a new set of lies guide 
the world communist movement"! Wiii pot the communists, instead, 
proclaim and assert ihcit Maman obyccUvvty and the revolutionary 
freedom of the human mind? 

A yet more important question is How could the Russian com 
rrunisi party and the Russian people allow for thirty years and 
more the crimes listed by Khrushchov to be committed in their 
name"! To advance the cult of tfte individual as an answer is to 
insult the meanest human mtelLgence, and to make nonsense o' 
Manusm Stalin was undoubtedly one of the most forceful perso- 
nalities that the world has ever produced, but can it be doubted 
that he was able to do what he did because of the social, economitf 
pnd poltical system that was created in Russia in the name of 
Manusm and commumsra? To isolate Stalin from that system and 
to condemn the one without even questioning the other is surely sot 
a Marfuan analysts of a historical phenomenon. Mere desuneiation 
o' Stalin and the cult of the individual cannot reform or change 
that system And, as long as that system is held up as a communist 
heaven, communism stands selfcondemned. 

Khrushchovs performance, therefore, should be an occasion for 
senous reeaamioalion of current communist faith. What is >t that 
the communists want? What are they fighung for? Tor iheones or 
'or men"! Yot a system or for certain values of life"! Are the means 
the desideratum (sic') or the ends'! Is power m itself the sole objcc' 
tve? Is nationalisation or colkcUvisation a means to an end, or 
■s It the end itself? Is man, the human being, an end m himself 
a being of supreme significance or |tis4 a tool in a soaal engineenng 
operation 

It seems the communists are unable to see the wood for the trees 
They appear to have lost sight of the hnal goal and the ultimate 
values If the shock that Khurshchovs speech has delivered releases 
the communists from their self hypnotism and forces their eyes open 
to the forgotten values it would have rendered an unintended but 
nevertheless an undying service to the cause of communism 
What vsere the values which communism had set before itself? 
\\ere they not human freedom, human d gnity, human fellowship 
equality, peace? Was not freedom cemceived on so grand a pattern 
as ultimately to encompass the withering away of the state itself 
and subvutution of an 'adnunistrat on of things” in the place of the 
'‘administration of men”? Did not the concept of equality hid its 
fullest expression m the noble idea, “from each according to hi$ 
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caiunly lo tath ycconl.nj w l«* n'"*"’ Did not ItUonih.p om- 
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my humble jclf-who tom oft the veil. «»» they 
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to communitm m L,_,„t.d into a tyranny and bad .ome 

dicationi that it bad „e,e quiet 10 ealond our 

concern at „e .etc Ibe first m ib'* """"’'0'° 

hand of friendship 3fidi .c ore ^ the com 

Marehaf Tllo and ^ ie„ denotinc.nt Tito as a tasoist 

mums., from Prasuo t„||o.et of woMo™ ''"P"“''“" 

dog- and Yiigosfasta as “ “ / sull abdos, Iboogh esenfs 

I mtgh. add iba. sb.s ^ec.m months that are so/n'nb" 

I asn happened m that oounsiT n .re me com 

disturbing To return Jesofutionaiy spinl to deny 

rmimsts ol loday enough „„„ the dross, to suppress 

tbetr pass. .0 '“'‘“P” "J' “iTe, “mb. reoaplure the grand vt.tuu of 
their lust for power, so ^ Inmg reality? 

ortgmal uommum.m and ma have made them 

The eommumsts m ‘,''“Xrai pdPP'“ ®“' h"„°S 

reives laugb.ng sluots ‘P ttlough commun.sf coindot. 

ibero IS a refreshing br^ ?' sovereignly This is a most 
ol •equably'. '"‘‘'P'"? ’ rfy.ng viUbly of the b”™" ‘P^’ 
ruassuimg symptom of "^^l/.cd and which alone is the uIU 
which cannot forever 1^"“!” ^ question is Have the * 

LT:“a^d^uo"L'u;'.'S bfbovo- morn any w. That .. oaaet.y 



636 


Dotumenii of the Uhlory o/ the CP! 


>^hal SUlins sioo£« m PoUnd and Hungary always »>d, but base 
ihey not been rcpuduled by the ‘independent* communuts and the 
peoples o( those coitntnes? It is tune that the communists learnt 
that falsehood does not pay The human being u a curious animal 
He is ever enquiring, ever after the truth In the course of his cn* 
quiry he has discoscicd religion, science, philosophy, art and the resL 
If the communists, or whoescr else, tned to stutT lies into the human 
nund, they might succeed for a time, but eventually the truth seek* 
ing nature of man would assert lUcll and the truth wou'd be out 
Therefore the communists would do well to admit frankly that mis* 
led by a false conception of inierrutionalism, they had hitherto 
been subservient to Moscow and to announce without mincing their 
words that henceforward they would function independently Let 
me make it clear that even a declarahon of that sort would not be 
enough The CPI must convince itie Indian people by its action of 
its independence and loyalty This will take time One thing the 
communists must do in order to carry conviction is to explain to 
the people where and how do they differ from what has been or i» 
being done m Russia Hitherto tb^ have held up Russia os a fault* 
less idcaU Thai ideal lies shatter^ now If they go on pretending 
that nothing has happened, or that once the devil of the p ece has 
been put in his plaee. everything has been righted, no sensible per 
‘on will have any regard for them Communism* then might nuke 
same little ‘progress* by bamboozling some people for some time, 
but that could never lead to the harbour of a classless society of 
the equal and the free 

la this connection events have posed an urgent question for the 
coimnunists Russia has just launched a brutal attack against ih: 
Hunganan people m a bid to crush Iheir struggle for freedom and 
^Ifdttennination Will the CPI stand up for freedom or for slavery, 
for Hungary or Russia? The future of communum depends on the 
'’nswer to this question. 

This process of selfanolysis and clarification should lead the com 
muDists to the basic questions that I have posed ^or them, or nilher 
that have been posed by recent events The most basic of all these 
qjestions is Will the commuoists continue to base their philosophy 
and p'actice on untruth and violence? Will they continue to call 
d.ictatorship democracy, bureaiscraUc degeneration’ (to use ToghatU s 
phrase) or in oiher words state capitalism socialism, colon alsm 
revolution? Will they not discard the appearance for the reality? 
"Will they not pursue the trmb? And most injpojtanl of aJJ can they 
dn all this without forsweanng violence? Violence has appeared to 
offer a shortcut to revolution Bnt it sjMte of colossal violence, has 
■he revolnuon yet amved in Russu? The answer cannot but be ‘no 
— unless we have only a negative conception of revolution, and 
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unless we again shut our eyes to the shattered ideal and persist to 
calhna black white, or unless we equate mere economic ^owth with 
or^SaaUsm Eccnonuc 
gro«h-ha, b=™ kno»„ 

Socialism and communism sland lot a way 

production statistics or military -.ennomic growth but 

socialism or communism does not stan 
rot at the cost of its values 

urnmlb and violent LatTL^i 

r^rc.cr»Jab.?:.5bu.^ 

am bemg, used again.. '^^^"^^'i^^'^r.Jmmimisu-.uch as .be 

It IS true that headed by Eden and the social 

bourgeois-democrats of Gr« J^jlei—bave also to learn that un 
democrats of France headed by M the 

truth and violence |J,““:U“h.ng far better to offer? 

communists claim that they v anything better by 

I most humbly submit that »ne, 

practising greater uo^ih m preaching truth and 

I am aware that I B* j haie faith in human reason 

nonviolence to the comm rauooal human beings In this 

and 1 do consider «®“*“‘X Jwaoest human intelligence h« wme 
age of nuclear vmknce. such as a global war. 

to understand that any l^g ^ believes in big vio ence 

must at all cosU be ,s not too difficult for 

But faith stdl lingers on ^ ^ ^loknce remains, big violence 
the human mmd to grasp d^f to the latter Let 

cannot be stopped but many others besides 

me add again that not own Ingger happy rulers 

have to leam this I'f ^e to tbe.r professions of peace 

But the commumsis ^ lesson before the others 

and brotherhood should offspring of violence- 

AH exisung contmumst reg«^^^ establishment they have never 
physical violence And » n Elections have 

submitted themselves to the of opposition parhes and 

no doubt been held. ^'^‘^H.tler s elections Commun sU 

civil liberties, they their own one-party rule m the 

denounced the latter. ^“V^^ooracy’ The party systern ** 
name of their own kind of of democracy. b“‘ 

m the west is certainly not ^ » „ould want to know 

parry .y..am .. by U.a,r d.rboara.w 
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SludenU o( Russian agriculture bave oRen observed that, were the 
peasants ol Russia given an opporiunily to express themseWes freely 
Without the fear o' any consequences, the majority of them would 
leave the collectives This may be blasphemy, or in the accepted 
style of speech, ‘fascist slander’, but the point is, would communism 
be justified m forcing collectivisation upon unwilling peasants m 
the name of planning, production or socialism? What is supreme 
The party or the people, theory or men? True, men might be foolish 
enough not to understand wlut was good for them But has any 
one the right to force his opinions on the people? 1 personally doubt 
whether the imposition even of the majority over the minonty is 
ideal democracy At best it may be called limited democracy But 
the reverse order would doubtless be a tyranny Are the Indian 
communists prepared to denounce such tyranny? 

i do not wish to make this long address longer Only I should 
like once agam to remind communist friends that man — his moral 
and material welfare and gtowih-~is ihe goal of all social endea- 
vour Any step or measure that puts man m the background and 
glorifies organisation, party, society, sute, nation, planning, produc* 
tion, science or what not, is not revolution or progress but reaction 
ind must be rejected I wonder if my friends would agree 
Finally, I hope my fnends wiU not satisfy themselves merely 
with ^ political reply I am suQlciently acquainted with communist 
thought and expression to wnte a withering rejoinder myself But 
that sort of thing would be wasted effort 1 therefore beseech my 
fnends not to worry about scoring pomts against me, but to think 
deeply over what has been said I might appear to be harsh occa- 
sionally, but let me assure every one that 1 have been motivated by 
1 he fnendliest of sentiments. 
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Seventy seven yeers ego on 21 Deeember 1879 
J V Stalm the greet 

Lenin, founder of the Communist Parly of the Soviet 

Union . . s 

Faithful disciple of Marx Engels and Lenin whose teach 
mgs he upheM and ennehed Sla.m made a gr«. »n 

S^rtf rvJ^SdSrunis. movement 

He played an outstanduig the'torces^of counter 

taardom and m the struggle ag revolution and 

revolution in the period of the October 

civil war , „m the young Soviet state 

When, after the death nght end left 
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'^b ^f°“™”the'c»tral comnatlee of the CPSU un 
path of Lenuiism, the oem getUed against 

der the guidance of Stalm machinations— guardmg 

their harmful theories “f f ““ “hfSr age of Lenm 
the unity of the Pa^' "r buildmg »cialism 
rallying the masses m the tig 

U-. ,-«nv Its Woiod Historic SicMnc«.cx 

Socialist ConstbuCtiox i 

1 .nA internal enemies whose success 
Routmg the euternal “ otcapitahsm the mighty 
would have led to " „„ created-demonstratmg 

edifice of the social^t ^ oower of the working class 
to the whole world the cr an achieve 

mS oTX‘<Si'’th«e euists no parallel m recorded history 

Thu am^y iL“ 

New Age 23 Decembsr 19X> on uis 
niversary of Stalm 
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This achie\ement has profoundly influenced the course 
of events m the present epoch it has profoundly influenced 
the minds of men all over the world 
'The bourgeoisie of all countries asserts’, said Slalm in 
his report at the 18th congress of the CPSU, ' that the peo 
pic cannot get along without capitalists and landlords. 
Without merchants and kulaks The working class of our 
country has proved in practice that the people can get 
along perfectly without exploiters 

The bourgeoisie of all countries asserts that the work 
mg class, havmg destroyed the old bourgeois system, will 
be incapable of building anything new to replace the old. 
The working class of our country has proved m practice 
that It is quite capable not only of destroymg the old sys 
tern but of building a new and better system, a socialist 
system, a system moreover to which crisis and unemploy 
ment are unknown 

The bourgeoisie of all countries asserts that the pea 
santry is mcapable of takmg to the path of soaahsm The 
collective farm peasants of our country have proved 
practice that they can do so quite successfully 

The chief endeavour of the bourgeoisie of all countries 
and of its reformist hangers on Is to kill m the working 
class faith in its own strength, faith m the possibility and 
mevitability of victory If the successes of the working 
class of our country, if its fight and victory serve to rouse 
the spirit of the working class in the capitalist countries 
and to strengthen its faith m its own power and m its vie 
tory, then our party may say that its work has not been 
m vam And there need be no doubt that this will be the 
case " 

In these words, marked by the comprehensiveness and 
lucidity that characterised all the utterances of Stalm, was 
summed up the world histone significance of the victory of 
socialism m the USSR, its powerful impact on the consci 
ousness of men m all countries The ideas of socialism, m 
less than two decades after the 18 U\ congress of the CPSU, 
triumphed m many countries of Europe and Asia, proving 
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conclusively that the working people have learned les- 
son held out by the experience of the USSR. All the mis- 
takes that have been committed in the USSR in carrying 
out this gigantic task of building socialism cannot blur the 
signihcance of this glorious achievement — a landmark m 
humanity’s march towards the cherished goal of com- 
munism. 

Pi.A.NStNC--Iis Lessons Fok OniER Coirniuis 

It was the central oomimttee of the CPSU headed by 
Stalin that, following the behest of Lenin, first demonstrat 
ed the necessity and possibility of economic planning — the 
necessity and possibility of mobilising the entire resources 
and manpower of a vast country and harnessing them to the 
task of national reconstruction m order to overcome age 
old backwardness m the shortest possible penod and take 
to the path of all round progress The very idea was one 
which when first formulated appeared to many to be uto 
pian and was dismissed by the bourgeoisie as the fantastic 
dream of mad men 

But within a short period, they ceased to sneer 

Today none scoffs at the idea of planning It has come 
to be accepted, even by many bourgeois circles, especially 
m countries whose development has been retarded, that 
for the task of national reconstruction to be campd out 
with the utmost rapidity reliance on the profit motive of 
the capitalists is not enough. It has come to be accepted 
that planning is essential lor allsided progress that this 
planning, if it is to succeed, must involve restriction of the 
power and of the sphere of activity of monopoly capitalists, 
that special emphasis has to be laid on heavy industries 
which constitute the basis of a csiuntry’s economic strength 
and the foundation for advance 

StAUSS CbvTBIBUnONS 

Implementing Lemn’s program of sociahst xndustnallsa- 
tion, the USSR transformed itself from a backn'ard agri- 
cultural country into one ol the mightiest industrial powers 
D — )I 
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of the world — an mdustrial power which renders unselfish 
aid to the people's democracies of Europe and our great 
neighbour China to rebuild their own economy, an indus- 
trial power which helps India and other countries of the 
east to overcome the colonial backwardness imposed on 
them by their former imperialist rulers 
Lemns plan for the umfication of small scattered indi- 
vidual peasant households into big mechanised socialist 
farms was carried out In the concretisalion and further 
elaboration of these plans, m the practical leadership for 
their implementation, J V Stalin made outstanding con 
tnbution 

Of great significance for the development of Marxism 
Lenmism were several of the theoretical works of Stalin 
These works, which combined profundity of thought wdh 
sunpliaty ot expression m a manner which has seldom 
been equalled, played an immense role m instilling socialist 
consciousness in the advanced workers and m rearing a 
whole generation of communists 
The name of Stalin ts inseparably associated with the 
solution in the USSR of one of the most complex problems 
m the history of human society, the national problem. 

A, determmed opponent of bourgeois nationalism m every 
form Uenm at the same tune repeatedly stressed the great 
importance which the party of the working class must at 
tach to the national question so that national inequalities 
are ehmmated and all nations acquire full opportunities for 
their development 

Lemns teachings on the national question were further 
elaborated and developed by Stalin The nations oppressed 
by tsardom awoke to a new life, registered advance m 
every sphere and the Soviet was welded into a family of 
nations. 

Stalin drew pomted attention of the working class of 
Europe to the movements of national emancipation waged 
by the countries of the east movements which were of 
great revolutionary significance m the world struggle 
against imperialism As early as 1918, he made the classic 
formulation whose correctness the entire history of the last 
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38 years has home out, that the October revolution has 
'created a bridge between the socialist west and the en 
slaved east— having created a ne\y line of revolution 
against world imperialism, extending from the proletarians 
of the west through the Russian revolution, to the oppres 
sed nations of the east 

His Name Will Live 

Today, when under the impact of the emergence of so 
ciahsm as a world system and of the emergence of increas 
mg number of countries of the east as sovereign states the 
whole imperialist system is breakmg down when bonds of 
close friendship and cooperation have been established be 
tween the socialist world and the free countries of the east, 
when those bonds have been further strengthened by them 
m defence of the freedom of Egypt — and by the deasive 
role of the USSR m halting Anglo French aggression — m 
such a period these words of Stalm acquire a new and pro 
found import 

Stalm’s teaching that peace can be defended only if the 
peoples of the world take the cause of peace in their own 
hand and fight for it guides millions of partisans of peace 
all over the world m the struggle against the instigators of 
a new war The USSR stands out as the most resolute de 
fender of peace and of the cause of friendship between 
peoples 

In the course of construction of socialism m extremely 
difficult histone conditions a number of senous mistakes 
were committed by Stalm — mistakes m the sphere of 
theory, in the sphere of socialist law and socialist demo 
cracy, m the sphere of relation between nation within 
the soaalist world These mistakes which became speaally 
pronounced in the latter period of Stalm s life due to the 
growdh of the cult of the individual and to other factors, 
have had grave consequences These mistakes have to be 
and are being corrected and their lessons learned. 

Nevertheless, notwithstandmg these mistakes the name 
of Stalm will always be cherished by m a nk ind as one of 
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the greatest Marxists of all times, as a tov<.cring personality 
and a titan of thought and action, as a man who dedicated 
his life to the service of the working people and to the 
cause of socLalisnu His contribution to the cause of emanci 
pation of mankind will contmue to mspirc millions all 
over the world. 


43 Forward lo Election Bailie 


The second general election of our republic commences 
cn 25 February There are barely two months to go be 
fore nearly 170 million men and women go to the polls 
to record their verdict on the past and their mandate for 
the future 

On the formative period of aur republic with their in 
evitable clashes of ideas and policies the coming gene- 
ral election cannot but assume historic significance 
Indeed this election comes as a challenge to the future of 
our people and of our country Ihe challenge has got to 
be met with all the forces that the vanguard of Indian 
democracy — the parties of the democratic opposition— can 
command 

In the years that we have left behind since the fir&t 
general electron cur people have fougkt many a bitter 
battle in defence of their vital mterests as for the larger 
interests of the country And these battles have not been 
fought m vam They have resisted many attacks of the 
government and of the exploiting classes They have 
thv.nrted many fond plans of reaction and they have won 
many significant and Inspiring victories as well The saga 
of popular struggles is too long a tale to be recounted 
here 

In the coming election the achievements of the people 
have to be consolidated their endeavours and struggles 
carried forward into still greater victories What is going 
to be the direction of our political and economic life to 
morrow very much depends on the outcome of the elec 
tion battles that we face today Let there be not the 
slightest mistake about it 


PoLtbareau sUtement published m \ew Age ^3 December 19*6. 
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Our people want to see their country play an mcreas 
ingly beneficial role in world affairs, for the peace and 
happiness of the human race They want to rebuild their 
country and so rebuild it that it does not become a para 
dise for the princes and landlords, monopolists and 
speculators They want to wipe out every vestige of the 
colonial past and so reorganise the society that our teem 
jng millions are speedily lifted from the pit of want and 
hunger, disease and death and firmly set on the broad 
road to a new, prosperous life 
National reconstruction has naturally become a rallymg 
point for the people but not in the sense the present 
ruling classes and the government understand it 
The masses stand for such programs of national re 
construction and such lines of development as will ensure 
all round progress in our political, economic and social 
life 

They v.ant their living conditions material as well ao 
cultural to continuously improve 
THEY WANT to be Saved from the mghtmare of un 
employment, from landlessness and destitution, from the 
tyranny and oppression of mounting taxes and soaring 
prices 

They want habitable houses to live m 
THEY WANT medical facilities for their families, educa 
tion for their children and so on and so forth. 

That is why they have refused to submit to the mis 
leading exhortations of the ruling classes which in the 
name of national reconstruction, deny the workers, pea 
sants, rmddleclass employees, teachers and students and 
other sections of the commumty their legitimate demands 
Our people have refused to Uve on doubtful promissory 
notes on the future when the fruits of their labour are 
stolen by a handful of exploiters on whom are showered 
all the blessmgs of the congress regime 

The failings and injustices exploitation and oFpre..sion 
of the congress raj could have been much lessened if the 
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monopoly of political power which the Congress, to our 
great misfortune enjoys today was not there This mo 
nopoly of power has been used m the service of reaction 
and for bolstering up reactionary policaes l 

IT HAS fostered soullessness and cynicism m the ruling 
circles, fed obstmacy and arrogance among the rulers. 

It has permeated every pore of the government with 
fostermg corruption and unbelievable mefflciency It has 
encouraged authoritarian trends which spell serious 
threats to our democracy 

IT {{AS hardened bureaucracy and enabled it to spread 
its deademng influence at all levels of public admuus 
tration. 

IT HAS e\en stided the voice of those who stand for 
progress inside the ruling party itself Finally this mo 
nopoly of political power has provided incentives for 
mass arrests, wanton police iiriogs and various other me 
thods of suppression of democratic rights and hberties 

The breaking of this monopoly of political power by 
defeating the Congress in as many consPtuencies as pos 
sible and by strengthening the Communist Party and de 
mocratic opposition, therefore, stands out as the central 
objective of the coming general election. The realisation 
of this objective on a national scale is well wtthm our 
reach jf only the parties of the democratic opposition will 
close their ranks and unitedly confront the party in 
power 

This indeed is what our people expect of the leader 
ship of parties of the democratic opposition. This is what 
we all must still try to achieve Life has proved that 
unity is the mainstay of our strength. It is unity that sets 
the masses m histone motion and brings about national 
upsurge All this we so desperately need for meeting the 
challenge in a way worthy of our gr^t people m all their 
fighting traditions The communists will redouble their 
efforts for forging this unity and they fervently desire 
that others of the democratic opposition will jom with 
them m this task. 
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Here we also want to stress that the coming election 
battles are gomg to be the severest we have yet known. 
The power of wealth, the pull of privilege, the invidious 
manipulations of the state apparatus will all be on the 
side of the ruling party m order to defend its monopoly 
of political power But the communists and their fellow- 
fighters disdam these ill sought advantages They will re- 
ly on the unity and strength of the people, on their sound 
democratic mstmcts and flaming patriotism — on the acti- 
vity and mobilisation of the broad masses They will rely 
on the superiority of their policies which have alre-ady 
stood the test of life. The coming general election will, 
above all, be a battle of alternative policies. 

The Communist Party of India, championmg the mterest 
of the downtrodden masses, has put forward policies which 
conform to the mterest of the Indian people and ensure all- 
sided national advance In furtherance of these policies, 
members of our party have led battles of the workmg peo 
pie m every part of the country In furtherance of thesfi 
pohues, they have put forward concrete proposals m par- 
liament and in the state legislatures — proposals which have 
won the support of a large number of democrats m every 
party Today _a gigantic battle has to be fought to ex- 
plam these policies to our people and wm Iheir support 
for them. 

In order to explam the policies we stand for among the 
masses and draw them m their millions mto fighting posi 
tions, We Must strengthen and widen our bonds with 
all sections of the democratic people 

We Must reach every home eind share our thoughts 
with every voter 

W’c Must combine ceaseless pohtical campaigning 
with vigorous organisational activities 

Right from this moment, let evejy member of the Com 
mumst Party, every one oi our sympathisers and inends 
whose role is of supreme importance, regard him se lf or 
herself a soldier mobilised on the battle front Only 
through such personal example can they inspire others mto 
similar activity 
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So let us all roll up our sleeves and plunge here and 
now into the election battle as we have never done before 
if we play our part with de\otton and courage, there is 
nothing on earth which can depnve the democratic oppo- 
sition of the historic successes that await us Nothmg 
can save the Congress from loamg its monopoly of political 
power 
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